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INTRODUCTION

Ireland may have been among the last countries to introduce printing as it
was not wuntil 1551 that the first book was printed here. Then Irish
printing practices were crippled by strict censorship dating from 1559
when Queen Elizabeth issued the following injunction:

"No manner of person shall print any manner of
boke or paper ..... .. except the same be firgt
licensed by her majestie ....."

For over one hundred years, the entire Irish booktrade was controlled by a
single press run by the appointed King's printer, who was granted patents

by the Privy Council of England. As only one person was allowed to Tun a
press under careful supervision, there was no competition in printing as
the monopoly lay entirely with one printer. This lack of competition led

to a continuous fall in standards.

However in 1681, Joseph Ray, an Irish printer, broke the "King's Printer" .
restrictions. This became possible because of a rising demand for books,
due to a population increase in Dublin. Illegal printers then began +to
practice and in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth century the
restrictions relaxed, although the "King's Printer" was still  being
appointed. Once this monopoly dissolved, a wealth of printing presses
began to flourish in Ireland.

The eighteenth Century Dublin Printer had to abide by many rules and
restrictions. Printing became competitive and some individuals turned to
London for guidance and experience and then applied their skills in
Ireland. Many printers failed, some could not keep up with this
competitive business and some lost their presses due to breaking the 1libel
laws. But one who succeeded and became reknowned for quality printing
was George Faulkner.

I will begin my thesis by introducing George Faulkner, the dedicated
printer and a good friend +to Dean Swift. Before analysing Faulkner's
styles and techniques, I believe it is important to become acquainted with
the printer, and discuss his background and lifestyle. Consequently I
will write an account of Faulkner's history which bears relevance to his
works.

The conservation of printed material enables us to analyse its production
techniques but also has the additional value of providing information

through its subject matter. The Dublin Journal provides a complete and
very real record of 1life and society in Dublin and Ireland in the
eighteenth century. It also describes universal happenings throughout

this period. 1t is necessary to appreciate the times in which Faulkner
worked in order to justify the value of his work, so this paper will
examine the kinds of subjects that were reported.

This thesis is not a complete study of TFaulkner's works as he published
numerous books, pamphlets and newspapers for a period of over fifty
years. I will focus entirely on Faulkner's periodical printing and I
will attempt to ascertain the influences upon his work. I will compare
his Dublin Journal +to Humes Dublin Courant, and discuss the many
similarities in techniques and styles between the two printers. It is
important to note that Faulkner served his apprenticeship with Hume and
through him he learned all his printing skills. This thesis will show
how Faulkner adapted Hume's style and developed it  through his
publications.




I will examine Faulkner's less successful newspapers including the Dublin
Gazeteer which proves to be the least known of Faulkner's publications.

Finally I will trace the design development of the Dublin Journal through
to its decline in 1825, and this will demonstrate how its design reached a
similar format to that used in newspaper design today.
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BIOGRAPHY

It is essential to understand the printer before attempting to analyse his
works, therefore it is of primary importance to gain a thorough knowledge
of his 1life and background. The account of Faulkner's life bears great
relevance to his printed works.

George Faulkner was born in Dublin in 1699. He was a Protestant, of
Anglo-Irish descent. His father was a butcher and his mother had
connections with a noble family.

Faulkner received a classical education at the academy of Rev. Dr. Lloyd.
At the age of fourteen he became an apprentice to Thomas Hume, a

reputable printer who ran a newspaper called Dublin Courant. The
newspaper contained both domestic and foreign news. Faulkner 1learned all
his printing skills under the guidance of Hume. He practised
handsetting, page make-up and printing. It is said that the

apprenticeship ceased after Hume's daughter refused Faulkner's proposal of
marriage. 5

He then went to London and worked in the print workshop of William Bowyer
Senior, where he gained additional experience in printing, and first
learned about the book-trading business. The book-trade in Dublin was
still quite young; Faulkner saw this as an opportunity and so in 1724 he
returned to Dublin and opened a printing press 1in Pembroke Court/Castle
Street.

Shortly afterwards he bought two newspaper titles; the Dublin Journal and

the Dublin Postboy. The first issue of the Dublin Journal was brought
out on the 27th March 1725. It was published twice weekly, every Tuesday
and Saturday. The reason for this was because the post left Dublin every

Tuesday and Saturday for the countryside, and so Faulkner's newspaper was
distributed throughout the country. The Dublin Journal sold at one half

benny per cop [figure 1]. The Dublin Postboy was first issued around
Christmas 1725 ffigure 21l

In the summer of 1726 Faulkner returned to London for a business
holiday. He married Mrs Taloy, an English widow, of whom very little is
known, and returned with her to Dublin.

Business was flourishing and so Faulkner moved his printworkshop to a
bigger premises at Christ Church yard. The following year, he took on an
apprentice, James Hoey, who was a Catholic printer. Faulkner could work
and socialise with people of all religions. Hoey had no formal training
and learned all his printing skills from Faulkner. Later Hoey took on
apprentices himself, and so the Dublin book-trade developed.

