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Introduction

this thesis i s to provide ofobject ofThe

given by Radio Telifisand form of

The underlyingIrish General Elect ion .the 1989

the political process becomes subordinatedquestion is whether to

andthe needs of the ve rsa

in thefor political discoursetelevision suitable mediumi s a

first place.

Irish Electionadequately consider the form and function ofTo

the Today Tonighto f currentspecific e xamp1es news ,coverage

the Election Resultsaffairs andprogramme

Party political broadcasts will not be addressed,analysed.

since they

"coverage".form ofi'ep resent a

impressionistic branchIn many respects television the mos ti s

theo f the media.

Themedium "rounded picture".receive the camera

where it is pointed and whodirection and much depends on

leftFor this i sthe pointing. to

of television,interpret the meaning of any particular example

intended and the accidentalparity between thethe

to manipulation byThis obviously leavesimage .

extent by those whom itthose who broadcast it and to some

portrays.

the effects ofconsiderable disagreementThere i s t oas

radical elementItsociety.television as aon

society and by otherscu t t i ng
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With television one does not by the nature of

reason one

is painted by some
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an analys i s
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for breakf orce aaas

television is addressedofrole a t some

J ohn Fiske who have analysed the solid grounding of much

entertainment programming in the Western value system (1).

Yet it is not with this ideology of entertainment that

t e1e v i s ion but rather in therole,assumes

po1i t i ca1 combat of elections where i n some

ways political choices the role of productsappear

vo ter/consumer.directed at the

It i s reasonable i n society broad agreement thet o see on

organisation of political, judicial and social Thi sprocesses.

it will be reflectedis i mpo r tan t since to extentconsensus some

in the overall approach of the media and especially those media

Irish telvision have inby the state. Certainly observers ofrun

the past percieved center-left tendency in aspects ofa

broadcast i ng, example being Helena Sheehan in her study ofone

television drama (2) .

What in election coverage where politicali s the thenconsensus

par ties relative to their Dail representation,appear

and is this sufficient .coverage

The phenomenon of e1ec t ion i san

worthy of cons idera ti on then . for if television is a

force in society broadly favouring the it is importantconsensus

disallows views comingin which it allowsto or

If viewedfrom beyond that consensus. as

is how doesoppositional force in society then the question

6
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television coverage of such



tha t o f i t sPostmanNeil nature, . . redef inesargues

(3) . 1 I i sthe not an

fact subversive to thisit i sthe literary tradition, in

t rad i t i on. I f the political thatso processes are

literary tradition of rational discourse must inevitably be

changed by television.

As shall be po1i t i ca1 television to evolveseen coverage was

the basis of factual reporting toover years

considered analytical role . The challenge and opportunity that

television presents has been regulated from the establishment of

RTE in 1961. Under the then Minister of Posts and Telegraphs Mr.

Hilliard , the Seanad presented with and ratified thewas

Broadcasting Authority Act, 19 6 0.

five the workings o fA counc i1 established toperson was oversee

the indigenous radio and television media and to provide a

distancing effect from the government of the day.

certain controversial aspectsThis legislation governed o f radio

and television broadcasting and with special reference that

coverage,

"...be presented objectively and impartially and without any

views.”expression of its own

This to have farwas reaching effects. However the Act

allowed for some governmental input into material that was

broadcast with clause specifically allowing the Minister fora

Posts and Telegraphs to be allowed the Au thor i tyw r i t eto to

requesting that it.

"...refrain from broadcasting any particular matter...and the
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Authority shall, comply with the direction."

with the foreigncomparisonIn experience, especially that of the

this legislationcontinent. triumph of liberalism modelledwas a

i t the BBC Charter. On the other hand the opportunityas was on

f or government manipulation Remarkably thisr ema i ned.some was

evident in the first decade of broadcasting where criticismno t

of RTE c ent e r ed the efficacy theo f s t a t i o n in broadcastingon

as pec t s of Irish society.

While implicitly political role for television,

political discussion relatively late to RTE. Current Affairscame

initially handled in "talking heads" style wherewere a

government and opposition thei rspeake r s viewsgave

analytical criticism from the

the stasis in current affairs that inpresenters.

1966 the Minister for Agriculture Charles Haughey complained when

broadcast in the context of o fo f hiss t a t e rn e n t s tatementa awas

protest by the National Farmers Association. Such thewas

influence that the broadcast amended in hisof the Act was

f avou r. situation did not continue indefinitely.Of thiscourse

N e w like 7 Days began to stretch theaffairs programmingc u r r e n t

capabilities of for public politicalmeansa

discourse, to be noticedbu t their effect was

slowness .

Indeed television remained relatively untainted by over t

when the Northernpo 1 i t i cal considerations until the 1970’s

1972 the BroadcastingIreland situation reached peak . Ina

interview with thedismissed afterAu tho r i ty was

following a request by theProv i s i ona1 IRA . Thishead of t he was
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Gerry Col 1i nsM inis ter that they refrain f rom suchthen

request put under Section 31.interviews , a successor,

Cruise O’BrienDr Conor take matters furtherto in 1976 bywas

add i ng amendmen t that extended Section 31 to al low f or thean

banning from the broadcasting media of those,

..likely to promote, wou 1 dincite crime tend toto ,o r or

undermine the authority of the State."

1 t for the Houses of the Oireachtas to determine whowas was

covered by this legislation in Immediately Provisionalvote .a

Sinn Fein banned various Loyalist paramilitaries. Awas as were

further aspec t of the amendment to the Act the statuswas new

given the Authority which could only be dismissed by theto

Oireachtas. As Basil Chubb has stated this reclarificati onsaw a

of the relationship between the broadcasting media and the state

interest given priority over

(4) .the interests of the state media,

Interestingly while this application no t extended to coverwas

the various print media it has resurfaced in relation to the

cues

from the Broadcasting Authority Act Amendment.

has RTE po 1 i t .i ca 1 is quiteon coverage

fundamental. I t precursor of the Today Tonightwas on a

documentary programme, Days in 1972 that interviews given7 were

to the chiefs of staff of the two wings of Sinn Fein, as a

for theof which the wheels mot i oni nsetconsequence were

that i t shoulddismissal of the Authority. While the Act states

in practice beenbe , " . . fair to all interests concerned." hasi t
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that has producedi ns trumen t andan

the Authority and indeed the Authority and the Government. Much

o f this tension has remained hidden due to political pressure.

Modern electioneering really began in 1977 with thetel evi si on

Gene ral El ec t ion of that Prior to this while there ofyear . was

television coverage mostcourse

scale conducted through the pages of the na t i ona1 andwas press

the inevitable meetings throughout Localthe country. po1i t i c i ans

canvassed local basis the leaders,bu t minis t e r s and otheron a

worthies travelled from place to place to address sometimes quite

1 a i'ge crowds . similar system had evolved in the United KingdomA

and superseded by television coverage only in the earlywas

Sixties .

the Fianna FailThe change in approach par tly result o fwas as a

Election Manager, Seamus Brennan, who imported much of the

the Irish body politic.razzmatazz of American elections into

properly organised press conferences whichFeatures of this were

for television coverage. There break-necksuitablewere were

the candidatehelicopter trips around the country by Jack Lynch,

for Taoiseach, all carefully planned with the

advance of his location at any given time and

that t e1evis ion supe rseding role of the printtheawareness was

media the instrument of i n the state.communicationas mass

For Fianna Fail anything that made eas i e rtelevision cove rage

made their task of convincing the electorate vote for themto

elected withIt su rpr i se therefore thateasier . they werenowas

Fu r the rmore whentheir greatest majority surpriseit wasever . no

certainly notand whiIeother political parties made note of this
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the "media circus"invention, is quite applicable.I r ish t e r inan

1 i t 11 e that Garrett Fi tzGera1d elected leaderd ou b tisThe re was

the 1.977 i n pa r t to hisFine Gae 1 aftero f soon

Certainly Fineand seemingly wellam i ab1e versed media presence.

the American style ofthe following years adoptedGael i n

Another party thatproblems whatsoever.electione e ring with no

influenced quite directly by media considerations thewaswas

changes inless than threeWorkers Party which underwent nameno

to Si nn FeinOfficial Sinn Feino f f r omthe tenspace years,

in 1982to The Workers PartyThe Workers Party in 197 7

that under the old(Contesting ofthe February Election namey e a r

The considerationthe November Election under theand new

the close, andhere was

consideration thatmade between the t w o a

following theborne out by their increasing votepo litically was

changes.name

relativelyfaced withThe politicians realising that a

Due toways of dealing with it.the need fornew medium newsaw

appeared offeringconsult ant sthis number of communicationsa

The role ofwith television interviews.how dealtocourses on

butthis thesis,these consultants be further discussed inwill

testified by the numbers oftha t they have effect isan

decades have attended thesepo1i t i c i ans who the past twoover

courses.

the medium by the political partiesConciousness of the ofpower

suchProgrammeswithin media.mirrored by the attitudes thewas

early 1980's beganfirst theToday Tonight which s h o w n i nw a sas

11
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agressive approach, than those of thetaketo evenmorea

Brian Farre 1 1 and 0]iReporters such ia 0’Leary1970 ' s . as

the role ofthan just presente r s and tookbecame onmore

commentators.

affairs and politicalthe history ofThis then i s current

I r e1and , of almost mundanebroadcasting in base

increasingly the thrust ofimpartiality to situation wherea

semi-critical approach tobroadcasting taking­ leasta t awas on

received wisdom of the Irishthe state.

