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fot 1J9U
ed a warrant for the arreft of a member of that Uooft. at- | Lord Ranelagh pretented />. 5Fleij'^e 
tending his Parliamentary duty,—-made his defence, by alleg- j Gardiner, (Lord Baron Mounl / -d; Arthur. Woltej 
ing that he had ifliied the vyarrant in his capacity as officer of j ( his Majcfty’s Attorney Gcn«£/ jardiahs^Xppomtca 
that Court, at the instance of Mr. Griffith ah attorney, who by the Court of Chancery, /csjqbrt'Gardiner, a 
produced an .attachment againd the member, and demanded ! minor, eldeft fon of Luke .7 Monntjoy,
the warrant, which lie did, not think himfelf warranted to j praying on behalf of the & Ztarles john, for leave to 
refute, nor did he at that time adtuall/know .that the gentle- j bring in a bill relative tcx- l/tes of the miner. The 
roan agajhft ivhom he ifliied the warrant was .vf member pf } Houfe agreed in the refo - >n of receiving the petition, 
Parliament. 'The-attacbmuit, however, had iffuc.lon a eon- j ancl Totcd, that the petit. ,t and bill fhoold be referred 

..tcmjit of Court, Which is a emdrudive broach the peace, > to the confideration of the Judges attending the Houfe.

raign ’the audacity of fiich attacks againff tfte privileges qC years*! ' , ;. - ■ >- ‘•: •• j ’*
Parfiariient,.,311)1 file protection which thdfepriv'Jeeesfhpuld 
give inviolably to the pedpns .of Member! attending their 
harhanientary duty .to. tliejr country.- .• .. •
r7litr. Toler.moved, that r^F.*Piefpoint,Mewir be committed I

r /to Newgate Ordered accordingly,. and. that die Speaker do-. 
r'- iffuehis warrantfof that purport:.. , .

Mr. Toler then .oUerved<$.that he did. not TH this prefent 
houcknow, ‘that a perfon for whom lie had .both a very high 
ryfpeift and warm pe^fpn.al efteom as a.w’orthy.and confcien- 
tiouvman, was the agent in thfr bufinefs, Mr. Jofeph "Griffith. 
—It gave him, however, an Opportunity to ffiew; how. ready 
he was to facrifice private feeling and regards to.the dignity 
and privileges of-that Houfe -, he would, therefore move, 
That Mr. Griffith do on to-ntifrfow attend the bar of this 
Houfe, in cuftody offhe Serjeant at Arms, and alfo thes bailiff 
who-had dared to execute'-the warrant, and he did not' know ‘

■ but he ihould move for his/committal to the fame place.— 
. Ordered accordingly.- . - • . ’ -;
;. Mr. Mafon reported from" the committee of ways- and. 
means, who fat yefterday.—Report received and agreed to. .

•Ordered, that the committed do again fit to-morrow. . 
. Committed, the Polt-office .Bi.1], to be repoitedto-morrow.

The Houfe then adjourned at fix'o'clock* ’

HOU SB' or L O RD S.
Weilne/elay* Feb. 16.

- . A-petition of appeal was prefented by Lord Rane- 
lagh, which was received and ordered to be heard on 
Monday fe’nnight.

Lord Mpuntrnorrcs obferyed, that though jt was the’ 
rule of that Houfe that billd Ihould ndt be debated , 
at the firft: reading, yet he moulT trouble th£m with a 
few words up°n the introdaftioh of the biil'ror the far
ther prefi.rvation of tirribet’, 6cc. • ■' <.

The framing of bills, he fard, in antient times, was al-. 
• lotted to the Judges and ffom their forming the refo- 

lutions of. the/fwo Houles into, aits at the' tnd of the 
feffion, the practice of carrying,bills to the other Houfe 

originatedj as he conjectured. ...
He was aware that the Hbufe coulcj not originate a 

penalty—the. rulejhad'been laid down by Mr. Mattel; 
but he found’ the’ doilrine had been lately enlarged in 
this country. ' i

■_ The biliwas7.’anied howeyerin fifeh a manner,-, as, he 
. hoped/would.be unexceptionable iri. another Aflembly^ 

as there v.’as no alteration whatever in a penalty already 
exiiHng.5:»<The object of the bill was ihortly this; to ex- 
tend'prdrYili'ons and perialtifes,' to, which all offenders 
who fHOufd cut tre^S without the owner’s leave were 
now liable, to tenants and occupier,s of the foil~who 
were the indft enabled to.doimifehiefthat there was a 
faring xlaufe for fuch treegas‘had been or might be 
planted by the tenants thcmftlves^ and regiftered ac
cording’to;an a,it paffed in 1765, in Lord Hertford’s 
adminiftration. The noble Lord recommended the ex- ■ 
tenfion of this law finally, as the only effectual mcans of 
.preferving that invaluable fpecies of property.

His Lordllup then moved for the'firft reading of the

The Lord Chancellor. In my opinion this bill de- 
feiwesthe moft kxious attention, as it affefts the tenan
try of the country :• by the Jaw, (as it now ftands) thc 
.1 and!ord may apply to a Court of Equity to. prevent 

, therxy<1fte or cieftruaion.df mspi-operty—or to a. Court "
of Law for indemnification, in cafe fiichi wafte. has been ; 
■therefore I do not fee the doubts and difficulties in the

number of

__  th^l^’olaft: 
years*>’' , <—7 -’-'_____________________ '

He alfo moved; that the proper officer" dor lay before 
the. Hojyfe, an accountsrf the number of houfes tyhidx- ' 
have paid hearth-riyjne^ fqa: the two'laft years*. .

Ordered accordingly. ‘ ' 7. . - ...
...-j . Adjourned to Saturday. ’-W.< .. ,z..

The following .is- the, Turn' and fubffance off a bilfr 
which was prefented oh/February 16th, in th,e Houle 
of Lords, by Lord. Mountmorres/ relative’.• to the 
arnehdmefit'oGthejafEj pL die -fjth .an^T 16th of hi»

• prefent.Majefty’. " ’ ' '
The bill recite^ that by the (aid aft,, any perfons 

who {hair cut a tree without the owner’s leave, may
• be convicted before a jiiftice of .peace, upon proof/, or 
'upon the lame Being found, in his poflefCon, and. fined

in a fum. not exceeding five pounds, and upon mr.-
' payment thereof,, may be committed, to prifon, for a- 
term not exceeding.fix months*..