In 1729 Faulkner and Hoey moved to a new print shop called "The Pamphlet
Shop" in Skinner's Row. The Dublin Journal had been printing articles
written by Dean Swift and the friendship between Swift and Faulkner was
growing. In 1727 Swift appointed him printer and publisher of his
works. This caused friction between Hoey and Faulkner and in 1730 the
partnership was dissolved. Faulkner moved to Essex Street 1leaving Hoey
in Skinner's Row, but he himself kept on the name of "The Pamphlet Shop'.
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The Dublin Journal usually advertised at the end of the last Page, where
and by whom the newspaper was printed, but in May 1730, after both
printers split up, this information was printed directly under the
mas thead.

"Printed by George Faulknmer (removed from
Skinner's Row) in Essex Street, opposite to the
Bridge, at which place Advertisements are taken
in for this paper, and no where else."

This was printed to ensure that advertisements were not all sent to
Skinner's Row, where Hoey was conducting his own business.

The Government of the day silenced presses for printing works not +to their
liking. In law the printer became responsible for checking the contents
of his newspaper. Although printers automatically escaped: liability in
court if they named the reporter responsible for an offending article, -
printers considered it their duty to remain secretive. These 1libel Ilaws

were very vague and were often broken due to their ambiguity. As a
result, prosecutions were carried out regularly.

Faulkner himself was often the victim of these prosecutions. He was
arrested many times and spent periods interned at Newgate Prison.

In September 1730, he sailed to England. The main purpose of his visit
was to escape an order from the House of Lords of Ireland, ordering the
printer and publisher of the Dublin Journal to attend their bar for having
inserted in their paper articles reflecting the honour of the House.
Faulkner avoided this 1ibel charge by remaining in London for some time.
This trip resulted in a tragic accident for Faulkner. His ©biographer

describes the accident in Authentic Memoirs, this is contained in The
Prince of Dublin Printers by R.E. Ward:

"Before he embarked he had received a slight
hurt on one of his shins, which he disregarded
80 much, that on his going on board the vessel,
he put on his boots and did not pull them off
til his arrival in London, he then found his
error in mnot having paid a proper attention to
his hurt, for the Journey had so inflamed it to
S0 violent a degree that the best assistance
could not prevent a Gangrene, which spread so
rapidly, that he had no other means of saving
his life, but by the loss of his limb."

Hoey was still in competition with Faulkner and he began to spread rumours
that Faulkner was no longer printing the Dublin Journal Hoey's rumours
were strengthened by Faulkner's long stay in England. Nine months later
on 12th June 1731 Faulkner returned to Dublin and explained in his
newspaper that he was delayed "By a dangerous and tedious indisposition".

This tragedy did not deter Faulkner from continuing his career and travel
expeditions. His determination, strong personality and good business
sense ensured his success. Apart from Hoey, he was competing with

Grierson, the Exshaws, the BEwings, Peter Wilson, Henry Bade and Samuel
Fairbrother and Thomas Hume.
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Faulkner reported on the death of Grierson's wife in the Dublin Journal on
December 2 - 5 1{1732.

"On Saturday in the evening dyed Mrs Grierson,
late wife to Mr Grierson, the King's Printer.
She was a woman of great abilities and her
death is much lamented by those who had the
happiness of her Acquaintance."

Mr Grierson is referred to as the "King's Printer", this reminds us of the
restrictions which were imposed on printers by the appointment of one
King's Printer, who alone held the liberty to print for Dublin. This law
was very much relaxed now, and printing was becoming more competitive and
of a higher standard. Strangely enough Grierson still held the title of
King's Printer.

The Dublin Journal also reported on other printers who broke the 1ibel
laws, many even lost their business because of the actions which were
taken against them. On 17th - 20th July 1731 the Dublin Journal reads:

"Last Saturday Henry Bade, a printer who was
last term convicted for printing a false
scandalous and malicious 1ibel (against) Sir
John Freke, bart and Ensign, John Perry Cooke,
stood in the Pillory, opposite the Tholstel,
pursuant to his sentence, the last day of the
last term and was afterwards carried back to
Newgate where he now lies."

Faulkner repeatedly suffered the awful consequences of breaking the Libel
Laws. In the Dublin Journal dated February 1732 he printed the substance
of a pamphlet written by Swift. The contents opposed the Clergy Bill
which was to be considered in Parliament. There was insufficient time to

print the entire pamphlet before +the Parliament met, and so it was
summarised and titled:

"Considerations upon two Bills ..eevo..
.-... Relating to the Clergy of Ireland."

The Bill was defeated in Parliament, probably due to Faulkner printing the

article. This demonstrates the influence of TFaulkner's mnewspaper on
political issues.