In the following sections each aspect of RTE Election

the political andbe considered. In the firstbroadcasting will

will be detailed.Elec t i onmedia background to the 1989 General

individualThe following section will then be devoted to an

Today Tonight special and finallySi x-One news ,programme, a a

section will analyse theElection Results special.the Each

and point towards theform and content of these programmes

cone 1us i on.
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Section One The Po1 i t ica1 and Media Background to Election ' 89

ElectionThe political background ’89to

the dissolution of theFrom 25th Dail the 25th of May 1989on no

under illusion that this election crucial for theone was any was

Fianna Fail the fourthattempting for the decadeparty, t i m e. in

to ach i eve overall majori ty. It had been long an t i c ipa t edan

that the government would hold the General Election theon same

date the European Elections, When CharlesJune 15th. Haugheyas

announced t ha t that indeed theto be there a 1 mostwas case was an

an t i c1ima tic a i r and realisation the part of other poli t i cala on

par ties that Fianna Fail had somehow managed to pul 1 fas t onea

in only leaving twenty days for campaigning w e 1 1as

highly suspect European Election advertising campaign with the

slogan ,

"Home and the best team.away

Obviously the various political parties had already had European

Election campaigns planned and in implemented but thesome cases

further strain theirto pu t resources.a on

In relation to issues the major of the campaign wereones

already prominent. The Government had to the electorategone

theirmandate for their economic policies, standing on

record and claiming that the opposition could longer beno

trusted to continue support for these policies.

The opposition parties went forward with the iew that the

i mplemen t ing the numberinc o r r e c t po1i c i e sg o v e r n m e n t no t awas

taxa t i. onunemployment,of These def i n e dareas were soonareas. as

1 3

as having a

General Election was

seeking a



importantly the running of the state health service.and mos t

c La i med inwhich it state of severe underfunding. Thewa s was a

phrase shal 1to come we see wa s

taken from the previous F i a n n a Fail election campaign of 1987 ,

"Health cuts hurt the old, the handicapped.".the sick and

of the campaign and perhaps i nd i ca t i onAn an

t he po1 i t i calof volatility the period the candidates putof were

forward under the general heading of Army Wives. These were a

particular protest by relatives of members of the armed forces

Withwho sought improved and conditions for their spouse s.wages

they nonetheless added to the air oflittle and f inancecove rage

to envelop the campaign.protest soon

the launch of the individualMajor points in the campaigns were

launch of manifestos by each of the partiesparty campaigns, the

that the Progressiveand later t he on May 27 thannouncementon

for the electionDemocrats and Fine Gael

and could credibly form, claimed,i t wasso

cons i de rab1eaccompanied byEach of thesegovernment. presswas

Theand indeed t hey des igned to.te levision werecoverage, as

for separate Launching of campaigns and manifestosreason a

reasoned beingmaximise publicity, two media events itto waswas

the smaller partiesbetter than Unfortunatly some ofone .

F i annacombined both in and consequently had less exposure.one

kept their manifesto backtheirFail hoping to stagger coverage

the elec tion,until June 6th, nine days beforea mere

a dailyheld by the parties, sometimesPress conferences onwere

policiesthey would further outline theirat whichbas i s or

These recieved somewhat sparseof their opponents.thosec o u n ter

1 4
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usually only making real impact when combined withcoverage. a

the opinion poll.other mains t ay o f Irish General Elections,that

released by the newspapers,These and conducted bywere

independent polling organisations such MRBI , the IMS andas

Lansdowne Market. They came every four daysout on average once

during the campaign and the last taken just four days beforewas

the vole.

credibility isThe i r the in whichin i ssue, rathernot manner

they helped the political television.par ties r e c. i e v e coverage on

Irish Times/MRBI pollFor instance J une 1st i" eleasedon an was

revealing drop in 6% for F i a n n a Fai 1 a fi nd i ngsuppo r t,co rea

which immediately seized by the media and became "newswas upon

the polticalSo a t the dissolution of the Dail the strength of

par ties stood follow,as

Fianna Fail 81

Fine Gae 1 51

Progressive Democrats 14

La bou r 12

Party 4

Iridependen ts 3

It f rom this pos i t i on that determined,to bewas coverage was

that issues and approaches to be decided and ultimately putw e !■ e

the Irish people.before

' 89ElectionRTE and

the election had in fact started earlier,For RTE time somesome

thatin fact following the Atlast election.earliertwo years

15
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RTE had given the task of collecting and processing­time election

r e s u11 s data to Queens University Belfast. A large numbe o f

linked together forcomputers this project and then 1inkedwere

directly the RTE election s tudios at Montrose in Dublin.to On

the n i gh t however the entire system fell a pa r t

little s h o i’t of fiasco for all concerned. I t. dec i dedwas a was

after this to do much of the work in house.as

Compu ter units h i r e d purchased from computer compani eswere or

and basic design decisions taken at a round this time, forw ere

instance, the graphic representation of political parties was

carried election that the primary colourson so

used in each parties logo used when t he i r su ppo r twere was

indicated bar char ts.on

steering committeeA also coordinate electionset towas up

This abstract decision taken the offnotcoverage. was an on

chance of election being called,an

coverage of the European election called for June lt>th. There was

of considerable interest and speculation thecourse on

poss i bi 1i ty of 1989 election and according those involvedtoan

the probability of June General Election thought to be verya was

high.

The steering committee from allcomposed of individualswas

responsi b1e for the production of RTE programming theareas ove r

executive producer of Todayelection period. Eugene Murray,pre

of those the committee and had overallTonight one onwas

responsibility for election involvedOthers werecoverage.

computing and graphic design.representatives

the General Election and the startPr i or the announcement ofto

1 6

resulting in what

from the previous

the primary function was

from production,



the European election countdown this committee met on a

fairly regular basis, following those points in t ime the

commit tee da ily basis, usual 1 y early in the morning tomet on a

and redirecti f well mon iteringassess coverage necessary as as

the of preparations for election andprogress programmes

specials .

Certain decisions the nature o f taken by theon coverage were

steering committee in the Broadcasting Act. Generallylight of

these decisions be relating to the overal1 thrust ofcan seen as

the detail. example, decidedrather than As i t inan wascove rage

the light of longstanding practice allocate coverageto to

Thi spar t i es the basis of the i ron

general rule than spec i f i c Accordingratherseen one .was as a a

light of newsworthinessto Eugene theHurray this that inmeant a

party might be allocated in specific context,coverage saymore a

of their manifesto ( 1 ) .the releaseon

less completelyrelateNewsworthiness toto more orwas seen

Phototo publicity stunts and such like.policy and hardly at all

interesting unlesst hems eIvesopportuniti es not of aswere seen

the announcement of the Fineevent suchpromot i ng spec i f i c asa

During the electionProgressive Democrat Alliance.Ga e 1 ,

made by editors.re 1 a ti ngdeci sions to coverage were

made in relation toOther decisions taken resourceswere

to lack ofi mpos s i b1e duenationalTo La )available. coverage was

thed e c i d e d in to the tostaff i t run upwasso

give someconstituencies tom a r g i n a Iconcen traIe on

progressi ng.campa ignsindication of how election were

I 7
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many respects RTEIn for tuna te i n that i t ab 1 e towas was

elect ioni n c o r p <:> r a t e into the context of its flagshipcove rage

Today Toni.ght. and into the usualprogramme, news programmes.

Whi le these considered "spec i a1" they were notwere seen as

different j n from other e xamples o fnature

programtn ing . As shall be they were different i n manyseen

f u n d a m e n L a 1 ways .

I t i s i mpo rtan t to realise t ha t election is two waycove rage a

just RTE was gearing the needs of theto meetprocess , as up

election po1i t i c i ans interviewed.preparing to be Astooso were

introduct ion in the last two decades it has become

popular for politicians "schooled" televisionto be to appear on

by various private communication consultants.

Terry Prone of Carr Communications, probably the most

elec t ion t i me theknown of such organisations, said that rat

premium ( 2 ) .sei-vices o f the media consultants a tare a

"bulletproofing" partyThese s e r vices include priming o r

Suchmajor interviews and programmes.re p resen ta t i ves for

shape of mock interview s i t ua t i onsbu 11 e Iproo f i ng takes

the demands of the presentersspecifically tailored to meet

analysed to exposeThe RTE presentersputting the questions. are

interviewing styles and the questions that they mos ttheir are

considered and used in order that thelikely to ask are

in RTEProne claimed thatpoliticians are not caught unawares.

not askedpriming the politiciansfoil owing suchinterviews w ere

h e rthat notquestion o rwasany

the Americanthat unlikeShe also went tocol leagues. sayon

Common.1 ca t ions and s i m 1 1 a rsuch consultancy Carrofexpe r 1 once

18
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already put by herself

w i d e 1 y

stated in the

co r rent a f f ai rs



concentratedcompanies tapping the capabilities of individualon

politicians to deliver inf or ma t i on. Po1i t i c i ans not taughtwere

to smile rein in their gestures but i nto t o n a t u r a 1acto r as

comfortable Carr Communicationsand pos s i ble .waya as was was

founded in 1975 and has been working in this for wellarea over a

In that time representatives the politicaldecade now .

par ties have v i s i ted i t f o r and ref resher and i tcourses

the impacthas served that market impartially. As shall be seen

considerable.of such consultancy has been
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Section Two Election News

must beIn this ofmany respects one

RTE electionofareas coverage.

widely viewed forum for election information by the generalmost

pub1i c. For this the approach by RTE to thereason news coverage

elec t ionof the is reveali ng.