It recites,, what IhaH be- deemed, timber trees, ac- 
; cording to the prefcriptions of the faid aft.
> It farther recites,’that whereas doubts and difficul

ties have arifeh in the execution of faid law, with re
gard to tenants or.occupiers.of the foil f that all the 
provifions' of’the laid aft fliall be ednftrued to extend, 
to the tenants of any farm where trees may be cut,, 
without the owner’s leave, in common with other fub- 
jefts of this realm* . .

The bill laftly contains a provifo, that -nothing 
therein contained, (ball be conftruetf to extend-to iucfo 
trees-as have,' or which (ball? 66 planted by tenants,, 
and duly regiftered, purluant .to an aft paffed in the 
year 1765, in the- fifth and fixth years of his prefent. 
Majeft’y.

S C A R C E . IF’ l N- E
‘ CARROTHERS and- B-OYD,.

? -Have for Sale, at thtirJVaults,.
No. 6y Low E R J E R. V R. E E T

RED AND WHITE CHAMPAIG^-JUKd BURGUNDY; 
And a-Variety oF Rich D^kVt W jnes.

MCo^Oiarft, B3n, and rhe ufual Affortmer.t of /wt and- 
Jry White llfixet of firfi GrsKuths, in Wood aud Bottle, in 
high Ord try. which they fell for ready Mcncy^nly, confide*— 
ably under the ufu'al Credit Prices.

OLD RED PORT, of .wqt jiifrerier qualityi ia> 
ftandard Quarts and common Bottles, at 18s >D 
Do.. Vintage 1788, in common'Bottles, :6s.Ker to;2en'

A reafonable abatement will be. made to Merchants, and. 
thofs who purchafe ..in large quantities.

Juft Publifiiedr in London,
And fold by ARCHER, No. 80', Darae-ftreek DubHxu. 

In one large Volume Svo. the fame Size of the 
ELEGANT EXTRACTS.

Price in Boards ijs,—or Bound 14s. id.. 
DOMESTIC DIVINITY,

Or a copious Cqile&ion of Sermons, feleded from-polite. 
Writers and found Divines of the prefent Century, for the 

_ Ufo of Schools and Families, by V. KNOX.—Alfo, Townf-
execution of the prtfrnt laws, ofwhich theNoble Lord end’s»Traveh thi-ough-Spain, g.Vols. Cuts,ia Boards, 17s. 4d. 
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With such a strong grip on the Irish newspaper industry 
which the British Authorities held until the nineteenth 
century, the Irish Nationalist population in Ireland 
found few opportunities to express their political views 
in print. However, because the majority of Irish 
Nationalists were poorly educated working-class people, 
the newspaper medium would have had limited use-anyway 
as a means of communication. Preferring, as the Irish

"The word Nationalism is a 19th. century term, 
but the Gaelic Irish had from the moment of 
the Norman invasion a sense of belonging to 
distinct and separate nation, defined by 
language, law, culture, dress and tradition". 
Tom Kennedy (The Book of Irish Books P.26).

Since it s very beginning in the seventeenth century, 
Ireland’s rather limited newspaper industry was under 
the control of the British Authorities in Ireland. 
When Oliver Cromwell's armies produced Ireland's first 
newspaper the Irish Monthly Mercury in 1649, its role 
was to spread the political opinions of it s English 
owners and editors. So important was the newspaper 
medium as a means of political expression that the 
English Administration in Dublin Castle ensured strict 
control on Irish periodicals by issuing a severe stamp 
duty on all newspapers produced in Ireland. Although 
the stamp duty was introduced in an attempt to raise 
revenue for the British Crown, it also meant that only 
those papers bearing the British duty stamp could be 
sold and distributed in,Ireland. (See Fig. 1)
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In this thesis on the rise of the Irish Nationalist 
newspaper I will discuss the design and content of 
several newspapers which were devoted solely to 
expressing the opinions of the Irish Nationalist 
population in Ireland between 1880 and 1916.
As a graphic design student I am interested in 
most forms of visual communication and by analysing 
various Irish Nationalist newspapers I will examine 
how typography, illustration, journalism, layout, 
advertising and the newspaper medium in general was 
successfully used by the Irish Nationalists to convey 
their political ideas and opinions.

Nationalists did, to use the platform and often the 
battlefield to express their Nationalist views, it 
was not until the mid-nineteenth century, when 
literacy levels rose among the Irish working class 
that the Irish Nationalist population eventually 
adopted the newspaper medium to express their own 
Nationalism.

1

Whereas the history of Irish Nationalism between 1880 
and 1916 has been extensively documented, the history 
of Ireland's Nationalist Press has been sadly neglected 
despite the fact that important Irish Nationalists 
such as Charles Stewart Parnell, Patrick Pearse, James 
Connolly among others found it necessary to own or at 
least edit a newspaper. Because of the change which 
Irish Nationalist politics underwent between 1880 and 
191o it is difficult to arrive at one constant 
definition of Irish Nationalism. Nevertheless, 
newspapers which I have chosen to include in my 
thesis have been selected because collectively they 
illustrate the movement from the Romantic Nationalism



!
It

I

'!

!

3

di

j

By analysing the design of the Gaelic League's bi
lingual newspaper An Claideam Soluis (The Sword of 
Light) and their Irish language paper Fainne an Lae 
(Ring of the Day) I will discuss how the change in 
Irish Nationalist politics at the turn of the century 
had a dramatic effect upon the appearance of the 
Irish Nationalist newspapers. By also discussing the 
Gaelic League's newspaper I wish to examine how the 
newspaper medium was used by the Irish Nationalists to 
display their rejection of English culture and language 
in Ireland.

of the late nineteenth century to the very militant 
Nationalism in the early years of the twentieth century. 
Furthermore, the newspapers which I have included 
in this thesis have been chosen because in their 
journalism and design they exhibit what Tom Kennedy 
states in the opening extract as "a sense of belonging 
to a distinct and separate nation . . .

