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rural L^JUSCAPE

one.

Irish nor a farmer, assured me that he did in fact

own this mountain in the Dublin range. I still wonder

to this day who sold him that mountain.
1Fitzpatrick in his book Ireland1 s Countryside

and the
Theriversby towns

the

be

which
01'

Introduct! on;

Who owns the land?

the farmers.

land and this 

visual aspect 
therefore,

Another 700,000 acres

small remaining 

and lakes.

Ownership of land implies 

v°rking or activity must influence 

of thn i It needs haidl)
landscape, 

areas

if youj

the question of 

In this particular 

who was definitely neither

the landscape.

t.1101-0 is little

01 High mountainous

state forests

°Xcepti0n

you are tresspassing

II. Mo

says that of the 20 million acres of land in Ireland, 

or pasture) amounts

instance the landowner.

farmland (land enclosed for tillage

to 13-1 of it. The farming community also hold grazing 

rights over much of the mountain area, approx. 5«

is covered hy 

area is covered

as I have, travelled over a 

through a bleak and except for 

unproductive landscape

, villages, roads, 

bulk of the land therefore belongs to 

working

million acres.

mountain road, 

grazing sheep,

’ t0 he t01d at the end that 

on private ground, 

ownership becomes a curious

the

stated

With the

or activity

It needs

t natural1
areas
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do not allow human

youcan go here
activities e

the mark of

accessable to
and paths.

Jone’s Human

states

obvious fact that what he sees has
direct linkwho have nosuit social needs by people

seeks
^ith the arts;

1
^i s s

!

For an artist concerned with landscape it is an
been modified to

An artist who

only by c

This

leaves on the

iJ

i

Numerous.

nWe are faced - with an environment much 
of which has long since ceased to be 
’natural5 ? which bears the heavy imprint 
of man - no one can deny man’s ability 
to change much of the landscape. How 
much ’natural’ landscape do we see - 
we see fields and hedgerows and ditches, 
roads, fences, houses and gardens, the 
cumulative effect of centuries of use”.

settlement, there is 

without seeing evidence 

Even these

deliberately

nnlv by consciously ’unspoilt’ land can do so o J
nnHces fences, and walls, 

ignoring miles of road, i animals and the

by ignoring the pattern of fie landscape is to 

Gildings. To ignore this aspec  °ften

no—where 
of man’s 

apparently wild 
human activity in that

the pattern
To ignore this aspect

Iuhch that is attractive, beautiful

lands show 

they are made
some degree by roads 

activity of mans’ and the mark he 

landscape is the subject of Emyrs 

Geography J2 In his introduction he
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as a

a

the Cerne Abbas Giant

i best example

There are two interesting points about this giant

phallus image
communities o

monuments are on

that art,

1-is an

it is as

To draw

thou t curi osi ty

image (a) the concept of creating this image this way 

and the work and vision it entailed and (b) the fact

■

although it is apt

farmland and are 

Monuments Act.

autobiography 

and I presume
Like

imagery,

communities did 

change the landscape in

interest,

as to

hiany such s 

be.

(it is) "over 180' long and is cut into 

a chalk hillside; his knotted club and 
erect phallus are attributes of the fer­
tility God Hercules"(John Sharkey, Celtic 
Mysteries - the ancient religion.)3 UI lift,    iininnirin c---■ »n '■ •

I
I landscape itself).

as John Sharkey mentioned the association between the 
, a fertility symbol and agricultural 
This association no longer exists 

ancient

In the past,

deliberately 

consciously sculptural way - 

, Dorset, England provides the

David Hockney states in 

the practical activity of pair 
educational process.

allow it totrue as we

rural landscape 

such

that nearly all
in the care of its’

matter of

undertake to

owner under the National

his

collecting

tatements
visual imagery from 

why i t presents
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and piace

lesser extent
work of those

for the land. In doing
that

are permanent man made or natural

use and leave in the
landscape and the obvious seasonal changes apparent

5.I

particular time
stunt this educational

1

satisfy my 

to inform

in the country.

or semi-permanent; 

which the community living there

responsible
so I will study fixtures

5

process.
The purpose of my thesis is to 

about this changing landsca

» is to

pe, 

comment on the

an appearance at a

own curiosity
and to a
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SECTION 1

Human, settlement of
the

Our

successive

I

intended.

old.

When studying the appearance of rural landscape the

evidence of a.ncient settlement becomes very obvious

that period 9

such as boundary markers

much has been overrun or

and some
concerned with

in much the this
to

a

G.)

’ especially by the amount of monuments still standing 

that can be associated with death or religious rites.

use that it is hard

to realize that they may be several centuries

some of these objects 

longer perform their 

functioning as first
So many are still in

In addition 

certain amount

small

the routine

of pioneering

structures and are therefore more 
societies in Ireland were 

tillage

conuuuni ties

But there is also evidence of domestic structures of 

though in the area of agricultural fixtures, 

field patterns and roads 

amalgamated into later 

difficult to discern.

man ,
- - - ~ap e 

any kind involves 
appearance of the land.

contiiaously from the

ai'e today, 

involved,

evolved 

first settlement 
objects left there by

While

that is they no

same way as

original task, many are still

The early agricultural 

cattle-breeding

mixed farming
chores

work had to

changes in 
landscape has 

time of its
and is scattered with 

generations of communities.

are redundent
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MOYLEMUCK, co. MONAGHAN

O

DOONBALLY, CO. GALWAY

FIG. I.

riG.'5

PiG.^.

LIME RICK

MULLAGHROE, CO. CORK

CROMWELL, CO.

GOTOON, CO. LIMERICK

...

30 6O__JP

feet

Profiles of Earthworks

Ballinlough: small ring-fort with slight fosse; Cromwell and Gotoon: 
platform-type; Garranes: triple-ramparted fort; Lisnashandrum, 
Moylemuck, Mullaghroe: berm between outer bank and inner 
fosse; Mortgage: fosse inside bank; Doonbally: motte-and-bailcy.

srone fOftT
CO.

<A

MORTGAGE, CO. LIMERICK

L IS NA S HA N DRUM EAST, CO. CORK

BALLINLOUGH,
CO. LIMERICK

CARRANES, CO. CORK

k"’.' ■ ’
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the

of
the

ofand theareas
etc.

settlementof humanevidence
in ourroad systems

is domestic
Thewhich

ascircular and are known now

forts„

military sense
wolves

The forts were built by digging aand harsh weather.

deep ditch called a fosse and using the material
0

provided to build up a hank. Variations are abundent
as

pens for the herd.
structure is made evidence
remains of this

J
to enclose Thea bank.fort at d

an example of how s
technique wei‘e"and

<h

i
i

Leacanbuaile, 
dug, but

Staigue, 
beautiful

illustrated by Fig i Profiles of Earthworks

S. P. O*Riordain

Co. Kerry 

both the

; be
' establishment

and tillagepasture

rudimentary paths 9

the most obvious
buildings (apart from

settlement depends).

woodlands,

present society on

homestead was normally
necessarily defensive in the

(example
stoney areas no fosse is 

is built

As today,

undertaken - 
■i

of homo,

no great visual 

housing arrangement,

Co. Kerry). In

a stone wall

provides

building material

Although not

they did provide protection for both

stock and inhabitants from other raiding clans.

- Anti ciui ties of the Irish Countryside*

The interior was divided up for living quarters and 

except in areas where the whole 

of stone

the initial clearing of 

cleaning and enclosure

maintenance
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more seen from

ii* his book

Coun ■ • sid . They are

image is not apparent at ground level.
at Ardoorcen,

surrounded

while the one at Kilfinnane

shows a hillock surrounded by two semi-circular ditch

and fosse arrangements. All illustrate the sculptural

as with the Come Abbasre-arrangement of the land and y

size was no deterent to the buildingy

from thewhen seen
much more

air, stone boundary
barley and

Apparently
over areas

filled in

grow th

will likewise be

Giant in Dorset
I

of these images.

wheat,
(i. e

Previously disturbed i. e.a 

^°1ineatcd by a tall ^cn 

s‘torie ditch now covered b) 

and 1 i>e evident

long

Co.

Visually these forts
impressive 

s collection ot

interesting that many of these 
become much more obvious under crop 

fences).

