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Introduction.

This paper is a detailed study of how the
conflict in Northern Ireland is reported in the
three main daily Newspapers of Southern Ireland.
They are the 'Irish Times', the '

|rish Independent
°

and the 'Irish Press'. The study focuses on four
major events across a period of thirteen years,
1969 -1981. The stories concentrate on Political
events and violent conflict between the security
forces and civilians and vice versa. This paper
does not intend to argue political points of view or
to attempt to offer a solution to the conflict. It is
intended as an analysis of reporting to determine if
original political leaning on these papers
determines the 'how' and 'what' we read today. To
see if commercial pressures on these papers
altered their way of relating events which concern
their politics or that of their adversaries. Also to
see if their reporting as Philip Elliot suggests

tend to concentrate on so called
'factual' and 'objective 'reporting of the
who, what, when and where of a
continuous procession of violent
incidents, and is it preoccupied with the
'what' rather than the 'why of violence.
(ELLIOT, Philip.1977)

This paper investigates why newspapers
are not censored as opposed to broadcasting which
is subject to the Broadcasting Authority Act of
1960.It shall discuss the emotive power of each
newspaper within the context of the comparative
analysis, plus the potential influential power of
each.

The paper is split into three sections each
dealing with a specific aspect of the study.
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Section one deals with the question of
censorship and will draw upon the comparison with
broadcasting to tease out if or why newspaper
media is not considered as emotionally powerful or
influential as broadcasting and because of this
does not appear to need control.

Section two investigates the historical
backgrounds of the three daily papers. The 'Irish
Times', 'Irish Independent' and the 'Lrish Press'. It
shall be required to find out when and by whom
each was established. This gives an insight into
their original political leaning. The circulation and
readership profiles are ascertained to establish a

commonality between each paper. Next it is
established if they acknowledge any political
leaning or affiliation today. At this stage itis
expected that they will not acknowledge this
because of the need of each paper to appear neutral
so as to attract the widest audience. Finaily a

general overview of each is given to indicate what
the accepted view is of their politics by the
general public.

The final section shall comprise of the
main analysis of the four chosen events. The Civil
Rights March, Internment, Bloody Sunday,
Hungerstriker Bobby Sands. All chosen because of
their political content and incitement value. They
shall be analysed under the following guidelines,
language, words, text, editing, layout, format
openings and photographs. The individual papers
will have their Headline Articles analysed
comparitively with their editorials to check for
continuity in reporting under the above headings.
The editorials will in turn be compared to one
another.

The Conclusion shall outline the findings from the
analysis and from this answer the questions
outlined in Section one.
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Section 1.

Radio broadcasting began in Ireland in
1926 and in 1965 the service was renamed RTE to
include television. As 4 public authority they
became bound by the Broadcasting Authority Act of
1960 and 1976 and through this they were
compelled to report in an objective and impartial
manner and without any expression of Authorities
own views and is specifically prohibited from
putting out anything which may reasonably be
regarded as being likely to promote or incite to
crime or as tending to undermine the Authority of
the state.

This all became more apparent during
coverage of the conflict in Northern Ireland. State
censorship within the republic was considered
more direct and explicit than in Britain where
Political pressure came on strong in the B.B.C and
With it the effect that reporters had to seek
permission from senior executives before dealing
with issues concerning such things as interviewing
members of the I.R.A. Programmes had to be
'internally balanced' because of the fear

that the television coverage of Northern
Ireland would make it impossible for the
Government to continue with the Guerrilla
war (Curtis P5 1984).

and that any negative publicity concerning the
British troops and Northern Ireland Government or
to investigate or make cause for investigating the
reason for the conflict in the North would lead to
public outcry and put pressure on the Government
for withdrawal of the army.

In Ireland in October 1976 the Minister
for posts and telegraphs Conor Cruise O'Brien,
formalised state censorship by invoking Section 31
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of the Broadcasting Act and directed RTE in writing
to refrain from broadcasting interviews or reports
of interviews with Spokesmen of prohibited
organisations. This ban is renewed annually by the
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs

The Minister Cruise O'Brien gave his
reason for introducing censorship. He felt that
there was a need to control or have a reign on
public opinion or impression to the degree to which
they see the enemy. This was crucial and

the best way for a democracy to deal with
what is called Political Violence is to set
aside its supposedly political character
and concentrate on its criminal aspect as
an armed conspiracy (O'BRIEN 1978)

Such conspiracies in Ireland, he states are
legitimating the cloak of republicanism. Television
is seen to have the power to generate emotion, this
is a tool professionally used and understood by
terrorist groups to carry out appeals, in the case of
the |.R.A, on behalf of Republicanism and this he
says has the effect of making it very difficult if
not impossible to refute by rational argument alone
(O'Brien 1978).

The principle ideology of censorship in
broadcasting is that it is there to protect the
people from themselves. If the general public
are not made aware of 'the cause for violence'
then there will be no interferance. The Minister
feels a well balanced report could have an adverse
effect on 'a potentially highly charged and
emotional audience' (KELLY, P409 1983) and put the
state at risk. Therefore it is in the publics
interest that they should be protected from reports
which may seem sympathetic to the I.R.A, or which
may show the |.R.A in a neutral way without
condemnation nor sympathy.
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The Constitution of 1937 guarantees
'freedom of expression, assembly and association,
including freedom to oppose Government policy.'
However the state

has no Constititional duty to provide any
of the means which the citizen may wish
to employ in order to express himself. It
must allow him to speak, it does not have
to build him 4 platform.

Under Article 40 'organs of Public Opinion' cannot
be used to undermine 'Public order or morality or
the authority of the state.' These powers are
commonplaces of constitutional law throughout the
world.
(For outline of Constitution See Appendix A).

The State does not censor the views of
dissident groups in the print media, partly because
print media is @ longely established medium where
as with broadcasting media which is relatively
new, official regulation and licensing was required
to ensure proper allocation of broadcast
frequencies. Regulation was required to prevent
two stations broadcasting on the same wavelength
with the effect of drowning one another out. This
it was felt protected freedom of expression, so
long aS opposing views are heard onto local
stations. Newspapers therefore are somewhat
impartial to the technical restraints of
broadcasting.

A point continuously made is the impact
media has on the general public. Opinions are
formed and people are influenced. However
arguments have been put forward stating that the
public are not at the mercy of the producer nor are
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they so guilable as to believe everything they hear
or see. It is argued that people have a 'well made
frame of reference - a body of knowledge, beliefs,
attitudes and standards - by which they judge what
is put to them' (FARRELL, P77 1984) and that the
main source of influence comes from parents,
home, school, workplace, general environment and
friends. Others may argue that media rather than
strictly than reinforce opinions or views has the
effect of slowly releasing reality through our daily
dose of TV, radio or newspaper, and in actual fact
media are 'the Machinery of representation in
Modern Societies' (RICHARDSON, P9 1986) and this
is defined as

The power [of media] to represent the
world in certain definate ways. It deals
with how things, people, events,
relationships are represented, what and
who seemingly regularly get left out
What we know of society depends on how
things are represented to us and that
knowledge in turn informs what we do and
what policies we are prepared to accept
(Richardson P9 1986).

Print is unique in so far as representation
is concerned. Print because it is essentially a
freeze frame its layout and photographs allow time
for contemplation over issues at our own
discretion. Television presents flashes of images
that unless are apprehended immediately or seen in
continuity loose impact. Print media invites the
reader to ignore or absorb each item. This can be
achieved unambiguously when and only when, as the
Royal Commission on the press put it.

The numbers and variety of the papers
should be such that the press as a whole
gives an opportunity for all important
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points of view to be effectively
presented in terms of the varying
standards of taste. Political opinion and
education among the principal groups of
the population.

So essentially if all important points of
view are presented then surely this goes against
Cruise O'Briens statement that audience members
are incapable of formulating rational judgements.
On one hand the public are incapable of deciphering
television commentary, reports, visual
presentations yet a medium is provided which
relies upon an intellectual capability for
interpretation and for the formulation of rational
judgement.

Print media is however subjected to its
own form of 'control' from within their
organisations, state control, political pressure and
financial difficulties have led to closures within
the Press. Smaller newspapers become absorbed
into larger business conglomerates. Newspapers
have become in the latter half of the 20th Century
highly dependant on commercial success. Having
strong political views or opinions are not
beneficial in appealing to the broadest sections of
the market. Unlike broadcasting which was bound
to state control. Newspapers seemingly become
bound to the control of the of impartiality. Having
considered this, € newspaper such as the 'Irish
Press' surely could not begin as a voice for
republicanism and then become almost
systematically impartial.

It is hoped here to analyse details which
will determine the validity of the past sections.
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The main question which must be considered is: Can
terrorists be portrayed as legitimate on
paper/print media as on television or radio?

It is suspected that the Minister Conor
Cruise O'Brien does not accept the written word as
being influential and damaging to the extent of
broadcasting because of the nature in which the
newspapers are sold. Television is accepted as
being available to all classes and age groups.
Whereas newspapers will only be ever bought by a

specific class of people and therefore the effect is
not as great. This aspect shall be discussed in the
analysis of the individual papers.
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SECTION II

An historical background of each paper is giveriso
as to identify the papers original political leaning
or ideology. It is important that the three papers
chosen are linked, so as to allow for @ genuine
comparative analysis. It is felt that the readership
profiles of each should overlap for this purpose.
This shall become more apparent in the following
section. The papers are then asked as to their
present political ideology and this is then put
against the perceived opinion of the papers politics
by the general public.

THE IRISH TIMES:
The Irish Times was established in 1859, it

had its first edition published on Tuesday March
29th 1859 and was printed and published at No. 4,
lower Abbey Street, Dublin. For fourteen weeks it
was published each Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday. Over two months later on the 8th of June
that year it became a daily newspaper.

'The Irish Times' title was infused with life
by @ young man in his early twenties Major
Laurence Knox. Taxes on papers had just then been
abolished and 4 great many new journalists
appeared on the scene, though few of them lasted
very long. The' Irish Times' is the only one out of
ten to survive today.

Within a few months of its foundation The
'Irish Times' had a4 circulation of 8,000 an
exceptionally high figure for the time. Over the
past two decades the paper circulation has more
than doubled and now exceeds 93,000 copies per
day.
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The real strength of The Irish Times'
lies not with the size but with the particular
composition of its readership comprising an

exceptionally high ratio of business and
professional readers. A recent Independant Survey
conducted throughout Western European newspapers
found that the 'Lrish Times' was read by 88% of
senior business executives in Ireland. This was the
highest percentage reached by any of the 174 daily
newspapers involved in the survey which also found
that 77% of Irish Businessmen consider the [rish
Times 'Essential Business Reading' (Irish Times
May '88).

An Independant Survey of the Irish media
conducted by the Market Research Bureau of Ireland
shows the average daily readership of the Irish
Times to be 29,800Q in the Republic of Ireland.
This does not include 29,000 readers in Northern
Ireland plus many more overseas. 46% of the
readership is aged between 15 and 34 years old and
75% of the total readership is classified as A.B.C.T.
(upper and middle class). Its appeal is mainly
confined to the capital and large and provincial
cities.