provide a

' I will begin my thesis by examining Irelands first 
truely Nationalist newspaper, the aptly titled The 
Nation. By examining the design and layout of The 
Nation I will discuss how the newspaper medium was 
used by Irish Nationalist editors and owners to 
convince the Nationalist audience of the importance 
of their own identity and their right to freely 
express themselves. By also looking at the 
founders of The Nation and the reasons that prompted 
them to produce such a paper, the Nation will also 

useful yardstick with which to compare the 
function of much later Irish Nationalist periodicals.
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Finally, by examining the Gaelic American, an Irish 
Nationalist newspaper published in New York, I will 
discuss how Irish Nationalist views and opinions were 
transmitted abroad. The Gaelic American will also 
serve to illustrate the unique differences in the 
production of Nationalist newspapers on both sides 
of the Atlantic. By discussing several Nationalist 
periodicals issued around 1916, I will examine some 
of the reasons which led the British Authorities to 
eventually censor the Irish Nationalist Press in 
Ireland and prohibit the import of Irish American 
Nationalist newspapers in the eventful and violent 
years around 1916.
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Chapter One
The Nation and the Romantic Nationalism in 
rhe nineteenth century. i)

!

i- if
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serve as a
role of the Nationalist newspapers which would follow 
after it.

"The harp is new strung and shall, be heard".
(From The Masthead of the Harp. March 24. 1917).

J i
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In this thesis on the rise of the Irish Nationalist 
Newspaper, it is appropriate that this first chapter 
should be devoted to Ireland's first truely 'Nationalist' 
periodical, the suitably titled - The Nation. By 
looking at the founders of The Nation and the reasons 
that inspired them to publish such a paper, I wish 
to examine the function of the newspaper medium in 
promoting Irish Nationalist aims and objectives. 
Secondly, by examining the reaction of the Nationalist 
readers to the first issue of The Nation it will help 
not only to define the Nationalist audience of the 
day but more importantly it will help to determine 
the success of The Nation and of the newspaper in 
communicating Nationalist policies. 
the design and content of The Nation it will also 

useful yardstick in discussing the changing

In the introduction I have already mentioned the control 
which the English authorities exerted on the Irish press 
since the introduction in 1649 of the first Irish news
paper. In the second half of the nineteenth century the 
suppression of the Irish press took on a whole new 
meaning for the young romantic Nationalists in Ireland; 
to them the suppression of the Irish press and in 
particular the censorship of the Irish Nationalist press 
was in effect the suppression of the voice of Ireland 
itself. The association of the freedom of the press with 
the freedom of Ireland may seen a romantic notion but it 
was one which helped many of the early Nationalist papers
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The supplement drawn’"try John DiReigh and dated October 
8th. 1887 illustrates" "beautifully the real threat which 
the new Nationalist Press in Ireland posed to the 
English Authorities (Represented in the supplement by 
Arthur Balfour, Chief Secretary of Ireland at the time) . 
By reporting on attrocities such as those taking 
place in the background of the supplement the Nationalist 
papers could by clever use of words or images arouse a 
feeling of bitter resentment towards England in their 
patriotic and Nationalist readers.

The Nation was the first paper to truely express the 
Nationalist views and feelings of the Irish people. 
In a copy of The Nation dated August 18 , 1896 , the 
editor outlines the objectives of their newspaper.

to gain the support of the Nationalistic and patriotic 
public. "The weekly mouthpiece of our country" is how 
one reader described The Nation. The supplement opposite 
(pig.2) given away with an issue of United Ireland - 
the paper owned by Charles Stewart Parnell - it 
illustrates not only the close association of Ireland 
(Represented here as a strong young woman) with the Press 
(Represented as a flaming torch) but also illustrates 
the support which the National League (Represented as 
trusty Irish wolfhound) gave to both Ireland and the 
Press.

"We publish the foregoing in accordance with 
our policy of encouraging the free expression 
of political opinion among Irishmen".



Thomas Davis.

uharles Gavan Duffy.

cd

John Blake Dillon.
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Gavan Duffy, co-founder and editor of the paper until 
1855 states how The Nation came about:

j!

n

Re-issued in 1886, The Nation was originally founded 
on October 15, 1842 by John Blake Dillon, Thomas Davis 
and Charles Gavan Duffy (Fig.3) and published at 
12 Trinity Street, Dublin. When the paper was re
issued on January 2, 1886 it moved it's offices to 
90 Middle Abbey Street where it was printed by
J.L. Lalor. Today a plaque on the wall of Independent 
House (present home of the Irish Independent, Sunday 
Independent and Evening Herald newspapers) marks the 
site of The Nation's offices (Figs. 4 & 5).

In the extract below from the first issue of The Nation 
(October 15, 1842) the founders of the paper express 
their belief that The Nation and the newspaper medium 
in general would provide Ireland with an opportunity 
to voice its Nationalist opinion.

"After a long conversation on the -prospect of 
this country, I proposed to my new friends the 
project which had often been on my mind from 
the first time I met them - The establishing 
of a new newspaper which we three should own 
and edit. The editorship was assigned to me 
since I had the most experience in journalism 
but Davis was out true leader".®

li



(FIG. 6)
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’A hundred, thousand welcomes to you vivified old NA.TION.
May your banner float as proudly as it waved in days , of yore, 
We greet you with fond feelings of unblinded exultation— 
You were wanted in our.islands from her centre to her shore. 
You come to fill a dreary void too long that has existed, 
The sturdy voice of manhood will have utterance again, 
And the spirit, dead and buried; that foul tyranny resisted, , 
Will phoenix—like spring upward and proclaim that we are men.

