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; fIRSE contact with pavter was
» 1976  when | applied for a survmes
Job  as an Art and Crafe Shop assistant
Duckily this shop was cornected wth
TRish Powvter Istd. Since then [ have
b&f,eta employged by them & myy Spare
tume , dolng artuork and sometimes
etchif)g 5

k I must adimie that previous to
tis encounter I had pevez heard o{
pawter . Through this thess 1 hope <o
convey to gou ; what pewter sctuslly (s
(hot sStainless steel, 28 one lady tried to
persusde me /), s origw, and fually, tts
uses . Throughoue this thesis 1 wil be
particularly erested & the Soctal Aspect
of the vwetal | what kRund of people used
tt and for what puepose.

Due to the scarecity of mazerial
on old Irish Pewter [ researched
nto  Pritish pewter. DPecause of
che close Unk besweey [Reland and England
T baieved that ) douwryg so T would
gfwe, one Some 1dea. o{ e type o{ LOORE
which was done.




ShAPTeER.
| (hat is Fewter p



; Mt one tme pavter wss used
w place 07? all those moder nmnovations which
have supplanted & ~ block tin, electro - plake,
Nina, glass, rtNenoane oo Wipe out all
temg made o those materials from one’s
home andutheir place substitute the Same
or  spnlar. articles made v pewterk — ONL
then tbegins o realise what an enorRMoOUS
mdustry Ppewter ~ MARIDG wWaS .

Povter. does vot lend itself easuly
to d,z{initioﬂ, Te 16 one Of the oldestalloys
kpown to mankind, Adloys consisting at one
extreme  of more Uan a9% wun and at the
other of abmost EO0% lead can legitimarely
ve designated pewtes .

From tre late thimteenthl Centuly
wvo standard allogs cme o be adopted 19
(Destenrsy Ea.u&op@:

@) The ?Ist.: consisted of pure £
rempered by e addition of relatively Small
amounts  of hardening 2gents such as
copper , bismuth ok antumong). jnis was called
ff{,toa’ pawter,

(& Th.@ Seconcl was macle up of
ree Or four. PaRLS of tin to one of lead. .
Thiﬁ was Rnown AS (t&»&;) p@av-@:mz,.i

&Fmﬂ. about 1760, VaARLOUS EURQW
countaies begasn +O0 excclude £ Leg&m&; The
abgesnce o{. 1£ makes pewter COﬂ‘tplQ,’(?el&g 5&{@
fog, SeRYUL {ooc?{ ancl beverages wuthout
Mgm of PpotLsory . 5&19;305@@15 one of
the Rreasons for the {ALL of the Roman
Empice wass due o the Komans drunyking
fmm pavter.  goblets which contained lead.
Tseacl poisontng 5 hereditery dand $o caused



the children | (ater to become riders, (o
Mewe o meptal deficiency.

One {w&ﬁmﬁ d,(stma:tor) ReMALNS,
the methods of manufactune:

I Case pwmmom;

Ip the past, most pavterware
was cast, and today thexe (53.1&2(92,
MARR et .Po& st pavterware ; 1 addition
appendages sSudh ag handles, spoucs and
other. ornamentatior) daxe usually made by
casting aod thery atfached oy 50&1%*‘)‘9

@ The traditional haned casting
megnod 18 Rpown as gravifyy casting |
wheretyy the Ccraftsman carzfully pours the
moltey) Jmetal thto & Specially iy pw&md
mould ox die, This ts usually of gun metal
OR  1(rROW,

(1) Pressure die~casting 15 a modesn
mechanised form of casting 4 which the
moltery metal (5 forcedd by A pump Uho the
metal diwe. T permits o mach more wrapid
production nrate.

&) C@f}m%{ugﬁxi @@mg,ww ﬂu‘bb@,@_
moulels , 15 also Ppractisecl for. Smaller tems,
This w used by {){K&U’)g}f:o"’) Jz-wm_r@ﬁz&} Ded,
A compm@ based v ?omf&mgtom tohe
specialiSe ™ w%tv‘yg pewter jewellerly for
OCPORL

2 Spun Pawterivare:

Dnvter.  exceeds other metals o
duCﬂl% ~ i can be Stmetched] , Compressec
hamwmered and bent ww EX9)8) demd. Shape.

]




Wnlbire most metals, (£ does not harden weEh
WORRDYY 50 that anmealing is umecessary.
Aéivantage, 5 taken of these properties by
Spmning.

Suxrface Finish :

Whereas antique pewtex tends to
have a uniformly dull grey susface,
modery) pewterware 185 available 1y A rzange
of sSurface finishes.

v addition to the heavily embossecl
textire  available ( Some designs of cast
petoter,, CASt and spur {(tems sy bLe polished
or  buffed to produce Surfases RANGHY from
Mghﬂ.&) m&aﬁva t0 A Softer ‘sativy tecture.
Pootex can be gwen  an antiguee .fﬁﬂi&’h
Py Suttable chemical +treatment 2

Care of Pewter :

Pewter does not tarnish, wdh tinte
it mellows 1o a beantyul soft lustre, Wash
®t with warm Soapy water , RNSe and dry
with a Soft cloth. Jf 1t requires polishing
£ should be done wWwith a metal polush
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Poss'tbly the most anclent puce of
pewter known 18 Pwe t@’pﬂgm bottle’

O{ a&bgd.osl m %Hpt, datinyg ,me 15’00:5,6,
(fig1). Certainly it is well estabushed that
%ﬂw‘t@c metal was used extensively 1 Romean

The period of the Dark Oges veds
the usStory of pewter maNUfactule and
ussge {n Europe Flowevex by the W
Centuri AD. pawtern was beng widely used
v place of wood for tableware and other
household pusposes. Nuremberg was e
cemtre for PEWLEREKS 1 the Mtddleoé@w
From 1365 there wore OO MASERS of the
mA{"ti. The export of engravecl OrR etched
pewterware was consiclerable.