Consequently a warrant for Faulkner's arrest was sent from the bishops of

the House of Lords. He was charged with public libel because he violated
public peace by printing material concerning public figures, whether true
or false. This violation was considered grounds for arrest. Two days

after the defeat of the Clergy Bill, Faulkner appeared before the House of
Lords. Swift later told Lord Oxford:

"He suffered severly in his private poverty as
well as in his health.”

Faulkner paid an unknown fee, and it is said that he was reprimanded on
his knees. Swift showed his gratitude by giving Faulkner the printing
rights to many more of his printed works.

In 1735 Faulkner fell foul of the Castle for publishing:

"A New Proposal for the Better Regulation of
Quadrille.”
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An M.P. Sergeant Betterworth prosecuted him as he found the article
offensive. Faulkner was sent to Newgate prison in Dublin. After making
several applications and a public submission he paid his release fees by
presenting a set of Swift's books, which Faulkner himself had printed.
Swift wrote a poem dto commemorate this event. He also wrote a letter to
Lord Hort demanding monetary compensation for Faulkner.

"To the poor printer who suffered so much upon
your Lordship's account, confined to a dungeon
among common thieves and others with dinfectuous
diseases to the hazzard of his life; besides
the expense of above twenty-five pounds, and
besides the ignomity to be sent to Newgate like
a common male-factor."

This led to common talks in Dublin's coffee houses about freedom of the
Press.

Swift grew more confident of Faulkner's printing and consequently Faulkner
dreamed of printing a collection of Swift's entire work. This project
was considered impossible even by reputable London printers. The Dublin
Journal dated February 6th/10th 1733 reports:

"This can nowhere be done so comveniently as in
Ireland whose booksellers cannot pretend to any

property in what they publish either by law or
custom."

Swift wrote to Faulkner concerning the proposed new edition of "Gulliver's
Travels".:

"Since you intend to print a new edition of
that book, I must tell you that the English

printer made several editions which I must
disprove of."

This shows Swift's approval of this project being carried out in Ireland
by an Irish printer. His London printer Benjamin Motte became anxious
over Faulkner's project, because Swift was editing the edition, and so it
would be more authoritative than his own version of "Gulliver's Travels".

Irish printers were beginning to discuss their rights to send their books
to England to compete with English printers and booksellers. When
Faulkner brought out four volumes of Swift's works, Benjamin Motte sued
him in a London Court. Motte had the right to print certain works of
Swift's in England, and this resulted in Faulkner breaking the Copyright
Laws of 1710. Faulkner's lawyer fought the case objecting to this
copyright  law, but the court was biased in favour of English
booksellers. This was a prime example of English oppression against
Irish trade and Swift objected bitterly to this:

"If I were a bookseller in this Town I would
use all safe means to reprint London Books and
run them into any town in England that I could."



Swift held Faulkner in highest regard and in a letter to the Earl of
Oxford he introduced him as "The Prince of Dublin Printers". He
explained further:

"He is engaged in a work that very much
discontents me, yet I would rather have it fall
on his hands than any others on his side."

Faulkner was the first Dublin printer to undertake expensive works on his
own account, instead of merely reprinting London editions. His
obituarist wrote:

"He is entitled to the praise of the first
encourager of his art in this kingdom which has
saved to the nation the great sums that were
frequently sent out of it for books."

During Faulkner's 1life-time two hundred and sixty four printers and
booksellers opened their shops in Dublin, yet most of these ventures
failed. Faulkner's business outlived many others because of his high
standards, determination and shrewd business sense. Other printers did
not have a patron to work for, as Faulkner worked for Swift.
Consequently they pirated work issued by other printers. This was done
sometimes by even stealing the galley proofs and reproducing boocks,
cheaper but identical to those initially printed by the appointed printer.

Faulkner advertised his books continuously in his Dublin Journal. These
adverts appeared often on the back page but Faulkner even inserted them on
the front page especially when the boats did not arrive with the foreign
mail. He went as far as scolding Dublin readers for insufficient
reading, and he maintained that they bought claret wine in preference to
books:

"Come into subscription to take four books per
Annum, such as they shall chuse at three and
six pence per book at an average which will
amount in all to fourteen shillings a year,
though a very inconsiderable sum to each
individual, and 1little exceeding four bottles
of claret amounts in the whole to twenty eight
thousand pounds; out of which sum we upon the
faith of Christians desire the small profit of
eight thousand."

The Dublin Journal averaged £100 - £200 advertising revenue annually.
Faulkner profited at least £900 a year from his advertising in the 1740's
and apart from this he profited from the subscriptions for his books.
Faulkner also sold tickets for plays and events, and it is probable that
he profited from this also. The Dublin Journal dated January 23rd/27th
1732/33 advertised on the front page.

"On Monday next will be acted a Tradgedy called
the Morning Bride. To which will be added
Damon and Phillida. For the benefit of Mr
Vanderbank. Tickets to be had at the printers
hereof."



Faulkner was financially successful, and survived even the heaviest fines
which were imposed on him for breaking the 1libel laws. Subscriptions
were 80 numerous for Swift's books that he could not get them bound fast

enough, and he boasted:

"in all other Editions that have been publish'd
in London and in Dublin are many gross errors
and mistakes ..... so it may be truly said a
genuine and correct Edition of this Authors
Works was never publish'd til this time."