In terms of modern agricultural practices it. is 
structures

on the top of Tara Hill 
forms a figure eight shape and is again

rooted crops
onto >show differences in height

by a single fosse and hank,

The fort.
Sligo is an elongated Ciwi\A with one 

fosse and bank - the fort set

illustrate,

crop
soil stunts

from the air.

such as
and density

ditch will be 
an underlying

phoi,ographs
An tio.uit i.es o£ the I ri:;h• - ' - >■ **» • • •-» « --X'-’ •* ■ .. .» . •«

so large that their whole

nre much

the air as £p, 0 1 III ordain t

whereas
the crop

Most people
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The

c
the

i

i

the same visual
These mcgalithi 

as well as 
sculpCural

are aware of and appreciate tu i• —uc the beautiful textile
quality of Lb-.:.-.- j.0;

, , ' " t'C:,,“’cd- crops - a fieldonh,.r-;.. a tra„sic,lt

ale in to ci Ion,; ? If eel tape st rv.
APart fr°m d0,^tic buildings/forts which RP. O’Riordain 
estimated to uwber between 30,000 and 40,000 the next 
most ubuadcr..of these structures are those associated 
with death, burial and religious rites.
The >:so; t imposing of these monuments for me arc those 
called Dolmens. Dolmen is a definitive term meaning 
a simp"'- structure characterized by a number of uprights 
supporting a capstone. The siting of. these great stone 
monuincr.ts probably depended on the availability and 
location of huge erratics left by glacial movement. ' 
tripod dolmen as illustrated by the one at Proleek, 
Co, Ln - h, and another at Leganarrny, Co. Down are by 
size and concept magnificent and commanding fixtures in 
the landscape. Normally three uprights support the 
capstone, two of which are matched to form portals, which 

signify the entrance to the tomb. Dolmens 
obviously enclosed area are called Pci tai Dolmens 

linked to the Tripod Dolmen they 
different: The enclosed tomb being 
the land, instead of spanning it 
and sky. The open corrougated hay

Of the same ^^l/religious 
that they are domestic structures, 

to adjacent enclosed 
still retain their 

feeling ol 
achieved by

although intriusirally 
arc visually quite 
squat and bound to 
enclosing both land 
barn without having any 
significance, in the sciuc

• contrast
Provides the same vxsiu- _ stn;cturcS 
buildings. These megaii ■ t
uura of sacredness as ' ■ nuaiity is

____ In tn r& L 
Sculpture. Their
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match
and building
is made by a roofing
ancient technique

Oratory, Co.
especially 

illustration 
the 
the

The 
called corbelling* 

was used until much later 
Kerry, Columcille*s house 
in stoney areas. (B£ 0! 
°f an outhouse made 
Single ponninsula) 

Clinique in her

e.g 
at Kells,

Hi ordain provide 
this way still in use 
Claire O’Kelly describes 

to Nowgrauge - '

■at an<1 01 tho capstone, its apparent 
preoarrous portioning on the tali 81c),a„ " 

.tones and the open quaiity ol t|lc

these faoois. They are monumental in the vy some ci 
the renaissance civil sculptures were (i.c. the equest­
rian monuments - Giovanni Bologna's Cosimo 3. on 
horseback -)
Cairns are another structure which, though not as 
striking in appearance, have by their design and 
building technique this same feeling. Most are now 
overgrown with grass and weeds and appear cither as man 
made hills or just as natural, if unusual, bumps in the 
landscape Nowgrange, a classic example of a passage 
grave is covered by a cairn and bccau.sc it is now 
excavated and uncovered to show the original . structures, 
serves as the best example. The cairn is built up with 
medium sized water-rolled pebbles collected from- the 
nearby Boyne. The entrance area is decorated with, 
white quartz interspersed regularly with lound 
boulders* It is a sophisticated aichitectural 

structure which very few later bui 
for integrity of design, material 
technique. The enclosed structure 
technique called corbellin&* This

. Gallarus
Co. Meath -

s an
on
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a

these m o n u m e n t s. Thej7 are

merely a stone set upright in the ground. Some

some as boundary markers and

their function is sub-Bocause

For example the stone on Taraspeculation.ject to

both by shapeisHill

Hill
beauti-

or cermonial rites.
monumentalis lessful as Newgrar.ge

it isbecauseNcvgrangeDolmen or these stones
monumental incannot bea r c h i t e c t u i alpredominantly stone cither

is visually
set upright or in in an

is an

longerno
this

only

!

with others

set upright 
inexplicable

everal

representing 

circle

soul p tur al way ° 

alignment

(phallic) and location (Tara 

a royal seat) obviously linked to religious 

The cairn? even one as

then either the.

known, s 
disquieting

A solitary stone 
landscape

states,

o 11i e r w i s e conventional

disturbing.

•'(Tho Chamber)- is constructed of 
courses of urge, slabs 
on the one Deloh it 
that with each 
diminishes,

single cups Cone.

The standing

some are undoubtably ]?nked vith sacred rites. 
a minimal 

they are such1/ statement

, as Professor O’Riordain

horizontally laid 
’ CacS; Partly resting

and partly oversailing it so 
course, the dimeter of the roof 

until finally the vault is closed by 
&01 above the floor”

the same

serve as grave markers

°h;j cot,

Standing bbones aie perhaps the most egninatic of all

°i these sot in a

something
increase
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th.;

lore)

country ifne.cc sexuality is more often discussed in moral,

mcdicel or pornographic terns rather than in terras of

I mentioned in my

introduction the visual humour so often provided by the

on

Tara Hill

The jex-
small area is

and thetaposition of these two images
is amusingmoral differences

religion
Evenof the image.

unintentional,
the pro­

of this

does no
Unfortunatelymyths.

the pagan

first wrote

illns tration

A phallic stone,

of the subjugation of the pagan

of the virility

sy mt:c 1 i.sm or art i s t i c e:.ressionism.

given

e to

Section once

with obvious se^.al/fertility associations

Perhaps serving as

or in some way

working of man in the landscape and the phallic stone 

is unintentionally humorous in that it is sur-

at the opposite end of thisrounded by an iron railing, 
statue of St. Patrick.

i nip lied c u 11u r a 1 / 

a reminder

dilute the potency
though again perhaps

small degree
country by

doivn its oral history/ 

jnstic

even trees'

ni o r e e n 1 i g h t e n i n g ?
the two combine to illustrate to 

culture

pecamv fairy rings ana anything that

1) tb c (; i • e o 1 > j c c I s o f

a plaster*

v i s u a 1 /cm o t i o n a 1 r 0 ac L> 0„ ,

set in a riaui .Leontiscape is even more incougrous in a

(in rural cor.^-unities s tone ci roles 

was obviously solitary 

mystery and magic - 
remnants of the old religion translated/dilutcd into .Col)

Christian scribes who
the



8

s UUQ bribes.

and

As
visual

evidence of this

As the whole question

of land ownership in this country is one that is lull of

historical significance these fixtures provide a kind of

to the evolution and polltioal/social strifetestiiaoni:I

asvere cattle breeders.
This

added to bycommunally f armed and
societydevelopingIn thisas need arose .

land becamesome
waslandscapeThe

thenhad evenwood! raids

I

become important and 

Yanits

“larked but the clearing

■> passage

As the Taj -? (translated) illustrates early Irish settlers 

The fort, as the homestead, acted

cowmon re:-;.

developed into a

the landscape.g in

’••nidscape ~ so?.theruins

with many var-.rLi ons
1 have chosen

tunulii ,

the art of these

and these boundary ditches, fences and walls are a ver}

that o ecu rre d he re 0

gallery graves.

afe still present in Ireland.
Co discuss 

those which I found most visually stimulating.

stated in ir.y introduction ownership of laud implies 

ownership. The first gesture of owner­

ship recitis to be the. demarcation of the boundary limits

graves,
Al I, these

C*St graVCS,

as the focal point for each clan in the landscape.
micliated settlement, the surrounding land 

succeeding generations 
tillage had

i h .- rc a c roejiy raovp .,
: 3 -!> 01 MgOll thi . ... .  ,a

lightly fenced by 
not heavily

or s h a 11 o w wa 11 s *
of tbc
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related clan groupings to Iona

The ter?/ hr-Id the

in return for services rendered

After the affluence that followed

successive invas i o .1 s.

i n v 01 ved to vary 1 n

The resentment caused by the

and tenant and laws such as
to

political

the most
in the

f roui

In
very

woreslabs
bi'eas of the barren

The ! ul Ones ' ai : sh

9
changed it irrevocably

then intensely formed

subsequent loss of laud, 

between landlord

culminating in that of the English,

settlement of conquering peoples.

(Barbara Lewis Solow
.6.

Economy 1870-1903. ) *

degrees the plantation and

the coming of Christianity,

of semes no else until

tenant/Iandlo 1 systens 
common to both England and Ireland, 

land of his lord (who indeed held it

we reach the king)

a landless, 

allowed these plantation 

Of all the boundary markers
Connaught, 

zitc) '-ere 
durable

when cleared the 

until exhausted and fina 
abandoned to secondary scrub - in places 
cover areas that were previously rick land. 

