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I have finally decided to put aside my struggle with
books and apparently irrelevant historical facts dealing
with the theatre. I will instead try and explain why
I feel the thesis to be of little value to me now, and
write a little about my real interests regarding the
theatre. It is only a pity that having decided to do
this, 1 have not more time in which to do it efficiently.

The reason for not having handed in a decent thesis by
the set time (last blaster) are many. Firstly, my own
laziness and lack of foresight in not having tackled it

I found it particularly difficult to laylast October.
aside a specific period for writing my thesis® 1 think
this is as a result of an entire week being devoted to

visual and usually practical work.

h’very Monday for the pe,st year it was like being in a totally

different College and studying something entirely unrelated

Jhy are Liberal Studies so completely unrelated toto Art.
Surely at this stage of our careerthe rest of the course.

should be encouraged to express: our views about our workwe
7e will be expected to do thisand defend it if need be.

1 think the liberal Studies period would bewhen we leave. a
very suitable time for this.

i

think it is disgraceful that this should betogether. so:i

the compartmentalisation leads to gross misconceptions.

1!

-I

Also, Liberal Studies is the only period in the week when 
the three faculties of Sculpture, Design and »‘ine Art come



2

fine art students tend to
believe that the design students are all happily

apitalist society, and design studentsadding to the
dismiss fine art students as a load of pot-smoking
anarchists. rerhans a little more discussion could
get rid of these misconceptions. no facet of Art is
unrelated to another. it is essential that there is
an exchange of ideas between the faculties.

The staff in the acuity of Liberal Studies should make
it their duty to know every student’s field of study.

They should not confine their services to one da,y a
w eek. They should see the students as often as they can
throughout the week and help with the conceptual side of
the work.

The nearest we ever got to discussion, was in the English
and it* these could have been developedLiterature Class,

into something more than an informal, all-embracing
■

discussion it night have helped.

no those involved with the Liberal Studies area, and in
particular the History of Art realise the sheer agony of
sitting in a dark stuffy room watching slides for over an

added to the fact of us having only an hourhour, that,
I think the result is inevitablein bed.previously been

shadowy, slouched figures, sitting far down in their chairs
forgetting that they had ever left bedl i think it is

a

L

* 
r

About the various areas

such a shane that the painting of Van Gogh, Cezanne etcetera 
were brought to such a low level.
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Surely a group of final year art students had more to
contribute but we were not asked’. And if by chance someone
did venture some information, the look of horror on
everyone's face, including my own, at the thought of
prolonging the agony was enough to deter them from ever
trying anything so foolish again. No wonder the class
dwindled down to about one-fifth its original number.

From the very outset the idea of the thesis was something
completely aside from our "real work'. we were told to
hrnd in our titles. 1 still do not know for what reason^

which one to write about, but nothing more was said about it.
ihe history of art lectures drearily continued, without anyone
ever mentioning having received the titles. Aside from the f?<$
that a lot of us would have need help in those initial stages,
the staffs• apathetic feeling regarding the theses certainly
did not make any kind of a start seem of great urgency It is a
ludicrous situation to think that we were told we would have
to have a thesis as part of our final assessment last vctober.
nothing .more was said about it until the arrival of Chris

our theses were to be handed inGodwin, after Christmas
until then what we were writingat fasterI

nobody in authority was concerned about progress the theses
begins to lose priority, in the face of mounting pressure
about practical work.our

about, why and more important, how we envisaged writing it. 
master came and went without anyone mentioning the fact, if

Nobody ask d us

1 gave in a few titles hoping to get some help in deciding
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I believe that if a steady amount of pressure had been
applied from the outset more work would have been done.
There should have been discussions between staff and

When these discussions eventuallystudents continuously.
happened, they were too late and still, even at that stage,

The discussions too
frequently went off the point, and the theses once again

I suppose it is a debatable point whether or notdropped.

ubviously some students were able totheir own pressure.

of the students had their theses finished for the given time

and alot had problems in getting them finished for the

Also the lack of pressure in the liberal studiesassessment.

not in keeping with the attitudes from the other facultieswas
The importance of the dip. show was continually being stressed
we also had a series of ”crits" and assessments throughout

think a similar system in the faculty of liberalthe year. 1

studies would have provided the necessary pressure.