Its policies at first reflected the view of its
founder - in its first issue it described itself as a
'New Conservative Daily Paper.' Later it was to
become utmost in the generally accepted sense
though this was later followed by 'a New Unionist
Policy .... A policy devoted to the reunion of the
country' (Irish Times May

' 88). However the paper
feels that they have followed an Independant
political line since the foundation of the State.
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Following the death of the papers founder
is 1873, The Irish Times was bought by the Arnott
family. It became a Public Company in 1900 but
continued to be controlled by the Arnott family for
another fifty years. In 1974 4 trust was formed
with as its main objective the security and
maintainance of the Irish Times as

an Independant newspaper primarily
concerned with serious issues for the
benifit of the community throughout the
whole of Ireland, free from any form of
personal or party political, commercial,
religious or other sectional control (Lrish
Times May 88).

The trust is seen as unique in Ireland and only
a tiny minority of newspapers anywhere in the
world are protected from commercial and other
pressures in this way.This trust represents the
principle ideology of the 'Irish Times', a guize in
which they would like to appear to the public. How
well the 'Irish Times' lives up to the Trust ideology
was analysed by interviewing some of its readers
and some non-readers into what they perceived the
paper to be. Analysis was also carried out by
investigating comparitively their treatment of key
political issues during the initial years of the
conflict in Northern Ireland [From 1968].

General Overview:
The paper is seen generally as independant,

liberal to an extent. It is also seen as having now
overcome its identification with Protestant
Unionist Minority of pre-independance. However
some evidence shows that there are still indicators
of its one time political affiliation showing
through on issues concerning the conflict in
Northern Ireland. The label given to the '[rish
Limes' of being liberal has grown more meaningless
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since the beginning of the conflict. Views
expressed in the paper could be classed as 'middle
of the road' in so far as no immediate bias is given
literally to a story. However analysis shows their
style or format of reporting is quite unique in so
far as they transcribe their account of an event by
using words, techniques of layout, linkage and
openings. Their articles appear unbiased, initially
when compared with the strongly emotive articles
found at times in the within the 'Lrish Press' but
are they? And what are the effects of such
articles? These questions are answered in the
following section.

THE IRISH PRESS:
In 1919 Eamonn de Valera went to America,

and other areas as far away as Australia to carry
out fund raising for a DAIL LOAN. In America, the
minimum subscription of 500 dollars was becoming
more difficult for would be supporters, so de
Valera decided to accept smaller amounts. He had
an ace up his sleeve. Just over half the money
raised in America in 1919 had been sent to Ireland
and used for the purposes for which it was
intended. That was two and a half million dollars.
The remainder was left on deposit New York banks.
In August 1922, the Cosgrave Government applied
for and won an injunction restraining the banks
from paying out the money to de Valera and his
associates.

The Dublin Government then applied to the
New York Supreme Court for.a declaration that it
was entitled to the funds, a claim contested by de
Valera on behalf of the Republican Party, in May
1927, it was ruled that neither the Dublin
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Government nor the Republican Party in Ireland was
entitled to the money, which the judge ordered
should be returned to the original subscriber. The
holders of some of the bonds alloted them to de
Valera to promote the 'lrish Press' and a

corporation was formed in America to invest this
money in the new newspaper company.

However down through the years this has
been the subject of great controversy. Allegations
that de Valera and later other members of the de
Valera family controlled the '[rish Press' were
continuously denied. The irish Press was first
published in September in 1931. The button to
start the press rolling was pressed by Mrs Pearse,
mother of Padraig and Willie the 1916 leaders.

it was founded in response
to a demand for a paper which would
express the feelings and outlook of the
great majority of the Irish people. It
consistantly promoted the development of
agriculture, industry and business
activities in Ireland (lrish Press '91).

It is considered to have had a4 'marked influence on
the course of modern Irish history.' (Lrish Press
91).

Their other policy from the beginning was
to have breakfast-table delivery of the morning
newspaper. It considers itself as having pioneered
the way to faster deliveries all around the country.

Consistent with its policy of
encouragement and development of Irish Industrial
enterprise the 'Irish Press' played the pioneering
role in the use of Irish Newsprint in the production
of the newspapers in the group.
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The financial press section of the Jrish Press is
considered as consistently providing the best
informed and authoritatively backed news and
comment on the business life in Ireland (trish
Press '91).

A survey carried out by Lansdowne Market
Research shows that the average daily readership
of the 'Irish Press' to be 266,000 in the Republic of
Ireland. Plus many more in Northern Ireland and
overseas. 38% of the readership is aged between
15 and 34 years old and 71% of the total readership
is classified by A.B.C.! (upper and middleclass). Its
appeal is mainly confined to the rural areas.

General Overview:
In 1931 in the Dail the new paper came
under fire, A T.D asked W.T. Cosgrave if he
intended to suppress the 'Republican Rag.'
Cosgrave replied gravely that he did not,
that it would suppress itself shortly
(Qram P175 1983).

The Irish Press has been generally taken as
the more Republican of the three dailies, however
this label has become progressively less
meaningful today. However indicators show up
their one time political affiliation quite clearly.
These indicators are in the form of style, format,
linkage and openings. Analysis of these shows how
their account, from a republican point of view, can
be quite easily put across without appearing
biased. It is only by comparison with another paper
ie. [he Independent or Times that their 'Angle'
becomes apparent.
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It is discussed later as to how they use these
methods of transcribing accounts and the potential
effects of 'emotive views' which may be used.

THE IRISH INDEPENDENT:
The 'Irish Independent' was born out of the

IRISH DAILYINDEPENDENT in 1904 by William
Martin Murphy. The new-look IRISH INDEPENDENT
was officially launched on January 2nd 1905. Over
50,000 copies of the first issue of the lrish
Independent been printed, the old Irish Daily
Independent had sold a mere 8,000 copies daily.
Rival journals and journalists regarded the new
paper as 4 flash in the pan, but as a report in the
Golden Jubilee issue of the Jrish Independent
stated:

The reading public of treland, slow as a
rule to take to any innovation, quickly
recognised in the Irish Independent an
almost entirely new departure in Irish
journalism. They were fascinated by its
clever make-up and were delighted by its
literary style. They were impressed,
above all, by its strict adherence to the
highest conons of decent journalism. It
won respect and admiration for its
scorning of sensationalism and for the
honourable impartial treatment it gave to
every school of thought in Ireland (Qram
P105).

It was rumoured in Dublin that the owner of
an English newspaper 'The Daily Mail' was the
financial backer and real man behind the 'Irish
Independent.' It was also rumoured that the
newspaper was staffed by English journalists. The
rumours enjoyed remarkable longevity. Later
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Murphy stated that not a penny of anyones money
but his own went into the development of the paper.

Within weeks of its launch sales were
settied at 25,000 a day but within three years that
figure had risen to 40,000. Today the daily sales of
the 'lrish independent' stands at 149,600 with the
readership estimate of more than 680,000 adults.
This is more than the 'Lrish Press' or the 'Irish
Times' combined. This figure does not include the
many more readers outside the Republic of treland.
Although the readership strengths of the
Independent newspaper is greatest in the Sunday
Market, their daily paper (Irish Independent)
readership is classified in the AB,C1 market, 59%
ABs and 45% Cis. Its appeal is mainly confined to
rural/large town areas with 37% of its readers in
Dublin (See Marketing report in Appendix C).

When questioned as to their political leaning
the views expressed were that of a paper which has
no political bias. However research has shown the
lrish Independent during the sixties was the paper
closest to church thinking and considered quite
conservative.

General Overview:
All these dailies have been found , claiming

to be uncommited politically and have steared away
from issues which appear neither profitable nor
fashionable. Generally the range of contents and
way of treatment of issues vary but overall their
level of maturity and accuracy in the treatment of
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affairs is quite high. This dissertation concerns
itself with the treatment of issues and its effects,
on the understanding that their seriousness and
accuracy is genuine.

REPORTING THE CONFLICT IN NORTHERN IRELAND:

The following is a detailed study of how the
conflict in Northern Ireland is reported in three
lrish Daily newspapers. The study will focus on
four major events over a thirteen year period from
1969 -1981. it was carried out to determine if
this reporting as Philip Elliot suggests

tend to concentrate on so-called 'factual'
and 'objective' reporting of the who, what,
when and where of a continuous
procession of violent incidents. And is it
preoccupied with the 'what' rather than
the 'why' of violence (Elliot Philip 1977).

OVERVIEW:
Across the three dailies it has been found

that in the case of violent incidences little
explanation into the reason or cause behind a
violent incident were reported and few attempts
were made to explain the motives and policies of
the 'Terrorist.' Violent incidences were
continuously portrayed as mindless and
irresponsible. It was found that the motives behind
violent attacks had been overshadowed by human
interest stories which would highlight personal
characteristics of innocent victims. During the
'Blood Sunday' incident the victims of violence, a

priest and young men were highlighted in such a
fashion as to add to the terror quality of the report.
It was also found that the use of the Church's
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outcry was almost consistent in every violent
incident, in condemning violent actions,
particularly when it concerned action againt
Catholics. This it was felt is another way of
exaggerating 'terror quality.'

The 'Irish Press' and 'Irish Independent'
tended to play up and give greater coverage of
Catholic victims of violence more so than the 'Irish
Times.' The initial two dailies have a tendancy to
jump and point the finger at the agressor if it was
the security forces. Where as the 'Irish Times'
began articles vague and not until further down in
an article within the smaller print were there
accusations made.

However not all the emphasis was on
Violence all three dailies showed tendency to
discuss political inititives and actions in their
editorials. There was not a general acceptance of
the 'Official' Security Forces account of events
mainly because either their reporters were usually
on te scene or it showed bias in favour of the
security forces. However the security forces
account of events was not discounted and was used
by each daily in different formats to paint separate
pictures ie. In the 'Irish Press' eyewitness accounts
were reported before accounts by the security
forces. This gave somewhat greater creedance to
the civilian account, where as in the "Irish Times'
it was the security forces account of events first
then the civilians account. each format although
told the same story it is felt showed some bias.

The image of the Irish Politician is kept 'low
key.' Attention being focused primarily on British
and Nortern Politicians. The Irish Politicians
appear to refrain from action or reaction to events.
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They appear more concerned with discussion to
solve delicate issues rather than to use force. The
portrayal of British Politicians in particular
Captain O"Neill is of someone out of touch with
reality. In both the 'Irish Press' and 'Irish
Independent' the British forces are reported as
being on the side of Paisleyites and Unionism
against Republicanism. Where as with the 'Lrish
Times' this is less so. It must be remembered that
these findings are strictly in relation to the case
Studies taken and may not reflect the papers
treatment of other issues with a political content.

CASE STUDIES:
To answer the questions asked earlier a

broad case study of newspaper coverage of the
following events was taken.