The native colts developed from this tribi-J 0, int.-n

Political and religious differences
the Penal Laws which

e;flectiveiy reduced the native catholic landowners 

and socialljr powerless body, never 

settlement schemes to work.

landscape

The irregular grey, 

picked from the 

walls.

set to form patterns

beautiful arc those of

'white flecked stone (quait
, _ , J o fOl’Hl

Inrici and roughly
longer

eor, biciket
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not

on

w the

that

arouses

so smallin such a barren

To
and size in Meath 02'

Kildare would
can

support such
After the
Catholie Ulster was confiscated and became

The native landowner
This mass forced

aigratiton

Connaught still.

b’i th

the

It also compelled
diipi

•till

nurV.’or of th 
of the lands 

polltical
walls be

building 

books the

speculation:

Why arc there

ractcriai, 

phenomenon

surprising where the land 

intensive working.

Seen iu

18 th

reap).

so many?.

°i so much wall

square oneso

and why are the fields 

unproductive place?

see holdings of that number

cape.

situation

*. built and stone 

Before ever

f i 11 e d w i t h s m a 11 e r 

attraction lies 

and technique but 
resulting maze-like 

Thcy were built howeve

of obliquely set stone

1 heir 

building material 

arid the

not be so

rouShly circular/ 
01!ly in their 

in the 

appearance 
r, becau 

of the 18 oh Century demanded 

was the only available 

referring to text

( prohibited 
nynient opportunivi<'s ' -

•» t-» s n ° i f •Writing or accepting lalH‘

Ulster revolt the last stronghold of the Irish 

landowners

booty for the English Creditors6

was transplanted to Connaught (see

oxpeopxo estabWshea the t»e

i nws which followed inThe Penal laws

Century introduced still more repressive legislation 

As well as, severally curtailing 

terms of education
long ter® effects.

fights of the catholic landowner in
them from buying
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31. The Cromirellian land set I lenient 1652 4
(Based on the ‘ Act for the settling of Ireland’ 1(152, and subsequent legislation.)

AIAOImEU OF LAO UMOER CR3MWELUAI I'StSlATlOl 1652-56

ia"d reserved by the Go. eent

Lona a’lotted to the Adventurers c-xj SoU-ers

lend a'lottea to the Adventurers only

Land allotted to the Soldiers oevy

l[ ‘ ) Land a>'otted to the Munster garrison tn 165-4

If. | land reserved for the Irish ana ot“-e*s *no failed 
| ...... to ixx-se the»r‘constant goeo of'ector to t~e

interests or the Comnx>nxseo-tn of Eng.’orxr. This
I lanjwjs to he surrtundeo I-y ore m-e-deep strip
| o< demobilised soid-.er-cventers

Connacht enj subsequently allotted to the SokJ-ers

owl wfrll

«W“

* = I';
...■- . i

.«

<s#S# !»»■"

20 *
miles
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<f. t Ci‘.;u

e 1 s 6 I.

aPpcara I4CWe ijco or

shor
growth

or

tenant -to an

improvethe lot
matter

the

°t thi

has n o t Even in the
18th

It is unfortunate that this economic

dement threatened the security of the tenant farmer
arm Ivhi tc boy t e rro ri s t

1J2 World-LS

which were
requi rod

i'aniines and the
/6

The need for good agricultural land 

allowed such land abuse to remain.

I ■ ■

■J
.’fl

subtil 

for the

I I

; '-’vid t;!c

L' ring the

/' ; population 

CJ-ipl03•• t it been;e 

on th.

Orme I’g*

the dominant agricultural

us° °f land 

al tenia tive 

deep

■ ■

3

1-t;
' '

k°tweerj

1

Fthat is the 

has to deal 
it is

bitterly opposed by them (i.e 

in Munster See A. Ji.
f'Tn/i... 8

nd) Grazing became

I'ii'ld systems

o b v f °llsl.y nt variance with the
^°'ve >, ■1‘ two ...nd the resulting

obstacle

open/bigger

existing situation.

death toll plus

:;e of it the

theej tr<

teirs

l)U(lscape ’i I re I

Pi'uctisc and

surviving male 
vision more than anything 

maze-like
19 th

u. c’ler lands of the midlands and south li ttle remains

Century been 
and lack 

a regressive and 
only solutioi 

any attempt 
of their

8 phenomenon

i c I o rm take j) 1 a c e.
impro

Conturj^ economic needs demanded that in these areas
ian(i

C8t?.tc

• POlicy of

Connau

1ooted habit -
i for the 

made by landlords to 

tenants ’or for that matter their estate, 

g eat difficulty a landlord 
with, to prevent subdivision

a tiling almost almost impossible to 
prevent. The smaller the'.holding, the 

poorer the people the more they are 
inclined to subdivide"(Bessborough Commission 1881) '
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emigration drift, s'

thenumbers to allow
of

11G fleeted Property)

I

It is that enclosure did not takee vi den t th e re fore
which W. G.Place here at the

It did

the reforms werehappen most of
usually beingbOth

ther

and
we; re

°xt •ra(‘ t i 11 us L.va tes

rr

o

rent for

011 cl o stu-

Ii orc

H

his
carried out by

away
were part
man on

Hoskins described, in 

hov.’e vc r

"revolutionary pace"

1 audio i

so that every man had land near his 
p g. 8 J E yi e t i ojps u c; * ’ t and

the lease

which most of our

successful nu-re as in 
political stability and alternative 

the landlord/owner much 

Vi111am Berre Jcues

pla2

;;!lcrc

(it was ncvci’ n$

d and tenant, the landowner

and outer boundary
Often those

(ho following

"When I go,, in the estate was cut up ia all sorts 

of v.ays. Deere was a field here and a field 
there and I found my farms subdivided in all 

sorts of ways. It was only by sacrificing any 
increase of rent for more than 20 years that 

I got them together, When, one man went 
I had to take seven or ten acres that 
of his farm, and give them to another 

condition that he give up five or six acres 
that adjoined another farm distant to him.

In this way I readjusted the whole estate, and 
got the fields of all the farms conveniently 

together, 
house11 , (B,L,Se 

.i u-p? •.°y.ejrio )

su £ f i c 1 ontly i educed 

some kind

employrcnt allowed .
more freedom),

- (Who took over a

comments on this point:-

K P°nsr ble f’oj- the materials 

^rian i vL building the inner bo\uiCii(r.iese

O)j | .j <‘ * i ons w<; re laid ou t in

the basis on

o to



hedgerows were built;

i

■

3

So abunclent and mature are these intercepting boundaries

now

light, I

wither with
the heavy

more
wouldwithout themIrish LandscapeThedeadly nigh tshade,

of landlordthe role

hecame is now

Lund Commissionof the is
landa. bold? ’W?’

and to o
tenants huy the! To

ofi - e. inre ccnnomicaLl.y

h(* Iped1 hi

the h e p u b | j. c

function

that these

13

an d bluekber ry branb1e,

viable

bear fruit?

exotic vegetation i.e.
They bloom,

n o w a p p e a r v c r y f o r < ? i g n □

teriaa ts buy 
undertaken

in some places

The Land

in 1921
state under the direction

Cobk mission 

to help

that they limit the view of the countryside along some 

roads and paths to tunnels of vegetation speckled with

(Tlw lessees).st,„!! Mtl «n ycarly e 

year - make or cause to to „„(le M, the 
aforesaid 30 perches of ditch 5« wide and 7[1 

deep set with white Thorn or Crab Quizes at the 
usual and proper distance and also set or plant 

Ash or Oak trees in the said ditches at a dis­
tance of 10* cit most until, the farm hereby demised 
be divided into parks not exceeding 7 acres in 
any one park." Bellaghy Estate 1764 (Enclosures in 
Co, Derry E.A, Currie ~ Irish Geogranhv Volume 9, 

r \1U p.g. 50, 1976.)