Tne caxlicst wrecordls of & medieval
CRAJE Gudd of pewterers ¢n Eusope
(wdicate that such an associdtion existed
w  the Pordeaux region of France ¢y the
cleventh. centuRl. During e vext three
or four ceneuries | other. guilds sSprang up
throughout Eumpa, 28 craftsmer) Ganded
together. to protect thetr craft Secrets, to
uphold psa.od,u,ctio@ standards and to
Regrlarise docial conduct /

The craft of pawterware procucton
hact spread 0 North Ddimesaca by the
maclclle o.{ the Sevepteenth century
WORRERS 1  pawter {Os«muﬁ‘g AP 1Mp0ﬂi‘tar)‘t
part of the cormvnun cties of that perwod.
Tm, craftsmes) of the 8o~ called Colontal
p@&wd j pmduced Stcih e,varayda&; itarns AS
bowls, Jugs, canellestick s, spoons ancl otheg

household g o0ods.




Pilgzim Dottle, %gpi’ /S00BC.
figd




The Years from about 1700 to 1860
Represented the peak period of use U9
pewterwvare for domestic ttems .

(kfm 880 cheap chuwaware
became avadable ancl this led o a decline
D the use of pewtemt

The Marring of Pewterware

The marging of pettesibars
wth ¢he makers private Mark | or ‘touch’
seens to ﬁ.&vz Oeery A custom o,g’ Q}CW
early origin . XNwreover < appears to
W derived orignally from. prRIVALE
mitiative snd 0 have beey epforced by
the Aacthorittwes only after the custom
hat become p:z,aﬁuc:&% unmersat. Pride
of cwtsmmship, plugd a desire <o be
a6 good as their fellow workers (n gold and
sdver, 1were wo doubt rResponsible for the
PRAGACE amowg pewlErerRs 1) the be@@rmi,ﬁ@,
But (& could pot have beew long before
the wneed for Protection dgainst f[raud
sclcled the support of practical utility to
A custom Gﬁa«ugu%ﬁm bg vwﬂ:y, ,@t AsyLg
gake the habit Seeoms 10 have Leen
practicallyy  unwersal whey the eazliest
ecoeds n the 13% ama 14X centuries begin
o gwe u$ defintte formatioy. The
MmaRRANg of peawterware became ool«»g&mcw
by Mt o ? Parliarment Eﬂg LM»«:L &)
1505  £hi5s was onlyj 9 ’L.a\a oAl In
the Imsh Statutes of 1697 it sard makers
are to have their, o) pmtwuta& ma&?za'
Digash w TFevaasay 174 s Lar of Poaliamant
for ‘the redress of Ce,az;ta.ug Abuses (p majzms




and.  brass’ stated that all
which. has not any sound and 1s
- metal without the pewterkeRks MHame
nped thereupoy) , the same may be

deemed  bad pewter ancl seasable by the
e, 2

LXt [R5t notiiing more beyond
e tmakers wmuials and a1 ornamental
OR  heraldie device | framed, (v a Clrcle
o & scroll was wused. ‘é“ft“’ﬁ' Many changes
W the rules the manress full pAme was
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_8eneral History
Peoter achieved populsrity
onrly n late Roman Pritety. The advent
of British pewter manufacture was the
result of a confluence of favourable faccors,
amongst which the exploitation of Cornsh
tw) deposits 8 Perhaps the most UMPORLANT.

commentalors dealing with the
Sources of the Empures tw speak onlyof
NV, Spain, fHowever from DD £33 Cornwall
became tmportant forzv t;'ta~and6{ng. Ti—us
was due to the collapse o{ the Sp&s‘»im
Mines and the increased demand for
xrich cotns called ‘antonwmiant’. This
periodl from. the macl- third to the mud~
fourth century appesrs to have been most
PRrRoSperous for Pritish. tan ~ mining.

Other  factors plaged an
ﬁﬂpo%ﬁ&ﬂt’ part 1w Sturit Aturg the pawter
wdustry. Tn Romasn DPrucain tastes and
{&511&0?“95 wene moulded anew and the
demand for Magh quality and eves lLiscurious
personal and housenold [iet(ngs, grew
Widl&j under. the m;‘uu&ﬂce O-gf R@ﬂ“@ﬁﬁ&ﬁ@ﬁﬁ-
Romano ~ Pritish. Fewter conswsted of
plates, dishes, avers, jugs, cups, bowls,
sSpoons etc,
The distribution of Romano~

British pewter 18 most uneven. The grear
mazjom‘}»t@ o{ MAJOR cliscoveries, wgr Y
PO a-f ﬂ'\‘05& ) bcnd.om, have. been
Conceyytraredd withty & bele of land approxumately
Sxxt@ miles wide CrOBSg Central Southery
Engl@f}ci, withh & Nordwrt) bowﬁdmg {'r{.om
Phatland BuL to Toowestoft.




The manufacture of 51}111312, articles
of peawter would not have presested Ser1ous
problems ¢ Pritish craftsmen. The low
melting and fustng pourts of ty ancl Leacl
teant that the alloy would have been easyy
Preparect by he.&tm‘g cructbles o hearths
Susroundecl by coal gr charcoal . M\ost
c}asbééag resultect 1 o Rough product, ancl
1° 2 - Was corunon jpwt{.ce 1o fuysh cirCular.
objects o a lathe t9 Remowve Unperfections.
5i,mplz decorations wenre sometings
adeledd  w c&&tiﬂg o lates wweh a chasel
or a file (igzy

When the Romens evacuated, and
with the colapse of National Trade and
communications pewter disappeanrecl uryel
well  after the Norrmans had taken ®oves.