It must be noted that the study analyses the
relative leading cover articles and editorials at the
time of these events. It does not cover other
articles within the paper which may cncern
themselves with the events.

>

~ 'CIVIL RIGHTS MARCH' (Jan. 1969).
A case where young people mainly Catholic

students were ambushed three times by Paisleyites
and then subsequently attacked by the Security
Forces.

- "INTERNMENT' (AUG. 1971).
Over 300 suspected wrongdoers were picked

up and withheld without rights for days and weeks
onendin aneffort to curb violent incidences.
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As rights fight gets militant

B-Special
warning

diwichois Chair yppuucads da the North
that "unless these warring minorities rapidly
returned to their senses,"

Toe Governnu.
at the Public Orde:

Meas

re of Garda

nase

tentqorte
ge carted Ost

py, Or. Francs

WEATHER

patton 'Litue ezanze.

TODAY' s TIDES
ih t
wotao
eg
os?

URSCEALA

Teeheieal
ealiod into Glena-
perth Mayo coast,

folowing the death of

in 3 remote district

exaipination
fa Belmutict

Marto

Oe7
32

the Government

ina tatement
ty Associahva ivaders ia the

North. oagered by the Derry violence - disclosed they
are planning a more militant campaign, which might
Insole hunger strikes. the occupation of ublie build-

non pay
ment or rates ang waxes, as weu as marches. The new
fampaisn Plan will be discussed al an emergency meet:

Ve in Belfast this week -

£d..or.al comment, page 8.

'Uister has
had enough'
N kis statement, issued in Landon, Capt. O'Neill said:

- "I want the people of Ulster to understand in plain
1 erms ibe events which have taken place since January 1.
Tee march to Londonderry, planned by sne so-called People's

« Was, from the oulsel, a (oolhardy and frrespon-
Phe odertatiog.

best, thase who planned
It were careless of the effects
which it would have, At worst
they embraced witb enthusiasm
the prospect of pubdliclty caus
ing further damage to the
loterests of Northero Llrelaod as
a
whoe,commend all of hose wha,

like the leader of the Natlonal-
Gt ratty, urges utonfootieProposal should be
1 must tke quite :
rlew of thote others who,

forwhatever easons, mbraced and
endored it Wiser counsels did
not prevail and the orgagisers
decided lo proe

¢ Deane (61), Sbrana-
pore ver 'dome Laie on Asked why
a tee 1

know
that many

deceategret . ople, secing the ill-fec
a5 was bas aioce arisen, bave
let 637 asked the question: "Woy was

lve br 60 We march allowed to go on"a he. Serena a The simple answer ts that
Northern Meland 1s (ree
country in which people bave
the mght-whieb ought as far
as possible to be protected -
lo state views, however foolish
acd tl-judged and untimely they
may de, rovided they keep
withio the law

Ix true that the Mialster
of Home Affairs relams a power
tw ban processions and meetings;

rate ogsts offce aad [ By say bere that Captain
Long has, of curse, had my [ult

ane, who tad elgbl In| support throughout this dificult
whom have er! weel

amy 1 Engtand
ane omen. 'by D eily.ded Or T. Kely. Violence

"But the Miolster's power to
ban 1s one to be used only wheo
Ube police consider their own
powers tnadequale. Provided the
marchers acted withio the law
and provided others respected,
as law-abiding citizens should

i; LULL persnerly airstream do, the right of peaceful demon
overs tretan stration, there was no reasoa fur

4 pererst for 6 am, to Mid- physical violence of aay son on

al ne, Good e in mot} the route ech wo

Bee cur very cold, etth scat Londonderry,

Gace yeux bowers. mainly in "But, the eveal, two

Bae vie norswest Light things base happened. Some of

x] ogerae norls or parihwes: the marchers and those who
eidesprese sharp or supported them ip Londooderry
frost except in some itself have shown themselves to

ol are. mete hooligans, ready to
ant attack the police and others.

"And, in varlous places,
people bave atempetd lo take
the law (ato their own bands to
efforts to Impede the mareb.
"These efforts tocluded dis:

gracefui violeore offered tndis
eriminately both to the marchers

to the police, who made
protect them.

srrese why

peareabsy,
wauld have made tittle mark and
no turther damage of aoy sort
would haye deea done to the
good nan¢ of Lister,

'Extremism
"Indeed, in turning thelr backs

ia peaceful disapproval of these
teresponsible and misgulded
people, those who disapproved
of them would bave shown a
maturity which could oaly have
won dew respect
"The extremism of the Re

publicans, Revolutionary Social-
and Snarchists exe only be

furves
phy

ot some urher 07m uf exremialn.
"It deserves to be remembered

that it was the refusal of deocnt
people, bath Protestants and
Fomaa Catholics, te be provoked

To page 4

Plan to storm
police station

... then the women step in
From DAMIEN McHtUGli and PATRICK RE YNOLDS:
PLAN by 1,000 men, armed with sledgehammers, fron
bars and sticks, lo storm Derry police headquarters and

occupy the Guildhall was called off yesterday after appeals
from leaders of the Citkens' Action Committee. Instead,
1,000 women and girls staged a peaceful procession to the
RULC, headquarters in Strand Road to protest agalnst pollee
activities In the Nationalist arca of the city during Saturday

Trying' to
out-Craig

Craig
Capt. O'New) was simply

"out-Craiging Craig" with bis to-
timauons of a yet more repres-
sive ailitude towards the Civil
Righls Movement, the Nationalist
Party leader, Mr Edward Me-

Ateer, suid last night
Commenting of the stalemeat

by the Northern Premier be
said: "1 do not know who bis
advisors are but certal this
stalemeal shows little a
of the urgent need of the present
situation.
"The indications of more use

'of the partisan Special Constabu-
lary and a yet more repressive
Public Order Act simply 'out
Craigs Craig.
"Indeed, a1 this moment |

consider that a visibly bmpartial
police force is the mast urgeatly
pecessary civil right of all
When, Ob when will the Cabinet
gel down to a simple dectaration
of intention to grant full civ
rights to all?

would be Lhe mast
effective contribution of all to

public peace," be said.

Warning
Mr. McAteer sald tbat be bad

been In telephone consultstion
Minister of Home

the see
D

amed them that the dam
is about to peur

ip Derry and
that i1 is up to theryto prevent
it aod thal the responsibiluly for
any further outbreak of violence
will be squarely at Ube doors of
the police authorities.

"JT bave told the Slinister of
Home Affalrs be should give
a promise that there will be an
Inquiry Into police behaviour
througbout tbe march from

and part os"
pet at

Belfast to Derry

4To page -4

So iacensed were the thous
ends of peaptein td Nallofalht
Rogilde brea of the cy, whe
alleged that law and order hed
broken down and police had tost
controt of the situatlon, that
there was omigous talk of orm:
ing a "Citizens' Army" to police
Nauonalist areas outside the
ancient city walls from riot
police Incurstoas.

Men, youths aud boys armed
lbemacives with a vanety of
weapons and assembled at @

slum clearance sile al the corner
of Watertoo Street aud Leckey
Road-the secne the previous
aight of bloody encounters

Before the iSman Citizens'
Action Committee, led by Ivan
Cooper and Joha Hume, arrived

ery was for blood and
vengeance.
Residents in Leckey Road, St.

Columb's Wells, Fahan Street,
Rossville Street and

=
other

centres in the Bogside area
organised impromptu press con-
ferences to give examples of
"outrageous police behaviour"

'be allegalions Inctuded
ebarges tbat individual riot
squad police, in the early bours
of Sunday morning, were drunk
and wantonely smashed the win
dows of bouses in St. Columb's
Wells while the residents were
jo bed.
Residents queued up to ell

visiting aewsmen of the Janguage
used by some of the palice, and
they alsa claimed there had beea
indiscriminate batoning,

'Nonsense'
At a subsequent palice press

conference, County Inspector
David Corbett dismissed the
charges; as "complete aod
absolute nonsense". He sald
police tactics were based on &

Teasonable assumpuca (bat
crowds from the Bogside area
would force their way into the
cily cenite withia Derry's Walls,
and police acted ta counter any
attempts at looting.
Barricades, be claimed, were

erected in the Leckey Road
istinct to set a trap for tbe
police by turing them Into
ambush.
Bs 3 pm yesterday the aneey

Women of the Bogside
area of Derry marching to
Yietoria RUC, Barracks.

Qn double

murder

charge
A byearold tick driver

was last bight charged with the
murder af twa men, who were
fatally stabbed on Friday

aightguiside their homes In
North Quays district of

Dublin.

ja the Bridewet) Garda Sta-
tion, Christopher Dwyer, Lower
Church Street, Dublio, was
charged with

murdering.thony Smith*(9) and iin
Ney 20), both of Arran Street
This moruing be will eppcer

to the Dublin District
CourtA second youth, who

been helping Eardal with wet
Inquities, was released

-

last
aight

Scooterist
killed in
collision

Paut Brennan (20), of 73
Upper Careys Read, Limerick,
was killed when bls motor
scooter was in cotliston with &

stray horse at Hyde Road In the
euy ia the carly hours of
yesterday moroing.
His pillion passenger, Patrick

Daly (19), of 5 Hyde Aveaue,
Prospect, Limerick, was injured
in the crash and is detained
in Barringlon's Hospital and bis
condition said to be "satis
factory".
Five peopie were injured 10 a0

accideat at Duashaugblia,
Meath on Saturday morving
whea the car in which they
were travelling mounted the
footpath ja Maia Street and
skidded along ihe front of three
houses.

Rights march:
Three accused
Three men are to appear at

Antrim Magistrate's Court thls
mornicg on charges of dis-
orderly behaviour arising out of
the ircuble in Toomebridge last
thursday, when be People's

tusrchers were pass-
ing through.
They are Henry P, Walls (46),
'Iemaguig2o, Magherafelt;

yu (22), and 18-year
old Brian. Grant, both of Toome
bridge.

£83,000 pay

Trish soldiers lo Cyprus bave
been warmed to curd their
fomantic approach to local
beauties, For the troops have
found to thelr cost that dating
any girl is taken virtually as a

proposal of marriage,
Cypriot girls are closely

chap*roned aod (bey
elieve

that it, 2 mao lakes
them

out
mar

raae
Th ODOM Fas Tein,

brought 10 a head when a young
soldier from Co. Dublin wat
asked by the family of a girl
he had seen home in Fama-
gusta: "When do you lotead
to marry?

The shocked private reported
his dilemma to bis command:
ing officer who sent an officer to
the girl's parents to explain
Xbat Irish) courting customs
were aot so strict,
Imuediately afterwards the

400 soldiers serving with the
United Nations peacekeeping
force on the Island were tetued
with a warning about future

gat
ey. Homance a ver,

tricky bustness for & forelpner
in Cyprus. A man who dates
a git] there without promising
marriage runs the risk of being
stabbed or shot by the girl's
relatives.