They arc largely hawthorn overgrown with dogrose 

intcrsperced at intervals by trees, 

the seasons show-jr.g 

seen ted

at lea
11.3 million acres

the broad duties oia end it has

It Pus also

Vi th poll lical indopendencc 

the responsibility of 

(1881).

purchasing and ltS main
r holdings I1SU

st 45/50 acres.
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h°ip

sugar tree ti o e

an ion those
areas ./ere land is

land?, ord/tenanted holding The Land Co-mission is now

the chief arbitrator of land use in this country and is

consequently responsible for the broad working o± uiu

enclosed field clevei-of theand pattern
Sometimes theschemes.

oped al ongside

at othersof

economic use thisillustrating

is bychanging pattern
different ages. Co. Derry

the

/9

As with the Enclosure Echemos of 

etzA ....*.ci age tLo Land Comm?,ssio;. has concentrator d

studying

I'.s La te,

econoinically valuabl

1 an d 1 o i’d wa s passive,

thought to the produefevsty

of the land dominated

size,

»e „

Perhaps

Those used are

attention and ; ore the. e is still the rcr--:^s of the

to reCOLl’.-r

specific crops

present and future landscpae0

The landscape 

of the west of Ireland has not yet received the sore

The shape,

promote drainage and land ronlak y y,;

the various enclosure

allowing maze-like fencing 

the fields,

hi: 11 dis­

til e old landlord system .. j 

l.-.r-d use by ebyquate fc.icing/far.:

•the fencing arrangements.

and diagrams of the

p 11fl„hy Estate, Moyagall, 
from tnc bollaj) Patterns

tyunosuresJH2»J^ri-H--------
(176^1 - 1859) from 

the most informative way oi

the maps

• • hemes a? ’ '.
work with the Department of Agriculture 
and offer grants for the cultivation of
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pre-

h lag rani

Th a
are leased.

in pe j r t o nudd leinana and were not
the land.to..

The
vas divided into tvo lots -

of

the first Within it the old

i u. n d •..1 e 1* a r..■ i ng st j ?•_ 1 ope ra t e d. This

involve-’; cluster of 10 - 20 buildings surrounded by thea

One large field nearby was divided

This was called the

outfield usually on higher ground provided roughan

tillage, N carby mountain
these settlement groups.

at variance
however

the land.
this estate

4(12)1.0been

forbadeand the lease

boundari es.

20

and Made
0 I and oaf would

ul)l>rox.

X;?.! onio 
^onturie:-; - •

'■ '■ ' ■- ’ ■:-r’ Co inQll y.

Tr

Tills Division marks 

i-ijor enclosure of that land.

elan tradition of

and the South Division 

by 4 families.

v’bich

or bogland was

1.9 th

20 7.1.976*) 151

-.z: and those

1 ‘-nd re: LandCo :i is si on.

dumber op (,enant holdings has now

been made on

TIi - t i ’o t

5()>

es obligatory.

in 179'1.

a s a

virod by Av

181 acres also farme

controlled by 

remaining estate 

the North East Division of 
9;i aerm. formed by d families

rundale 
i Mfr 

The lines ab,cd,

communally held land.

Co. Derry

equally into small plots for tillage.

infield,

grazing for all stock and was used also for some strip

used for grazing

was shared by a numbci of 

r .+hnd of land use wasftundale, however, as a method nttemut
ri hv 176'1 some attempt 

"’Uh the lundluril/lonaht syslcin a" •
, t0 break up ‘»e l“"a‘ TI,Chnd bepn 5n .Un rm this estate

increased

the buili’ing

:i8th .r-.-./j

tone

ilULioatc these

(by E. C-^-rie

shows the Moyagall Estate lease holdings 

north and middle divisions
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4

and partners
8

Fib- VL.

NO. TOTAL
N.E. DIVISION

3
/ 6 •>

3

Cl.irh.if) -

NO TOTAL

6 -.■»

12
•soin 11 division

*L joow

i

t
I

DIVISION 
lessees 
c Me Keigney 
and partners

N E. 
leases

1 division.
LESS! FS

n
3]

SOUTH
LEASES

Tlios Me Fall

'7

N.E. DIVISION.

LEASES LESSEES

Me Keigney 
•'•"(l Co.

Daniel Convp 
and Co.

C o i ivory

MOYAGALL 1764.
LEASE HOLDINGS.

<w.
lease holoinos

(94 ACRES RM )
NO. TOTAL 

4

SOLITII

LEASE |

-QB.ian McEl|1atton
and Co

rT'John
and

4 .

DIVISION (181 ACRES P.M.).
LESSEES NO- TOTAL

4
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TOTALS

NE Div

I 7!

15

48
82

2

2?
S Div 8

17

9

4

pies. tU

N E DIVISION

3

S DIVISION1

I I

------- 9

: I

- I 4,' I SI COO1--------- Lts L

I

?

Prs
I

• f

11

fl

2
2

2

4

MOYAGALL 1859
HOLDINGS

IOYAG ALL

LEASE *•-

rjjConvery 
njMcDoone

QjMcGee

2
3

leases 
0jMcKeigney 
rjpMcKeigney 

0AMCKcigncy 
r~]pQ ScullioH 
£3jDoneJly_ _ _

i

• • 1788 
holdings

LjMMcElhatlon 

PJjHiggins 
[] i]jConver_y_____
[ ]Wn> Convery 
Ho Convery 
[~'1PMCE lliallon

I

'32

5 —‘Rf[ A '

!
M’

1

SYMBOLS SHOW TENANCIES.AT WIU_ 

LEASE HOLDINGS unshaded 
num0(rs RtHR T0 NAMES 1N

7’ARABI t 
-:PA5TURI ’0°° 
Imeado'T ?.omMO
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still
tenants; the

tenants has

them is

pasture and
ex

ru n d a 1 e f a rm i n g
south

holdings show the

although
among the

the family names

also evidence of Penal

Rundale was still in
i. c

open field

old clan

i. e

north division where the individual holdings are

Donnellycs holdings) the average

as

'riic last of Moyagall is for

Beside No. 7

on

p. Convcry

lie Id bythe property
the northernshown, la

I

c or.ip e 11 c d sub di vi s ion. 

modified by fences -

map

possibly due

Howe ver

to lack of interest on
McElhatton (No. 6) and

under lease but the

s-

common)ianH>

In the
group 

in that

settlement customs
c the areas marked upper and lower town equals the old 

rundale cluster still surrounded by the common held infield. 

In the

opposed to 2zi acres in 1734.

1859 and is less documentated 

the part of the landlord.

Owen

very scattered ( see J 

farm size is

strength of 

the land has been

-

six acres

is still

- McEihatton/Convery and 

Laws which

new joint partnerships

8.) and the 10 acre 

of the southern

hoi dings

operation, 

what is established in 1788 here is 6 smaller 

systems preserving all of the

of sixcb

al lowed

meadow)land

characteristic of

division the six

rundale still

divided it

J3y 1788, using group 
risen to 14 (32) 

an equal share bf

clan i»e

bad (rock,

’ Jt sHows that Michael

G°hvery s 'ill have their joint holdings

UUluhcr o.r Partners each has5 is not recorded

Convcry two

Co.(No.

The rest

whose i ndi v.i dual

established - Janies 
llollling or 1)r, 

lllvision is held by

n umbo r

each of

tennnts

di vision

and

3°od (arable

■-’og and

ol partners each

^■he land once held by J*

Di 11011 &

(No. 9)> 

at- '•111

are
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two j bint tenan t3 J 8
marked on.

two <'-»d three

acre The and.
belonging to John McKcigney have not changed very much
since 1788. $

*
The two diagrams from A. It Orme1s

Estate)

Mayo show lands

similar to the Moyagall estate redistributed by the Land

In many areas especially along the test CoastCommission

Ae
on the Moyagall Estate:

00 000000

none of which 
holdings marked1. 

•?<

I H

the old land arrangements were

Currie states regarding his research I

to '■'■ £11 1*a 2 d scape

(a) Land Holdings at Cloondeash (Peyton

McDoone

f rag­

acres in size.

have fields

subdivided 

meh t e d ho 1 dings betw0ca

famine and as E.

3,

COo Co.

i
1
■'C

£

I

59

never changed since the

52,

were more than

’’The pattern of small fields and fragmented 
farms became fossilized in the landscape.”

the 1788 map are now

Ire 1an d 
■TTW.-’.r VJ

Mayo and (b) Tooreen, Ballinrobe?

The Jio 1 dings marked 1,

int0 eight separate

Co 11 very a;.-] j



rearrangement' HOLDINGS BEFORE

11

'ne.

HO. (6

Before rearrangement

After rearrangem

y\G Vi

48
2

10
17

38

2

'I pl I I

Area of 

Number 

Rundal

plots
After

I
I
j
■I 
j

i

I 
i

TOQR££tu 

njfcrtR, <&/evt_injaoae 
Co. rr.S'/o

ho,din9 in acres 

°f plots
le eliminated

300 metres

300 yo'ds

Co. mayo 
FOKmSR

NUMBE" OF
Before

42
30
21

Other plots

M
25 Area of holding in acres
20 Number of plots 

Rundale shown
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Traditional

over the
The s tone walls

quartzite

CXUUipl 0 Wile 1'0 suitable boulders

sods of earth

the
grass which soon over-

Jj8.no s
of

many

type grow to several feet

Whe re agri cultural machinery i. e. harvetors

need access however these ditches arc often cut in Sprii

to a uniform two feet and arc left with an amputated

stick up all

In other areas
Atebut overhanging

trimmed and removed.