By the sixteenth century , pewter
had become a possibility for all households,
ancd  wills of that time show that eved
the poorest would own A treasured Spoos)
o1 even A salc.

Nt the [Restoration , styling end
thsﬂkmghip were at theuz 3@%& , Al
sometimes tankaeds, plawes and dishes were
skilfully decoratecl with 3ig~R88 wrigglng.
é%ws @W‘ge@l Swdftlyy - Puce iy the geow,gm
Foroicl competition from other viedia
increasect. Poavter was being solely pressed
by pottely, pom‘mﬁo, brass ancl latterly
by s own Offshoot Pritanmia detal.

he stitntiony  of [mperial Measuse
1w 1820 and e openwg of & great many
pubs theresbouts (national policy to wean the
populace off the eroding g to more



Decoration on Romano-British Feaoter
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wholesome beer /) combwed to stumulate
tracle emommously . The upsusge of demandc
Jave rise to a very AttrACtIVEe RANTEC 0.}'
pub pots [rom (820~ 1890.

Britannia metal ereasingly took
over becausde (£ was (ess QKP(?A“)S‘(:UG to wonrk,
usSecl  less metal, was more durable ancdl
ehcouragect mone uses for (tself.”

The FPrwteress Company.

By W70 the pavtewers had
obmiwecl, A gh&a‘tm. En@(li,sh &1103 and
crRaftSmanship were supleme | under e
control o.F WhAL waAsS Rpown as the
Powterers Company.

The Compary sec up strngent
Mggum»w'fs fora’. the gooci government oﬁf
the C&&{“{;, Members were wot allowed
to go o law with each other, bur nad o
refe their differences to the Court of the
COTNPAIIYY - Standanrds of C{Lﬂé*_'ui,’(‘@, botn @f,C
workmanship and alloy, were secup. In
earlier cdays these, plus ROuURrRS amnd methodsg
af WORR. | were S 2 tly enforcec, .

AL this tended towands the
Mwm«)t amcl up “mmﬁg of that ’E«r{gh
mpu{:&té@@ twhtch Emg tish. FPaweer had
achteveel .

Contemporary hzﬂgh,t' S  throw
wpory the apprentices Poswion U & general
Mc;a%,@tioﬁ of all trades ([yomclory 1747)

" Making of pewter consists chefly

of two PARLS 1

1. Melting , GSting , turNnNg, which (3
one pensons business , e harder worr




and not 50 hualthyy .

2)' Hmnwu:r)g anct ptau')ishfn‘g which
18 ‘MOtheﬂ.; one wonrkimary but sSeldom
dowmyg 4l the operdtions.

Ie 15 an ancient, useful trade.
The planshing part 15 reckomed &
pretty employ fom o Srart gyouth, u)’tﬂl
whort mustt be give)d &85 &9 apprentice
ot 1265 than £20, whose working hours
pro from 6~8,

Having made his deciswon 1o
become A pewterer | the 1lad looks about
for Some master caaftsman willing €o
tare um A5 A apprentice . Ouh A one
having been found he 18 duly bound
for a period of seven or. oRe Aears,

During his apprenticeship he
Uyes with his master and generally
is Subject to strict dwcigive His
term of worRk betng dady completed
and before he could set up bustness
for hunself , he hasto become A
{:RZ&ZW\&‘I’) 11y the Colng_ﬂmg,(ﬁaqzm
hstances Are v Records of wonwy)
becorung  {Reewomen 19 713/ 11) .

Tn order to Acqt.u:m flis
tonchmar e hac to mare applcation
4o court Jor it. Degore s leave 13
granted he appears before & COURL
of people he hacl been woRRLNg fo= .
Oes Jurgnere proof M’!ASSAg oR 'test
Pt}zca' 15 RecLLup:QcL to juclge huis
1 ORRMBNENLP
Towa&ds the muddle of the 18%

century e kapaﬂ};jﬁ'f’é’iﬂi th thetR owr)



Powers  began to wane. The mrdusvry graduslly
declined  after A valiant record of Uears
Of uUSefullness >

Trems macle :

Roazher than gwe a boring
account of what type of pewterwarRe WAS
W each Year 1 have ¢riecd to -piclz.
ifferent (tems which appeal to me and
tRace thetr history
Domestic Tablewaxe !

In the days of Quuen Bess, a
wooden bowl »n (which 40 Serve the Stew
wouldcl Jr'umish A Hewly~ weds pantay.
Pilﬂgags were {oxz%zg ancl the sheath ?aﬂi{e
wWwa$ (pr&opaﬂy for. each course 1 the state
banquets. 1Jooden plates [or each guest were
becomiry fashionable 1o Rreplace thesguares
of cosrse breacl. Powter. was the drinyizing
vessel | ancl Matusally ¢t begasn o weplace
the platter. a5 well until a ‘garnish’
became he teerm Lo c}_q’f{jr)o; & complete Set
of & dozew each platters, flat bowls and
small plates.

fh the ?6’&’ C@@tmg A boost
was given to pewter by the detesmmimed
effort which was macle o climonate
{‘W b@ (3’)5’115?:@8 O@th& use o.{, pewter
pots of Stemped capacity ) tavesns.