Cyprus: warning on romance
We bave told the mec to

make clear at the outset to
the girls that they have 20
intentions of eading up al the
iar.
Part of the regular standing

orders for any Anny, he said,
lncluded details op how to deal
with the local people, There
had been very ttle difficulty
exresenced by the teh

a reminder.
Tre spokesman added' "So

far none of aur troops have
married Cypriot girls. The lads
seem to preter the gira back
bome.

Cosgrave 'No'
to Labour

Unrealisti c demand
By Our Political Correspondent, MICHAEL MILLS
NY possibility that Fine Gael might be prepared to

implement Labour Party poticy in retura for Labour's
support in the Dail after the next general election was dis-
pelled by the leader of Fine Gael, Mr. Liam Cosgrave, yester-
day. He sald this was neFine Gael was seek a
majomty in the Dail in he, hext
election. Apybody willlng to
support them wonld be
"on the basis of
policy",
Mr. Cosurare, who- was giving

4 press onforence st the end
of a three-day discussion by bis
froat bench on party policy, was
asked about tbe taference of

thezpeech of the
Labour Party, Mr. Barry Der
mond, last Thursday, lo which
he ruled out coativion, but said
that the question of Labour's
support of any other party must
temaln ao open issuc, Labour's
support would depend on the
programme offercd io return (or
the artys support the
calibre of the cabinet most likely
to Implement Labour policy,
said Mr, Desmond.

Alternative
Mr, Cosgrave made

that any support must
lated not to Labour but lo Fine
Gacl policy. He said the only
alternative to Fiansa Fail was
Fine Gael and, in any practical
assessment of the political situa-
Vion, this would still be the
posiiion after the next election
Fine Gael was the only party

with the policy, personnel and
Getermination to accept the
Tesponsibitity of Government.

culcome of the front
bench meeting ts that greater
emphasis will be placed in the
partys revised policy on State
participation io certain areas,
especially in the field of social
wellare.

it. clear

A comprehensive insurance
scheme will sull remain the

party policy ia thisbasis of
field, which includes health.

Statement read by Mr
Cosgrave at the ecd of the three
day meeting ta:d the froot beneb
of Dail and Seanad members
had dealt with "the policies to
de implemented dy the party to
overnment aflet tbe next elec
on."
Documents on social welfare

Snow, frost
make roads

dangerous
Severe frot ail over the

ccuntry and ght snowfalls in
northern and gone western paris
of (ne country made driving coo-
eiooss very hazardous last night

Automotie
-

Association
warned motorist, 10 drive with
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CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
4 NEW THREAT of a civil diss 4 plan which, a spokesman said, would

pbedience campaign throughout the Six invelye not only marches but boycotts,
+ alonghe with the ate pubis antec be
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'Rights' men
avert CYiSIS
in Derry

By DENIS McGRATH in Derry
A NEW EXPLOSIVE situation developed in Derry yesterday afternoon

whens 1.5uu people, all in a bitter and angry mood, gathered in Lecky Road

4 month's time.

with plans to march on the city's R.U.C. headquarters in Strand Road, in
tof what they regarded as police brutality during the 12 hours of dis-
centering on the Bogside area of the city up to 5 am. yesterday.

(Editorial Comment: Page 10)
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SECTION II!

~ BLOODY SUNDAY (Jan. 1972)
13 later to increase to 14 civilians were

shot dead by security forces during a
demonstration in Derry.

~ HUNGERSTRIKER: BOBBY SANDS (May 1981)
A member of IRA went on hungerstrike in

an effort to acquire five demands for Republican
prisoners and subsequently died from starvation
without achieving his aims.

The papers examined were three sets of
daily papers published in Dublin the Irish Press. the
irish Times and the Irish Independent.

ANALYSIS OF THE NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF CIVIL
RIGHTS MARCH.
Monday January 6 1969.

Both the Irish Press and Irish Times
present an image of chaos where security has to
higher up because of the action of the 'warring
minorities'. Both papers take on a British
perspective of events whereas the with Irish
Independent it explains why an explosive situation
arose in the first place.

'A new explosive situation developed... in
protest of what they regarded as police brutality'
(Independent 1969). Although all three papers tell
essentially the same story their format differed
enormously. With the Irish Times the headlines and
subsequent commentry remains vague. The article
does not say until much further down in the
'smaller' print whom the attackers were and then
when it indicates that the security forces were in
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the wrong, the number of wrongdoers are kept to a
minimum. O'Neill's comments indicate that the
affair was not ordered from seniority, but that it
was the result of a small group of Partisans.

An active and immediate Investigation
into complaints about the behaviour of
some members of the R.U.C on Saturday in
Derry (Irish Times 1969).

The 'Irish Times' tale of events has quite a

high reliance on the security forces for their
interpretation of events. It also makes suggesions
as to the small number of complaints made by
indicating that the complaints were made only by
the people in the Nationalist areas of the city and
by only a few members of the Nationalist meeting.

One man said that a Policeman was just a

Paisleyite dressed up and the more
moderate views of civil rights leaders
was that administration of law and order
was, at least, one sided (Irish Times
1969).

Greater emphasis is placed on what the
Prime Minister for Northern treland Captain O'Neil]
had to say. What he has to say is taken on being
more authoritive on the issue. The image of the
civilrighter is of a minority group whom intend to
intensify their action and that 'Derry Nationalists'
were busy organising their own defence groups'
(Irish Times 1969). The leading article at no time
identifies clearly whom the 'warring minorities'
are. Nor does it admit that the police did attack
the marchers. The main photo indicates that the
security forces are in defence of the marchers,
both of whom are under attack.
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The editorial sees an interesting development from
the front page. Here immediate blame is placed on
not the civil rights marches or police but
'Buntingites, Paisleyites and militant Loyalists'
(Lrish Times 1969) who took the law into their
own hands. It then criticises the police force who

used batons, fists and water cannons
against both sides and did not have the
gumption to shoulder aside a handIful of
presumably unarmec men [civil righters].
(Irish Times 1969)

even though permission was given by the Minister
of home affairs for the 'Peoples Democracy March."
It places blame upon the Orange Order States,
where they feel 'Anarchy is an old world in the
orange handbook (jrish Times 1969). The article
proceeds to paint glossy imagery of the brave
Students accepting that they are 'anarchists and
revolutionary socialists and republicans amongst
the students' however, born out of 'Unionist
Injustice' (Irish Times 1969). When you take this
reporting and compare it with The 'Irish Press' an
immediate difference can be seen.

The leading article follows much the
same format. O'Neill warning the civil righters and
asking the Government to look at the Public Order
Act so as to control the elements 'seeking to hold
the entire community at ransom clearly Ulster has
had enough' (Lrish Press 1969). The images of the
Civil rights group is very similar to that in the
'lrish Times' (Irish Press 1969).

Never the less the editorial of the 'lrish
Press' tells a very different story to that of the
cover story. It blames O'Neill directly for the
attacks on the civil rights marchers and argues
that O'Neills comments that the marchers are 'mere
hooligans'. The article then proceeds, quite bitter
at the Police attitudes saying.
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They failed [Police] largely because the
numbers of police deployed were
insignificant for the task. At times,
according to the Premier, one sixth of the
RUC strength of 3,000 were concentrated
on the marchers route. The credit of the
Government was so deeply involved that
2,500 police should have been used to
secure the right of peaceful passage for
the marchers and probably precations on
the state would have been taken if it was
a Unionist march that was exposed to a
similar danger of attack' (Lrish Press
1969).

The article also denounces the need for
the B Specials by saying it 'would be quite unessaryif every citizen of Northern Ireland were given
equal rights under the law' (Irish Press 1969). The
paper also feels that

civil rights marchers which might have
to accept the protection of the B specials
open up a frightening prospect of
Bloodshed and Anarchy(lrish Press 1969),

lt is interesting to note that the 'Irish
Times' said the civil righters were made up of
young nationalist students however some are
anarchists and revolutionast socialists. Where as
The 'Irish Press' to conclude in its editorial states,

everybody knows that the civil rights
movement embraces men and women of
every class and of religious and political
affiliation (Lrish Press 1969).

and makes no criticism of this fact.

The format chosen by The 'Lrish
Independent' in the leading article differs from the
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other two dailies in so far as it indicates why the
civil righters are protesting and that is 'in protest
of what they regard as police brutality' (Lrish
Independent 1969). It then proceeds to tell of the
people

all in a bitter and angry mood many of the
men and youths in the crowd had armed
themselves with spears, cudgels, hurling
sticks and iron bars (|ndependent 1969).

The photograph on the cover confirms this
(see fig ). These people were persuaded to calm
down by Mr Gerry Fitt M.P and a representative body
of women were sent to make their complaints. The
'Irish Independent' attempts to paint the scenes
running up to the events where as the other Dailies
are concerned with the event alone. Each paper
covered a different aspect of the marchers
throughout the North. Never the less each one was
concerned with O'Neills attacks on the march. The
'lrish Independent' reports on some eyewitness
accounts of police brutality in detail but this is at
the end of the article on the cover page. The
editorial, similar to The 'Irish Press' states and
argues that Cpt. O'Neill is out of touch with reality,

where deeds were wanted he has
bestowed words and the hint of 'the
greater use of the Special Constabulary
for normal police duties.' Where a round
up is needed of the leading thugs who
lined the high ground near Claudy, the
injured must do with homily on civic
responsibility (lrish Independent 1969).

The article continues and indicates RUC brutality
requires a full scale inquiry. It also hints that the
police are not impartial in their duty and then
rnakes accusations,
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Many scenes of bitter turmoil in

Belfast's mixed areas

Irish Times Reporters

AT LEAST 12 peopte died in violence in Northern Ireland yesterday and last night following the
hasouncement of internment by the Northern Prime Minister, Mr. Faulkner, and the arrest of more than

Me men in different parts of the State.
As Opposition politicians in the North
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1B LEAST 13 people, possibly more, had been
A dead in the North by carly today, 1a Che worst

Mg
cf vislence there since August, 1969 Ten

Be clims were shut dead dn Belfast They

ix ed a oprigst, tua Mumen aud two ftecnage

5 G Men

Behe le He was shut by Ua
4 whee a the Tan Rites a

be few Barrie
dQ belt otest the bad

fe fury tifae bn tah the Mat

is bathers a is there toc
Tee were ropa et A UGE
Wakes a pass ar at Clads,

ae i: a chihan Ged bospiai afl
a ide etwen res and cis

anther meident shets were fir
ERS Be 'bcounues at a Briusn army patroi tring tu

Lagefg a bom «: the read weur
CER and Bek: » a F nagh lest night
Beret

cen ime urd setup ed Uinche
meee trafic along readx anarmy pitrou: cane Io Gomante e mune a

MUM shots was bred acess Latoua dake fren hilty
Bat Co Leitn:

trol dived into the water to oblain cover and
few seconds the shooting stopped. The banb

Reteqsently dismantled.
«Sesh cotene started as early mornig, demonstra.

cople learned. ofthe dawn Is Follow,
ei Pant rime: intster's, Ikner's *

introduce i the omenswicky develo} to sectarian4 ally "med Protestants and Catholics.

yet pots and buses were soon # blazing inferno.