The Six O’clock News i s the main o f itnews

does international and domestic with reports from around thenews

often of great depth. I t i s usually forty five minutesc o u n t r y ,

break.long and divided into two parts by comme rc i a 1a

i ternsThe re intwo presentersare

film reports have theirand lead Theseinto film repo r ts. own

presenters who taken otherf rom onea i' e o r

only has two reportersthe depar tment.news

during an election this number rise topolitical affairs. canon

almost all their reporters.encompass

is ofThe format of the rarely varies. Th i s tocoursenews

of the information recieved duringprovide continuity and sensea

similar to the print media.context

severely curtailedThe analytical aspects of the news are more

than on

three minute segmentnot possible toI t i s cover every

the historic background to the futureaspec t of f r o instory,a

to other productions. Ins t e a dleftThat task isramifications.

i s to provide updatean

brief analysis.if possible.with, a

the electionf romtypical b r o a d c a s te x a m p 1. e newsaan

20

Certainly it would be- the single

other documentary programming due to limitations of time.

the philosophy behind RTE news

In general RTE news

the programme fitting into a

seen as

on even ts

Tak i ng as

the studio who introduce news

the day, combining as

area of speciality in

the most impo/atant

in a



the Six One o fpel- i od news us

o f areas quite suitablenumbe r for analysis. Editorial policy

dur i ng the election responsible for the decision to hos twas

brief­ interviews with each of the main party leaders. On this

programme Des O'Malley, leader o f the Progressive Democrats

agreed to appear. Some o f the had analysis o f ma rgi na1programmes

constituencies those in which extra seats could be lostor

par ties, Carlow Kilkenny such and i t iswas one

featured here. This the day Provisional Sinn Fein 1 aunchedwas

their manifesto and in view of the limitations of the

Broadcasting Act the treatment of that launch is revealing. Ye t

it is the lead election story which gives the best flavour of the

i t does with the F i anna Fail toresponse

health policies.

The usual brief graphic of the globeprogramme opened a s

five orbiting bands of colour,enc i rc1ed by neutra1four ao r

conveyi ngimage of the often favoured by news programmes,sort

impartiality and objectivity.

rapid successionSuper i mposed picture frame inthe globe inon a

panic in Beijing following theleading stories.the threewere

military crackdown, the Minister of Health Rory O’Hanlon and

the Fine Gael spokesperson

Shorts of Belfast being bought uppo1i c i es and then r e po r t ona

company.

then introducedThe presenter Sean Duignan the programme

the launch ofe Lectionreferring exclusively stories sucht o as

the Sinn Fein policy man i festo. interviewan

2 1

by the main

with Progressive

the 7th of June provides

won or

election dealing as

on Health Ivan Yates

criticism by the Fine Gael/Progressive Democrat Alliance of their

with a

clash on Health

with a

by a Canadian



leader Des O’Malley and a reportDemocrat from the marginal

constituency of Carlow Kilkenny. Since the news

the leading item i t first and after three minutes ofcame some

that Duignan introduced the health issue from Charlierepor ta on

Bird say i ng.

"He re i s clear that state of the health services hasthe

become of the i ssuesdom inant i n the election."otie

Bird r e iterated this in the i n t roduc t ion to his repor t.

closure o fHis report outlined the various aspects of the i ssue,

wa rd s , for to the accompaniement of va r i oustreatmentqueues

radio debateimages of hospitals, the party representatives

and contentious advertising by both FF and FGthe i ssue overon

shot of current FG newspaper advertismenta

Election campaign slogan about health cutsdealing with FF ’ 87

and the handicapped.hu r t i ng the old. the sick

the FG/PD Alliance proposalsofTwo graphics shown, onwere one

i nproposal. These graphics outlinedthen the FFissue andthe

the proposals with Bird onlythrust ofthe maintwo sen tences

slightly embellishing them.

two short statements by Rory O'Hanlon and IvanThen there were

taken in the grounds of RTE. There isissue boththeY a t e s on

theanalysis of merit ofno c1 a i mseither politician’s anyor

the i ssue .independent voice on

profession itself isthe medicalfromInterestingly no-one

of the news brief. TheGranted it succeeds in termscons u1ted.

statement and theseissued statement and counterparties have are

they analysed. When it isaresenseno

2 2

reported faithfully but in

from Beijing was

on a

the issue with a



thisre membered that is the second most important i ssue ofnews

strikinglythe day i t i s sparse .

The politicians "interviewed". They haveno tare sense

been asked for statement and that is what they give. Onea

interesting facet of that the Minister isi sappearance

shown indoors from relatively close shouldersrange

and head in view whereas the FG spokesperson filmed outdoorsi s

f rom further John Fiske his book Television Culturei naway .

makes the observation that close mostly reserved in dramaups are

(1) .and entertainment host i 1 efor f i g u r e sprogrammes

S ince the report at least implicitly siightlyi s

view of government policy, f romoutone came ra pan zooms

the FG advertisment knocking FF health poli cy,ofa up

this logical device, unconcious iti s qui te h o w e v e r maya camera

be . Yet the verbal level the repo r ton

impartiality.

apparent dichotomy between the verbal and the visualTh i s i s

the following item. thetaken to greater heights in report ona

Sean Duignan again introduced themanifesto launch.

t he Sinn Fein campa ign. Liamre po r t with few sen tences ona

theoutlining the various policy areas o fCahill then took over .

f rommanifesto. The first image however was a

where cards with the word CENSORED in blockthe conference table

f ront of Theevery speaker.placed incapi tals were

the banners behind theand then acrossto facefrom face

Cahill sai d,to Gerry Adams' facereturnedspeakers until i t as

IRA campaign ofsupport for thereiterates. . .The man i f es to

IRA k i 1 I i ngs andGerry Adamsviolence.
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close

Sinn Fein

claimed today that

with only his

the i r

taking a

camera moved

zoom out

i n any

a model of



bombings had not featured his canvass."on

The re turned Cahill continued,camera

"Under orderan

forbidden to broadcast interviews reports of interviews withor

spokesmen for the organisation styling itself Sinn Fein.or women

the Ministers opinion such broadcasts would be likely toI n

incite crimepromote or tend to undermine the authority of theor

state.

Despite the restrictions i s not

u nlike those of voiceany par ty , a

by the presenter. One does not actually hear Adams but i nover

terms of informationi n toevent conveyany

the outline of the Sinn Fein document. a

health and education andinreversal of government spending cuts

Ireland Peace Plan."Six point” Northernindeed the Sinn Fein

injunction on RTE to refrainthe Minister’sS t rangely, in view of

from reporting "...reports of interviews..." sandwiched between

IRA and the Minister’sSinn Fein’s

if SF TDseport of Gerry Adams saying thati s werestatement a

Fianna Fail minoritythey might give supportelected

government.

the Sinn Fein proposals is missing. OnceCertainly analysis of

thangetting information and in respec ts moreso meaga i n arewe

i sbu t therethe health service, nothe report ontha t i n

than that imposed by Section 31.otherc r i t i c i s in

followed by various domestic stories unconcernedThis item was

break.commercialthe election andwith a

24

with shots of the speakers and

to the cards while

expression of support for the

made by the Minister of Communication RTE is

on broadcasting the report

the broadcast manages

to a

a new housing policy,



A f t e r this Sean Duigan we 1 coined the i e w e r back with a brief
line roundup ofone stories. There followed an

interview leader of the Progressive Democrats

conducted by Duignan himself.

when Duignan turned to him withwas

first question.hi s For the Duignan who had

been looking directly at attention to

two metres from each other and

O’Malley conformed to the convention of looking at Duignan. Until

the viewer had been addressednow talkedon

to (or perhaps

the questions

bu t i I. is he who is asking them and he who is being given the

r e p 1 i e s .

His was

the apparent change of heart in PD policy

facedconcerning public expenditure

issuean

to phrase and rephrase the question.

that increased funds from the Lottery

stillw e r e

Alliance dressed up the figures,

0’Ma 1leyexpenditure at oddsgovernment

the point where he shifted the discussioneventually relented to

different point, the suffering caused by the health cuts

obvious that hisit isyet
the circumstances tohe could underDuignan had done all

between past and present PDpolitely indicate the discrepancy

25

with the health issue,

the main

the camera devotes his

with previous policy.

the interview

at), f rom here

with Des O’Malley,

Duignan ' s

questioned O’Malley on

to one bas i s,

Duignan had one main point,

a one

onto a

tone was not hectoring but

repeated attempts

Duignan may well have asked

answers were evasive.