Because of the cloSe control
exercised over mombers pewterers guilds
were s¢ery by State &M cwic suthorities
a8 bewg oslles w the struggle o ensure




that all wvessels used for retailing of
We, ale and beer were of full capacity
The multiplicationy of taverns had A
cecisive ¢ffect upon the trade ; as carly
&S the late 17’Cceﬂtunzy some [Dondon
Pewterers were able to specialise » the
manuf&othte of tavery pots, by e (g
Ceptury this ‘branch of the trade was
PRE- MBIt

Even the shape wWas Sometumes
specified . In 1875, one Roger Ffawrsfor
wAs forbiddeny by the Courc of Lssistants
to mare any more of his Spectal wine
pots ~ g &yf:o& that by their 8&1@:@.&:& breadethe

1w the mouthe , & shortenes ft}wwughom”

there appearethe s manifeste deceite &
measure to all other queenes, madestes,
subjectes wreceyving wypnhe -

The Bretish pewter. {ndustryy was
only , Sawved. frRom m,ngt collapse by the
contimeled sale of beer pots to public nouses.
Paotes pots , 'ba{_ﬁg cast, could be macle more
accurately] to aAppRrRoved Sealed mesdsures
tha could ecarRthenware Mmugs- jmcﬂmd the
publicap’s mose frequent complaint was
that S0 durable were they that customess
stole them |

X ; Ref lectiorn on the tume wWas giva;;»
by & young ,@mmmp Quarez loaging
o Tsondon am 1796, The family with
whom he resided sent ocut 4o one of the
AuUMEROUS Lap ~hoyses {or a pmtﬂ"thg
€ap~ house man gends his SerVANHEC wh &
to your house s 2lso provides mugs.
They s2e aways mede of paovter,snd have

26




the ownezs® pame engraved on the siude .
E\"Z’fj momjt'h(g the servants from the
tap-houses go round and gather 1 ther
Nnugs whiah they swing on A learher
STRAD Aand carry on their shoulders
home.
The Rough usage doubtless
Caused many caSualEies Among £he Ppoes
8Ok 1E WAS commor) prastice forR a
Re~Shaper. of hardwood o be provided
by e PpPewcerers whern a4 BRge guantdy
cf pots were supplied .
| The mose desirsble set of early
tanrRarkds were v e Stuart Perrod
(1665 and latew), which are of squax
cytndrical form, with. A flattish, hinged
cover and oenamental thambptlece. Trequently
the drums are decorated with. conventional
scrolls , tulips , artichoRes and fleur~de-Us (fig.d)
Towards the end of the 17%centusy
there  1were sore wvery attrac tive ludless
tavert mugs, the body Wwss squat Ancl
tapering 4“5@&1@ sharplyy towards the top.
This early form of lidless tavesn pot
oftet) wth hooped bands around the body
Seems to have bPeen made oOves about A
25 pyear period. (f.4).
Nbouwe 1685 the pewterers meroduced
a domecd cover, which  graduaily superseded
otho _gor;z_ms’ So that by the tury) of the
' century the flat cover hatdl virtually
dtsapp@@gﬁd Thmmplm of the 6(1%&%:
tamrards were of a prRedomunately Slm
'RamShorsn 4Yype .
In  the @_ung Lenne and Georglay
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examples the (Wshom’ SWB evolved
thto & caller ‘Scroll’ and later SHIL the
Scroll  became more like a. curved chairback,
% which Pame (& 15 How knoiwn 6. The
Heorgan examples Wwere almost, wvariably
Rollow cast and terminated n & ball’

O  fishtad , both seem to have appeared
before 1725, but whereas the ball con timued
“P  to the end of the centusy, the fishtail
Rarely appeared after 17850 .

Ic was towards the end of the
century  that the domed covee was
dropped. and (rom that time onwands the
Mmajority of drRinRing POLs weee lidless .
The body styles of the late 18%@@@@8
Udless pots hacl been identical wipn those
of the Wdded examples they hNAad
Superseded |, ut othes shapeds rAPLdly
&pp@ﬁad Apd ran Cosjﬁ'_@mpouz.&m&@n.w@,ﬁ*

EVW&%&&J tanRards wore Replaced.
by puwt and Nalf~pint glasses. There was
& growitg public preference for Ughter
beers wrather han the daskes portors [
Doople now Ure tor see the bright clear
conrtents hrough the Stdes of the vessel -
Thas change came abourw (850 . <%

184

Measures:

77&@5’@ {@ﬁow much. the sanme
history as the tanRard , being afpecred
by the regulations conceantng capaciy
W@Qs‘, Measures from 660 onwards
are of baluster fomm, with a {lat hinged
Cover and pwdacf,{.wg éhum@g:x{ece, The
design o+ these messures cChanged as time

-y



went on

) Simple ‘wecge’ or triapgulas
appendage | placed at the hinged portion |
of the cover ({i3) |

e, 1ottn a ‘bgﬂl’se,t upen the u,mdge“ |
shaped  section. (. 5)

(W Wah 4’ hammernead iyng across
the wedge (g s)

Cé’/ Next the ‘bud’ a name supposed
€@ mdicate A  Ureness to buds sprounting
‘FR,O‘I“— A s, Tn»z,s pm’(ic:um mLunbp‘iece
was  wsed 1) conjunctwn  with & pointed
arRowhedd’ Shape w0 the hinge~ preee
which  flaud Slag on the cover E&g‘g)

The thandles of the foregoung
Styles were of plan, curved f[osm, withowt
orpamental wrmemal., v the very) earliest
the base of the handle ficted close to the
body , but as Ywr body Sgyle becanw shorter
and  fateer , so too did A change come abowe
{:Vj the MAFIER o{, FLQLﬂg the handle fi(f::»‘@h?
and  the tody . This cemarned a constant
fearure  for Al {ater <ypes o);’. aluster.

o0 Tm ext §fashion &) thumbpleces 5
he ('alow‘&@ voliice’ So called because of s
ikeness to e tops of classical archutectugal
coluwmmns . 1t had a Ul appendage <«
the shape of & fleur ~de~1lis and the handle
termminated with a large balr, (¢ also
prejected from  the body by a StRUT which
was cduamond Shaped at the pornt of
pxtuse . G‘Q’b}