1 also doubt whether a written thesis compliments the type
Surely a visual presentation ofof study in an art school.

I do not think an art studentthe theses should be optional.

contrary
as art students we go to art'ourely visual way•

school to increase our aesthetic a,wareness and come to terms

i

I 
f

literary manner the very nature of his work would suggest the 
what he feels, and what he wishes to exoress, he

or artist lays any claim to be able to express himself in a

£oes in a

these should be pressure from outside, in final year, third 
level , students perhaps should be capable of generating

little or no pressure was applied.

But, noneand did, and so have their theses finished now.
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with the practical problems of
if a written thesis is considered essential then the
whole college structure should be redesigned. There
should have been dates spaced out through the year when
various stages of the theses would be handed in and

I felt I had much to say about the theatre, my inability
to express it through writing left me extremely frustrated.
It seemed totally pointless skimming through books on the

Then, after skimming through them,enjoyable reading.
writing a very abridged version of what the book had said i-
in a far better way.

It is only in the last year that 1 started studying set
my knowledge of the theatre is very limited anddesign.

i am
to the theatre are.
to read books for the necessary information and how to get

Instead of listening to lectures on fauvism,

student would know already.
difficult to write a thesis on something 1 am only now

beginning to grasp.

oOo....oooo

i
I 
i

only beginning to work out now what my own attitudes 
we should learn how to write, how

those books, 
cubism etcetera, most of which any self-respecting art

a visual presentation.

i therefore find it very

checked, and advice given on how to continue from there.

theatre, that at any other time -would have made really
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what i have been writing up until now
and completely opposed to what I believe the theatre to be.
The theatre is not boring. it is a dramatic happening, it
is alive. It begins when the curtain goes up in the theatre
and finishes when it comes down. it is a mixture of most
art forms colour, shape anddance speech,
texture. i enjoy putting colour on the human form and watch
it dance, i enjoy listening to beautiful words. I am no t
the only one who enjoys these things, and so the theatre remains
with us, and will continue as long as people still enjoy
what goes to make a dramatic presentation. it is very
difficult to try and explain why i enjoy these things W
do 1 get excited when a hush falls over an audience and the

I do not really know. it is a feelingcurtain rises slowly?
way down inside, 1 do not know why it is there, it just is.
it is a whole different world provided for you on the stage,

but those two hours can meanhours,it only lasts for
The stage provides a, platform for most forms ofso much.

rerhaps it is something to do withartistic expression. so
many individuals of incredibly varying talents, exchanging

one end result.

r
a

it all sounds very noble and perhaps even awider audience.
little condescending, but it worked. .70 had fun

shows. a

free period in school. ;hen we brought it into the streets

i

ideas, getting excited together, and producing

i think the tine that I best experienced this feeling of

Company.

break the barriers that exist, to bring the theatre to

group activity, was when 1 worked with the Childrens’ Theatre

Our ideas were to

producing the
The kids adored it and not only because it meant

i

two

was intolerably boring

An experimental drama group.

music, mime,



7

the kinds stayed to see it right through and usually came
back the next day.

The last time I went to see them, they were performing at
the top of Stephen's Green. It was a really sunny day and
there was a huge crowd sitting on the grass eating their
lunches and enjoying the show. They were there completely
through their own choice. Admittedly there were groups of
skinheads etc. shouting remarks, but so what*. They stayed
until the end all the same and their comments were hilarious
and added to the general feeling of entertainment.

£10. perin producing the shows we had very little money
show.
make pigs heads from balloons, suits of armour from cornflakes

In this situation your creative ability is reallypackets.