O'Malley. They were seated about

the viewer becomes a spectator.

part of Exchequer resources and that however the PD/FG

which O’Malley persisted in evading despite

The first view of O’Malley

they constituted an increased

nonetheless firm as he

rest of

one wants to ask



editor in RTE said.

the
part i c i pan ts the

meaning from being uncovered (2). Duignan avoided

but at the same

In the i’ e s t of the interview he questioned O’Malleys

suppor t FF minority government. In all the interview

lasted four minutes.

The revealing, already stated Duignan ledas us

into the interview. The O’Malley when hecame ra was

attempting to. Mostly the remained close to O'Malley andcamera

so .

i t is very likely

interview.thissuch help beforethat O’Malley went for

O’Malley appearedcompletely work. toUnfortunatly it did not

Hisbe ill a t

notin

to be evasion rather than illumination.those put

fact the

training as underlined by Terry Prone, since itcommunications

As shown here,that messageensures a

shade easily into single minded obstinacy.repetition can

revealing televisioni sCertainly this more

the politician is dodging questionshand sincethe otheritem. On
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will be received (3).

I n

using leading questions

leading questions is

policy. As Janet Martin,

showing of the Alliance in the polls and his possible

the use of

single mindedness

to him appear

a news

ease and unable

bad journalism since it pushes

views on

than a

Remembering that many politicians and most of the more

camera work was

remained on

time his point was clear.

only pulled away to show both men every minute or

speaking other than when Duignan was making his points or

the poor

for a

repetition of particular points is one aspect of

into entrenched positions and prevents

straight news

prominent ones are primed for such interviews

subtleties of

relation to certain points which were

to answer the. questions directly.



and time is be i ng taken up in trying down the
informational and , suspec ts,one the
ana lytical. to

indeed Ed Mulhall ofas news editing
admitted, bu t it

information and analysis (4).

The interview, over Duignans

the marginal General

of Carlow Kilkenny.

quite detailed if somewhat confusing account

of intricacies ofthe the political party campaigns in the

cons t i tuencv.

detailed thei r suppor t. It carried interviews with two

o f

Progressive Democrats and Fine Gael. Each spoke relatively

the constituency had been targetted by

the party candidates. No real

and campaigns.tactics ItAllpolicies of the par t i es.

the po1i c i esthe viewer knew enough about tothatassumedwas

candid about those itThe reportmake h is her waso r

that the marginalfulfilled infunction of the report was

aspec t s of the

in which theinteresting toI t i s see

for the parties here. F i annaworksproportionality of coverage

and the Progressive DemocratsFai 1

had more coverage
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w i t h

co-presenter Eileen Magnier

to pin him

four minute interview

side is

can do little
address the problem,

1 os ing ou t

openly about their candidates and much was made of

so much

Obvious1y a

the manner

considered vulnerable

election constituency

two seats and Fine Gael

constituency were well shown.

mind up.

here was

effort was made

so is

introduced an

the Fianna Fail Directors of Election and one each from the

actually a

item on

is illuminating as a contrast between

in the upcoming election and certainly the

than Labour which also had one.

to convey the

T h i. s was

the way in

with one apiece

which different areas of

It showed every candidate on the campaign trail and



becoming obvioushand , i t that both FF ando I. h e r thet h eOn was

trouble and henceP D candidates these candidateswere were

"interesting” than the Labourinherently who itmore man

electedtranspi red in second and the first coun t.wascame on

Pa r ty with 2% supportThe Workers i n the cons t i tuencya mere

than brief Withrecieved men t i on. there[ndependentsno more a no

of them , bu t had there been sleeringcoveragewa s no any ,

committee policy would have allowed them indeednot any coverage ,

the only who recieved Neil Blaney due to his Europeanone any was

that this theCer tainly cou 1 d inPar!iament res pec tseat . one say

I t is difficultweighted towards the status quo.i snews cove rage

guarantee of notice.the re , there i sto break in and noonce

under aImos tbroadcast is labouringOveral 1 that thewe see news

alsoimpartial, objective andimpossi ble I t hasdemands. beto

thanformat offer morefactual . It conf inedin suchcanno t aa

the election.the realities ofminor and analysis ofcursory

for RTEi mpos s i b1ei sThere and i tforty one consti tuenciesare

three weeks.justice i neach of thoset o a me recover

marginals to beThe decision fewon ly ato appearscover

Thef1 awed.reali s t i c although thisand reasonable, i scove rage

day-to-day reporting of election fall down.to onevennews seems

interviewThefactual bas i s, due the limitations time.to ona

the mostto have Indeed ironicallyseems

to be1 n o f info r ma t i onsuccess fu I 1. e r m s contentrepo r I appea rs

However it hasI. li e Sinn Fein manifesto.the report noon

content whatsoever.ana 1 y t i ca .1

f rotn theOne glaring omission programme
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with any

is the general public.

similar problems.

i n



although in otherTh e r e popu1i, broadcasts wherevox news

poli ticians shown canvassing, bys landers asked forwere were

their opinions. lack of inputTh i s that of course themeans

the role ofpresen ter mus t the public with varying degreesassume

o f success.

1 t is obviously for the cons t i tu tedas

to do other than impart information i s not surprised that

this inf orma t ion i s non-c r i t i ca 1 in its stance towards the

legitimacy of the democratic occu r r i ng. There i sprocess no

ana 1ys is to whether the is effective i ndeed just.as process o r

That i s i ssue i n terms of the reporting. sma 1 Inot an

to this, i t is also unsurprising that the question of policypa r t

in the Carlow/Kilkenny constituencyis subordinated especialy

The viewer isto tactical aspects of the campaign there.report

not merely although information is there, therecieving the news ,

complete package of values whichi s i n itselfnews area

That they workcompletely taken for granted. on one more

fundamental level , the electi onthat of the legitimacy of

fundamen tai level,allows the inference tha t lessa tprocess, a

that of party political policies, they will likewise work. and

the viewer does reminded of the ideologicalnot need to be

aspects of the campaign. Mary J.Kelly in her paper. "Who Controls

the Domestic News Agenda?" makes the point that news media are

be vehicles exhorting radical change, primarilyunlikely to

but also since theydue to commercial serve a consensusreasons

(5). Their legitimising function inin society"elite"of the

" e 1 i te"bethe political process can seen as

the nature of televisionsuspects thatbu tconsensus, one

2 9

imposs ible

Due in no

news programme

adding to an

is no

and one



prevents informational news

level.
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Section Three Today Tonight Election Specials

Par t o f decision concerning

tocoverage was run

which would be broadcast to thename over

Eugene Murray, who produced thesevote . revealed thatprogrammes,

the day the election called the Today Tonight team actuallywas

had twenty minutes of film sho t the health situation in Cork.on

( 1) .

T h e i' e six specials in all. t ha twere

percieved to be decisive for the campaign. Thesewas programmes

dealt in forty minutes social welfare,taxat ion,

unemployment, emigration and the economy.

Presented by the main reporters with Today Tonight, each was an

issues had become issues.the in which thesea t temp t to cove r way

involved with them and the ofthe of the voters responseresponse

proposals.the political parties them and to each other'sto

the 30th of June whichofexample t he programmean

the formula used.readily seedealt with the Health cuts one can

s t ud i oThe presenter Olivia O’Leary. There wasthis night awas

Ivan Yates forpanel consisting of the Minister Rory O’Hanlon,

Fine Gael and Brenden Howlin for Labour.

picture ofa

Charles Haughey,

the health service,for bu t"No more money

change his mind?"

Referring to "..controversial government cuts.." and the fact

she outlined thetarget ted health cuts,the opposition hadthat

3 1

wi th heal th.

the three weeks prior

the election steering committee’s

will election fever

each dealing with an area

Taking as

a number of specials using the Today Tonight

The programme opened with O’Leary intoning over



opposition proposals in this 60M injection by themain area , a

FG/PD alliance andtwo restructuring of the Hea1thover years a

Boa rds.

Mary Harney shown making speeech about the sufferingwas a

caused by waiting lists and the closure of hospital wards.

coun t e rposed with theradio interviewwas a

where he theissue st a ted that there f r omwas

government.

Wo rkersclaim by Labour and thethe

thisFG the PDs had clear recordParty that neither a onnor

Pau 1 Blanch field theShe then introduced pi ece byissue. ona

background the debate.to

launch of the Fine Gael manifestoIt started with shots of the

interviewing Dukes atto Blanchfieldthe subject. Then it cuton

in fact implicitlythe

supported FF health policy for the previous

Blanchf i e1 dsand disagreed withDukes denied this vehemently,

healthfor cutting backcontention that there was a case

expenditure .

their launchThen the to the Workers Party statementitem a tcut

The spokesperson challenged the creationtheir health policy.of

lines and then wenthealth service di ided "class" too f ona on

ask FG/PD to make their FF minoritysupport fors tance aon

government clear.

interview where Blanchfield madelead back into the DukesTh i s

FGs Tallaght strategy appeared to be moribund tothatthe point

which Dukes

and he expected that health issues wouldTallaght strategy

3 2

Thi s with Haughey on

no more money

two years.