Measures of baluster. form <vere

made 1o conforn o the Ugud requirements

[gh
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en  » force. The pots,soformed, were
sealed on the rRum W acapacitay marx?




add Midmlts Brutish Paoter
Leﬁf‘) oard L:ock 1468)

Chaistophon Ao Peal ' Dret’s cottect Prixish
M (NW“”" Jmold Golour Ruiblications,/977)

HOde H Comu om pewrter; ws mokegs,
and  marrs, (Lo,,dm 1963).

ol gl ]
Muchaeles

T John Haconor "M wistosy of Pritish Puwepr!
Chondery, Dengmans, 1974§







The ealy history of the
pavterers craft (n Ireland is shrouded
Almost umpencteanle mystery. Wheseas one
5¢es the Pawtmwﬂs 8u,ild5 of I>ondon, yom,
el ECli,f)bu;zahl doverned by (S ow) Masters
and wardens et po such guild that s
Rnown, existed for the pawierers in Treland.
The ecantiese rReference to Pavter
WaS & hoanrd 0{ Over. two thousand pewter
tokens  which  were found ) a 13™ century
Pt Winetavern Street. The tokens have
been &)WW as rtended for  circulationy
by tavern keepers AmMong theix customers and
theyy appearz o date to the period tmmedistely
, pzzec@dmg the weroduction af the reound
fartning by FEdward 1 & 1279, Torens of
this type weke previously kmowsn from small
hoards and smgle Specaimens .;:Owﬂd,liﬁ’ﬁ Pritais
 France bue the Woyetavern Otreet cache
comtauned the largest number. ever discovered.
The Majority bear A figure sulyject, humass
or animal, on ove face and an ArRMorAAL
device on the othewr . [he 5&&@@@% include a9
cceleStastic with & cromler vy one hand ard
the other raised v blag@“é,ﬂ(g , & pilgrim wah
Staff asnd Scrip hotding & cup to his lps, an
ape with an apple, a pelicarn and pairs of
confronted birds.?

The firsc mention of pewtes €o
be found () WRNG WS v fc'fw sccounts
of the Friory of the FHoly 'I'?um@ at Christ
Churer, Dublin. It stased that “the cablaware
was made of pewtes | Walter, the Soldsmiﬂx,
(A p&id dd. for marwug wwelve clishes, twelve
plates twelve Sauce -VZSSe{S and two large clthSI




the cose of which was '7g, ! These accounts
WeRe forR the years 15557 to 1546
11” Dublt:ﬂ the pewterors .Fomnect
Ofie of the trades comprised the Guucl
of ’61’1'0‘{;)‘\5 2 7716 ci%j CORPORALLON LUERE
quite gtrict ) Thetlr Rules corycerm ing the
SAH?: of pewter: Thow recozds of 1556 -
= Ordatned that mo pewterer  brugng
Pewster to be sold , out of Eﬂgl&f’)c{ OR.
ZL{f@wha‘Qe 3 bat%‘)g o {Reeman of this
Cityy |, shati sea 91 o)L his pewter
tdl  the sSame be bRought trte the
C;OWﬂOVJ ’E"‘%&M, therg to be 3old only
Uy Gross o TFhreamen of this ciyyupon
Pan of Jorfuture of all such (ares
as  the forelgr pewterar shall be
founcl Selling  contrary to ths
orcer | the One hall to the $per arel
tncer. snd  the other hall 1o the

/

Twﬁu% I~
Théﬁ were Also copcerred thac
the peawter beng sold would e of high
C{u&i@% Clawses from an act, 1697
L AU) Néu} p@wt@’& vessels arge ta be
Oj: as good ,Fima metal &S those
cast tn  [oondon.
(9 Atollow ~ wares of lagy metal
2RO o be according to the azzizes
of lay metal wroughe vy Loondon).
(1) Makers are to have Thelr own
particular  marks,
vy None to have f[alse beams or
wg,i@m‘ig S
In Corr the paoterers formed one

of the trades comprisec. vy the Guitd of




oldsmiths —~ a8 can be 5u®hH frOM B9 EXLRALE,

dated May SPT 1656°
— “bramiers , Pewterers, founders,
plummers, 81&Z-i£€25 ,3acklers ,up'f‘wlﬁ tereRS,
and the Uke’ =
(ncorporated. by the Mw.s‘taﬁ,w&adens,wd
Company of the O octetyy of (goldsmiﬂls
for the City of Co=2. The pavterers
formeel an  umportent ndustey vy Coo=
Auring the Seventeentht and eghteentht
CONEURALS - There t8 DO direct eviudence
that the othex wWOWNS & Treland belonged

o Such CORPORAELONS: One onky =eads of
o of Ring Jeomes

Youghat, where
I ‘gach @L‘L’ﬂd was 1o have &
conyenient place fo% Assemblyy
and  every émm may) pearly
choose O mastez and oo
WARdensS , whoe age €0 oxeeRCUSE
the offwe for o€ year and$no

moRe., —
X8 A resuls of tus a Compart) of Hammersen,
CO’v'f“v;jf&i&sfm{g ng ga%défm S , bb:\.\,c%wm%.:ﬁw ;
; Sﬂnw';@ ORAD s ey LOCR L 1ﬂ£c"-ﬁ,@o‘@;‘;¢2d
5% Sept. 1657

¢
g

J

Tecladd WERE

Ty 177 14— @‘it& pwiﬁi@ of 1@@
wanrsed &Smst buyt"g countesfect pewtes
4RO cravellers chapmen ’émcL oehers. xS &

@ @9 m‘mf(—.ipﬁﬁj e Cﬂ.{, “e

weadt  Of chese
“le o ?) Ijﬁﬁiﬁh Peowrter that has COnL
Enpiist off WeEvess high qualiy

dausr) *e0  © !
metal Qute &

N made [rROM the [est
th@ty of - £he goms modle WeRe e Wit
to Hecome cebel shot. ,