One of Faulkner's competitors Samuel Fairbrother cashed in on his success
and began printing his own unauthorised miscellany of Swift's works.
Faulkner boldly denounced his competitor:

"This is the only genuine collection of this
Gentleman's Works that ever was published
excepting that which was done by Subscription
in four volumes octavo printed on very fine
Genoa paper, yet one Fairbrother hath in a
manner  unprecedented published a Medley in
three volumes to which he hath the Modesty to
prefix this Gentleman's name, although without
his knowledge or consent, besides the pieces
that he hath printed of this supposed Author's
have whole lines, Sentences and Paragraphs 1left
out ...

Besides this Edition doth not contain
Gulliver's Travels nor the Drapier Letters."

Faulkner became more ambitious and in 1742 he began printing Universal
History from the Earliest Account of Time to the Present. This was an

immense project and was to be bound in eight volumes folio. He received
two hundred subscriptions of 8 guineas for each edition. Before it was
completed Faulkner heard that private printers intended printing the same
in octavo. These printers were not members of the Dublin Printing

Establishment, which Faulkner was. A group of Dublin printers 1led by
George and Alexander Ewing came to Faulkner's assistance. They suggested
he print a greater edition of twenty volumes in Octavo. They wanted
shares in this project and with their help all competition ceased.
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Faulkner continued to advertise his books in the Dublin Journal, placing
particular emphasis on books authorised by Swift. In the issue of
December 17th/20th 1743 he advertises:

"Letters to and from the Rev. Dr. Jonathan
Swift D.S.P.D. from the year 1714 to 1738.

At the same place may be had.
The above author's works in Six Volumes Ictave

(printed the same size of the letters) price

1(10s vis)

Vol.1. The Authors Miscellanies in Prose.

Vol.2. His Poems.

Vol.3. The travels of Captain Lemnel
Gulliver to several remote nations.

Vol.4. Papers relating to Ireland.

Vol.5. The Conduct of the Allies and
Examiners. i

Vol.6. The Public Spirit of the Whigs and

other pieces of political writings,
polite conversation & c.

Those Ladies and Gentlemen who have had the
four first volumes may have the fifth and sixth
to match them or the Poens alone Jjust
published. The above works in six neat pocket
volumes printed on a fine Dutch paper and
Elziver Type Price 16s 3d.

Also lately publilished by the printer hereof

By 1740 Faulkner had completed a collection of works by Swift and also by
Alexander Pope with whom he was well acquainted. He seemed to loose
contact with both men after 1741 but continued to print their works.
Both Swift and Pope were ill at this time and in 1744 Pope died.
Faulkner wrote a short obituary for Pope in the Dublin Journal dated 6th

June 1744.

"On Wednesday night 1late dyed at Twickenham,
after a lingering illness Alexander Pope, whose
writings best speak his character."

Jonathan Swift died over a year later on 19th October 1745.  Faulkner
wrote a long humble obituary for his friend and patron [figure 3.

"Last Saturday at 3.00 o'clock in the afternoon
died that great and eminant Patriot the Rev.
Dr. Johathan Swift Dean of St Patrick's Dublin
in the 78th year of his age who was born in the
parish of St Warburg's Dublin the 30th of
November 1667 at his uncle Counsellor Godwin
Swift’'s house in Hoey's alley which those times
was the general residence of the chief
lawyers. His genious, works, learning and
charity are so universally admired. That for
a News writer to attempt his character would be
the highest presumption. Yet as the Printer
hereof is proud to acknowledge his infinite
obligations to that Prodigy of wit, he can only
lament that he is by no means equal to so bold

an undertaking.
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The Dean hath bequethed the bulk of his fortune
which is about 12,000 I to build and endow an
hospital for 1lunatics idiots and incurables
which said  Thospital is to be called St.
Patricks and to be erected near Stephens."

Dean Swift left approximately £12,000 in his will "to build and endow an
hospital for 1lunaticks, Idiots and incurables." St. Patricks Hospital
was built near Dr. Steevens Hospital as intended by Dean Swift.

In 1745 Lord Chesterfield became the new Lord Lieutenant and both he and
Faulkner became good friends. They socialised and corresponded regularly
and often Faulkner was referred to as "Sir". Lord Chesterfield wanted to
knight George Faulkner but it is unclear whether Faulkner declined the
offer or whether it was never actually made due to political pressures.