M. i925-
111... ............................... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiiiiiiin.... 111....in.........1111111.111.................................... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiimi

LeAtAtiAc nA mAC-L6i5inn iBFffi 
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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In a poem submitted by a reader to an early issue 
of The Nation (Fig.6) the reader reinforces the fact 
that through The Nation "...the sturdy voice of man
hood will have utterance again.." to most of the 
early Nationalist editors and readers, the newspaper, 
'the invisible giant' as it is referred to in the 
extract above, was seen as the instrument through which 
Ireland could voice her Nationalist opinions . 
reason the harp - the instrument of Ireland - was 
adopted as the symbol of the new Nationalist Press. 
The harp had always been a symbol of Ireland but its 
reappearance in the Nationalist papers without the 
British crown which had previously adorned it (see 
Fig. 1) took on a whole new meaning for the Irish 
Nationalists. The image of the harp and in particular 
the image of Ireland playing the harp now became a 
symbol of Ireland's liberty and freedom. "The harp is 
new strung and shall be heard" was the motto used 
by the paper which was appropriately called The Harp. 
In a later advertisment for The Nation (which changed 
its name to the Daily Nation in 1900) Ireland in the 
form of a beautiful young woman plays the harp while 
the sun symbolically rises from the horizon behind 
(Fig.7). On the front cover of Young Ireland a paper 
issued by the Young Ireland Movement (a group of young 
romantic Nationalists which was also founded by Davis , 
Duffy and Blake-Dillon) Ireland is playing her harp 
to the cheers of the eager young Nationalist supporters 
in the foreground (Fig.8). Even in some Nationalist 
papers issued well into the twentieth century the image 
of Ireland and the harp is still retained in their 
mastheads and. sub-headings. (Figs. 9-11).
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/74‘—James Fintan Lalor.
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“ The principle I state and 
mean to stand upon is:—that 
the entire ownership of Ireland, 
moral and material, up to the 
sun and down Io the centre is 

vested of right in the people 
of Ireland.” sun

moon

Fr.ert* u-i J.roa

Second Annual Convention saa Francisco Walcomeshhe 
of the A.A.R.I.R. ............. . ■ 1

“EXTRA SODA”

PROINNSIAS 0 GALLCHOBH Al R.
In July, 1920, I had to go to London 

I was in .pretty close

the voice of an idea which is older than any Empire.
   ■ —P. H. Pearse.

— “On th» summit of Maoart’s Fort]
“ sn Cave Hill we took a solemn obli

gation never to rest in our eflorti 
until we hat! subverted the autho
rity of England over our country 
and asserted our indopendenoe."- 
.WOUFE TONE. 1725.

^bgroe

Valera 
down :

“ He is standing to-day as the res 
presentative of the older and worse? 
type of Irish leader,” my friend 
says, “ his personality weighs more 
than his policy', and he therefore! 
marks a retrograde step in the pcli-

PtlEF-’ mi

! Irish Question 
I .in South Africa.
|

I The following account, of Ore reception B>' 
of Madame Markievicz is quoted from ■?«

I ““The Irish Republic” (Chicago), May for lour days.

R1 9
1ft® fr..

as the agitator, the tearefi

S^tUc

Edited by Jim

Who is it speaks of defeat?
I tell you a cause like ours: 

greater than defeat can
know—

II is the power of powers.
As surely as the earth rolls 

round, •
As surely as the glorious

Brings the great world 
wave

Must our Cause be won;
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One of the novel ways in which many Nationalist papers 
illustrated that Irish Nationalism was indeed a 
tradition was by using the earmarks of the newspaper - 
those spaces beside the masthead which are normally 
reserved for advertisements (Fig.13) - to display 
extracts from the speeches of past Nationalist leaders 
(Fig- 14 & 15), By using this design element which 
I believe is unique to Irish Nationalist papers ,

Before the arrival of The Nation the only method by 
which Irish Nationalist policies could be communicated 
to the Nationalist supporters was through the platform 
speeches of Irish Nationalist leaders. In the 
editorial overleaf from the first issue of The Nation 
the editor states that the function of The Nation was 
to make the speeches of Daniel O'Connell (Leader of 
the Catholic Emancipation Movement) more accessible 
to a wider audience. This indeed was the first real 
benefit of the press to the Irish Nationalist cause. 
The Nation despite costing 6 pence a copy (although 
it could be hired from newsvenders for a penny an hour) 
sold over 10,000 copies per issue and had a reported 
readership of around 250,000.

One of the most important functions of the early Nationalist 
papers was not only to inform the Irish Nationalist public 
of speeches made by contemporary Nationalist leaders but also 
to preserve the words of Nationalist leaders of the previous 
generation. Irish Nationalism is a tradition; it gains its 
strength from, and is built upon the Nationalist ideas of 
past generations. "We are the voice of an 
any Empire." states Patrick Pearse in an 
hEireanr., published some six years after his death (Fig.12).
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Extract from the NATION (.Pag, 
20
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] NCORPOKATINC THE 

WORKERS’ 4 
REPUBLIC f

POUNDED BY I

James CONNOLLY $ 

i$th Avgust, 189S. 
SUPPRESSED 1916

THE PLATFORM AND THE PRESS

By T. D. Sullivan
Dear Ireland. they have helped, you well 
Tour chains to break, your foes to quells 
Let no man, home or foreign bom, 
Teach you to speak their names with scorn. 
You'11 need them till your work is done, 
Tou’ll need them when yours rights are won: 
Without them you were freed in vain, 
For soon would slavery come again.
Beware'. Take care’, through storm and stress, 
Uphold the Platform and the Press:
In hall and hut and prison den, 
It lifts the hearts and minds of men. 
What sends it forth to cheer and bless, 
The potent Platform and the Press....
!Wo things the desperate hates and fears, 
Though girt he be with guns and spears.... 
'Prf0 things still cause him sore distress, 
He dreads the Platform and the Press.

LABOUR.
„ The great only appear gret baecause 
■/■> we are on our knees: LET US RISE.

: Official Organ :
OF THE

Irish Transport &
General Workers.

Union.
1 — E»rm by —
1 CATHAL O’SHAHHOl
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one of the initial aims
. extension of the Nationalist

By keeping alive in print the ideas and words of Irish 
Nationalists who had died (see Fig. 16) and presenting 
them to the present Nationalist audience, the 
Nationalist papers themselves became an important part 
of the long tradition of Irish Nationalism. Just as 
the ideas and work of past Nationalists helped to shape 
the thinking of the next generation of Irish Nationalists , 
so too was the case with some of the Nationalist papers. 
For instance, James Connolly's paper The Workers Republic 
achieves a sort of immortality by being incorporated 
into the masthead of The Voice of Labour (Fig.17). 
The paper which was inspired by Connolly's original 
newspaper not only retained the motto of Connolly's 
The Worker's Republic (Fig.18) but it also claimed 
that it was still 'James Connolly's Achievement' almost 
ten years after his execution in 1916 (Fig.19).

Poblact na hEireann exhibits to its readers that present 
Nationalist ideals are an extension of Nationalist 
ideals of the past. On the right of the masthead in 
figure fourteen, Patrick Pearse, a twentieth century 
Nationalist elaborates on an idea of Nationalism 
originally put forward by Wolf Tone (on the left of the 
masthead) over a hundred years before.