She also briefly mentioned

launch and asking him whether FG had not

repl led that Health policy was only a part of the



thepredominat e canvass.on

back0’Leary link this generalto report withon screencame a

based the "bizarre funding crisis"follow termed i t ,sheonup a s

the Southern Heal th Board.occurring in outlining theA graphic

the SHB hadproblem, that of 2.5M and unable toan ove r run was

shown and then compared furtherto a

graphic showing that money had been discovered, 2M in totalnew

from European Social Fund and which had noti nsu rance sources

previously been there .

O’Leary then handed report from Brendan O' Brien intoover a

Cork the Southern Heal th Board.on

"cutting edge" o f thewhat he called theHis report began a t

childrenprimary school in Cork wherehealth cuts, numerousa

the SHB hospitalsunable receive medical treatmen t att owere

thethen outlined the background todue to waiting Helists.

they could not bethatcrisis , ing no t i c eswith workers recie

the MinistersThe secretary oflack of fi nance .paid due to a

meeting at Cork airport dismisseddown and i n a

the SHBchairperson ofThethe SHB.certain officials i n

the extra f inance.the discovery ofexpressed his bemusement a t

how those mostsocial background the cuts,O'Brien togave some

to consider private treatmentunemployed and unableaf fee ted were

exampleswith parents outlinedinterviewss e i- i e sand in somea

actually affected children.the cutsof the way

1500 children atworkers who spoke ofinterviewed socialHe

theindicated the dangersand also torisk.

in that The fears ofinterview area .

3 3

department flew

with voluntary workers

of

elder 1y in an

continue in operation was



voiced and those ofpsyc h i a t r i c the unions involved.

F'o 1 1 ow i ng this. the returned to the pane 1. 0’Learycamera

immediately took a t

length about the the f i nance for the Southernnew

Health Board and expressing open incredulity at hi that

from ESF funds andi t that his departmentwas money

resonsibility for it.

He made clear what he called his "resentment" at being thought

to have anything to do with O’Leary then turned to Howlin whoi t .

quoted the story about the FF Minister who put down in onetrees

o f more depressed of histhe areas

election and had them uprooted i n . Heas

the point that the money had not previously existed and thatmade

election campaign it would not have been "f ound " .only for the

asked by O’Leary if the waiting lists constitutedIvan Yates was

they did and outlined the FGcrisis, repli ed thatt oa

to O'Hanlon who said tha t i tproposals. She put the question was

not a

acceptable.

" du tchHe also reiterated that there would not

the election and thatrelationauction" in to

would be distributed.

O'Leary pointed out that FineReturning her attention to Yates ,

had supported two budgets which had previously cut healthGael

F i ne Gae1 .expenditure and queried the change of heart in

that had occurred,Yates made much of the crisis an

had coherent policieselection on

the question O'Learytothe issue .
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which he

crisis although he accepted that waiting lists

situation and that Fine Gael

Seeing no apparent answer

had no

no extra money

that i t was

source of

soon as

as he put it be a

the votes were

s answer

staff were

an agressive stance questioning the Minister

constituency just prior to an

were not



persis ted reasoning and put it that theto him

saying- was that if no election had beenwas

called Fine Gael these

proposals. Yates deni ed this.

Bringing in the issue of FG support minority FF government

fol Iow i ng the to whether FG

w ou 1 d vote against health replied thate s t i ma t e s in He

Alan Dukes would consider election.

Turning to Howlin, tiertwo

coun t ry? she then puthealth system in this To his reply of yes

the Labour Minister of Health Barry Desmond whoi t that it was

replied that he had not andhad instituted health cuts. Howl i ri

Hethat tenure.

saying thatFine Gaelthen twoas

the Senatedays before the the Labour i nsena torsprogramme

the cuts and FG had refused to participatehad proposed

in

true but that heIvan Yates cut thatin saying

w o uId look it .into

the Minister questioning the two tierO'Leary finished up with

replied firstly thataspec t of the problem. He a

"pr i va te " hea1 thconstitutional right to

addressing the problem.

the content of the programme .inTha t is essence

introduction bycons i s t i ng o fformal structure,it has ana

the Health issue,film referring in general toterms0’Leary, aa

withlocal aspect of the cutsofinvesti ga t i ons p e c i f i c am o i' e

3 5

expenditure had remained level under Desmond’s

a budge t .

threw out

care and that he was

a vo t e on

election O'Leary questioned Yates as

this was not

for a

budget based on

As we

late as

can see

logic of what he

in he r

an attack at

would have supported a

line of

there was

O'Leary asked him whether there was a

the position after an



ref epence involved ( voluntarywide groups

health administrators,workers, unions and of the public.)course

debate arising from, but not centered theon ,

f i 1 med repor ts. There are obvious for Itthis s t ruetu re.reasons

i s interesting both logically and visually since the viewermore

assimilate the information collected by the reporters andcan

then it to the comments of the politicians.compare

I t i s wide ranging and to be ob ject ive s i nee allmos tappears or

of the parties to the debate addressed .are

it is subjective ana 1ys i s. It add i-esses thei n itsre spec t s

Essentially it takes forquestions from non-critical s tance.a

that thegranted the fact that have health service andwe

prior to the health cuts the best of allpresumed status wasquo

consideration of alternativepos s i b1e situations. There i s no

which is perhaps justified in that i t i stypes of health service,

the terms by wh i chpolitical programme addressing the issues i na

Unfortunately sincethey are presented by the political parties.

set by thethe agenda isi t is precisely because i n many ways

neatly setthe question of dissenting voices i spo1i t i c i ans

that the healthfound, ie .aside. A of opinion i sconsensus

not from principle but for politicalservices i mmu Labie,are

stickthe political partieshence issueuse as areasons,

On these terms O’Leary'to beat each other

service by detailing the twists and turns of the parties in

line of questioningfor O'Leary takesthe issue ,relation to a

the health service as suchto the issue ofrelatewhich does not

pronouncements of the parties involved,but rather the public

pas t po1i c ies,berate Yates for Fine Gael'sequallyhence she can

3 6

with. is providing a

and concludes with a

to many different

such an

However in some



for F i anna Fail's present policy and Labour for0 ' Han Ion a

hypo the t i ca1 future policy in of their previous actions.terms It

been said by commentatorshas like Helena Sheehan that the

RTE viewgene ral libera1 (2) .m i dd 1 e classwas a one

it does haveIn fact traces of such the f iImedview ina

whichrepor ts presented this in that they betrayare on programme

with the breakdown of the the healthope rat ion ofuneasean

re 1 a t ions e r v ice i n the sec t ions of the population.t o poore r

Yet O'Leary puts that behind for exceptionthe most with thepa r t

of her questions the systern, bythe development of two-tie redon

the purely political aspectsanalysis o fto an

be resolved by thehow this quest ionof the question and

pa rties.

to beTerry Prone made interesting point thatthe more

betheir gestureemphatic intelevision and toagressive moreon

to theher interviewsnoticed, certainly O'Leary has brought

art form (3 ) . Ivan Yates asks rather1 eve 1 of At s tageonean

remark.”makeplaint i vely of O'Leary whether he to. . onecan

which O'Leary replies "No.".

than passable imitationProne herself has said she do acan more

for those who faceindeed be usefulof O'Learys style, which must

aggressive and forcefulIn fact Yates also takes0’Learj an

which putsasking the questionsbut he i s theapproach, no t one

the end of thedisadvantage pointed up athim at quite a

and b o t hupsums

the Minister. Theyvocally off withcame ra

thethe context ofbut have not been able inhave theirli ad say
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disagreeing quite

w i 1 1

sticking closely

women need

interview where O’Hanlon Yates and Howlin are



Io directly confronti nt e r v i e w 0 ' Learyopponents.

referee has preven ted from becoming a

of s1oganeer ing,matter much 1 t the chagr in ofto theseems

others.

programme addressing the health cuts it works well. as a

of understanding the response of the political parties i tmeans

also provides quite entertaining.an

Politically i t i s ba Lanced. Since RTE gives

coverage proportionate the representation ofto the par ties in

the Dail, al 1 the political parties on

film and in interview the i r Ofto put there i s tilecase . course

issue to whether real alternatives being presented to theas are

pub1i c since po1i c i e s presented not ideological basisare on an

but party basis and since parties have similar views, theon a

choi ce presented is not i deologi cal choice but rather a partyan

p o 1 i t i c a 1 choice. This is reflected by Today Tonight, and not

instance Labour and the Workerssubverted by it. For

different interpretation of the issue from tha t ofradically

but thisF i anna Fail, the Progressive Democrats,Fine Gael or

This isdoes not of thein the course programme.

the filmed reports whichthe presentation of takeperhaps due to

government policy but ignore the partycritical approach toa

the O’Leary debate which concentratesthenandpo1i t i ca1 response

the politicallythe party political For instanceaspects.on

tieredwhether i t i s is not twoto or a

For many thereally addressed.brought up but not twoissystem

situation in ther espons i b1e in part for thei st i e rcd system

the health cutsThe prominence whichso rviceheal I h as
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the discussion

insight and it is

a'whole.

ac I i ng as

charged question as

are given an opportunity

come out

Party have a

As a

their political

relatively well



I heg i ven tiered system i s relatively ignored, i sa r e a

of With regard to the fundamental theunease.cause issues

approach of i s to remain in the of theprogramme context

given and to adress cursorily if all , vie wpoi n t s.a t other Is

this democratic? The only be depend:ngandanswe can yes no ,

the s u b j e c t i v e viewpoint. 1t does perhaps make foron no t

since the for de ba t e i s curtailed by thea rea

parties themselves. On the other hand i si t difficult howto see

other i ewpo i n ts the f rameworkcan

presently extant indeed whether they should. In this respecto r

the function of this t e1ev i s i on i s hardly subversive. It is a

political brand X Y . If brand Z has not madeo I' a

ma j o r impact in o f representation then it must in futuret e r in s

do if i t i s to be given any great degree o fso coverage.