They

The type
arc regularly supported by

an (.1 -

J?3

thar rocky 

areas, Wicklow for

I1 raditlono '■-/i.’ode.rn Buildi 
,.<■ " ” "** •—

are used with the 
vege tati on such

Especially wiio.ro these have been 
cement posts, 

and size the most common 
chicken wire and

belong to

In richer

appearance^ the twigs uncovered by foliage, 

level showing each cut. In other aieas this job

of roads,

country
J ®

to form deep tunnels in some

or low boughs,

landscape.

very solid boundary wall.

earth and loose chippings link fields together in 

areas and ditches of this wall and vegetative

Patterns being diamond , 
Ba id) cd wire 

ction

are not abundent,

stone and together with 

as bramble and

woven box patterns.

£lre f reqtien (. iy used in conjun
f| -Vural landscape none of’ these fences arc

make a

places.

of Connaught arp n-.^ .ulc Obc type ami

"Se(l varies in both pattern
honcyconibe or 

and electric ftricing

wi th 1ight sc rub. In

specifically

grow it,

Wire fencing is found mainly on

done hy machine saws,

1) u i 1 d i 11 p; mt c r i a 1 \> 
considerably all techniques var?

the path

1’cccntly wideneih
of wire

wiio.ro


(2)

is to
secure jjj oneand to P-ro tect
tenetng

common. to
scenes j.n the

is both
offensive.

associated, here with E. s
acceptable

(They do not in

also

arrangements are built by

the Forestry Department

These fences arc in accord

with the forest and its function and for this reason escape

fences in other areas do not.

in the

landscape - on the boggy

with a diamond wire pattern
Its

strands of grass

in its inos 11 was q1ii t°

i^

a

fencing
al ongfurtherwal 1 •thewhich is flush to

2a/

bail t

to enclose

this wall near

crops

city and urban 

inco|igrous and >

double layer.
catching long

appearance

This type of fencing 

Newgrange Passage Grave.

The most beautiful fencing

function

while wire

rural landscape

and cornjut posts,

certainly unfarmed land.

with the landscape 

land dipped, it

this virtually uninhabited and

and incongruity

between two fields -
is used

long clean trunks of pine 

light railings/posts and are also used to 

build foot bridges and suys

skyline, 

beautiful anyway* 
needed where

to bank off the 
the land

ke«P cattle

3 js

also dropped to a

These serve as

Placement of some fences influence their appearance 

hilltops near Kilbride, a fence 

runs across

a $ t J f e s e f i .x t u r e s

1 I

human - their
i •

place

, using

invite human curiosity anyway) 

protects the site of the

sfunding agains t a

apparent purposelessness

was reinforced by its diligence, wlieie
Visually this fence,

It is most often 

. B. plants where it is 

arc dangerous.

appearing * rustic' in the self conscious way that similar

The type op

a i’oad is sunn
Oil t’th

on top

Another typo of fencing

wa 1 -1 i s



13 les sington

grew out of the wall from 1
and both wall and scrub

arrangements both old
and new is much too large

The farmyard s at the moment a place that is undergoing

quite radical changee. roofed

with corrougated iron or slate stand beside modern milking

parlours of uniform cement blocks roofed with the same grey

Nev: domestic buildings are

very much

the landscape ir made
of concrete blocks, plastic

therewindows and doorstiles and uniform patterned

On the
their uniformity or

to
otlior hand it is naive ami

Itand easy
those bungalows thatched cottageslive in
is ridiculous in the landscape.
simply because they

35

it is slightly surreal 

wood and

The range and variati

Elizabeth!an

Their only

- it would bo 

comfortable

coloured absbestos sheeting.

we re

Any regularity given by the 

relieved by the twisted

on of fencing

with Spanish arching,

plaster*roofed with Rolan plastic
not in endloss rows

the landscape.

be of the

dutch roofing,
roof tiles.

to emphasize

landscape now,

or ired sandstone the bungalows are

obvious types.

of ~

to cover and those described here

? where the

of a typo and arc the same no matter what 

whether it is of granite/quartzite/

Rough hewed stone walls,

only touch on the more

the design becomes more elaborate

.........

virtue is that they are 
incongruity in

are
to expect people to 

look aLtract!vo

road has again

«bove ground level
covered in a green ;.ioss.

spacing of these scrubs was 
growth of the trunks and the 

■fanning out of the twigs and branches.

to expect

both awkward
to live in.

materials
and expensive

f;! J i'lbcd scljrnjjg

to 2 feet



functional
this

building in

are neutral, obvious

textured block effect while

after layer.

man-made building
further enhances them.

to beautiful reds, sometimes almost pink - to orange

brown and dark blues and purples.

Cement blocks are used most often now to build outhouses

Singly and when seensuch as miliking parlours and pigstys.

reduce weight while providing a damp course.
with an equallythey present

drab.

unit that is rectangular)

are
k

wings - when they 
they are neither

One aspect of all fixtures
that they are built by the farmer himself without much

completely they are interesting in as much as they are 
functionally well designed being regular and fairly large 
for ease of handling, having two hollow sections which

When built

Iron by its nature 
rusts and changes this metal from flat grey when new

essence only provides 

most have additional

are used

are not full, thej 

nor offensive in 
the landscape but in Autumn they are filled with straw 

and hay - the straw in bales

The absorbency of this material, 

absorbs light in particular, give i many 

startling luminosity during the evenings of Autumn and 

Summer.
in the rural landscape, is

providing a stubbley 

the hay hangs down layer

The use of corrougated iron, which is one

of the most visually satisfying of all

materials,

(Zi)

One 20th Century fa™talldlng which ,, 

and attractive is the hay barn -

sap, however, they present a uniform greyness 

uniform building pattern which is visually monotonous ana

In Dublin red bricks (i.e. another man-made building 

with the same technique- 

terracota, and the way it 

such buildings a

great big open 
a roof although



eithcr

They

Mediately

<’nd arc

even t< the extent

rough hewn stone to

locally
made to
essence
repetitive pattern more acceptable in wall papering than as

a real building material. So effective has advertising

new needs and values among

to have lost realconsumers

tactile awareness.

5 th

1977 as

This type
In

well with

the

whose
einent for

doesn f t

of illnst-ago

the possiNetted o fsome
to;Uidand iteunoreto

Promoted

inheront de sign
a?

i , are; not

I

-----  is often available: 

Any building material 

simulate a natural irregular surface shows the'

right.

arch!i

that perhaps
bull cling

been in the area of promoting

showing

tli.it i» 

material
second

rapport

obviously iriflucn- 

of buying moulded

simulate stone that i'
from derelict outhouses.

same page a.

of oad design and mur.t degenerate into a type of

grow on 

realize the potential

Co rim si?, 
ibilitics

surrounding

built by Public Works Limited,

on ly/ma inly
capa bi 11Li cs.

builders, 

Where indr. 1duals

i »•
i • 5

I
help from

Or Pr^cssiOtuu

Uieii; home) 

vz it h. t h e ma t dr i a 1

at even professionals appear

The bridge illustrated is

. the same magazine and on

Expand!te products 

shows

as

visual ana

trees ”

the bridge would blend in

Ice Is 

consciously artful in 
|) d C 0 m 0 C 0 n S (• 1 o I j s '.. £

in its own

.pp eared an

caption headed "Concrete

s ouie nanufac turers 

material

Ap ri 1,

finish on the bridgee

•e- in the

real12°

ratn

as a

50 years 

with cast

ftny sense.
on effect

concrete

work of

available
Irelaml it is 

with no

most lose their natural 
and landsopae

ced by advertising

at Shaws ’ Bridge Belfast,
and was described in the Buildins Mgaslne Project^.

"to good effect the pseudo-masonry 

of finish was chosen so that 

the landscape."

advert!s~



5HGW5 OTDGS 6ueuJri’6 IO

^gggggga*

. -A-

z ?•-
; ' > ■/..-

.
'

■ . •. I..-" if

i
j

J

1. -;

,•
. ■;■•

.
■IF' ■' ' V-

-5 ‘V '- - ■'■• ’ " "■'- '"' r--

- ■ ■'• ' ’ ■"< ■ ,i ■'■■■ >:' - ■ ’

A.* 2 •

’ •-'■-■ - F

■ ■ . ■ ..