I have already mentioned that I 

°f The Nation was to become an 
P^aProrm of the day. By inserting the speeches made by 
Daniel O'Connell into their paper, The Nation wished not 
only to appeal to its audience but to communicate to a 
Nationalist public who would have been well used to the 
medium of the platform. In the poem opposite (Fig-20) 
written by a regular columnist in the Nation, the author 
states that the new Nationalist press like the platform 
speeches of the day, posed a great threat to the English
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NATIONALISTS
OF DUBLIN

A solemn occasion calls yah out A TJationaT Demonstration is announced and placarded throughout 
your City. A ’National” Demonstration without your aggregate presence as Nationalists, is a sham. 
Large it may be and impoaing to behold, but without you. it dooa not represent the Nation. Nine 
months ago you came forth before in your numbers and might to do homage to National Devotion 
in the person of a Nationalist, alas! no more.

The remans of TERENCE BKLUJW JfMANUS wafted fifteen thousand miles over Land 
. mme here to repose for ever, among^you, you hailed them as augur from above of free

and happy days to conn
*ro f *" <ko“- 8 '^Itorough Stroat, on Sunday morning to taka your plaza In that

. *-cha J faboliaa “Plr*Uoa fw » part. no maltor how naail, of that froodom whlah la tho rtraaxn of your Ufa.
k SaUocal, va M Nadooa&ta mtxat taka our plaoo. carry tha qulat bad^M of our National

a«4 tiuraby «sur Ona mora ailont protaat affuinat tko usurpation of tha alien tyrant

»fis
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Authorities because of their power to "lift the hearts 
and minds of men".

The Nationalist public in the 19th. century would have 
been familiar with posters such as that illustrated 
in figure twenty-one, announcing either a meeting or 
in this case news of a Nationalist demonstration. 
These early posters printed using simply cut wooden 
type (Fig.22) for their headings influenced not only 
the masthead design of The Nation (Fig. 23) but 
influenced the masthead treatment of a whole generation 
of Nationalist papers (Fig. 24 - 27). If one compares 
the masthead designs of more conventional Irish papers 
of the day, papers such as The Irish Times or The 
Limerick Chronicle (Figs. 28 & 29) both incidently were 
Protestant owned papers, these Nationalist papers seem 
crude and almost primitive. By refusing to use the 
conventional Gothic typeface (Fig.30) which was the 
standard type style adopted by most British and Irish 
papers, the Nationalist newspapers were already 
expressing through their choice of type not only their

J
■

I! I
;■■ i

Despite this comparison one of the major problems faced 
by the new Nationalist Press was of how to "move" the 
Nationalist public through the printed word in a way that 
the speeches of O'Connell and Parnell did so through the 
spoken word. However, the problem was not just of 
introducing into their papers some of the elegant and 
powerful rhetoric of the great Nationalist orators but 
also to present it in a form which the newly literate 
Nationalist public could understand. In an attempt to 
overcome these problems The Nation like so many of the 
Nationalist papers around the turn of the century 
introduced certain changes in their design and 
journalism which made them uniquely different from 
conventional papers of the day.
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William Rooney who with Arthur Griffith founded The United 
Irishman in 1899 states the need for the Nationalist 

community to rebell against any influence from British 
newspapers; -. ,

■•H

individuality but also their rejection of any sort of 
British influence. The very distinctive masthead of 
The Nation (Fig.23) illustrates not only a rejection 
of English influences but also a total rejection of 
internationally accepted rules of typography. Its 
sharp and jagged hand-cut letters (obviously dictated 
by being cut from wood) are not only mis-proportioned 
but by placing the letter ’O'(which is taken from an 
existing case of type) in a sideways position, the 
masthead breaks two of the major rules of conventional 
typographic design. Despite its totally improvised and 
rather ugly letters, The Nations masthead is nevertheless 
an ambitious attempt to evolve its own distinctive style. 
So successful was The Nation's masthead that when the 
paper was re-issued it retained the same distinctive 
title which had been designed almost fifty years before.

I
"It was to exorcise the stave spirit of imitation from 

our people and rival their attention on what was 
beautiful and distinctive in themselves that Rooney 

set forth. So he wrote: "We must begin in our 
homes; we must make them National; we must make 
them Native; we must create a spirit that rids 
itself of the fashions supplied by British periodicals. 
Everything we use, wherever it is obtained, must be 
Irish..." 

(Extract fron Nationality June 11 Sept. ■uj

i V'I
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But no National feeling can co-exist with the mean 
and mendicant spirit which esteems everything English 
as greater and better than if it belonged to our own 
country, and which looks at all the rest of the world 
through the spectacles of Anglican prejudice. There is 
no doubt at all that the chief source of the contempt with 
which we are treated by England is our own sycophancy. 
We abandon our self-respect, and we are treated with 
contemptnothing can be more natural—nothing, in 
fact, can be more just.

. .......SI

•

GALUtiER-5

“ To'create and to foster public opinion in Ireland—to make it 
racy of the soil.”—Chief Baron Woulpe.

- —trX; -s ’ lEwmmm & 
The NATION -- ---- ,___TKJUTIOM 

■-—-■ ■ - - '------------------------------------------
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In the first edition of The Nation this comtenpt 
for British influence was also expressed (Fig.31) 
Because the majority of 19th. century Irish papers 
were catering for a Protestant audience, many of 
them became mere imitations of London newspapers. 
Not only did many of them adopt the eight column 
layout (Fig.32) first introduced by the London Times 
but some papers actually used the distinctive pink 
coloured paper used by several British papers.