¢ vans were commandered by both sides
rs that were not immediately set on fire, or
oe

Om ricades. were used to transport armed bands

Bia
2 ne area to another. Last night the North's

IM Cynmmeree, Mr. Ballie, described Belfast
este Landun bite",

wore in actin throughout Ue city,
£4 pe oth cides in gunfire that spared neither
BBs tans. The first boy to be killed had bis

A ofl pefure he received a sniper's bullet between

evening a raging gun battle suddenlyi be Sow Bernsley Estate, outside the Henry
} Hail, and it was here that the two
4. Two men who were injured by gun-
hospits

hi di a set ire towing in the Ardoyne are: re5
recstants as they evacuated the area. Claiming
es. been intimidated, they said they would only

ells, and nothing else, for the "* Fenians " They
emit they would put the torch to the nearby

Estoril Gardens. Almost 100 'Protestant homes

to Belfast went on against a back-
, ™

gun battles and violence in Derry, Newsy
- and Strabane.

Earlier Cardinal Conway
appealed to the Catholic popula-
trop Bot to allow their feelings

lead them into situations
where they could suffer serious
bajuey or Heath.

Youths wrecked the centre
of Strabane where army and
police left the town for Clady
where bitler Gghting was re
ported before midnight.
Early today, shooling broke

out in places 2s far distant as
Armagh and Coalisland, Spring-

yemuria
cere kille
jater 1m

iow Father

Mullen
eqwas

shot
ne PAT HOLMES In

st
in which field "Road RUC station snd

Muien, a Soyeat) Crumla Road Jail were vader

4 dd were des souper fire in Belfast.Cen At Banbridge, Co. Down. 2it.
te ane early URIS Crocs
Rev. Fe, Patrick Egan,

steey, Belfast.
church of the Rev, lan Paisley
was teported burned down.

A weaving factory oa the out-
skirts of Coalisland was set on
fice during rious ia the town
when a crowd of several huo-
dred, who had earlier attended
a CRM protest meeting in the
town square, attacked the local
police station with petrol bombs
and bricks.
Details of the death toll to

Belfast, up to midoght were
the two womes, one British
soldier who died un the carty
hours, twa boys-one aged

eum "The moasatery
wen under fire over the

Riis ue hours from across
pace isac," he said.

Ceiba: 13 a
He said that Fr. Muled
ig attend a wounded
wa nearby field. This
tad bravght a child to

To page 7
a seurity guard, and five

Weather on page 6 civitians.
x soldiers bave been

hurt - about 31 witb guasbot
wouads - in violence in both
Derry aod Belfast One 15

dangerously id.
In Derry. after 1$ hours of

continuous riotung, 11 soidiers
had been injured-five by zup-
fire. The soldier lying daa-
gecousty if] in Altaoalgelvin
Hospital, was shot by a mystery
gunman,

PURSCEALA

anny reinforce:
ments were landed by helicop-
ter after rioters fied shops

tard stores and. offices. Later. 4Wand SHOT crowd of about 100 hijacked 3

, mechanical digger and formeci barricades the Domink
Street aree
The most vicious batue was
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Lynch deplores
internment
Call for conference

POLITICAL REACTION (0 yesterday's critical events in
the North raoged from the call by (he Taoiseach, Mr.
Lynch, for a conference of al! interested parties, and
tepeated demands in London for the recall of the Brilish
Parliament, to the S.D.L.P.'s call for the boycott of public
bodies and a general rent and rates strike as a protest
against Internment.

Mr. Lyneh said that tbe in-
o wt

out inal was depiorable
evidence of the political
poverty of, lhe policies which
ad been pursued in the North

now allow the prospects of any
to deflect

me from my duty to act."
The main target, "al present"

he said, was the IRA, but be
Ly added that be would not
for some time, and wi be hesitale "to take strong actlon
condemned publicly last week. against any other individuals

Ho caid that bardsbips would or organisations who may pre-
be suffered by many families sent such a threat in the
as a Consequence of internment future." (Full text: page 4).
and be had e When the Cabinet meets in
Army authorities to make ac- Government Butidings at 11
commodation available at Army a.m. today, the main item on
camps to anl dependants of the agenda will be the critical
internees who sougbl such situation in the North, and it
accommodation. is certain that Mr. Lyneh and

Me, Lynch said that the law his Ministers will have before
must be administered impar- them up-to-the-minute reports:

iniheNorth.and he
on every aspect of the crisis.

5

Hake' US aGoafgzence
of
all including Army plans for an!

take place im order to obtain a
new form of administration for
Northern Ireland.
"There is oo other way to

avoid further deaths and ia.
jury." he added. (Full teat of
Taviseach stalemest on page

- ,
Critical
The Northern Premier, Mr.

Faulkner, io his statement
yesterday announcing intern-
ment and the six-month parade
ban, said of internment: "I
have taken this serious sep
solely for the protection of life
and the security of property.

"AU all tunes have consis
tently emphasised that it was
not a step towards which |

would be moved by any poli-
teal clamour. Equally [ canoot

Girl of
A (ouryearald Co. Derry

girl was among the 300 held

thousand
North,

Treatment
Fine Gael has sent telegranis

to the Internationa! Red Cross.
Amaesty International and the
International Comrission of
Jurists requesting them to eni
representatives 10 the North
immediately lo observe the
intptementution of laws enforce:
ing internment without trial,
interrogation of suspected per-
sons and the treatment of
prisoners.
A slatemeat released after

an emergency meeting of the
Party's fropt bench i Leraster
House yesterday pointed cut

refugees from the

To page 5

Mew Pavey arrited home
afler 2 12-hour spell uf night
nursing in the Mid-Ulster

tein yesterday morning's
The gids veer Grd

Mis Mary cad tat
bad aken her

hr dau Mone a hr

B

bastard Jahn daytur Haas o

fron, .br., ded. ot 4 -m. an. Marle was
in theie hore Io ult, brought back to her booie 1p

Maghera, a police car.

unprecedented influx of several -

TODAY
DEMAND fer recall of

British Commons. internment
swoop "flopped", say the
Provisionals, Ciaran McKeown
tells of the North's heart-
break page 3
BITTER reaction sweeps

country. Mr, Lynch's states
ment and other reactions

page 4
THE Northern holocaust

-picwres ... page $
World Bank gives £5.4m.

for school projects ... page &

SUBSIDIES shock for Irish
meat factories

?
frish motor-

ists' survival chreatened by
taxation page 7

FEATURES: Part two of
Marie Comerford's series on
research into the 1919-22
'State papers page 9
FINANCE: Your money

and you + page 10
FOREIGN: Russia and India

sign friendship treaty. London
talks on Clyde shipyard fail

page WI

WOMAN'S PRESS: Jim
Dunne makes 2 plea for!
good music page 12!

Sir Dingle tells
how to appeal

Sir Dingle Foot, Britain's
former Solicitor General,
said that in Bdialn intern
meat without had ouly
been used In time of war,
TL was possible in the North
ualy because of the Special
Powers Act, Westminster
could pass legistatton repeal:
ing this Act.
There way a right of

appeal against Internment to
the Commission on Human
Wights and then to the
Court of Human Rights at
Sirasbourg. Any tuternee
could send in a petition.

4 held in swoop
Said Mey. Davey: "She was

in a hysterical state and C

had to give her a sedative
ty calm h

fe May

te lad a fag ner sy hour
euical was ant apple given to
her by soldier.
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don Street, In the Ardoyne
area of Belfast

rioting dontinued

as fierce
into tha

carly hours of this morning.

A man died at Armagh City

An aciny spokesman said the YOUR CHANCE 10
aad chest. not seriousty

secoad successive'day, And all the ather great prizes in

Fighti

Hospital carty today alter a

gun battle between troops and

man was fatally Injured after
two shols were fired from the

SHARE £7450 HH]injuring bum,
Other soldiers fired back.
In Newry a burst of auto-

matic guntire reot the centre v5
of the town which erupted in X

bi

Four explosions shattered 4,
business premises, including £6 <é 4the Provincial Bank ia Hill Q ZzStreet, 2 chemist's chop and a ot
laundry.
la various parts of the own]

in t
Ube occupants of a moving car,

car, hitting a soldicr in tbe leg

a new surge of violence, for he 258

cars were overturned, set alight aneand used as barricades bySend 40 Lyons. COONyouths who, smashed paving
Hones (o reidiness for furiner 12a Minstrels for 0> i
"confrontations with the security Your share in a Prize
forces. Bond for 12 monthly hiAnd 19 nearby Crossmagien,
Co. Armagh, rioting was also draws. Lyons Tea will
Feporied 19 have broken out; NOtify you Of the
catty

this
snoring Stones and| number of the Prize

petra! hombs were thrown end) Bond you are sharing "ey
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d draw results are
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car in Abbey Street, of Williara |

Street 1

He was standing beside the,
Vehicle when he was showered
with Wasmay petrol and had to
be tolied On the ground by:
co:mpamions bezare the flames
vere gut ant. He wae taken to}
baspitat but there was'no con-

|

hospital hut there was no infar- +

imation avout bis condition.
|

In Beifast shots were fired
from a passing car in he}
Ardoyne and a soldier was hit;
in the ann
Sniper fire was continuing

across the peace line between
the Fa ad Shark" on

Standstill
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with gunshot wounds and scores needed only a stroke of the pen, as regulations to permit
of civilian casualties, « internment already existed and have been used extensively
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big Loss offenses Bona Farringdon Gardens, Belfast ast ecmng after residents fled during a gun battle
-

;

as a URE VE LEAST 1) people died in raging gun
wa

battles in Belfast between B Tt i f died "tn shore 7 de erace
ren a
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mitish 1ose who have dle salina Sa cme Thy MEME
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froops and civilians yesterday - the troops in the Anne Street ata "When the last mun gained his sfter tie detainecs.
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Yet impartiality, if it is proved, would
not have prevented the ambush at Clady,
which seems to have been carried out
With the precision of a military exercise
and the brutality of an inflamed rabble
(Irish Independent 1969).

The articles accusations moves then at O'Neills
insinuating his sidings with the ambushers Major
Bunting and Mr Paisley. It then concludes by saying
O'Neill must see both sides of the arguement, and
not talk.

Throughout the analysis of these three
Dailies one thing is immediately apparent and that
is they all differ decidedly between what they say
in the headlines and editorial. It is felt one could
argue about their impartiality in reporting on an
event but not on their unbiased opinion concerning
events.

The 'lrish Times' in placing great
emphasis on what Cpt. O'Neill says and giving little
attention to the say of the civil rights marchers
would indicate that Cpt. O'Neill is correct in his
actions.

ANALYSIS OF THE NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF
'INTERNMENT'
Tuesday, August 10 1971.