■

'-*■■-

I
I
!

i

I

r ■ ■



One area of

both

& folk .art

Golden Pivot,
form

rectangular
even

to stylised figures i

their turn surrounded by

use of
vegetation could be very exciting, incorporating as it

pattern and change in both two and

three dimensions9

All this has been about a kind of accidental development

initial

not be
made on their of

able to handle them

would

the landscape could
would

be

appearance. as

the countryside depends

and any

techniques are not always 
and a lot of the craftmanship

development of building
traditional 

successfully

While acknowledging that change .always causes 

modern materials and building 

sucessful in the rural landscape 

associated with these areas 

to further

very colourful

this kind of

it is

that

of those living there
not guarantee

•that others 

that

and 

thought

resentment s

flowers.

terms.

decorative

remain undisturbed or 
If I' advocate anything 
he remembered and used 
manufactured with some

is now gone.

activity found in 
gardening -

* hedges

(circular,

of the rural landscape in visual as well as historical

communities is 

cases it is almost

does colour, texture,

(6) 

conscious

rural and urban

new

to integrity

in some

These communities
material and the new 

skills, which may or may
.. A lot of the imagery 

on the e^eJeesnese/arttes^e- 

attempts to 'beaatlly-

clipped in 

These dense wall- 

squally elaborate

are vulnerable

demands

dually the 

geometric shapes 

and conical) some are 

w xxgures i.e. horse heads,

like hedges often enclose

are clipped t0

the tra

building
of design

conscious

that these images 
be allowed happen.

ditional skills

materials

and

lawns, in

many different and

I have often thought that
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depends on. the
The mountain and.

but also in the type of plant
Mount ain inid. up 1 and
but 'J ef t f or pas tu ve „

unfenced landscape whereas the lowlands are characterized
by green belts of cultivated pasture and the .abandonee

Even in the lowlands theof hedge and fence markings o

influence the appearance of vegphysica1 Iands cape can

that cultivated fields in the undulatingetation in
to those of the hillylands of Meath appear quite different.

the Caledonian Noun tain Range
The nouutaias of the

I / e s t Com i n a t c 111 eNortli and
the river valleys of thef oldXans it E.v/hcrc the

G wee barra donions trate PFoyle and
axi s.than E*in a

sep<>xx1tcd 1/y Lbe .1 i es tone

I j nics tonethe 100

of this platcau.

' on.

They are covered by rough grass.

pant lid fol d running on
plateau of the Central Lowlands -

a brown/purplo

growth they can support.

The re arc

The Eas tern range
Both are

Caledonia;) Mountains to the East.
Ulster and Coinaught landscape

heather and sometimes gorse -

drumlin belt further north.

There are two main contrasting mountain systems in Ireland 

of the North/kest and the

areas arc not normally cultivated

desert of the Barren .is part

pnysica.} character of the landscape.

hrecken,

lowland regions of Ireland differ not only plysically

S,W. as

North-j-hi:: t. and. Sou th.-.Wos i the volan.-c Basal t o.f
□ Of

sq* mi les?

owe other relief ureas at the

V e g o t a. r. ICi> upi i;M- c I;. r. n „..n! acl e f ;i.. u.... s

5 j ?

Seasonal
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Derry and Antrim is

for the
the Giants'

layers

Much of the landscape of the North and West is of quartzite

The Derryveagh

of granite and show the soft round shape of weathered

There are only isolated areas in the south whichgranite 0

rock howls

especially in the

the hard quartzite
cliffs such as

League in South
the limestone

the East areThe mountains of
areasplateau into

north isthe land to the The north-

mountains of rock
is

to form
ern upland region 

such as granite uprose

resists erosion 
mountains of the Twelve Bens,

and the quartzite 

and Maamturks form rugged 
conical peaks with scree covered slopes.

us the ridge 
Magillicuddy Reeks and

south of Dublin - 
while the

the Leinster
mountainous

mountains

have been unaffected by glaciation and these mountains 

show the characteristic glaciation markings - corries (deep 

surrounded by cliffs) and 'U' shaped valleys - 

shaded north and east slopes, there 
reached the coast

Mountains on the other hand are of an isolated outcrop

a very tough stone which

Chain are

landscape of 
in Kerry the folding of 

and Old Red Sandstone gives 

and valley landscape of the 

B&ggeragh Mountains.

it 30rffled magnificent

West Donegal.
separated by 

north and 

and sandstone 

of granite.

only where igneous
i.e. Mourne Range.

of these mountains
those at Slieve

two separate
of shale

responsible
Causeway while

of limestone



5
0

HG 3/3

Q

99 e 9O

a 0
sb
v\’" \
5«fl

5 H*

fl 
9 O 9 

o'*9^1 9. 
g^oto 0 ' 
0g » •■> gOQ »’ 

f / »0 0 0' 
’ %

^771 Unglaciated Areas 
(. __J Newer Glacial Drift 
P<< I Older Glacial Drift 
^^.^ylce Direction

Moraines
Z Drumlins 

Eskers



OF IRELAND

■A CROSS-SECTION OF THE LEINSTER CHAIN.

r

South-eastShales

' iJo
c

(l) E:

tl;

Mo

(ii) Cai

After Denudation

I

Glen oi
I mail

; 1 >

Croghan
Mountain

The Central
Lowla nd

Hollywood 
Glens

Metamorphic
Schists

I

The 
Antrim-Derry 
basal t plateau

</
The Ridge - and - Valley 

P r o vinee

■

v Av »

\ L ' ■

MAJOR RELIEF REGIONS

| Noith- 
| west

the

1 A , ‘ ' z A 4 ' v

‘ A*' A\‘ > -]a >

Granite

Lugnaquilla

- -V
i' • S 
'>7 A1.

The
Caledonian mountains 

of the
NorthandWest

Tlle

!? ' L

After Folding

/A<-’5S^\Llmest°ne

Armorican Folds of Munster.

After Deposition

l1' ' I (1 l-Carboniferous Limestone^ 

Old Red Sandstone... .

The
Ca le don ian 

c oun t r y
of ihe East



The bedrock

not
they travel

they tr.he on a roller coaster
(Another glacial •:

The Leinster
MounLain chain

well known Here too glaciation has marked the landscape

G1encree and G1 en-

malure and deep ravines at the Scalp and Glen 01 the Downs.

The South East is made of layers of old Red Sandstone

covered by limestone and shale which folded

Erosion removed the softer limestone and shale to bare

The limes ton? and shale

for which the area iscaused the beautiful rugged scenery

and the wide *U

the

flow resulted in the

called the Giants’

the underlying sandstone peaks.

Here again glaciation has

deposit hero 
by the megalithic builders

the Gap of Dunloe

The Basalt Region of the North
caused by mol ten lava,

Mangerton Mountains
and (h i mi a o n d u f f Glen.

East is the only basalt

gI bhl.s area 

there 1JY glabiation ana 

causing bogs’ and

of Tcrticery Lava, 
31

Ii
i r

now cover the valley floors

t Punchbowl in the
* shaped valleys to

creating such valleys as Glcndalough,

only are they twisted 

over these drumlins
aspect.

s the huge erratics used 

at Newgrange.)

is of rounded granite which contrasts 

sharply with the rugged shist peaks of Lugnaquilla 

and the Djouce Mountains

It a]so severly affects 

but ‘here
roads,

C0Ver<,‘! * «™U» deposited

1 1: i '■10Gks block drainage 
marshy lakes.

c o oling properti e s 

wo rl d f aiiiou s exp o s u i e

? while the very prominant

Quartzite peaks of the Great and Little Sugar Loaf are

outcrop in Ireland and was
of this lava

famous - corries such a.s the Devils
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Causeway. This

and
to the

aweinspiring

ooo 00 ooo

31

phenomenon of 
columns forming cliffs 

sea must surely be the

a mass of six sided 

stepping stones 

strangest and most 
piece of natural landscape in Ireland. 

This landscape is covered in „st mas by 

vegetation or bog.



of life depend.

to rgnnisKi and back to soil Thus the plant takes

hydrogen and oxygen

The soil water contains

The makeup

Limestone at 5

'•'ill not hold enough the

complete oxidation of
col’--urgreyish The

oxides will also he

i lieand

making

wel *

the mo s t i nip o r i aii G ?