Trish Frouse

J5 %0 oxqract {ROM™M e




Oﬂ gom"‘{Ot}s Journal , Novembez Ist, 1785 |
eationy of the manufacturers of
blocktiyy (n Treland. Stating that
FWWg to the great impontmmﬁ
of Rouen, Buzgund&] and
etlles ecarthenware , the trade
_.9f the pewterers {s at a standstill —
T/his Must have tbeen a slight mgge&am
becavise acco@ding to A Lse of IrtSh
Pewterers  guven oy Royal Soctety of
&ﬂﬁqu&am of Ireland there were sull
people practising thewr craft, long aftes
that date. For example , one James
Fuvood | pewterer, of Dublin, was mentioned
as only starung o 1777 . However
despite these newcomers the beawterers
trAcle everntuald l& died out.

Jtems made

In order to Jive ore some
tdea of the type of workk which was
produced. by the pewterers o Jreland
I pwmd. Some of the pileces on display
y  the National Museuwn and had a look

At Lheone.

1. _Bleeding Bowl (fig7)
This 8 from the late 57&02:?}*&%,

and  was found neax. St Patrick’s Cathedral.
What a gruesome wremedy/ Iny days gome
by , <t wass vwught thsc U, ore bled the
pAtien € £ would relicve the Sickness. v
th(s particular model here are every
measuring Unes , by which quantity cowdd
be controlled | Tﬁﬁéj AR vesy SumuaR. (1




e ——

Dleding Bowl (f1g.7)




ti’::cpjf o what (s ROIOW ) as A :poﬂﬂ.iﬂae‘l',
WAS used to hold brotr QKSQU-QLG@U

2 Jor 5@39 (fig-6)

s was made wy 17185 b
Jz’h'”, HW%, & pawterer and bmmo{:’{
Dlwtu’j. ﬁe Was warden aof the Guild of
Smiths 1w 1967 There is Something
about this R ~ stand which does ot
appeal to me. [ feel that it {s atmost
too functional to 4he extent thot &
OPPEARS 1o have nearly (gnored the wonderful
Wnes and curves which pewter can have.
What saved this, | believe, are the ittle
rRound  fece. They add a touch of humous’
to this Rathes 'heavy’ plece

Qdso sthown are his 'toua
MBARRS,

3. Disn Uig.9)

Q’WL@@' CLAJ@F&, A pewterer
of Waterford , macde this dash. It 'ié"f 2oNL
the late (151&, century and was
probavly owe s Set | or 'garnish’ as |
have &Lﬁ»@&dgj mepntioned. . 7 tove the
simpliciy of design in this desh, &t
tis stage pewter wal possible to acquwe
by avnyone of REABoNable Means, I can fust
tmagine & Row of these, glittering oo

the cresser.  shelf. :
Mlso shown are s 'tuch

MARRS .

4. Sprit Measuses (figlo) Fi
- ‘& et Q} Severy Spwret
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pewterers of Corkr. This

v

5 the first desiwgry 1 have seeyy which

5 sp ec‘*ff—c«ﬂlg IRasiv? Je woas alse R OLOH
AS t"\.@ haajsta‘:’}{ ; o 1132\2651:2‘2 ‘rlle&Sulze.
O‘[ A unique  form , this measure

18 SO~ called, fOR. t5 likeness to +he

Round contwal topped  haystacks founyd
at  that time 'I-Ewg may e found
D Seyen Stzes | as shown, feom the
Im?‘z’urél Fallow M?)giqg down to the
hALf' 5{,11/1'131{ Hogg s . The MajorAty were
made Yy Austen and Son (1820 ~40 ) or
by thetr Suctcessor | the Munstea
TromworRrs,
Aonother. pueey  Trish form. of
Mmeasure  was the hasclless balustes , whuh
Seems to have beers made only w )Cowz.
Small Sizes )  half ~pint, gl (hoggin) nalf
gul  and quaster gill.

S Iwo ~handiled Cup. Communion Cup. G@"}
The wwo~handled cup 1was

made 19 the midl 194 Century) by Campbell
anck Co, » Belast.

The Communion Cup 8 from
the 18% century. [Rish chalices, ususlyy
found {» pairs, afe quite distunct,
having & Darkow , almost gylindarcal,
vertrecal bowl &nd A wide hollow case
Stem. with A& sStepped domed foat,

6. Spugp Baox Uig1) ,
he size of this ealy 19 entury prce

MLRacted Mme- (?hotogrwphp twice actual Size )
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PReandin &' Riorasin " Vining ~Matievas
Qub 99)

2
}'{meL-H,Cotﬂz@u " Trish pewterers”

Jous . Royat. Seciety of Dytiquasies of [relaod,
Vol &7, 1917,




~Hodenn Peiocen.

. mf) pavterivare | &8 we
; )y 8 Comss 1AL
A tl-,\e, Ne tdexzdmto ﬂ:;aye oalg&;z;:t?d
of 1hus Century . From these = Spresd.
"—"'-RDughOu,C Emoch and to Noran Nemerica .

’ ~ Pavten is best lefe o form
and lme for. wts beauty and, anless a veny
W‘ Gevge metal 15 used large flat surfaces
oRe tmpractical . Curved susfaces’, grooves,
domes and flares can be plarved for use
Where  greater. strength 15 needed .

Theze 18 a GroOwing
AARENCES ©f pewter. products {1 Ixeland and
they a=e i &ﬂcmg}.st}}@ cdemand for a variety
of purposes.