The format chosen by The 'Irish Press'
and the 'Lrish Independent' is very interesting
because of its similarity. The 'Irish Press' giving
greater detail into specific scenaros whereas the
'Irish Times' format is almost in reverse of the
other two.
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The 'Irish Press' and 'Irish Independent'
begin by indicating 11 to 13 people dead. Then tell
of a priest although unconfirmed in the
'Independent' is still number one on the list of dead.
The 'Irish Press' gives indepth detail as to how the
priest was killed. Both papers proceed in telling of
the civilians shot dead. 'Ten of the victims were
shot dead in Belfast they included a priest, two
women and two teenage boys (Irish Press 1971). In
the 'Irish Times' the reporting of the deaths was
Slightly different. It did not play on the 'terror
quality' as the other papers had done.

By midnight, one British soldier, one
member of the Ulster Defence Regiment
and nine civilians were known to have
died. At 2 am Belfast police confirmed
the death of a second women, bringing
the days total death toll to 12 (Lrish
Times 1972).

These announcements all took place with the first
two paragraphs of the papers. It is also interesting
to note that the 'Irish Press' , on its announcement
of the security forces' death did not spell out UDR
but merely said 'A UDR man was killed by gunfire
from @ passing car in Clady (Lrish Press 1971).

It is apparent at this stage that there is
a difference in reporting from an '[rish Times' point
of view over the other two particularly the "Lrish
Press.' But how different are they? The Irish
Press when reporting civilian deaths draws upon
readers sympathy in the favour of 'republicanism'
by detailing injuries inflicted on Catholics.
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The priest who died was Father G. Mullen,
St Johns Parish, in the falls area. He was
shot by the British army while
administering the Last Rites to a person
injured earlier by army gunfire at New
Barnsley. Because of cross-fire both the
priest and the boy had lain injured for
some time before taken to the Mater
Hospital. Father Mullen died there early
today (Lrish Press 1971).

and then 'the first boy killed had his hand shot off
before he received a sniper's bullet between the
eyes' (Irish Press 1971). When you compare this
with to

The Rev. Fr. Hugh Mullan was reported to
have been shot and wounded when he gave
last rites to those shot at Ballymurphy.
Fr. Mullan is 4 curate at St. Johns on the
Falls road (Jrish Times 1971).

The Jrish Independent reporting of the whole event
was vague, with 'unconfirmed reports' 'one woman,
possibly two.' Their whole report is made up of
short, snappy, two to three line sentances which
refrain from detail.

- 'The New Barnsley Police Station was
under heavy fire late last night.
- Five men were wounded in a gun battle
in the same area, at the Henry Taggart
Hall.
- Two bodies were seen on the road. The
troops said they could not reach them
(Irish Independent 1971).

This form of reporting is extremely vague, it
refrains from the 'who' and 'why' or even 'how'
detail which gives excitement to the other papers
reports.
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Comparison of the three papers on this
form of reporting indicates that although all three
try for impartiality there are sympathies toward
one side or another in the case of the 'Irish Press'
they aim to paint a picture of the brutal British
Army, few sympathies are shown for the British in
their cover article evident by their lack of detail
into the death of the soldiers and their greater
detail in the death of the Catholics. In fact a hint
of black humour is evident at one point in their
interpretation of an attack on the British Army.

When an army patrol came to dismantle
the mine a number of shots were fired
across Latoon lake from Kilty - Co
Leitrim. [South of the border].
The Patrol dived into the water to obtain
cover, and after a few seconds the
shooting stopped. The bomb was
subsequently dismantled (Lrish Press
1971).

The 'Irish Times' in their coverage pay
great attention to British Army reports of events
and try to appear inpartial by not detailing to one
side. However their failure in outlining some
critical detail can be taken as a pattern which
shows their 'leaning.' Never the less it must be
appreciated that they might not be capable of
finding out some important detail because of
reporter restrictions or time or whatever.

The 'Irish Independents' report could be
categorised as 'to the point.' Sentences are vague
and short. The article could be described as a

catalogue of events, rather than an investigative
report. Never the less they have not been found to
be clearly biased in their report.
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The editorials from each of the three
papers takes a political perspective in their
analysis. Their formats and styles are very
different from one another. The 'Irish Times' is
seen to take an analytical view point, by both
advertising Westminster and Dublin reactions to
events. The article is highly critical of both. Inits
discussion on British Politician. Mr Heath whom the
paper sees as being 'ultimately responsible' is
considered as as 'The most obsurantist Tory.'
It continues with more name calling 'Mad Mitch the
MP and former anti-guerilla leader in the Middle
East.' Not to mention the indolent Mr Maulding.'

lrish Politicians did not get off lightly
either , their words were carefully scrutinised .

The 'Lrish Times' were quite adament that Mr Lynch
(Taoiseach) had not condemned internment but that
he made an observation. It is noted that he could
not condemn internment. 'For only last December he
and his Government floated an internment scare in
the republic' (lrish Times 1971). The article twice
as long as either of the other two papers continues
to analyse to try and find where the blame can be
layed. It accepts that Catholics were the targets
in internment and there were no records of any
Unionists interned. The article though critical of
both Governments feels that the British
Government Mr Heath may get over this incident but
'He was heading into the storm which may yet sink
him' (Lrish Times 1971).

The 'Irish Press' editorial is a more
whimsical and 'story telling' like article. Itis
highly critical of the Orange order. It begins by
saying that the British were welcomed with cups
of tea and because of the sillyness of the
Politicians those cups of tea are now nailbombs.
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The article is sympathetic towards the
IRA in that it goes back to 1969 and discusses how
they were the protectors of the Catholic
community but because of British propaganda the
face of the provisional IRA was painted a different
colour. They were seen or portrayed as stronger
and more oppressive than they actually were. It
calis for a united Ireland and tells the British
Goverment to suspend Stormont the 'Protestant
Parliament for a Protestant People' (Irish Press
1971). It trys to offer a solution to the problem.

The British must declare their interests
in a united Ireland, perhaps beginning
With an economic council between North
and South, and then go on to state
publicly that the territorial integrity of
the island must be recognised and that
the British Government and people no

longer have any desire to support a
statelet run by the Orange order but wish
to live at peace with this island and to
see Protestants and Catholics here living
in peace with each other (lrish Press
1971).

It is interesting to note De Valera the founder of
the 'Irish Press' was particularly anxious to have a
United Ireland. The 'lrish Press' therefore could be
considered to be acting 'republican' once again, the
article certainly indicated this.

The 'Irish Independents' editorial follows
a similar pattern or style to their cover article in
So far as it appears unbiased and the wording
used inits attempt at political analysis is quite
unstimulating. The article although critical of the
Stormont premier Mr Faulkner, asks a lot of
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real terrorists. We shall avenge the deaths of everyone
killed in Derry today".

And, as the last of the bodies was being taken to hot
pital, Provisionals opened fire on the soldiers and sporadic
gunfire lasted for an hour and a half. The streets were
clear before the gunfight started as people bad nin in
panic when the British army opened flre.

Lord Fenner Brockway, Miss Bernadette Deviin, M.P.,
and several other speakers standing on a platform at Free
Derry corner, Jay terrified on the ground as bullets flew

past them.
Women were crying and people rushed into houses to

escape gunfire. At one stage, 1 counted five people being

put into cars in St. Columb's Well before being taken to

hospital. More people lay flat in gardens and bebind walls
before running for more adequate cover during gaps in the

shooting.
The British Army shooting began without warning

after troops, backed up by armoured cars, advanced
from William Street towards the Rossville Street flats.

Up to that point, several thousand people out of the

almost 20,000 people who took part in the anli-
internment march, had been standing around out of

range of the army's CS. gas ganisters and rubber
bullets. A man and a boy were shot im Wiliam Street
and treated in a house by a doctor.

Ane shot- the only civilian chanting 1 heard at this
tume -- was fired at the a ly waseat least 20 manutes
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In Wallan Street thes came fce face with the

army, backed up by the RUC Troops nad erected
barbed wire barricades across William Street and stood

with pointed guns as the massive crowd walked up to

them.
About three dozen slones were thrown by youths

in (Ne crowd as the people stood at the army barricades.
An army water cannon then raced into William Street
and started spraying the crowd with purple dye. There

cant pest the barrier
radiamje

Then troops fired volley afler volicy of CS gas ana
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Rev, Edward Daly of St. Eugene's parish, Derry, waves a blood-soaked

in an effort to get a balt to fring. He had just administered the Last Rites to a youth
who was shot dead beside Mm.

Commons storm over
shootings expected

Troops like Black and Tans, says MP.
From Aidan Hennigan to London

THE DERRY shootings which caused an immediate outery among Labour MPs to

Britala, particularly those directly concerned with Northern Ireland, Is expected to

produce a storm of protest in the House of Commons today.
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13 civilians massacred as
5

Bloody Sunday,
1920 recalled

Sere. tae at teath haw heen
Priest tells of

point-blank' shots
pe @t trapped boys
Woy 1s years aco 10 the

a ews

Pcs By MARTIN BRENNAN in Derry

C hed HORROR AND FURY mounted throughout the country
Si pulise

onened on
last night after 13 young men were shot dead by

Jor British paratroopres on Derry's streets and 16 more lay
Food cas injured with bullet wounds in a city hospital after 15,000
ig

ded. qparchers had defied the Stormont parade ban.
The shooting at Free Derry Corner was

described as 'a cold-blooded massacre" by M.P.s
Ivan Cooper and John Hume. Bernadette Devlin
said last night: "It was our Sharpeville, and we
will never forget it. It was mass murder by the
British Army."

The shootings came towards the end of the march,
which had been broken up by army barricades near Derry
city centre, The Civit Rights marchers moved towards the
Boyside and at Free De Corner, where they assembled
for a mecting, they came under heavy fire from the British
troops.

CARDINAL
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ON SCHOOLS

pvdee went, by and ae, for
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" '
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The following is the text of Cardinal Conway's state-
ment: VICTIMS names and

_
"Lara deeply shocked at the news of the awful slaughter addresses (unconfirmed) were:

in Derry this afternoon, Patrick Doherty, 15 Hamil-
ton Strect.

Barney McGuigan, 20 Inis-
carn Crescent.

James Wray,

"o have received 2 first-hand account from a priest
who was present at the scene and what [ have heard is
really shocking. Am impartial and independent public in-
quiry is immediately called for, and T have telegraphed the
British Prime Minister to this effect.

Avene pen 9D m
"nN 'me, 1 call upos the whole Catholic community Gardens.

uamors

to preserve calm and dignity ia the face of this terrible jack Duddy, Central Drive.
news. William "MeKinnoey, 69

"f an impartial and independent public enquiry is Westway. Creggan.
held the world willbe able to judge what has ha d. James Gerard McKinacy,ewer she tase as nappens

Chapet Road, Waterside.
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These were the victims:
William Nash, Dunzee Gar

dens.
William Gillespie, Baibsne

Pass, Creggan.
John Johnson,

Street.
Hugh Gilmore, 23 Garvan

Place.
John
fegyan.
Michael McDaid, Kikonnel

Street, Bogside.
Their ages ranged from 16

to 0 (all addresses aze in
Dern).