Another of Faulkner's associates was Samuel Richardson, a reknowned

author. Faullmer was to print Richardson's three novels; Pamela or
Virtue Rewarded, Clarissa, and Sir Charles Grandison. Faulknef__i;IEEEE
the first two novels and advertised these regularly ‘in the Dublin.
Journal. (See photocopy) However before printing began on the 3rd

novel "Sir Charles Grandison”, it was already on sale by pirate printers:
Peter Wilson, the Exshaws and Richard Saunders. Although Faulkner had
advertised this novel in his newspaper, he had not ever received the
proofs for printing. He abandoned the project, and lost both money and

reputation. Consequently Richardson accused Faulkner of being a silent
partner in this piracy and he distributed a pamhlet denouncing him of
such, titled Mr Richardson's Case. As a result Faulkner was in danger of

losing his printing plant.

Faulkner was also threatened with physical violence in retaliation for
offensive articles. In the Dublin Journal dated 16th February 1754,
Faulkner reported on events at the Castle. his version of  the
festivities stated that there was a toast made to the Duke of Dorset,
however this was not true as there was a certain animosity towards the
Duke, and he omitted the toast which was made in memory of the late King
William. This article was taken as a source of ridicule, and following
this, Faulkner received a threatening visit from Lord Kildare, Lord
Carrick and Mr Creighton. They demanded that Faulkner should correct
these errors in the next issue of his newspaper, and if this was not done,
Lord Kildare threatened he would break what bones Faulkner had left.
These encounters caused Faulkner much anxiety.

In January 1755 Faulkner's wife died after a 1long illness. It was a
painful experience for him, yet it released a new energy in him. He
travelled more now and corresponded with more people. In 1756 his name
appeared for the first +time on the rolls of the Dublin Society as a

member.

In 1762 the playwright Samuel Foote wrote "The Orators" which was a satire
on Faulkner. He was the ideal target as he hobbled with a wooden leg,
spoke with a lisp due to missing teeth and spoke with an Irish accent.
Foote mimicked 1lines about Lord Chesterfield, the "Peer", who was kpown
by Faulkner. Faulkner was nicknamed "Peter Paragraph" whose famous lines
are:

"I went to visit a peer,

for I know Peers and

Peers knows me."

This raged Chesterfield and he urged Faulkner to institute 1libel
proceedings against Foote during the London run of the play. Tye
following October Foote brought his successaful play to Smock Alley in
Dublin. Faulkner presented his employees with tickets for the play, so
that they could hiss at Foote from the front row.
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He attended the play himself but remained out of sight. When his
employees saw Foote playing the part of Faulkmer con stage, they would not
hiss at him because he seemed too much like Faulkner. Soon afterwards

Faulkner sued Foote and he was tried at the Dublin Four Courts by Judge
Christopher Robinson. Foote paid bail and left Dublin quite suddenly,
thus the showing of "The Orators"” ended at Smock Alley. It is ironic
that Foote later too, lost a leg as a result of a riding accident. Lord
Chesterfield wrote to Faulkner: &

R4l can not help observing with some
satisfaction that heaven has avenged your cause
as well and still more severly than the courts

of temporal justice in Ireland did, having
punished your adversary Foote in the part
offending."

In the summer of 1767 Faulkner was elected to +the position of Dublin's
high sheriff, but he resigned due to i1ll health, and his preoccupation .
with printing Swift's books. His letter of resignation is printed in the
Dublin Journal dated July 28th 1767.

In August 1775 Faulkner and some friends were dining at a tavern which had
been freshly painted. This affected Faulkner and he developed
respiratory trouble. He was ill for 9 days, and died on the 30th August
1775,

Thomas Todd Faulkner printed a short obituary in the Dublin Journal of
29th/31st August 1775:

"Yesterday morning at 6.00 0'Clock in the 76th
year of his age, died Alderman George Faulkner
who was printer of this journal upwards of 50
years."

Faulkner was buried in St Patricks Parish at the foot of Cathedral Lane in
a burial ground called the "Cabbage Patch". He, like Swift left money in
his will towards the building of St Patrick's Hospital.

The Dublin Journal was taken over by Faulkner's nephew, Thomas Todd
Faulkner and in 1793 it was acquired by John Giffard. He is held

responsible for the betrayal of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, which caused the
Journal to become bitterly Anti-Catholic.

By the time the Dublin Journal ceased it was located in Parliament Street,
where the newly founded Dublin Evening Mail was also printed.

The Dublin Evening Mail killed Ireland's oldest surviving newspaper, which
George Faulkner founded in 157251 The circulation of the Dublin Journal
collapsed from about 650 copies per issue in 1821 to approximately 325 in
1824, the year after the Mail was launched.

The Journal folded in 1825 exactly one century after it was started. It
was bought over by the owners of the Irish Times which was founded in
1823. 1t was intended that the name of the Journal would be added to
that of The Irish Times. The amalgamation of titles did not take place,
instead the newspaper was named the Morning Courier and Dublin Journal in

July 1825. The paper ran into labour difficulties with the printers, and
it closed down.