Moderry [rish Pavtea s 2
thRWing MAUsStry Wdh  two major centres
t,'«?) éowﬁwm Iretasnncdl. One W &M&lﬁﬁg&&

Co. Westmeath 3nd the other <y [imold ~N\oone,

Co. Kildare, #he difference between therm being
their  methods of manufacture. A6 paet of
MY eesis 1 visued both ﬂ;«.mt@ws w0 find out
whae 15 fé.aqmm for the produtetion Q{
medersn I[rish Paoter.

Touchmarrs :

Nowadays it 15 not compulsory
w Ireland <o touchmarik. OMEs peLoter.
However y order o (7o ) comply
W Qe@wt&*&:ims 1 Oether @wﬂtmés e
craclition 15 Rkept on. A point woet
poting 15 thet i@btfzﬁ}w).g & LouchmMarks
muse be ©of equal hetght,

Fan



::e/mntqj:l/ prjects. M\r, Paddy Coutins s
; 2g directorn and 1t was he whe
W)dl&—} Showeel hmM@uﬂd he ‘Fg&mg{@
There 8 a very strong Lnk
to @M&ﬂ pawm with Me @vm‘c}m Dors
or the bBoasd, himsclf, an estadlished pewtex
Manufaceurer v Gepmany, This was o
VAZ% wise mov@,gm‘mﬂ ‘b@ﬂ:ﬂg the hMome
Of pavter  wnere only the highest qualiey
peroter products sze assured of success, I
also ledd to the possibility of special (sed
LR g of é’ics. mainly unskilled stafy o
g«mf}g which lasted for nine wontchs.
@{pmt from. the cgfz.mpihg [rish
markee the pewterware (8 sold to Scodand,
Wales, Holland, Germang, LLE. snd Canads.,
eeport accowmting forr 6O0% of Sales.

Methods of Production
Th&g cast pewtem 18 made up

of &» allgy of G5% Tin , 37 ‘A@”Mﬁj’wrﬁg and
2% Coppes. Basically the process s as
follows :
1 The operator agsembles the hot
mowld, parts togethex . These sne the same
tempersture 85 the mticma metal S0 a8 to
avowl crpcking, Metal s mm’ o LOOo°C,

92, The moule is clgnx;pad. » A fRame

7



and .
e moleen mocat 18 poured (415,15)

B0 S I s lefe to ool and the amount
Gme  allowed for. this depends on thickness

of uld : ARE
£  mo . TH.O.‘Y) the mould s taren ap
o Reveal the new casting

, pROd.thtiofj from that pomt o
s based 01  pasticulag asrticle -

Candelapaa. :

’AV, Kssemble tase, sams and cups )
soldertng (fig ) ana (figs)
5. Polsn, wash, fimish snd {uoallyy paci.

Bearers
: L. Cast Lesker 18 trReated wuth chemical
to give 1€ & muted coloux.

5. Peaker 18 vow tuzned o0 a wood-
lathe +to give he wims and wside o glstening
sheen (figt)

6. The prece s stamped  checRed and

Th‘?’ first GeaRerR was cast o Dg) 165
1994, (fi17)

Tm whole operatcon magy Sownd
aiu,i,m simple on paper  but hasinyg seew it
1 believe w to be one of tense CoO~OPeRILLoT),
My dmpression of Mullingar. Povter was one
of & hyhly organised small industryy.

Dw@@ wy Naallingar Pootes :

Tsoonring &£ the range of goods
procuced T feel that Owl Metalware ge
Achieying what they SeL our o do ; making
what the country RnNOwWs %md wants, theh
to lead tn Hew, distinctive Styles of equal




Near M-ﬂ«lu—.r)ag& 4
of Joms ana cio

NINACHOISE 1was erected.
690 A.D, 1oas as - e
5 - = damaged in the followung

turws |, and pow only the central pillag
and  ome ArRm gemaing,

~ The designes of this seaics was
pfulb? gooci, dchitect amyel director o the
£1R P ?ﬁ 8 amazing the amoumnt of detail
whieh < capable of beng reproduced . Tne
dma,s whiueh characterise the ser2d stand
out M Relwef on Yw Solud rewter. yvessels .

TMHMM?&:

Eva% prece of Mullingaz. peowtes
owtl, T he WM‘F welea of Bie owl was chosen
because of the proximuty) of ove of +the
midlands famous lares, lbougn Owel. There
15 algso a collectors walue astached 0 each
pig@g ~ every] o 8 marked WU A lettes
depoting e yesr of paoduccion The firsc
yeae x secornd DB and sSo on.,







preces Jor Nissembley .
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ARAL(OH O,
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Cleaning & Prep
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Inish Ruoten Loed,
Uﬂoﬁf)r-’Moo‘)e/ (CoRildare) .

Sttusted vy an ot midt, Trish
tha;::oclu.cti.oo v 1978 Preces
e Made are NHow regarded.
B e Pl
T : J and was trough him
, firSt became uterested Gy pewstes. e
-FW"“" have  markets throughoutr the Wosld,
P Wu% w the LL.S. ba.tzlt,, nowever.,
there (5 & Renavsl of ytesest oy Trish
people for this pa’mous metal .
Irish BPrwter are concermed

WL Spud  pewterware, plus Some Cast pleces,
ususlly handles. Thar allgy s mede apof
0675 Tiao, 3% Dotirony and 1% coppe= -

PW bﬁg&)

which. were

Methods of Production:

Recanse Irish Pewtes Ded,
undertook to ResStore hi$ CRaft after Centunies
of decline = was vecessasy w0 tRADY everpjone
from scrateh. One cas still buyy student meces,
ecamples of he processes which cach studdent
co the raft has o accomplish., Now there
ARC e pczopuz Q_mj;sl_qaad .(-ullm/tu}’na ,

heir ramge of tanrasdcls
s perhaps the mostc popular of the products.
Here briefly s the Stages ecesSsSarly to

makre ohe :
_ine Tleeo—— : ycl macle
Trw fhamdle - The5¢ %{\ouow,é:r o
by casting - The moleen, (5 POUREL
book ~ type Mevld Meen & brigf terval
e s wvested ColipestEE R SELL moleen

motal back Wte melting  Pot This Resulrs




= sf};‘w B Spun from flat Sheets .
v, P €S of a fpmre~ determoned size
o held on a tathe between a

hap 1"’8 _ uek 64‘14 A {.olloto chacex. . The 'Sha.pv:uﬂ
Bl Y oo shage af ahe o Chat
5 gowg to be SPuay

\ The Spusher shapes the peiwter

by manpulating & with various Shaped tools
Thas (s A—’ ghly — sralled section of dne work_ :
and fascinating to wateh, Je could almost
be lreved <o e way o poter works.