Marlboro:

Young, Westway,

three Saracen armoured cars, which had been parked on
|

waste ground in Little James's Street, suddenly sped
towards the crowd, he said.

Several were knocked to the ground by the vehicles,
but the soldiers, who ran behind them, began cpening fire
indiscriminately, cutting people down like ninc-pins, asaid
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questions and answers but a few. Instead of like
the 'Irish Press', going into the 'how', why' and
'when' it poses these questions. Any article which
takes this approach would be quite difficult to
describe as biased. Its article is the shortest of
the three. A good example of the articles lack of
stimulation or interest can be shown in its closing
paragraph 'It will take years for the effect of
yesterdays move to wear off. It is a move which
should never have been necessary' (lrish
Independent 1971). The wording is bland, simple
and is indicative of the entire article's poor
authorative approach.

ANALYSIS OF NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF
'BLOODY SUNDAY'

As seen Monday, January 31 1972.

The wording chosen in the headlines of
each paper plus the lettering used have an impact
value which is very interesting.

The 'Irish Times' the paper with the
middle and upper middle class readership used
relatively small yet capital lettering but the
content is specific. 'Soldiers kill 13 in Bogside'
(Irish Times 1972). The statement is somewhat
refined in comparison with the other papers:
'Derry's Massacre' (jrish Press 1972).
'Derry's Bloody Sunday' (lrish Independent 1972).
The 'Press' goes for a 'shocking' headline with large
capital lettering in bold print. The use of the word
'Massacre' over 'killing' being very dramatic. The
lrish Independent decided to go for imagery with
large print but a bold typeface was not used. The
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Independent does however use the word 'Massacre'
in a sentance above the headlines. '13 civilians
massacred as British fire on meeting' (Independent
1972). In comparing opening paragraphs it can be
seen that the 'Irish Times' takes an almost
authoritive stance on what happened (it must be
noted that the 'Irish Times' during this period had a

strong reliance on information from the Northern
Press Office).

Thirteen people were shot dead in Derry
yesterday after a confrontation between
a banned civil rights march and British
Paratroupers. Those killed were 12 men
and a youth. At least 16 others were
injured by gunfire and the British army
made over 500 arrests (lrish Times
1972).

The article does not give credence to the word
Massacre. According to the Irish Times it was seen
as justifiable because it was a 'confrontation'
between two forces. The Army and the 'Banned'
civil right. The paper gives the British Army
account of events in the 3rd paragraph. The article
proceeds with reaction to the shooting. The
Stormont Prime Minister Mr Faulkner said that the
blame must rest on the IRA and on those who had
organised the illegal march' (Irish Times 1972).
The leading article concludes with condemnation of
the shootings by Mr Liam Cosgrave, Mr Neill Blaney
and Mr Kevin Boland.

The 'Irish Press' gives the full length of
the page two columns to the event. It begins by
expressing the State and Church leaders 'shock' and
'horror' at the killing. It blames the army directly
for the killings *

killing by British Soldiers ....
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When they fired straight into a crowd of several
thousand people'(The Irish Press 1972). The Irish
Limes does not blame the army directly 'Troops
followed the marchers into the bogside to arrest
the stonethrowers, and the firing began' (Irish
Times 1972). The statement is so vague that it
points no finger. The Irish Press continues adding
to the horror aspect by creating images of the
event 'Shots echoing and bullets whining and
ricocheting off walls (Lrish Press 1972). It
follows with the toaiseachs reation to the killings
'unbelievably savage and inhuman.' It then tells of
Mr Faulkners blaming of the IRA for the deaths. it
continues with a detailed account of how some
people were killed. A statement from the Derry
command of the provisional IRA is used to make a

point. That is 'the British Army murdered innocent
civilians and this leaves the world to judge who
are the real terrorists (Lrish Press 1972). The
article continues with eyewitness accounts of the
events leading up to the killings.

The '[rish Independents' account of events
begins by announcing that 'Horror' and 'Fury' was
mounting throughout the country at British soldiers
killing young men. Immediate blame is placed on
the army. it then proceeds with condemnation by
MPs John Hume and Ivan Cooper 'a Cold Bloody
Massacre'(Irish Independent 1972). It proceeds
with an explanation of the events leading up to the
Killings. The article carries eyewitness accounts
first and then the accounts of the army. It also
carries an accounts Cardinal Conways statement
condemning the action of the troops as 'Awful
Slaughter." The article discusses more eyewitness
accounts of events which in their detail alone
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makes it very difficult to believe the army account.
The article could be classed as impartial as it
refrains from adding to eyewitness accounts as
seen in the press. But because they give greater
hearing to eyewitness's and comments from non
unionists and church leaders plus the fact that the
main picture is of a youth being taken away
forcefully by a paratrouper with a baton might
indicate that the article is not solely recounting
events but also casting aspersions.

On analysing how each paper in their
editorial creates certain images through the use of
words the following was formed.

The images presented by the Security
Forces in the 'Irish Times' could not be determined
because they are represented as merely 'The British
Army' where as in the 'Lrish Press' they are
'licensed killers', 'They murder' and are 'War
Criminals'. '

The Independent' is similar to the
'Irish Times' in that they are referred to as The
'British Army'.

The images presented and references
made to the British Government in the 'lrish Times'
is that of the 'cold, unfeeling man' whom made 'a
lunatic decision'. The article proceeds to present
Britain as an Imperial power in decline. Whereas
with the 'Lrish Press' they are presented as a
'corrupt illegitamate regime' and once again 'War
Criminals'. The 'Irish Independent' makes no direct
reference to the British Government.

How those whom were killed are
portrayed: '[he |rish Times' refers to them strictly
as '13 dead'. The 'Irish Press' states they were
'Innocent Irish Blood' or 'Irish Men'. Irish, denotes
their nationality and gives off an air of them and
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us. The '[rish Independent' rather innocently states
'Men, Women, Children 4 vast majority were there
for a peaceful purposes'.

From these images and portrayals the
following conclusions can be made. The 'lrish
Times' in a journalistic sense comes across as coo]
and calm and refrains from bitter attacks and
outcrys. Where as the 'Irish Press' comes across as
highly strung and ready to go into battie against
the British and the 'Irish Independent' is reverend
and shows on evidence of bitterness.

The general structure confirms these
early conclusions. The '|rish Times' targets the
blame at Mr Edward Heath and say's he is solely
responsible. The tone of the article reads as a
homily in @ sense its a sad day for the empire. The
article is supportive of the soldiers, it understands
that they should not have been there and states
that 'other units were shocked' which gives the
impression that the incident was a 'flash in the
pan', once off.

Only & week ago the Paratroupers had
been seen in action at Magillan. It was a
lunatic decision to set them loose in
Derry. Their conduct has already shocked
other British units (Lrish Times 1972).

The Irish Press begins by saying it was
expected and makes reference to previous
provocation by the British army. The article is
quite bitter.

It is now a lesser emotion to that of the
total rage and an unstoppable
determination to be free at last - free at
once from the sight and sound of
British Soldiery and free from the evil
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domination of a corrupt illegitimate
regime which puts licensed killers on
the streets (Irish Press 1972).

It then condones the IRA speaking as if they are the
only hope. The paper is sympathetic towards the
IRA in this instance and only feels that 'Bloody
Sunday' is a justification for IRA activity. The
article which is considerably longer than the
'Times' continues to condemn Stormont and
Unionism.

The 'Lrish Independent' condemns the
action of the army immediately and Stormont. It
does not ask for a split in the Country but an
investigation by Westminister. The article
highlights once again a common strategy in this
paper and that is to renounce violence and offer
talks and negotiations as the only solution to the
conflict. The paper stands by the statements of
the Church and seldom appears more outspoken than
the Church.

To Counsel against bitterness would only
be shouting in the wind at the moment
and we can only repeat the requests made
by Cardinal Conway to the Catholic
community that they should try to keep
calm (Irish Independent 1972).

The lack of emotional outcry adds to the
theory that the 'Lrish Independent' acts impartialiy
to sensitive issues between the two Governments.
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Sands aged 27, an IRA member, was elected M.-P.

for Fermanagh and South Tyrone last month with over
30,000 voles. He had been demanding political status.

Northern Secretary, Humphrey Atkins, who was

slaying at bis desk at Stormont Castle, was one of the
first to be told of Sand's death. RUC chief constable
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prisoner, protester and poet.

etately tried to avert the tragedy of his fast.
Yether John Magee, one of the Pope's private secre.
tances.

In a statement from Stormont Castle, the Northern
Ireland Secretary, Mr. Humphrey Atkins said carly
today: "J regret this needless and pointless death.
Too many have died by violence in Northern Iretand.
In this case it was self-inflicted.

Weosheaid the Inany « hase

dved. it my profound fvpe and presi bas
neuple of Northern Ireland will recognise the futility
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Security build-up
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women and children began bashing bin-lids when the
news caine through.
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remained determined to continue his fast. His mother,
Mrs. Rosaleen Sands, his father, John, sister Marcella
(26) and brother John (19), were al his bedside early
today.
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ANALYSIS OF NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF THE DEATH
OF BOBBY SANDS, The hungerstriker.

As seen Tuesday May 5 1981.

On analysis of the headlines it can be
seen that all three papers use different size print
with different wording which sets a particular
tone. The 'Lrish Press' headline reads as a sad,
sharp, bitter yet sympathetic statement.
'Bobby Sands is Dead' (Irish Press 1981) where as
the 'Irish Times' headline is low key and reads as a
inconsequental epitaph. 'Sands dies on th dau'

(Irish Times). The 'Lrish Independent' is blunt, bold
and sets the theme for the cover article which is
disillusionment at his death. The photographs used
are also of interest, because with the 'Irish Press'
they use three photographs, Sands, his mother and
sister with his election agent. The use of a
photograph of Sands which shows him in his shirt
and jumper with him smiling gives the photograph
an aura of friendliness and the impression of him is
not of an active 'Terrorist'. Also photographs of his
mother and sister shows he has a family which
gives off another impression that he is an ordinary
man.

With the 'Irish Times' the photograph is
much larger and consists of only his face. Although
he is smiling the impression is not of an ordinary
man. He has no common identity because of the
composure of the photograph.

The 'lrish Independent' shows a frontal of
him similar to the 'Irish Press' and a large photo of
his Mother in sadness. Because they have centred
the photo of his mother on the page highlights the
grief quality of the event. With the headlines
roaring above 'Sands Dead' it gives the impression
Of a pointless death.
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The subject matter and style taken in the
article is indicitive of the headlines punch. The
'Irish Press' begins with an announcement of his
death. He is referred to as an MP foremost.

Bobby Sands MP died at 1.17 am the
Northern Ireland office announced today
'he took his own life by refusing food
and medical intervention for 66 days'
the statement said (Irish Press 1981).