i

In keeping with Irish Nationalist objectives, the 
new Nationalist papers set out to differ in any 
way they could from the more conventional papers 
of the day. If one looks at a conventional paper 
(Fig.32) and compares it to a selection of Nationalist 
newspapers, the obvious difference is one of size. 
Whereas the conventional paper uses the rather large 
but standard Royal size (20x25ins) the Nationalist 
newspapers are more of a 'tabloid' format. Some of 
the Nationalist newspapers despite being registered 
as newspapers are almost a fifth of the size of 
the conventional papers and resemble pamphlets more 
than newspapers. However, these very distinctive 
newspaper sizes were not chosen intentionally, 
because many of the Nationalist papers were often 
only minor printing jobs, the printers would often 
use 'off-cuts' of paper dicarded from a much larger 
printing job. In doing so the size of the Nationalist 
paper was really at the discretion of the printer 
as indeed was the whole layout of the paper. Because 
tne Nationalist papers were only small printing jobs 
many of tnem were produced by printing presses of an 
inferior quality to that used on a much larger printing 
job.
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fThe nineteenth and early twentieth century Nationalist 
papers also resembled 18th. century Irish papers in 
their choice of paper. Instead of the 'Newsprint' 
paper used in conventional newspaper production, these 
Nationalist papers used more 'bulky' and textured 
paper similar to that used in the earliest Irish news
papers. (Compare Fig.24 with Fig.l). Because of their 
heavy texture such paper would have been totally 
unsuitable for conventional newspaper production but 
their toughness made them ideal for the production 
of Nationalist papers. The type of paper used to 
print many of the Irish Nationalist papers was again 
at the discretion of the printer, although it was 
insisted that only Irish made paper be used (Fig.35) 
the choice of paper was also largely dictated by the 
printing methods of the day. By using wooden type,

minor job while in the background 
more advanced 'Rotary' press to 

In size, layout and print quality 
these early Nationalist papers resemble periodicals 
produced over a hundred years before (see Fig.34) 
This is not surprising since many of the late nineteenth 
century Nationalist papers were printed on presses 
that were practically unchanged from those used in the 
printing of 18th. and 17th. century papers. Because 
of this many of the Nationalist newspapers retain the same 
simple layout of much earlier papers, whereas 
conventional papers adopted an 'eight column layout'. 
Some Nationalist papers had as little as two columns 
of type - The Nation had four columns .

In the photograph opposite (Fig.33) depicting a 
printshop around the turn of the century, one can 
see how a primitive handpress (A Columbian model) 
is used to print a 
the printer used a 
print a larger job.
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A WATEOPOOF

(from a special correspondent.) 
(by telegraph.)

Vienna, Wednesday.
An important meeting of the Arbeiterbil- 

dungsverein, the chief Socialist organization in 
this country, was held last night in Gaudeuz- 
dorf,*a working class suburb of Vienna, for the 
purpose of discussing some recent phases of the 
movement. The union has branches and 
agencies all over the country, and embraces 
the most advanced sections of the Socialist 
party. It was ' started some thirty years 
ago, and has gained considerable influence 
among the labouring classes, having taken part 
in promoting strikes and otherwise organising 
workmen against their employers.

The society is regarded with a good deal of 
suspicion by the authorities, and is really 
under very close police surveillance. At all its 
meetings special precautions are taken to 
prevent disorder, and last night one of the 
most conspicuous on the platform was a com
missary of police. The principal business of 
the gathering was to discuss the situation with 
three members of the committee of a rival 
organisation, the Volksbildungsverein, which 
has about 2,000 adherents, and is largely 
recruited from among the shopkeepers and 
small tradesmen of Vienna and the surround
ing district. The Volksbildungsverein only 
dates back half • a dozen years. It aims at 
elevating the masses by general education, free 
libraries, popular science lectures, and the like. 
Its tenets are much less extreme than those of 
the Arbeiter Society, most of whose members 
are firm believers in violent and revolutionary
39

THE BLACKROCK MAIN 
DRAINAGE SCHEME.

ATTEMPTS AT RECONCILIATION 
PRODUCE WIDER SEPARATION. MEETING OF KINGSTOWN RATE

PAYERS. .
A statutory meeting of the Kingstown rate- ; 

payers, under the provisions of the Borough • 
Funds Act, was held yesterday in the board ( 
room of the Town Hall for the purpose of ■ 
agreeing to or dissenting from the opposition ‘ 
of the Kingstown Town Commissioners to rhe ( 
proposed Blaokrock and Kingstown Main ; , 
Drainage and Improvements Bill. A lai'- 
number of ratepayers were present, and 
proceedings throughout were of a noisy cl 
racier. •

Mr Isaac Molloy, M A, C T C, presided.
The chairman explained the purpose for I' 

which the meeting was called—viz, to appro' e ' 
or reject the resolution passed by the commi 
sioners on the 7th of January, to the effe 
"that the Blackrock and Kingstown Mai .. 
Drainage and Improvement Bill should t 
opposed, and t lat the Kingtown township rate s • 
should be applied to that purpose and for all th- i 
expenses of opposing the BUI, as provided by 
the Borough Funds Act, 1885.” There had 
been a surfeit of letters in the newspapers 
about the scheme. The complaint now was 
that they were polluting the foreshore by the 
present system, and he asked what would the 
state of affairs be if they had ten tons of solid 
matter thrown daily at a point 650 yards from 
the shore (applause). The scheme proposed to 
discharge the sewage of Blackrock, Booters- 
town, perhaps of Stillorgan, and part of 
Dalkey near the Sandycove bathing place ■ 
(hear, hear). He proposed a resolution approv- | 
ing of the decision of the Kingstown Commis-; 
sioners to oppose the scheme.

Mr John Myles, B L, seconded the resolution. I
Mr J L Robinson, who next rose to speak, | 

was greeted with a storm of groans from the ; 
ratepayers.

In answer to a question as to whether there I
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By the end of the nineteenth century the printing 
industry in Ireland was already enjoying the benefits 
of the industrial revolution. However, although 
mechanised printing presses had been well established 
in Ireland since the 1850's The Nation, like all Irish 
papers in the nineteenth century was still produced by 
hand-setting individual pieces of type into columns 
of text. (Fig. 36). Not only was this a laborious and 
time consuming job but because each letter or character 
was individually set, letters were often placed in the 
wrong position (transposed) or worse still, letters were 
often totally omitted (Fig.37). Sometimes because 
each letter was cast upon a separate metal body (Fig. 38) 
it was not uncommon for whole paragraphs of text to move 
during the printing process causing an effect such as 
that in figure thirty-nine.

as most Nationalist papers did, and because they were 
printed on crude printing presses the early Nationalist 
papers required a much tougher and more absorbant paper 
than that used to print the more refined conventional 
papers. This combination of crude wooden type and the 
heavily textured paper meant that the letters in the 
mastheads of many Irish Nationalist papers were not 
always properly printed. Nevertheless, these'half- 
printed' letters give the Nationalist papers a sense 
of urgency and immediacy, a quality which the more 
refined and conventional papers lacked.