Thirty four years later The Irish Times title was used again on Major

Lawerence Knox newspapers. This second version of the Irish Times is
gtill with us today.
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Faulkner 1learned his printing skills through Hume in Dublin. He became
ambitious and competitive, and moved temporarily to London to develop his
skills further. He always had an affinity for Dublin and settled here

opening his own print shop.- He was a hard worker, which he demonstrated
by publishing two newspapers. In 1726 he was publishing as many as four
newspapers. Faulkner alone held responsibility for compiling, editing
and printing these publications. Swift admired his determination ang the
two men developed a strong friendship. Faulkner printed many of Swift's
writings din the Dublin Journal, and although he was reprimanded for
printing these, he remained loyal to Swift and continued to print Swift's
controversial writings. Due to these events Swift hagd developed
confidence in Faulkner and appointed him as printer of his books.
Faulkner's business began to flourish rapidly, he could not get the books
bound fast enough as they were so much in demand.

Faullmer had such a strong character that his accident did not deter hinm

from his ambitions. He continued to print his newspapers as well as”
Swift's books. His shrewd business sense made  him financially
successful, so that he withstood even the harshest penalty for breaking
the libel laws. he was so ambitious that he became the first printer in
Ireland to undertake large projects at his own expense. He was a
competitive printer and through his determination he competed with Swift's
English printer, but suffered financially for this. Faulkner's

confidence made him indifferent to ridicule, he proves this by attending
Samuel Foote's play.

Through his determination and hard work Faulkner defeated the piracy on
his works by competing printers. He was indeed a successful printer and
his reknowned Dublin Journal outlived many other competing journals.



18th CENTURY DUBLIN
AS PORTRAYED BY THE DUBLIN JOURNAL
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18TH CENTURY DUBLIN AS PORTRAYED BY THE DUBLIN JOURNAL

By studying printed matter we can examine the printing technique used in
the eighteenth century. This subject has the additional value of
providing accurate information through its material contents. The Dublin
Journal provides us with a comprehensive record of life as it was in
Ireland in the eighteenth century. In this section I will concentrate on
different aspects of life in Dublin as depicted by +the Dublin Journal.
This will assist in creating the atmosphere in which Faulkner worked.

Dublin was the second largest city in the British Isles in the eighteenth
Century, with the population reaching one hundred thousand.

In his journal, George Faulkner portrayed Dublin as a growing city of
elegance culture and style, but in contrast to this it was a murderous
city infested with disease, crime and poverty. The Dublin Journal
continuously reported on events and happenings throughout Dublin and thus
it conveyed a true atmosphere of the times.

Dublin was closely tied with Britain and this was echoed strongly in
political and social activities. The Dublin Journal dated February 29th
- March 4th 1732 describes the festivities held in Dublin to celebrate
Queen Caroline's 50th Birthday:

"Wednesday last being the Anniversary of the
Birth-Day of our most gracious Queen Caroline,
(When her Majesty entered into the TFiftieth
year of her Age.) the same was ushered in with
the ringing of Bells. There was a very
numerous and splendid Appearance of Nobility
and Gentry at the Castle, to compliment his
grace the Lord lientenant on the occasion. At
Noon there was a +triple discharge of  the
artillery at +the Barracks. In the Evening his
Grace gave the ladies a play at the Theatre
Royal and afterwards an Elegant entertainment
and Ball, at the C(Castle. The Night was
concluded with Bonfires, Illuminations, Loyal
healths & c¢. and nothing omitted that could
demonstrate, a People truly sensible of the
many Blessings they enjoy under the Majesties
gentle and mild administration.

On Monday the Fixth of March 1731 - 32 will be
acted at the Theatre Royal, the celebrated
comedy called The Way of the Worlds; written
by the late ingenious Mr Congreve ......

Dublin was clearly a city of wealth and grandeur but the dreadful poverty
which existed led to crime and misery. The Dublin Journal dated May 6th
- 9th 1732 carries a story on the front page about a thief operating at
St. Andrews graveyard:

"On Friday last, the Sexton, or under-Sexton of
St. Andrews Church, dug up a grave about three
0'clock that afternoon, broke open a coffin
that was lately laid there, and stript the dead
corps of the Sheet & c.

'Tis supposed that this is not the first +time
that this Sacraligious Wretch has perpetrated
such villanies - He was carried before a
Justice of peace, who comitted him to Newgate."
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Irish eighteenth century laws were strict, and severe punishment was

imposed on offenders. Criminals were sent to either of Dublin's main
prisons, Newgate or Marshalsea, and Petty criminals were reprimanded
physically. They were whipped, or fined and some were transported. A

typical report was: "Last Tuesday a chairman was whipped for refusing his
fare."

The word "chairman" was used to describe a passenger using the public
transport.

Frequently the death sentence was imposed; men were hung and women were
burnt. These executions were carried out publicly at St. Stephen's
Green. The Dublin Journal on 21st - 24th October 1732 lists the names of
people sentenced for that week:

"John  Dunmark for Burglary found guilty
received sentence of Death.

Patrick Smith for Cow-Stealing, was found
guilty and received Sentence of Death. :
Patrick Ryan for breaking the house of a quaker
near the Moat of Granoge and setting a man on a
gridition, over the fire was found guilty and
received the Sentence of Death.