Cy ni cal that wi t h o ut the implicitmight sayvoices coverage o r

legitimacy of Z is unlikely tobrand increasecoverage

situation.and isrepresentation

such i t i sIt to disagi'ee withis difficult

reached.o bvi ous impasse has beenthat an

i ndid no t featurethat IndependentsRemember too ,

In fact Tom Foxepreprogramme o r

to hisindependant candidate directly dueelected as anwas

candidates alsohealth cuts in Roscommon and otheropposi t ion to

difficultIt i sbroad platform. t othatstood on see a

than ones basedignoring such candidates otherforjus tif icatjon

this i s theand indeed ussuallytime ,considerations of excuseon

used .
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w h 1 1 e

thisat all

compelling debate

be accomodated within

t h i s

commentary on

therefore in a Catch 22

a. view and yet

in other election programmes.
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Elec tionSection Four '89 Results Coverage

thenight of electionThe resu1t s was

highly organised tour de force for RTE. The buIk of the

broadcast from the 16th to the 19th of June. In

the studios had been preparedfact alrnos t month in advance anda

in the of the computer network recording and analysingcase

resu 1 t s work had started sixto months previously.up

In this the most important piece of elec tionsensea was

programming, ensured of large audience who would depend on thea

television for the results they came in from the nationwideas

than wai tcounts for I tpapers. was

also the greatest legitimising aspect of the election. As the

f o r u m in which the results assessed and their implicationswere

considered it had s i gni fi canc e not dissimilar activetoa

elements the election such real theof voting.as sense

e1ec t ion fundamental element of Electionr e s u 1 t s programme was a

’ 89 . The for this arereasons

itself.of the programmein analys i sapparen t

is relatively RTE sets imple.The basic of theformat programme

thecontainedaccomoda te it. One computertwo studios t oup

the mainThe othershown only in passing.equipment and waswas

steel'in gtaken by theA decisionfocus of the wascove r age.

muchthe studio,the presenters into keep allcomm i t t ee same as a

other Topracticality and visual unity as reason.any

large semi-the platform the presenters satthis end, was aas

the roleBrian Farrell hadthree presenters,The r ecircle. were

interviewer and hosted rotating panel o fmain presenter and ao f

4 1

matter of

r a t h e r the following day's

many and varied and will become

a carefully planned and

programming was

In a



po1iticians s i x in number whoto Between himup r i g h t .sat

and his pane 1 large monitor into which fed incomi ngwas a were

from outsiderepo r Is Thesecenters.a t c oun t

OBI)'s also conducted in terviews the ground and occasionallyon

brought into with the studio pane 1.were

Further along the semi seated Pat Kenny whose mainwas

task read i ng out with the help d i splaysof graphic computerwas

the incoming results. i n while did he leave hisa

posi tion to show the studio the computer network.with

Finally John Bowman the end of semi-circle and histhesat a t

job to provide political analysis of the main trendswas a

ev i den t from the incoming figures. He assisted by two guests,was

usual ly journalists political commentators and these twoo r were

rotating basis.on a

hourbroadcastThere also everywaswas

including interviews andfive-minute long itemwith briefa

mainly dealtana lysis. I n fact it

15 th .also held theelections which onwere

andlocated in townsThe outside broadcasting units sevenwere

Galway andLimerick,Tralee,Cork ,Dunda1k,cities , Dubli n,

specific geographiceach wasbeS1i go. As seencan

Alltruly national coverage.forall owspread in mind in order to

where thethisbeside marginals sinceloca ted in waso rwere

thatotherOne aspect waslost .to be

report on video, bringcould make theirotherreporters in a i- e a s

Dublin.transmitted tothen bewouldwhere itthese po i nt si t to

also ini nRTE studiosthisTo pu rpose

theinteresting aspect ofOnethe ni gh t. coverageopera t .i on on

4 2

the debate

wi th the Udaras

election was

circle

located with a

on his

a Gaelic service which

broadcasting units

Athlone and Waterford were

na Gael tach ta

Only once

won or



po j nLed out by Eugene Murray who had eve ral1 editor i a 1
thatWHS many reports in live and

unedited to the studios ( 1 ) . not always two waywa s

made for interesting if somewhat
unpredi catab L e

The basic philosophy guiding the the night of the

the director John Blackmanas it ,pu t informationpure
(2) .

the priority,This to transmitwas the results inas

quickly as possible and i nas rnanne r . Thi sa

that Pat Kennys rolem ean t the most important andas seen , was

Bowman and Brian Farrellboth John had lesser f unc t ions. Of

incourse

Kenny, due in part to the

announced and the need to fill theup

discussion and analysis.

Not all announced,count s were

all 41 constituencies but

elect!on t ransf e rss i gn i f i can Lof candidates vote wereo r

captions when i n t e r v i e w sbroadcast. oftheOne device usewas

political figures were being conducted.w i t h ma j o r

Producer Michael Heney andIn overall the Executivecharge was

in orderin tervi ewshe would quite regularly i nterrupt

into incoming viceresults versa.or

in studiothat therein mind isOne point worth bearing

the European Elections due to the differing

thosereference toIndeed there wasconstituencies.
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readily intelligible

after that only actualshown in

respons i bi 1 i t.y

television.

communications this
S i nce ther e

reality Brian Farrell had somewhat more airtime than

staggered way

usually the first count was

in which counts were

was no

extrapolation on

a 1mos t no

coverage on

remaining time with

to cut

they came

were sent

16th was



elections during the nigh t.

To further consider the it i s ins tructive takecoverage to a
half hou r o f thesegment f r om 10.00 P.M. to 10.30 P.M.programme

In this period of time of the main features and theremany occur

i s interesting and i n quite usefulan example of thesome ways

panels discussion.

The hour kicked off the end ofa t a panel discussion and some

results. Commerc i al b i’ e a k s loosely timed for every twentywere

m i n u t e s but due the vagariest o of interviews thereo r so , was no

schedule. Brian Farrell movedset f rom the discussion toaway

the results with the revealing comment,

. . We do want to give people much information have..as as we

W i t h this the camera moved onto Kenny who succinctgave a

rundown of the in Dublin South West, Laoi s Offalycoun Is and

S1i go-Le i trim. For- each consti tuency graph!c wou 1 da appear

for seconds; this listed the candidates,twenty votessome

received and by o f colour coding whether the cand i da t emeans was

elected Also shown the overal 1 state of the partiesnot.o r was

dark blue background faint the Dailgrey picture ofon a a

i t . This ba r chart with indicating the numbera markeron was a

party would achieve Certainly inw h i c h o v e i- a 1 1 majoi'i ty .a t a an

these graphicsof legibility ideal and lacked onlyterms awere

the specificshowing where constituency According tom a p was .

Levey ofJoe wasmap

droppedpossible feature of each graphic butdi scussed wasas a

unwieldy and timebeing tooa s

si tua t ion itof discerning the nationalCe r ta i nly meansas a

to the viewer to determinein order

4 4

cons urn ing (3) .

with

would have been most helpful

RTE Computer Graphics Programming such a



the difference between urban and r ural voting patterns a n d so on .

the resultson to any great degree apart
f rom about who to bewas
elected eliminatedor cons t ituency, but ini reducehe did a
brief humourous cartoon drawn RTE artistby an
dealing with the Progressive Democrats Far re 1 1showing.poor
1 ead into commercial break with the words,a

this"A t s Lage keep, Lets gowe toover a

commercial break. "

In itself o fan

commerci a 1 public broadcasting. The commercial break lasted just

three minutes. and the conti nu e d w i t hover programme a

the national state of the parties. There five m i nu tewas a

elect ionsthe L'daras i nGaeli c

and asked f o r h i sin L e rviewedo f the response

the Greenfirst TD and whatof theire]ec t i onthe i m m i n e n tt o

Then Farrell introducedGaeli cParly policy was .on

the RDS featuring anbroadcast from

re-elected for Fine Gael.FitzGerald who had just been

filmed from the side and bothand FitzGerald wereThe repo i't e r

crowd of onlookers,viewinare

in the background.workers,
the spot introduced the itemThe reporter on

that FitzGeralds vote gettingand commentedcongra tulations

tactics had paid off.
thishad worked out i nt a c tics

into t hethis Farrell cu IAtothers.uni ikeelec t io n some
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w h i c h

mostly party political

with the obligatory

interesting acknowledgement of the realities

had better

Kenny did not elaborate

FitzGerald replied that his

slight throwaway lines

in a

an outs ide

item showing a

language item on

earn o u r

a member

Green party was

interview with Garrett

most likely next

recap of

wi th a



discussion and asked FitzGerald how he
basical ly the PDs.as

the question by saying that his

preoccupations during the election had been firmly within his
const! t u e n c y . Ivan Yates and Michael McDowell the PDs,of

the studio panel were brought in to the discussion to

congratulate FitzGerald

Bowman cut in the with questions about tricks campaigndirtya

in

abou t. A t this point Farrell but Bowmancut

Eventually Farrell brought the Workers PartyPat Rabbitte of i n

the customary congratulationsthe coversation. Rabi t t e afterto

get toge the r.asked whether the civil wa r

FitzGerald said he had

and FF were notthe PDs , FGDail and thatin the

true that there

differences between them.