In 1894 however, the introduction of a machine called a 
Linotype Casting Machine' (Fig.40) eliminated these 
errors and also dispensed with the laborious process of 
hand-setting type. First introduced into Ireland in 
1897 The Nation was one of the first Irish papers to use 
the Linotype in its production. In a copy of The Nation 
dated April 24, 1897, the editors of the paper announce 
the arrival of the new machine.

15
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for the travail they have undergone. 
We go to build up the nation from 
within, and we deny the right of any 
hut cur own countrymen to shape its
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Instead of setting type by hand the compositor now sat 
in front of a keyboard and typed in the copy, having 
done this, the machine then cast complete lines of 
type onto one body of metal. These lines of type 
called 'slugs' not only eliminated the problem of type 
moving during printing but unlike the individual pieces 
of type which became worn through continuous use, 
the 'slug' was used only once, melted down and then 
re-cast for every new issue. However, because the 
' Linotype'machine cast the metal type in one complete 
line, small pieces of metal would often build up 
between letters. If these small metal fragments were 
not cleaned away this surplus metal would actually 
print causing small marks between each letter in the 
text (see Fig.41). Nevertheless,these small defects 
did not really impair legibility and what with the 
advantages of a quicker, more reliable and much 
cheaper way of producing newspapers,which the 'Linotype' 
offered,most Irish printers eventually installed one.

I

"The advance of invention in connection with 
the printing trade during the last few years 
has given the compositor an exceptional 
advantage ....we intend to introduce the 
Linotype Casting Machine whereby one third 
of the usual cost of 'setting-up' a paper 
(the largest single item of expense in its 
production) can be saved".

By examining a variety of Nationalist papers issued 
around the turn of the century I found that they 
differed from conventional papers not only in their 
design but in their language and style of journalism 
they were also uniquely different. In The Nation for 
instance there was not only a strange lack of advert
isements but an absence in general of factual reporting



43

44

45

-----------------O----------------

The Awakening.

The Royal Family of England may be 
said to have taken np its residence on the 
French shores of the Mediterranean. The 
Prince and Princess of Wales, accompanied 
by Prince George and Princesses Victoria 
and Maud, arrived some days ago at Cap 
Martin, between Monte Carlo and Mentone. 
The Duke and Duchess of Connaught and 
the Princess Patricia arrived at Hyeres 
on Monday morning, and in the evening were 
followed by the Queen and the Princess 
Beatrice, who are to stay at the Hotel 
Costebellg until the end of April. The Duke 
and Duchess of Teck and the Princess May 
are also sojourners on the Riviera at Men
tone.

And I have dreamed me of a golden time,
Full of a nation’s reawakened vouch,

Pictured a sunny-vestured fruitful clime,
Lifted to Freedom, Energy and Truth,

Lifted to Light and Liberty—to wiold
An arm wherever Freedom’s flag unfurled

A haven to the hopeless and a shield
For- all the persecuted of the world.

—William Rooney

tinguishing fact of this war, he went 
on, is that great Empires have gone to 
pieces, and the characteristics of those 
Empires were that they held different 
people reluctantly together under co
ercion of force and the guidance of in- > 
trigue.” It is true the President was I 
referring particularly to the Balkans 
.when he used these words, but the- 
words are applicable to Ireland, as mil
lions of the Irish in America have poin
ted out to him during the last couple

47

Lord Decies, the British Press Censor 
for Ireland, who is now in America, 
affords the “exceptional facilities” to 
which the correspondent refers. “You 
can do no greater service to our coun
try,” says this “highly-placed Eng
lishman ” with the “ exceptional facili
ties” for learning the trend of Ameri
can opinion, “than by drawing- atten- _ ,,
tion with all possible emphasis to the 
bearing the Irish question has upon our 
relations with the American people. 
Those relations for the next hundred 
years will be settled during the next 
few months. They will be settled very 
largely, I am convinced, in accordance

; with what happens over here.”

i 42 
THE YOUNG MAN AND THE

NATION.
’Tis no light thing to move the 

mind of man. ’Tis no child’s play ; 
to wield the passions. The recruit 
must not seek to lead an army, nor 
the student to instruct a nation. 
Look back on those who have been , 
the mind-ehieftans in the civil 
strifes of Ireland—Swift. Lucas. 
Grattan. Did all the boasted pre
cocity of Irish genius abridge their 
toils? No.; a youth of hardest 
study, a manhood of unceasing 
labour, are the facts common to the 
lives of them all; and yet they lived 
under favourable auspices for indi
vidual eminence. Though the Irish 
leaders have not seldom been mi- j 
blessed with ancestral wealth or i 
dignity, yet the body of competitors ! 
for. political, power were of the . 
aristocracy; for they inherited a 
monopoly of education, that which . 
summons men to distinction.—Davis- '

do so much, and I have no fear for | 
the ultimate triumph of our policy. I 
I say ultimate because no man can ‘ 
offer Ireland a speedy and comfort- ; 
able road to freedom, and before the 1 
goal is attained many may have 
fallen and all will have suffered. ■ 
Hungary, Finland. Poland, all have

46

When boyhood's fre was in my blood

I read of ancient freemen,
For Greece and Rome who bravely stood, 

Three hundred men and three men;

And then I prayed I yet- might see

Our fetters rent in twain,
And Ireland, long a province, be

A Nation once again! ”

— Thomas Davis.
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By introducing poems and ballads into The Nation the 
editors wished to "lift the hearts and minds" of their 
Nationalist readers in a way that the eloquent speeches 
of Parnell and O'Connell had done so. Furthermore, 
because the Nationalist public - especially the rural 
Nationalists - would have been familiar with the ballad 
format, poems and ballads became a successful way of 
communicating Nationalist ide'als and objectives. Ideas 
and facts were also more practically conveyed to the 
Nationalist public by introducing a larger type size in 
the reading matter of The Nation?since The Nation had 
only four columns as opposed to the more conventional 
eight column layout, it could use a larger text size 
which would have undoubtedly helped the newly literate 
Irish Nationalists. The difference in type size 
between the text matter in The Nation and that of more 
conventional paper can be seen in the two extracts 
opposite (Figs. 45 & 46). Another device which The 
Nation and several other Nationalist papers used to 
aid and persuade the reader was to use 'highlights' in 
the text (Fig.47). By using a different type style 
and weight of letter, The Nation like the orators which 
it attempted to imitate could, by using this technique 
emphasise any word or idea which might evoke a response 
in its readers.