John Davis for killing Mr Watson the Weaver at
the Black-Pits was found guilty of
Manslaughter."

On July Tth 1750 Faulkner reports on a crime of high treason:

"Last Wednesday Edward Costelowe and Mary his
wife and Sarah Cane who were found guilty of
clipping, filing and defacing of guineas and
half-guineas, received sentence of death to be
executed on Saturday 14th, instant at Stephen's
Green, the man to be hung drawn and quartered
and the woman to be burned, their crimes being
high treason. Sarah Cane pleaded pregnancy
and jury of matrons having examined her brought
in their verdict that she was with child"

On July 14th 1750 Faulkner concludes the story:

"Last Wednesday Edward Costelow and Mary his
wife were executed at Stephen's Green for
filing and diminishing guineas and
half-guineas. The man was hung drawn and
quartered and the woman was burnt to ashes."

Faulkner himself occasionally spent time at Newgate prison for breaking
the Libel Laws. When he printed A New Proposal for the Better Regulation
and TImprovement of Quadrille, he was sent to Newgate where a fever broke
out in the prison. Dublin's prisons were diseased and overcrowded and
this "Jail Fever" was a common occurance. Faulkner petitioned to be
moved elsewhere, away from the fever. An abstract from the Journals of
the House of Commons VI reports:

"Ordered that the said George Faulkner be
removed from Newgate (Newgate Dbeing an
infectuous place.) and be continued in custody
of the Sargeant at arms attending this House."

The Dublin Journal reports on another "Jail Fever" epidemic in the hot
summer of 1741.




14.

Another major problem in Dublin in the 18th Century was the extremely bad
road conditions which led to many accidents. This problem was explained
in The Prince of Dublin Printers by R.E. Ward, with a quote from the
Dublin Journal.

"Many complaints have been made of late of the
badness of the roads leading to Dublin;
particularly of those near the suburbs by which
several wheel carriages are overturned and the
hay and straw are much damaged, many 1limbs are
broken and riders thrown from their horses.
Query who is +to mend these roads, which are
commonly the worst near the toll and the Custom
Houses? And how is the money applied that is
collected at these places?"

Faulkner raised these and other issues which could not be ignored. They
were certain to create controversy over what was being done with the money
which was intended for road maintenance. His criticism of the roads was
strengthened by his continuous reports of road accidents. In the Dublin
Journal of January 13th - 16th 1732 he reports:

"Last Tuesday a Coach was turned near REssex
Bridge and the coachman had one of his legs
broke."

Similar reports appeared regularly in the Dublin Journal. Dublin's poor
lighting also contributed to road accidents, and to an increase in
violence. Faulkner kept his readers informed about these problems, and
any steps taken to improve them. He may have contributed to +the Irish
Parliament passing a 1law to improve lighting conditions. This law made
each church parish responsible for lighting its own area, and failure on
doing so resulted in heavy fines. In the Dublin Journal of 19th - 23rd
January 1762 Faulkner writes:

"The insufficient lighting of the streets of
Dublin was complained of as a great Grievance
and the Occasion of Comitting many Robberies
and other heinous crimes; to remedy which
Mischief an Act passed 1last session directing
that the 1lamps shall be kept 1lighted and
burning from sunset to sunrising during the
whole year and that the lamplighter should
attend all night to keep the lamps constantly
lighted and that upon any complaining made to
the Church Wardens of any neglect of Duty in
the Contractors for lighting the lamps or the
lamp lighters they are required immediately to
summon them and the witnesses one each side to
the Vestry room of the Parish and examine into
the Neglect an Oath, and if it shall appear
that there has been any Neglect the Contractors
shall forfeit such sum as the Church Wardens
shall deem just and reasonable, which sum will
be deducted out of the wages of the Contractor
and applied for the lighting of the lamps."
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It seems unfair that lamplighters suffered financially on the failure of
their duties, however it was the law of the day to reprimand workers for
negligence. Printers also were punished for neglecting their duties.
By printing unfavourable matter, they risked breaking the Libel Laws and
as these laws were unclear they were regularly broken. As a result
printers paid heavy fines and sometimes lost their entire press.

Another eighteenth century problem in Dublin was the "Enclosure
Movement". R.E. Ward examines this problem in The Prince of Dublin
Printers. Enclosures were formed in the suburbs for cattle grazing
without any consideration for the land dwellers. This forced many people
off their lands, and they were left no option but to enter the city where
many became beggars and thieves. Faulkner reports on 19th - 23rd January
1762:

"The many roots and robbers in and near Dublin
are attributed to the enclosure of the fields
and gardens round this town where all degrees
of people formerly had +the liberty of walking
for business, ease and safety to and fro, and
where they used to wrestle, play at hurley,

pitching of Quoits, football and other healthy
Amusements." :

This account describes the leisurly activities enjoyed by Dubliners in the
18th Century, and creates a strong contrast between this, and the crime of

the lower classes. The injustice of the law is once again seen to
provoke misery.