’5s

ering

sugars and fats.

which is used to produce

col our, 
will ii tn do 

keep

protein being and salt, phosphate, 
of most agricultural 

« JO;®, PuJvcvised 
sandy soil

carbon,

Vu*txe heavy clay soils can 

of decaying 
because

It is

and to
3^

nls'o needed to support a 

'*Pon.-;; o ioc plant decay

begins

The simplest food cycle is from soil - to plant, to animal

to proclucc s tar chas,

nitrogen,
lime,

tfege '' ti on the

t o t h e r o c k b e d.)

from the soil water and air,

also be a

cliemi ca1 s 1 n s o 1 u ti on:

of micro-organisms 
the soil loose and

sulphate5

f!Xirt’,s co

soil and underlying rock

por.ash and calcium.
oils iiicliidos Sand at 50 - 70$, Clav at 20 

IL
10r,i and Humus at 5 - 10^. Very 

soil water containing the minerals 

be waterlogged pr
This clay 

ferric

iL Protects thc

O:j}or forms 

to the natural 

;>.< ouucod by the wcath- 

(Glaciation is res- 

poxmsi.b^.c pogji11 n.g soj.x and b'’..ldcr clay froin one

area to another and in this case tie soil may he foreign

bud from iu uie’’ crision and 
the cyc’J.(- ot food distribution, on

i n t r i n s i c al.; y 1. i nk e d 

through the soil which is landsc^i

aud erosion of the rock bed.

oxidation OJJ ferric 

oharaC Leris Lic 

i s

humus,

oxidation

the land peaty.
(trained soil its 

root wav;

impeded

oxides giveS
Ilui'-'US

cont aining
.’eventing

soil will

(iron)
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of 1

land*

porn>i

area

t o t Ii c

siTh e

to rr\\c*

to proc

chemicaSolid chalk
I

protein

Chalk P'rFace: of sulphate

soils in
r-iG 'A©

Limeston

will not

while he a

complete

also be a

oxides wil

oxide. 1 ion

cha revet c x*i:

also nee

ii

i

no.spo :;. ,; ble

i s

from t;

Surface
Fmts:

Wabbly chalk
Solid chalk 
(fissured)
Layer of



' :: function -,(l.
serve.

j s

but wild ‘it ion is

anf. in
Apart

Vinter
i s in Spring, Autumn and Summer

most flower,

Vegetative life is something completely different to animal

a comparable livinglife and it is not generally seen as

or gauis ■ ’, A stuc*y of thc intricate detai 1 s o 1 the plant

KAeasom ^nicli is
illustrates to some

This plantdegree the
pin and a thrumof flower $

to male and female in the
stick./ stigma on theThe pinanimal kingdom.

in the centrelong stylepin lie ad which
Half ray downovary

3^

I
has two types
which would correspond loosly

Jower has a

e( tl rorm also 

gi. tation f i on

survlving

*6*

pollination mechanism of the primrose 

kind of logic that plants use.

veget

plants concentrate their energies to bloom,

ope )

on a

on a

head Ceil led a

seasons ,

is home

The Tiruim has a

tubular portion of the flowor.

boar fruit ami effect seed dispersal.

of the flower.

growth will show that each growth cycle is dependent 
universal to all living organisms. The

c. r i nt er and S p r i 11. g c y c 1 c.
a Ait season wJ il.c

This leads to the

s 1 t is-1 c ■ d po 11 on sa c k. M
the other hand which holds the stigma

the style' am

short style on

about hv?f !?rv

grass to woodland, 
cont.A‘!j.ed for agr '.cmlt-yo.1. and

x/hcre iand ,L;-. left uncultivated.

':wx* cond 11 ions

thrnh of the ve

which obviously change with the 

vegetation is the only other visual manifestation 

of the Summery Autiaan

op tho

co.y.nc: -cJ.al pu»pose .s, 

within these controls



The pollen
above this at

top ofthe the tube.
coloar and scent it attracts

insects which

to reach the nectar. insect then
thrum flower it mu s t where the
pollen is removed The whole process can he reversed
when the insect travels from a thrum to a pin flower and

it is called heterostyle pollinati

Hedgerows provide rowing space for a variety of scrub

land As already stated they are made up of such scrubs
rose briars

Hawthorn and rowan are the mostand blackberry brambles
The hawcommon and formed the origional planted hedge.

thorn is a small deciduous scrub which is abudently branched.

distance they smellsometimes tinged with pink. From a

they need to nt tract mid

stance called trimethylamine
the smell. Toof putrefaction and these

the anthers are purple and,

They be ax'
The Rowan
and bearso?/ mountain ash which

until after this has occurred.
which is one of the byproducts

j y t

on.

about 20 ft.

gorse,holly bushes,

flowers in cl us tors al so

are what causes

on the

The flowers which bloom from May to June are dingy white,

rowan trees,

•\ rows to

attracts similar insects by 11 s 
35

as hawthorn,

Pin flower must pass the pollen sacks

Should the

slightly of aniseed but because 
r f. > 't -i n ■; nn tlicv smell unat ti ac Live gets and flies to effect pollination uk-j

The flowers contain a sub-

a bright, red berry when the

sacs are located 

Using both

further attract these insects
the pollen broM) to simulate decaying meat.

.fruit is ripe.

and. climbing plants which have been cleared from the enclosed

pass to a
pass the sticky pin head
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r8»
aiiioiua like

around these scrubs is

sweet briar and.

.these thorny briars bu

& gorse scrubs are
in themselves thorny to push past.

plants such

bindweed also grow among or on these

scrubs. The most successful parasite must be ivy which

has massed itself around the trunks of all the hedgerow
them a very deformed and choked appearance

in winter.
the

In up —and the tall wild grasses
bracken which turns a beautiful copperland regions

Not all
weed thoughwi 1 d

some like

as
Daisys

The

when ripe are

■■■hnmmhkiih

dande1ion has S<-°ds 
scattered for miles by even light winds.

too

of simp F ic.i ty,

Other parasitic 

as tlie beautiful honeysuckle with its heavy 

mid summer smell and

bp an almost impenetratable
While holly bushes and

trees giving

13. 
smell.

Along the grass verges grow’ all the smaller plants,

primroses,

vegetation is classed by the farmer as
the thistle is outlawed - clover is cultivated

a
I •$

rowan,

in meadows for its nitrogen content while grasses such 

Perreuial Rye Grass, CocKsfoot and Timothy are grown 

and buttercups have no food

foxgloves,

for hay and silage.
value but are irremovable and grow on regardless.

Tho whole or.-., or pl™<- ero«‘" revoalS “ »•<>*““«»» 

of luswuilty oml lnt.rie.-ito <loti.ll:- 

attached to feathery white tails which

m a s s o I’ h edge

I‘itc?’wi>u;d 
a variety of pliiti]n„„^limiting piants ™0„5 them 

tile blackberry brabble together

colour in late summer dominates this area.

with the dense hawthorn/

d
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In Ireland most of the land is under
the land is used to grow grass to feed cattle.

This involves tl j io

Care must be
taken that the pastures produce high quality feedstuffs,

suitable for both direct grazing and for storage

feed«, So fundamental doos grass growth appear to be in

Ireland t.j.at it is hard to realize that it is not a natural

vegetation and that without husbandry would revert to

Close grazing prevents the re-establishment ofscrub

Under the protectionsuch scrub as bramble and hawthorn
of these thorny scrubs wind t’^2 tree seeds such as ash

establish growth and the whole area would becomewould soon
The most primitive type of grass management

The

herbage itsc.11 being uncultivated Tliis typegrass <uul

of pasture is found in shady iireas which provide growth

I

the poppy has a beautiful catapult 
seed pa(j bursts

1 i gh t1 y f o re s t a d • 

therefore involves only the use of grazing animals.

° :l"' ‘ seeds

anti feed on hay or silege for the winter.

v..’ •>

. C .

as winter

f o r s e a g r a s s e s ? in marshy coastline areas am? mounininons

of land ; ''r-'-s }JY

'■-■‘'•oti disperse].