when facts are reported (Fig.42) they are presented 
in a way that can only be described as 'poetic'. 
This is not surprising when one considers that The 
Nation's founders were members of the Young 
Ireland Movement (a group of young romantic Nationalists). 
Thomas Davis, one of the co-founders was a poet as indeed 
were T.D. Sullivan and William Rooney who contributed 
regularly to The Nation. To the Young Ireland Movement 
poetry meant as much as politics and in The Nation, 
Davis often published poems and ballads written by 
himself or by other Nationalist poets. (See Figs. 43 & 
44).
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Sketches

ILLUSTRATION
BLOCKS

FROM

Photos

PORTRAITS OK

THOMAS MOORE, and
GERALD GRIFFIN, Author of “The Collegians,”

Are now ready ; and those of
O’CONNELL,
FATHER MATHEW, and
JOHN BANIM,

Are in the Engraver's hands.
Several others are in preparation.

Nation Office, 12, Trinity-street, Dublin,
October 14M. 1842. 59

THE EDITOR OF “THE NATION”
Has the pleasure of announcing, that he will commence in 

his Next Number, and continue at intervals, a

National (Sallcrj),
Containing Portraits of Distinguished Irishmen, Living and 
Dead, Painted expressly for this Journal, and Engraved by

MR. LANDELLS,
THE BEST WOOD ENGRAVER IN EUROPE.

plustration
[J Blocks from Photos or

'■ i Drawings for advertise-' 
ments, catalogues, etc.

Engraving cl
50, MIDDLE AB3EY STREET. DUBLIN

DUBLIN ILLUSTRATING CO., 
63 STH. WILLIAM STREET, DUBLIN.

48--------------------------------------- ------------------
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These supplements which were issued free with certain 
Nationalist papers were printed using a process 
called 1Chromo-Lithography'■ which was a popular 
reproduction process around the end of the nineteenth 
century. Based upon traditional forms of lithography the 
Cromo-lithographic process was specially adapted for printing 
inks of various colours and retained the same quality 
of print as conventional lithography. The supplements 
which were loosely inserted into the pages of the 
Nationalist papers were produced in two sizes, 10xl6J 
inches and the much larger 20.1x13.3 inches - The 
Nation often used the much larger format to portray

Distinguished Irishmen, Living and Dead' 
difficult to appreciate the impact of

Undoubtedly, one of the most effective methods of 
persuasion used by several Irish Nationalist periodicals 
including The Nation, was by inserting illustrated 
colour supplements into certain issues of their papers. 
In several nineteenth century Irish Nationalist 
newspapers which I examined I noticed several 
advertisements for illustration and photographic 
services in Dublin around the 1890's (Fig.48 & 49). 
Whereas illustrations had appeared in Irish newspapers 
since the eighteenth century it was not until the 
late nineteenth century that illustrations were 
actually used as a form of pictorial journalism 
and as a form of propaganda. The following printed 
supplements which I have selected from several 
Nationalist papers of the late nineteenth century 
exhibit how the medium of illustration and caricature 
became a powerful weapon for the early Irish 
Nationalist newspapers.
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these images when taken out of their original context. 
Firstly, the printed image would have had a greater 
power to convince the nineteenth century Irish 
Nationalist audience than it would have today.
Secondly, it is impossible to illustrate the dramatic 
way in which these colour supplements jumped out from 
the pages of the unillustrated and rather dull 
coloured Nationalist papers of the period. Nevertheless 
the following supplements are beautiful examples of the 
innate power of the printed image which the Irish 
Nationalist papers used to evoke the emotions of their 
Nationalist viewers.

Again in figue fifty-two entitled 'Unconquerable and 
drawn by Thomas Fitzpatrick (a cartoonist with The 
Weekly Freeman and The Weekly National Press) Ireland 
is again depicted as a beautiful and strong young woman. 
In the cartoon, Ireland is handing a club to an evicted. 
Irish tenant with which to fight off the invading English 
landlords. The images in the background of a deserted

In figure fifty-one, a supplement issued by Parnell's 
paper United Ireland and drawn by J.D. Reigh, the 
collective power of these supplements is illustrated. 
The supplement depicts an English politician called 
Mr. Goschen surrounded by a whole gallery of coloured 
supplements. The caption to the supplement maintains 
that the horrific effect of these images on the 
English audience is like the 'Horrors' or hallucinations 
which drunkards experience after the withdrawl of 
alcohol. The English politic an is surrounded by past 
supplements which illustrate the cruel deeds of the 
English in Ireland. Whether true or not, by inventing 
such incidents the supplements became powerful pieces 
of propaganda for the Nationalist movement.
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In another supplement drawn by Thomas Fitzpatrick 
(Fig. 53) the subject of eviction is treated more 
realisticly. Eviction was a popular subject for 
the Nationalist cartoonists because it was not 
only visible evidence of England's occupation of 
Ireland but it was also a subject to which most 
Irish Nationalist readers felt strongly towards. 
In this supplement England is personified by Arthur 
Balfour (Chief Secretary of Ireland) who is depicted 
as the 'Devil' responsible for the eviction of 
Irish tenants. The supplement is also a beautiful 
example of the subtlety of line and texture which 
could be achieved with the chromo-lithographic process. 
The supplement retains the quality of the cartoonists 
original crayon drawing which is not suprising since 
Fitzpatrick had a good knowledge of both the lithographic 
process and of newspaper production which he later 
combined to produce his own newspaper called The Leprechaun- 
The bleak atmosphere created in this supplement by the 
crayon texture and the dull green colour coupled of 
course with the image of a family huddled in the snow 
would no doubt have moved the hearts of the Nationalist 
readers.

cottage and a battering ram would have evoked sad 
and bitter memories in the Irish Nationalist 
audience in the nineteenth century. The cartoon 
image, the supplements title and the caption 
"You shall never want a weapon while this fight 
lasts" was obviously meant to both comfort and 
incite the Nationalist viewers of the day.
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