Seamus Brennan of Fianna Fail agreed

thatsaying that itissue
made the point that if therethe center and Michael McDowellof
it would be similar to Japanright-left divide in Irelandwas a

small andlarge center right party and a

impotent left wing party.

i nFitzGerald cut
with which McDowellI reland,left in"sei f-defined"

agreed.
independent left TD for Dublin North CentraltheTony Gregory.
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continued with his questions.

right wing party such

with the interesting but unclarified point that

in all his years

parties should now

mentioned once

were no

in over Bowman,

FitzGerald neatly dodged

right wing parties and it was not

where there was one

on his success.

there was an alternative

the constituency which FitzGerald professed

with FitzGerald on this

felt about an alliance
with a

to know nothing

it was a

both on

was important

never heard the civil war



left/right divide was
left realignmen t and unity.

Ivan Yates then said that "we"

Farrell handed to Pal, Kenny who took theover
viewer tour of the containing the computer equipment
and brief demonstrationga v e a it worked.

r e s u 1 t s .

One ofa spec, t coverage which ev i de n t this pa rticularno t inwas

segment of the aroundre po r L s centers

the where thec o u n try r e t u r n i n g the resu 1 Is . These

filmedwere

pa i" t i e s the presumably to givein , e1 emen tsome

particular order counts whicho f There thetosuspense.

how they could becovered thus,were

all aspec ts of theOfinto the programmes.

the delays in w a i tingleast successful sinceprogramme they were

deli very ofand the idiosyncratici nf or the count s t o come

to disrupt the flow of thes e i' vedtheo fsome

programme.
night. Duethe toIn fact

the subjec t camerafluidthe
cue .apresenterwo u 1 <1 a

than detracted from the overalli- a t h e ramusing and added toThis w a s

the production.ofa tmosphe re
f or"cut-off point"i stherethatmade the comment aTer ry Prone

election day and afterbe foreregarding ipollticians
considerablyi sin thatthe votes are(4) . When
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editing was

studio

of how

something of

returning officers

nature of

n t e r v i e w s

agreed with Pat Rabitte

Following this

a verbal explanation of which

on a

being covered often a

that and they are

few more

remain on

programme were

a good thing

He also showed a

was no

from count

slotted n e a 11y

and hoped for a

sometimes with only

it all depended very much on

that a

a problem on

candidates were

officers gave

did not want class politics.

too long or he would mistime



interested inless the e f feet their words will have. H e n c e the
large numbers of politicians interviewed on
somewhat different and

comparison to the manner they approached

Similarly Pat Rabitte, made the
observation that it would not have been right to appear too
sectarian (5). The function of that of the
pre-election specials, of the par ties.

i t informa tional ,was to results, and

en lerlaini ng . That discussions such as

of seriousness and political sophistication Lha L i t said

in the

context of Terry Prones words. the

dissection of the results had begun and for

the light of the substantial swing to the left theni n

apparent,

relaxed and informative way than previously possible.more

i n advance.The

Workers Party,According to Tony Heffernan,

usually contacted three to four days prior

representative (G). 1 n the the

he was asked forResults Specialt i on
revolving panel. Hissi neerepresentatives
indeed most of the elect ionandthis programme,perception of

reasonab1efor a small partythatprogrammjng, was
than they had recievedand considerably moreof coverageainount

the point that RTE coverageHe also madelast election.thea t
possibly due to it beingmedia,that of the newsthanb e t t e rwas

4 8

perhaps

in reference

less guarded approach in

Ra t he r
the poIi c i es

E1 e c

the night had a

to uncover

which was

to a programme

a number of

the above had an element

a change, especially

case of

The election was over,

the WP got a

can be

was missing­

actual members of the panels were selected well

the implications of the vote could be discussed in a

from other programming can be seen best

this programme was not

pre-election programmes.

there was a

Press Officer of the

who appeared on the programme,

and asked to provide a

he was



p u b 1 i c s e r v ice station anda the i t to

be i in pa r L i a 1 .

In studio Pat Rabitte fel t Lha L the discuss ion fairlywas
spon taneous unde r Overal1
there no particular weighting of questionswas the largerto
pa r ties and he thought that the coverage was suitable in the
context of the andprogramme, tha t

successful in te rms of wha t it did.

He also made that for the duration of the four

week election campaign television had presented the i ssues

whereas the results night I’oo t ed i n

pers ona1i Lies.

Certainly the i nd i v i dua1 stories, Garretton

FitzGerald successfully bringing in candidate in his

Mary Harney barely making it back into the Dail i ncons ti tuency,

strong left challenge in Dublin South-West andthe face of a

the left parties and the surprise victory forindeed the rise of

The nationalRoger Garland for

the little victories and tragedies infor

panel ofThatthe individaul

McDowe11the waspollticians included a

the programme.telling
flexibleframework of the programme wastheYet has been seenas
theLions and debatesa 11ow serious q u e senough to

individualFo r i ns Lance,nat i on. nothelife ofpoli tical

the left.dealt with the swing tothebeforeprog ranime

hadmade of i talthough mention w a s

4 9

the

the observation

the guidance

cons t i tuencies.

reflection on

statutory obligation on

some of the

a second FG

a canvas

losers such as Michael

framework was

concentration was

the Green Party in Dublin.

programme was firmly

i n news programmes.

the programme was

of Brian Farrell (5a).

to arise on

electio n

I f one



been made and broadcast i t i s would have been
considerable protest from the ye t

" i. s sue " in politicalas terms as health. Po11s had
predicted through the e L ection campaign that Labour and the

Party would doWorkers much better than originally thought. i tso
innotwas any sense surprisea the night. Faron f rom i t for

Charies Haughey had made much of "Red scare" tactics in las tthe
few days before the vote the poIls made clearas t h e lefts

It for the Results Specialwas this, has beenas

Throughout the night itseen , success. the key

ques t i ons . In this very effective f or itsense

level of political debate not of therest

election It is significant thatcoverage. very

long programme and had littlewhen the participants to 1o se in

political terms.

function. r e j t e r a t e ; into

the primary task .f o ri nfo rmat i oncase

thatt heythatYet werei t i s also true

campaign and the aftermath.to thef undamentaiq u i t e

questioning the politicians about thethat inSo c I.earwas
the left and the variousrise ofthethe heal th issue,effect o f

for

thei nthat they werethe eventFi anna Fai .1 , in
the subsequent political debate.forthe tonesetpresen ters

"specta tor s po r t "ittha tmade the point w a s aa 1 s oPa t Rab i t t e
The format.i sThisentertainment (5b).o r an

inevitable. The way inthisbeing person a lily
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managed to ask questions

F a r r e 1.1 ' s

self evident.

increasingly good position.

likely that th ere

orientated, made

commitments given by the parties

a minority,

this sw i ng was

to analyse

The presenters had a

on support or non support

v e r y c 1 e a r

allowed a

much an

the programme was

the public was

seen during the

this occurred on a

was one ofwith some

larger parties,



which Pat Kenny guided the viewer around
also s ign if i can t. H e stopped beside one and had the operator put

the colourful andup t i ve d i sp1 ays, commenting on the
t e c hn ical opera Lion.
Thu t were developed forthoseto

i sspor t not to say thatdebased, bu t rather
t e I e v i s i o n of i ts nature s hape s the ma L e r i a I it t r a n s m i t s .