Among the great events Faulkner recorded in his Journal was Handel's visit
GolsDubilian in  1742. George Freidrich Handel was unable to get a London
hearing for his new oratorio "The Messiah" so he brought it +to Dublin
where it was played for +the first time in the newly built music hall in
Fishamble Street. The Dublin Journal of April 1742 reads:

"Mr Handel's performance of his Oratorio called
the Messiah for the support of hospitals and
other pious wuses at the Musick Hall in
Fishamble Street on Tuesday. s April o 13the s 1742
before the Lord Justices and a vast Assembly of
the nobility and Gentry of both sexes."

and also

"Words are wanting to express the exquisite

delight it afforded to the admiring crowded

audience."
The contents of the Dublin Journal were not consistent. They varied in
accordance with demands as well as available material. R.R. Madden notes

in The History of Periodical ILiterature Volume IT that by 1768 kidnapping
in Dublin had reached frightening proportions and in the Dublin Journal
there appeared a Grand Jury Proclammation concerning this:

"That a most wicked and illegal practice hath
for some time prevailed, of stealing secreting
and carrying away to his Majesty's plantations
in America, certain young children, without
consent of their parents which practice is
commonly known by the name of kidnapping."
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Occasionally Faulkner printed cures which were intended to help readers
suffering from certain ails. In the Journal dated 14th/16th June 1768
Faulkner prints an awful account of a woman suffering from breast cancer
and what was considered to be an appropriate cure for it.

"A poor woman near Hungerford had laboured many
years under a most inverterate cancer in her

Breast. A Gentleman in +that neighbourhood
told her, if she would use toads as directed
they would cure her. Agreeable to his orders

she applied eight toads tied up in muslin bags,
to eight holes in her breast, which sucked
amazingly. The toads fattened eagerly like
leeches. When they had sucked themselves
full, +they dropped off in agonies terrible to
behold. I do not hear they give any pain but
on the contrary, her pains abated from the
first application. She repeated this til she
had demolished one hundred and twenty toads, by
which time the wounds were healed, and her
breast was of the usual size. She has been
well ever since."

By examining the reports which Faulkner printed in the Dublin Journal it
can be established that Dublin was a very wealthy and stylish city. This
is contrasted strongly by continuous reports of murders and thefts. The
laws to deter these criminals were harsh. Sentences imposed on of fenders
varied from hanging and burning to whipping and transportation.

Dublin's major problems were diseases and squalor in the lower classes.
The bad road conditions and the poor street lighting were the cause of
many road accidents. Kidnapping of children for sale to plantations in
America had at this tinme escalated. Again we see the contrast of these

reports to the glamourous events such as Handel's first performance of the
Messiah in Dublin's Music Hall.

Among the reports which Faulkner printed he included bizzare cures for

diseases and illnesses. These provide humourocus and sometimes grotesque
descriptions of remedies which were practiced at the time.

Faulkner's reports were not restricted to domestic affairs as his masthead

boasted:

"Being the freshest advices foreign and
domestic."

Faulkner received weekly mail through England, from Holland, France and
Belgium, and from these he compiled his foreign news. He offered Irish
readers news from such places as: Russia, Spain, France, Germany and the
States. His English reports were extracted directly from the London
Gazette but this was also done by other newspaper printers in Dublin.

For fifty years Faulkmer printed articles providing accurate historical
accounts which extended one hundred years. I Dbelieve that it is
important to read a compilation of reports from the Dublin Journal in
order to enter into the eighteenth century ambient, and thus to understand
the times in which Faulkner lived. These extracts were taken directly

from the Dublin Journal and so many provide samples of Faulkner's writing
style.
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THE DUBLIN JOURNAL IN COMPARISON WITH THE DUBLIN COURANT

This thesis concentrates entirely on Faulkner's periodical printing and in
this section I shall attempt to analyse the influences on Faulkner's
work. I shall compare his Dublin Journal to Hume's Dublin Courant and
discuss the similarities between the two journals. As Faulkner served
his apprenticeship with Hume, and as a young printer, he worked on the
Dublin Courant, I find it interesting to compare both journals.

Later I will examine Faulkner's less successful Journals and compare these
to the Dublin Journal.

George Faulkner received a classical education until the age of fourteen
years. Then he served an apprenticeship with Thomas Hume, who we might
recall, was the printer of The Dublin Courant. Faulkner was first
introduced to the trade by Hume who taught him all his printing skills.
Before discussing the development of The Dublin Journal we must examine
the Dublin Courant to reveal Hume's influences on Faulkner's printing
[ figure 4]. :

The Dublin Courant was published once weekly and sold every Saturday. It
was printed on one page measuring 8 inches X 13 inches, and the text was
arranged on two columns, either side of +the page, totalling four
columns. The masthead occupied one third of the front page, and Thomas
Hume's name appeared above the title. On the +top 1left side he printed
the month of issue and on the right he printed the issue number, all

aligned wi