Th.e, E&ﬁa: This 1.,5 Spur) {rom a circle eves
& forrmuryg chuck |

Nessembly : Thus s done By Soldering, the
crafe of the metalsmitih , which. trdeed 1S A
crAlt z?_aqm&w@) freat expestise. Decouse of
the 1ow melting pommt of pew<er, the Solder
3 VeR close w ﬁmttiﬁg CLONPCRALURE . There~
Jore OWs area has fo be deale wich &y a0
MWM@%} delicacp way) S0 a8 ot o mele tae
actusl tankasel/

Eﬁuﬂ_@@_ Buffing smooths Out Ay UM erfections
5 the metal After Spinning and soldestng

D second and finer bu{ffiﬂ@ With Sand (caves |
the BnrReRd ready {OR 20Y (s from TIRROR
to heayy Sateen.

Polish © Jeish Powter Lo usualty fmisn
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Ll

m p%ﬁ:g"" w@xwh@wc&i@dmla\bh
3 ; Poush , which was researched
O?f»o, could e compared to newly made
B O 6 and 1% conturies O
1{22153’)‘1— ?01131’1‘(:1’5‘9 1-_5 wsuallyy done G
fwe  cloth ’'mops

Before pacrivg, each piece is cxamined
i thorougnly to ensure that vo unwitting
{ erRaoR o flaww occurrod AR AT manufdcture

Design o Trish Peoter Loed.
Irish. Pewrer design and mare
A vast quantity of prodiicts only some of
whicnt | wdl make more obvious. Thekx
goods eange from tankardsS, measures, plates,
beaRRers o ‘ju@S 7 ;s:t(RRup CUPs | Lov{ﬂ@ Cuapds,
coffee Jurne goblers etc. Ddways, Yreze
stems 40 Tbe A story aatached to the item.
Eﬁ. example ; |
Tanrazds | They have a wide Range
of tankards from A mini (Prep), wnidialse |
Coams sp a8 Imessune] aisening s dependzg|
L, Right up to a [ull one pend |
&d%,}Di@@s of hwd»ws for lazge
A can be seen 1 £19-19
One of mm?scpopir@é‘? Rand
(s the glass-voctomed Rings Stadling Jan

Lines che Press
This dates from 6 e\ e
when ' recauating offteess e

YT onIetA

,155} ) been. of unsUIPeetg Sen g
she ?f,,,g I{ cuS Eomes ﬁy){shﬂd f?.he'bea&)
Ui oaarded as 'accepting the Rangs®
he woas RY chorefore was PrRESS gange‘i wio

. !

Willing' and base gave
2 :f,,;w of e Hing. T gl -
L Lients of €% Gy opportuniy < S
e C :
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B e Lt
.

Basic Janzard Body

plus selecedon of frandles ) Wellisggeor

., 7919




his could be com :
e 4 1 : pared wuth

{ ‘wo ap W Lig 1. This was
ORAG ALY LLsa.cL n LR I =
Te was believed that {{_ E Bb . s

_Th-e Sm;;up C‘Lkp_(’-ia,zj’>

. hs got s name {rom betng
used atc the ba@gimaéng of a hunt <o pass
MRound  the puwndh. The reason for the
three Nandles 10as , becarse the hogses wowld
pot stand esactly bestde each other, the
cupy could easdy Ge passed around .

Iﬂi{)’h Pouscer 1td s a very mmuch
go-ahead firm, contantously dﬁs@ﬂvﬁg Al
trylng out nese designs. One particular
desigr which 1 admire, mot only o)
appeassarsce pur for (5 ngeruity, 5 the
Irdsh Coffee Goblet. This s so desigwed
that various Sectons o{- the cup cas be
used for eAS URAG wwﬁawmﬂ@ weecled.
Ailso wnile omes ceffee Remains PLpudg hot
e Séem Ws cool, ﬁc toueh clb»;i huwu?wct
g 'a.d.ded ,ufw\, A etchoung called the tuwisted
wiasy’ on & Cup-

E’tcm‘ﬁﬁ plays an gmportamt )
wole now n twenlife & Trish Pavrter. Famdy

crREO8ES ore & VERY poptlar etehung a%tke,
moment , 0 taarAs, _1(: 15 &lso ) great
/ 7




e



th

- e s
3>, TS N S -
}l"v\ i

B Ll

Stirray Cup
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(1) The Mw Cregt, which 15 a spymbol
of ere arca
(G711) The date v Roman nwnerals .

O
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to play ,

o boing 60 overyday (e
combination of
bt Algo an o)

the 490 ; &>
ect wltic—h. 15

ascd  the home.

Many people helped me (13 WwRIANG
his thesis .
Béavy Cleary . Irish Powter . Dt -
P&c&akg Collinys, MNullungar Dwter ed
Michael Renny. Nacwonal Mauseus of Treland .
To them , and everyone else who
assisted me | | offea my  thanrs.

M&&ﬂ.&» KRe AFO.
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