November,

use of several fields from Spring 

when the cattle are removed from the grazed fields; ’

■ n5 !-:r mi ..

acti( ... when 1

c cried b ■ anii als 

e...c thing whi i ■■

- al! .. effects

The r.cc.t fundamental

°P ;

O.S-. V.’ell knoi.’U

pas two - 1



reg jons„
or

surface

bee:} cu.l tivated Artifinal gra ■ and
o!? cultivated grasses which

either hay or silage and a r a n o t n o ne a 11 y

cultivoted crop,
Mos t of the o.l d uncultivated pastures contain .large
nuriljors of more oi- less useful grass and herbs together
-with an amount weeds. Good grasses would include

meadow fescue and meadow
r- whi I c t u s s o ck and to rg r a s s e s

grazing and inconsequence are weeds. red
clover are good
is
Frequently mown meadows produce tall grasses - tall

wild red clovertimothymeadow foxtai 1 y$

and tall umbellyferous herbs - while ryegrass and white
to the ground,.clover grow close

1 crop’ sownvaluable and is often grown
after harvesting

and it canto produce late grazing
roaches full productivityCocksfootcrop for clover

and is often used as

The two combine
Timothylong and

The 0s ta b 1 i sh1.;e 111hay crop

3V

n;cw for

other areas

valuable feed while again rest harrow 
Ik

definitely, a weed.

rye rass,

continuous period,

or ttys
consist

of

110’

i.e. 
in.

of early potatoes or under sown^corn
also serve as a nursing

tall fesoue,

/U-’OSsln.nd.,

White clovers

are no use for

ryegrass is the most

cocksfoot,

foxtail,

is tlso sown as a

a silage crop.

i o t a t e d a s a ? ?. y o t h e

timothy9

about the same

are usually

l>cn ■•lent being

sw:w!.h J us

grasing over a

grass ^bagc have not

on peaty soil.

as a catch
Of the grasses sown for hay/silage,

oat,

jre rj.w'.'n <}; ■
improved by burning and 

cultivation hut again U;c

time as ryegrass
to produce good



Codesfoot

FIG

■“——’I

Pl 6 3^

Sweet vernal 
ffrass

Sour clock “ 
or Sorrel

'per&ti
^ye grass



Of r.l . ' '
-u<t be

thej. n j

The; pwj po.’ c of ■
n Oc (. a. nd

■ ',

s • :’YL?
■' to leave a CJ.f;.
a. nd r i n b eak d(

soil £ ■:;ture turf for
grass j.s to kill the root

thi Futtows must not he set
~n a crest as is in theup ca ;e wh 2 •< the tu 'f 2 s of

s’ ble they must be laid on top of each other as
The whole field is then EaVed

WX th cultivators or spiked harrows untildisc harrows ■

the old herbage is dead. Th 11 s p1 o u g h cd fi01ds intended
as

cut and harvest the meadow and grainMowing machines
Whoa the lush grass crop is ripe it is cut and

Grass is determined ripesaved either for hay or silage.
and clover have formed undeveloped seed heads.when the grass

around the field in everThe mowing machine travels
laying out an

for one or two days durJ ngsi’ll11 1 i e s
which time it is turned

Cocking oi- bailing

too dry it will

i t

3CI

takes place when the hay
value while if it is too wot

to y

f 1at as pos si b 1 e.

rftfW for sewi i■

for grass or grain growth are flat and not furrowed 
15

for root /crops.

crops.

' '

s ploughed to bur/ old ■ 

the object in ploughing

there to dry in the
ocassionally until it is dry,

even swaths to one side.

t which may be quite

lose much of its food

dry,

OU

swectsme111ng and ready for cocking.

i s d ry (i f i t i s

tu.rl’ or

a : a: • • f a c c 01* s 0 i 1 wh i c h w i n t e r f r 0 s 1 

into a loose sccc bed fa/ mowing.

narrowing circles ?

1 ;h< < 0



0 i J (j
is not

7

S i. I. (; () fin­to 'O.z-t is built up by
w:i th forks ;hand
todo voi Auy end it j.fj linully secured tv
and stones., 11 -../If; jiy 1 s be: Igd1'0 1)0 this is dene direct

from or round baleR.. (I bar.!
The hay is gathered

tri.Tti,??d Kith knives and tied by
They arc then stacked in lots of 6trine. or 7 and like

left in the field of stubble to dryhay cocks they are
As it stand:, and afterwards ■ is

in the fields this grass crop becomes part of thestacked
removed and stored
the other method ofSilage is

suitable for this climateand is very
before it can be

harvested as hay has seeded.
fieldp reparedA couldthe herbage

such as

and red clover. grassthe greencuttinginvolvesTlie of ensilageprocess and clamps
and

ullowing it to ferment.

ruin the crop
feasible it can only

turn i>;o;y?

conical shapes.

be salva

proc:-.

god as good

the

preserving it by close
It

t ip:

— rod from

in hay ricks for the winter.

grass

'■’here heavy rainfall may

Al though this is 

feedstuff, before the crop 
for both. Where a

ram,

in pits
replaced mangels

harvesting

and comp •■ssed by a

a mcchani cal

hales here,)

is -specifically prepai 
include high quality plants

•S where n

It is then raked

sunuucr/c-. ■ Lumn landscape until they are

iokc out loose

never scon the round

by. a square

th:.- jay

the windrow:

•r-.-a tJies and carried

it c.n

for SC li'.l WC::kS.

packing

has generally

separate plot should be
■cd for silage

lucerne, sainfoin,



because. the re .seepage of pleat r-.op
v. 1 ! ! i-o I utc an d cLored ii
farmyard it the fields. Here it, is

a stack
pl a stic secured by a row of used tyres c'ther fide.on

a traditional storage method and these thatch
.1 i k e structures are still quite unfamiliar in the

grown in Ireland to supplement the animal
storage/dairy farming income, In addition. ,the straw
provides a. very important bye--product for animal bedding,.

growing the soil is harrowed to a depth of
This harrowinga seed .bed.several inches in Spring to give

disc harrows which reduce it to ais continued by
surface is raked and levelled by sig-zagThefine

then planted by combine drills whichThe seeds areharrows
consentrated fertilzer directly beneath the seed.
field is again raked lightly by the zig-zag harrowThe whole

and may
the field is

crows arc stacked up. Theof grain crop and scare
though it is sometimesnow almost goneold

be soon guarding garden plots.to

at regular

; -h ’.eh

0>.<l root crops as ,, Linti;r
SUi lti tu^e < i t h h; y

hive

process

also be rolled
marked out with sticks to show passages or

change
dressed figure is

and the plastic and 
tyres combine two strange materials very effectively.

’ en no i

deposit a

For grain

■’.s left if!

Grain crops are

Dead crows hung on sticks

’ liT Lb J.-J

compressed and sheltered by black

Silage is not

intervals a re now more frequently used.

wf. be? effective

or carbide or electric bangers which imitate .rifle shots

is cons I durable

neevty st rear.:: y

countryside but they arc at tractive?

to consolidate the soil. In some places

in the

buil up into

c the a'iseye
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the crops
Some ti 'jes

be fore cutting! wi th

the crop. The
the

crop ..
against the lean of the

cut ting it.c re; to The grain is

’.ransported to a tank or
bagging apparatus. The straw can be In i t in a swathe behind

oi’ stacked9

very familar but the trussedThe bales U 1’0

stacks

Some

survive in areas where only a small crop is grown which
is more conveniently harvested by hand. They are fairly

sugar boot nothe exception of other root crop is grownWi t.h
communities . The needs

ui’han communities are supplied by market gardens nearof the
centres while the farming communities normally growthese

Ploughing
The ordinary plough turnsis clone in sots.of ploughing

direction only and the sets are laid downthe sod in one
plough travelling to and froby a

small field there may be only oneIn amiddle furrow.
furrow with .its two sods, turned inwards. In amiddle

’ he b inti r an

c ° m u *:_• c h < ‘ r v e s t e r c: /1 s

heaped three together in a pyramid shape with each 
truss tied at the centre aree now rarely seen.

only enough for domestic use.
for root crops much be furrowed and this type

cash crop by the farming

* .1A '

common in northern Scotland and on the islands.

•summ <• when

The knife travels in front,

es plane in .late

separated and cleaned and then

as a

I
I

Ila zves ing grr-j n

a short stubble

and trussed.

on each side of a

and threshes?

open road is made around

tin machine to he gathered later by a b.lcr

Grc loaded with grain.
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J. Sgroup

t time d.
Al thOUgl; ct can be

ci ther

With high si gar

the soil
must be dressed with the sowing being

Roots crops require more labour in that they
and thinning out this

is usually done by hand The beet is ripe when the
a shrunken appearance and as the beet is

required by the factories by the end of September liftin
takes place at this time 5

sugar beet leaves noUnlike

and

rather

supplement to stock and dairy fanningit serves
Although not widefeedstuff for these animals.

yellor

■K■■MM!

spread the resulting imagery, the futtowed earthy, 

and the neat piles of straw arc part of

transient markings on the landscape as it is loaded 
17.

brought directly to the factories.

grained crops
the seasonal changes ♦

gro:a

f lb ?

u X■ o w s o.: c * ? •:; ? j f-; ■

Arable farming is not widespread in this country,

Sugar beet is

Before planting.

need hoeing

or as

be • er ?.or- j

as a

■ •; * ; . and e a cl

a month after sowing and

moreover the leaf tops may be fed to cattle 

after they have wilted.

a type of mange'

grain and grass crops,

foliage assumes

both manure and lime,

bod?; are

control.

and is a fully mechanised, process

in. March.

awa.7 from each othe.-.

ttmi(;’•

content,

in furrows or

separated 'oy a Xurrov; v/i.'crc

may he
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