The 'Lrish Times' begin by announcing the
death of 'Mr Bobby Sands the 27 year old Republican
Hunger Striker and Westminister MP' (Lrish Times
1981). Sands being considered a Republican
indicates a particular ideology and he is therefore
seen in a different frame than just an MP as with
the Press. The Lrish Independent begins most
ecclesiastically: 'Bobby Sands has left for a
dimension where nationality and race are unknown
and where religious symbols have no meaning'
(Irish Independent 1981).

The paper then proceeds with a
philosophical discussion into what he will have
forgotton and left behind.

The 'Irish Press' proceeds to tell us of
Sands and paints a picture of a 'Hero'. It
acknowledges his IRA membership but this is
overshaddowed by his political following 30,000
votes.

He was demanding political status ...
Sands died on a waterbed lying near a

large crucifix given to him by one of the
people who desperately tried to avert the
tragedy of his past, Father John Magee,
one of the Pope's private secretaries.
(Irish Press 1981).
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The article continues sympathetically about '3 days
of mourning' and his last words to his brother do
not think | will see you again John, so cheerio but |

hope | see you again' (Irish Press 1981). Sands
death and proceeding is treated with a brotherly
reverence one might expectonly from a relative of
Sands a Republican Sympathiser.

The '|rish Times' treatment is however
different. The leader is down the left hand side of
the paper in one column and is overshaddowed by a
headline in the centre which states 'Special
meeting of Cabinet expected later today' (Lrish
Times 1981).

The leader shows no sympathy yet is constructed
with reverence to the man's death. The article for
the latter half covers Political reaction to his
death primarily Irish Political reaction. As to
Bristish Political reaction it just states they have
been told. It is interesting to note how The Irish
Limes' report, covers his death with that of the
'Irish Press'.

Sands died on & water bed lying under a

large crucifix, given to him by Father
John Magee, The Pope's private
secretary (Irish Times 1981)

Under and near being the only difference. In
biblical sense the crucifiction of Christ with two
criminals on either side 'near' him, one repentant
the other bad. Each word in each sentence is laden
with potential imagery.

The 'lrish Independent' is again quite
different from both in so far as it is extremely
philisophical and reverent.
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It is with no consolation to those of us
left behind on this island that the celtic
death wish has once again triumphed and
that its legacy will continue to haunt us.
For the self-fulfilling prophecy, the
onward tick of time and the forward
movement of centuries has no meaning
(Irish Independent 1981).

The article concerns itself with his death and not
the man himself. He is spoken of as a third party.
It speaks of a united Ireland one day. One got from
negotiation not fighting.

He need not have died to prove that by the
Irish tricolour flying over the 5,237
Square miles of Northern Ireland the
whole island would at last be the
property of the people of Ireland
(Irish Independent 1981).

The article reads almost like an old soldier who is
prepared to sit it out for he knows the war will be
over some day and he will have won.

The editorials continue basically the
same theme from the cover. The 'Irish Press'
continues to paint a romantic picture of Sands and
his life.

A young man is dead. A legend has been
born. The writings of Bobby Sands will
be passed from hand to hand, not alone in
Belfast but elsewhere too
(Irish Press 1981).

It continues by telling of his families suffering and
the donations of the IRA supporters in America.
The support for the hungerstrikers from the



41

European Parliament and it asked for Mrs Thatcher
to show some flexibility because the taoiseach 'has
gone down every conceivable path to maintain
official friendship with Britain' (Irish Press).

The headline is also an indication of the Press's
feeling on the issue. 'Death of an Irish MP. (Lrish
Press 1981).

The 'Irish Times' editorial is essentially
avery short article which states that Governments
must win, they must come up shining. However this
incident was handled poorly, as Sands died. It is
critical of the British Governments inflexibility,for letting someone die in jail. It continues and
rather than state that the British Government are
one of a kind or insensitive it says : 'De Valera let
hungerstrikers die in jail in the Republic' and then
asks 'Would a Dublin Government be more
understanding, more flexible in a similar plight?
(Irish Times 1981). This has been a common
strategy in editorials found in the 'Irish Times', anycriticism of the British Government is
counteracted with a criticism of Dublin's
Government. This may be seen as unbiased
reporting. However the incidences are out of
context. De Valera let hungerstrikers die before
the evolution of a European Commission of Human
Rights. Where as Mrs Thatcher let him die ignoring
the requests of the commision. Therefore this
editorial cannot be counted as unbiased or
impartial journalism. It is merely an attempt at
reducing any emotional impact.

The 'Lrish Independent' is once again quite
ecclesiastical in so far as it talks of Sands as
being the pawn in the game for the manipulation of
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public opinion. The article calls for a halt to
violence, it neither condemns nor condones the lack
of action taken by the British Government, it just
wants all the people to sit down and talk. It does
however condemn the action of the men of violence
generally. It points no finger at a specific
organisation or group.

If ever there was a time for restraint it
is now. The people of Ireland must not
allow themselves to be stampeded into
any action of violence by the skilled
agents who will rally around the body of
Mr Sands (Lrish Independent 1981).

The death of Bobby Sands is discussed as a 'tragedy'
fof himself, his family and friends'. It is also seen
'as @ tragedy for this Country'(Lrish Independent
1981).
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CONCLUSIONS:

This paper was an attempt at analysing
the press media in particular the three main daily
newspapers as a part of a particular society and
culture . The central question in this analysis is to
find out whose definitions of the situations chosen
do the newspapers amplify?

The case studies of the Northern freland conflict
has enabled me to tackle the question. The paper
set out to examine Conor Cruise O'Briens statement
regarding censorship of broadcast media.

Victor in the struggle between the
state's security forces and
'anti-democratic terrorism' to the
degree to which the society at large
sees the terrorist as the enemy
(O"Brien 1978,79).

A comparison was drawn between Broadcasting and
Newspaper journalism. The argument being that
terrorists can be portrayed as ligitimate on print
as on television or radio.

What was found in the newspapers could
not lead one to believe the terrorist to be
legitimate but it does leave one with an insight
into minority groups whom use violence to avenge
'their freedom'. The extent to which this is
highlighted depends on upon which of the three
dailies your read. The 'Lrish Press' has shown to
have sympathies with the republican movement
'The IRA'. However is does not condone violence.
This paper it is felt is not compatible with Cruise
O'Briens ideology, but this is not to say that the
'lrish Press' or any other newspaper might for that
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matter have created an ideology ligitimating the
activities of minor groups. What they have done is
created an ideology which gives greater credence
to Catholics and Irish men and womens point of
view. The papers ideology or politics was
conceived by Eamonn De Valera a republican who
fought against the British. Later his family were
to take control of this paper and naturally have a

say in its present politics. However commercial
pressures have diluted the political input slightly
but it is still comparitively evident.

A statement was put forward by Mary
Kelly P422 saying that

the role of the media is no translate
dominant political definitions of the
situation into the appropriate media
genre, into words and images. When an
army or Police bullet kills a civilian the
media do not shout 'murder' rather it
becomes a regrettalbe accident this
translation is aided and abetted by the
Security forces for the British media
(1983 P422).

This statement is very interesting when
put against the three daily newspapers as analysed.
Both the 'Lrish Press' and 'Irish Independent'
shouted 'Massacre' and Murder. Where as the 'lrish
Times' the traditionally Unionist paper shouts
'Killed' in the 'Bloody Sunday' incident. It has been
shown that the 'Irish Times' has placed a heavy
reliance on the security forces PR for an account
of events. This therefore would show a

comparitive similarity with British press media
policy.

One must analyse the 'Irish Times' deeper
to understand its format more clearly. The paper
was classed as the only gentlemans paper in
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Ireland of the 1970's and 80's. Their market though
small is high on the class ranking. Sensationalism
is not the policy of the paper. Their aim is to
present anauthortive report and not to analyse the
'how' and definately not the 'why'. The paper has
shown not to have looked to history to find
solutions to the North. It is more concerned with
the Conservative Political Management of today.
The paper has been found to ignore republicanism
as such and hence appears biased. The paper
refrains from minority groups and lower class
issues. In Jaymans terms the paper is 'snobby' and
very conservative. This newspaper analysis has not
and could not define what the politics of the paper
are within the contect of our issues discussed. A
broader analysis is required dealing with more
specific issues such as the Anglo - Irish agreement
and issues concerning the relationship between
North and South to give @ more accurare
assimilation.

Both the 'Irish Independent' and the 'Irish
Press' have shown sympathies towards republicans.
The 'jrish Independent' is more concerned with
finding a solution to Northern Ireland by peaceful
means, by talks and negotiations. It has been said
that this paper was the voice of the Church.
Analysis would indicate this to be true to an
extent. Their articles have been found to be in the
vain of 'Philisophical Sermons' protesting for peace
accepting that Ireland will be united one day
(throught the will of God?). This is particularly
evident in the case of the death of Bobby Sands

The final question is 'what influence does
this newspaper coverage of Northern treland have?
This has been a difficult question to answer
certainly some Media influences can be expected,
given from research into other media
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investigations in the subject, such as agenda
setting and responses of different groups in
different cultural situations. It must be expected
that each form of media may have a different
statement to make on the conflict in the North of
Ireland and in turn because they are the only source
of information, have different influential powers
ver their subscribers. One may conclude by this
statement that the 'Irish Press' then will have a
different influential power over the 'Jrish Times' or
'Irish Independent'.

However, one could suppose that this
influence is minimal in areas where these views
are not held the newspaper are more likely to
reinforce presently held attitudes learned from
family, friends and community. A very broad yet
not conclusive survey was carried out on the
politics of twenty-five people. It has been found
that an extremely high proportion read the paper
which expressed the views of their politics,
without prior knowledge of the individual papers
history. | would therefore expect that the
Knowledge of the Northern Ireland situation if one
was to depend on the Press media would remain
thus and because of the somewhat politically
influenced or biased reports would in turn generate
a considerable amount of minsunderstanding into
the whole plight of the Northern Ireland conflict.
'Ignorance rarely contributes to the resolution of
conflict' (Kelly 1983 P423).

To ask if the press media has the power
to generate emotion, one could find the answer by
looking at the Market forces. The main reason why
the newspapers chosen are classified as part of the
mass media system is because of their huge
readership. Their readers are generally not
concerned with issues outside their own frame of



47

life or values. So as to appeal to this market the
papers must subject themselves to controls. These
controls regulate opinions and prevent articles
from appearing 'strongly left or right', purely
because of commercial pressures. An example of a
paper which would not fall into the Category of
'mass media' is 'An Phoblacht'. A paper aimed at
the republican movement and sympathisers of
which are classed as a minority group.The market
therefore for this paper is relatively small, but
Steady and not subjected to strong commercial
pressures. This paper could have a power to
generate emotion but in relation to the scale of its
market this is limited. Therefore papers such as
the 'Irish Times' the 'Irish Press' and the 'Irish
Independent' do not wish to generate emotion
because it would have a limited appeal and possibly
compromise their market position.
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