The constant. pace of change served, to hold theeven

and the the national si t u a t ion

ce rtai n keyi n cons ti tuencies added to the atmosphere.

almostIn success f u1respect this itseve ry on o w nprogramme was

has been levelled atand with regard to criticism thatterms

important thirdit providese1ec t i on program i ng,o the r an

indicatorsand significanttheelement to

towards
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Conclusion

The in a i n thrust of thesis has been the role and
f u n c tion o I the RTE coverage of the 1989 General Elec tion.
The historical framework, and

clear. Sinceare of the na t iona1 television service
in the the of political broadcasting has beencourse an
evolving path from where the station acted 1i tile thanas more a
mouthpiece for the staus couldquo one say
that the At one stage

shown, and theirwere

pronouncements criticism.o r now

almost all have the i r i s strictly governedsay

by thei political representation in the Dail. Of thosecourse

beyond the political pale Sinn Fein gi venconsidered are

attention. However thevoice whatsoever and only cursoryno

RTE have become arbiters of debate.important point here is that

in which they covered thein theisThe proof of this manner

assumed the roles o fprogramming theyElection. t h e i rIn

Inthe debates thatand analysers of arose.information-givers

broadcas tsthese rolespractice were

and the more comprehensive Todayhavesuch seenthose weas
broadcasts performed their task well.The newsTon i gh t
they managed to outline theitemsshortIn

insightthe campaign and provide anthe day indevelopments of
with party leadersthe interviewsHoweverIocal conf 1icts.i n t o

lack ofdue tobasically athis con text,fitted uneasily into
allowed thoseThe shortened formatt .1 m e
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specials .

to consider

relatively

the statutory obligations

only government representatives

this

the inception

for real analysis.

1960 ’ s

say although this

an arbiter for many voices.

divided between the news

station acts as

such as

were never given any analysis

to a situation where

on RTE



in terviewed to evade the ques tions , than
superficial appraisal ofa the issues.

The Today Tonight were somewhat different in that they
had the for quitescope extensive coverage of In the

that they providedsense involved to air
their grievances they worked well. introduced to
al 1 the the link between the party

political aspect of the health

up by O’Learys incisive questioning of the parties previous

statements. issue here. the

criticism i s

that the differences in approach and indeed ideology between

par t i es conf rontaional s tance

in itselfinterviewed,i n those she not

with the impression thatthing, leaving the viewer

Progressive Democrat governmentg o v e r n m e n t

This is hardly illuminating,t hei r approach to health.i n

the opportunism

that she and by extension the viewerthe impressiongave
than ideologicalinterested in tactical rathertoo ,

two-tier healththeSo for instanceconsiderations.
given to theservice was

that thei t i c i s mThetheo fparty politics
that it is equally importantbut ratheris not important1 a t ter

include the former.toin political programming
of theseBroadcast suffered from noneThe Election Results

great degree.problems
a n dtopic,politicaland effortt i me

5 3

si tuation.

of all

specials

significant players and

brushed aside while

devote

wh i 1 e

cons iderable to a

a Labour

took a

a bad

to a

regard to all

was more

Here television was allowed to

i s not

issue as

great attention was

presented was adequately dealt with.

to any

Time was not really an

i ssue of a

and so

were almost ignored. O'Leary

parties was shown in her interview,

issue and the election was pointed

The viewer was

a forum for all parties

put and prevented more

Yet one obvious

would be similar

an issue .



while treating as

i t manageds po r t to rise level of discussion

and informative than anything that preceded it. It testimony
the limits fundamentalto to the nature of television,

of all programmes, succeeded with almost

broadcasting time, whereas the news and to

did Neithernot. itwas

election results,the repeating the ritual cant of

party politics. It would be foolish to blind to the

this programme however,

example of political television at its best.

the nature of all-news radio and television

significant role forArthur Berger

classes in society (1).the middle

1 owerand

and influence and the latter dueto theirthe former due pow e r

The middle classes however,in sheer survival.to their interest

lacking power but seeking it,

of an increasingly chaotic world andthey could makewhich sense

those around them. Theperhaps increase their
very popular,society isin Irishfact i s that news

rarely dips below 45% of recorded viewerssix
it is hardly surprisingview of Berger’s proposition,(2) . In

the most widelyResults Special isthat

viewed of all RTE
provideslegitimising theme this programme

chaos of the electionthe poli tic. alof order fromassurance
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o'clock broadcast

some levels

the viewers with an

to a

an extent Today Tonight

one of

He considered that the upper

it provides anentertainment aspect of

discussi on on

one self

more analytical

a tool by

In a

and not merely

is a

classes in society had little interest in such media,

coy when discussing the implications of

no constraint on

a typical

saw these media as serving a

saw the news media as

i t on has been noted as a spectator

influence over

i n that i t

the Election
productions (3). Again returning to the



campa ign. The cast his op her be
posi lion to therun government, but at least the viewer knows

there isthat in the offing, is being

peaceful manner.

The fundamental question is the suitability of a
medium for political discourse. As seen above the i s t ha tanswer

under certain circumstances be a useful.

i n fo rmat i ve, of transmitting and receiving

political information. Unfortunately for the most part i t

due to considerations of time and the limited

analys i s. The major toreason

ti e in with the role of

be reasonable request.neu t ral i n poli t i ca1 cove rage,

neutrality has meant that televisionHowever the fact of that

thehas decided firstly that

reasonable proposition, and secondlypolitical parties, again a

relative to thethat television

bad thing to be centrist,is noitWhi 1 ecentrist.

that truly alternative approaches to issues

of opposing partiesthe bitter rancour
So the concept of televisionthe screen.approaches ,

to be distorted totruly neutral social arbiteras a
the given consensus.arbiter ofthat of television as

televisi onsenseIn as trange.in any wayis not
The results programmef the political process.is

ins trumentlegitimisingseen as a
the dice have fallen.the wayto discusssitting down together
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monopo1 i se

wi th any of

with similar

with the

while

for the limited analysis

winners and losers

viewer having

opinion which in effect is vaguely

Th i s

will analyse the issues

are mostly ignored

vo te may no t

range of the

Television must

and power

in a

and entertaining means

would seem

television can

wh ich is a

television as

television as arbiter.

it will not align

it does mean

can be
a part o

very real

is not.

is seen

transferred in an orderly and

a government

consensus of political



The viewer this and switch off thankful that here at

least political processes proceed Again,

this not a negative reflection the role of televisi on.on

However if soc i e ty

and to extent it should if onlysome to give rounded
picture of reality. then it must of

voices to politicalaccess This could be done byprogrammes.

allowing those parties in agreement with overallnot po 1i t i ca1

to broadcasting, i t cou1d also

fundamentally, allow a greater input by the general

represented in this sort of

programming. division between representatives and

one particularly poignantrepresented in television broadcasting,

image is that of

This division is

the idea that politics is f orit fostersdisturbing in that

secondary to thepoliticians and

process , an
necessarily inevitable is highlightedd i vi sion is notThat this

the 1974 UK General Electionby the approach Granada TV took to

them to questionallowedlarge panel of voters,

government and opposition policies, andpartisan experts onnon
voting intentions overthen followed their

participation would open up theof voterf or®election (4). This

poli tical process.
elect ionthe future of televisionthathas saidMurray

of the same (5). i sbe moretoi scoverage
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i s

essentially

inherently undemocratic point of view.

prov iding a

necessity allow dissenting

that the general public are

a mo r e

and economic policy more access

cr i t ique o f

and more

television as

where they took a

can see

one sees

We have seen a

the bystanders on the street and at the election

in a peaceful manner.

The same

public who are almost never

the course of the

counts attempting to get into camera range.



fairly good. it good enough? Without alternative and

dissenting voices from the and from politicians

is hard television can be termed medium
of political discourse. and that will not merely be

the public but equally a disservito
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Appendix

of the topic of proportionality of representationi ew andIn

the role of political coverage by RTE it is interesting to note

Reproduced below in fullthat i s an

from The Irish Times of February 5th 1990article which cove rs

many

LABOUR AND WP REJECT RTE PLAN TO CUT COVERAGE

By Mark Brennock,

Political Reporter

rejected proposalsThe Workers Parts' and the Labour Party have

from RTE that would effectively reduce the amount of live

and the Workers Party

Mr Prionsias De Rossa has written to RTE in protest.leader ,

t ime

Thus the largestparty leaders as

Fianna Fail ’ spar ty,

Labour for 40 minutes, wh i1e theFine Gae1s’ for 52 minutes,

Workers Party and the Progressive Democrats would receive 30

support of over

given an hour of live coverage of its leaders

In addition there wasspeech .

proposed to drop this and to drop party politicalbut i t i s

63

speech to their conference.

minutes each.

each party with an electoral

coverage of their annual conferences,

five pei’ cent was

The new proposals would for the first

Up to this year.

leader would broadcast live for an hour,

introduce an element

live coverage on Saturday morning,

of proportionality into the amount of live coverage given to each

this is an ongoing debate.

of the issues addressed in this thesis.



broadcasts during by-elections.

Mr De Rossa said yesterday that since

fheiseanna had that all qualifying

receive the amount each. "We considerpa r ties i tsame

issue should have arisen only when the

Workers Party qualifies. "The Workers Party electoral support

f i ve for thecentwent above pei’

elect ion.

He said that other systems tic

The station hepo1i t i ca1 coverage by RTE.to reduceprogramme

providing adequate coverage of political affairs."

rejectedlast night that his party

any

po1i t i ca1 events.

i ewers , "

he said.

6 4

first time in last June’s

extraordinary that this

said has "an obligation

started the practice was

to be part of a

live coverage of ard-

"We would be happy to sit down and discuss with

A Labour Party spokesman said

them how to make these events more attractive to their

attempt by RTE to unilaterally change its coverage of

changes seemed

to foster democratic participation by