The script for the show was written by members oftaxed.
They usually take classical stories and adaptthe group.

In this instance wethem for children e.g. Homers Odyssy.

that makes it more interesting for them.

but I am only now beginning to understand what mywill be,

I have

I

to drop it.

added an Anoendix of the 'work i was doing up uncil now.

clearly,than I can explain why I decided

abilities are and what

-Irealise this essay is inadequate, but I think it is a, more 

honest effort than what I was writing before now.

At this stage I would have liked to talk about the theatrical 

situation in Ireland and what I would hope my contribution

are introducing children to history to the classics in a way

think it shows more

So we really had to summon all our resources, to

my contribution to the theatre will be.



Thesis :

Introduction1. What is meant by Theatre.
What is meant by Society.
Why I choose the subject.

Japanese KabukiShort History 3. Ethnic Theatre :2 .

Music Hall

Communication : Passion Plays4 Theatre
BrechtShakespeare

Modern Pop Groups

: Broadway ExtravaganzasTheatre for Pleasure5.
Puppet Shows
Ballet
Street Shows

Brecht6. Modern Theatre
their viewsBeckett

Genet

7. Bibliography

oo••••oOo....oo

African Tribal 
Dances

)
)
)
)
)

Breakdown of various aspects 
covered in the thesis.

Theatre as an outlet for Society’s expression



appendix

Introduction :

To-night as every night hundreds of thousands of people
all over the world will take cart in a theatrical
experience. This theatrical experience is age old. In
fact the first recorded dramatic event is the cave paintings
at Lascaux. The persistent existance of theatre through
war, famine and persecution right up to the present day,
would suggest that it is an essential part of our cultural
expression.

’Jhy has it survived until now?That is Theatre then?
Vfhy are we so sure that it will continue?

Firstly, it is the staging of the spoken word. The literary
school of dramatics say that this is the essence of

the snoken word.theatre

is the tradition of

the scriot of the dramatic poet”.

theatre.
it is an expression of truth.than that

In the case of theatre truths are not revealed in print
between the covers of a book, or by means of speech at a

!
In

!

Surely the script is only one important element of the
The real essence of the theatre is something more

lecture or by means of a demonstration in a laboratory, or 
by means of a picture recorded with canvas and paint, 
the theatre truths are revealed on a stace platform with

"What is eternal about the Theatre,



with the help of actors, dramatist, director, designer
setting lights sound affects and all the rest of the

i

personnel and apparatus of the stage. There are many
ways in which truths are revealed to people. The stage
provides one of these ways.

Each age has used the medium of the theatre to express
its idea of truth. In England restoration drama used
wing settings, tallow candles and chamber music,to try
and convince us of the divine right of Kings. Three
hundred years later in Soviet Russia, highly mechanised
stages, plus new modes of acting convinced us that life
must be explained in terms of economic struggle.

There is also sense of magic and mystery exclusive to the
theatre.

“The stage is a magic mirror to reflect life closer to

our hearts desire. r»

It is this magic that explains the popularity of the theatre.
'.Then the theatre loses this magic it breaks contact with its
audience it loses its freshness and as a result is bad theatre

The inundation of the spirit in beauty and clarity towards
in a world

It is the Dianysian experience, our estaticthe spiritual.
participation in the divine.

from which divinity and mystery have been unsparingly shorn.
This is as near as we are likely to come to the divine and

which the art of the theatre gropes, and, this,
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Theatre is also an attempt to gratify our own creative
This has always played a large part in mansurges.

existence. This artistic gratification is manifested
through painting, sculpture and literature. I think
this artistic gratification is reason enough to justify

the existence of theatre. But theatre is much more than

that, it is a valiant practical effort to understand and

influence life.

Liorecai lonelik has summed up the hundreds of years of

experiment and change in the theatre as follows:-

!!means

oo....0O0....oo

i
i 
I

i

nAn attempt to influence life by theatrical
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