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The printing done prior to 1646 for the Supreme Council.

The press of the Society of Jesus.

The printing of 'William Smith', printer to the Duke of Ormonda-
'The Articles of Peace' - Kilkenny printed 1646.

Kilkenny printing 1647.
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relief of the poor’.
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'The Evil of Separation from the Church of England'.

'Rules and Resolutions of the Charitable Society'.

'The New Commercial Directory for the cities of Waterford

and Kilkenny'.

'"The Poor Man's Manuel of Devotions'.

'"The Presentments of the Grand Jury of the County of Kilkenny'.
'A Catalogue of Pictures at Kilkenny Castle',

PRINTING IN KILKENNY IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

a. Printing in the twentieth century,
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The history of printing is an integral part of the general history of modern
civilization and since its invention it has been the principal vehicle for
the conveyance of ideas touching upon and penetrating almost every sphere of
human activity throughout the years. It was the first way of broadcasting

identical messages to a thousand or more people, a thousand or more miles apart.

As printing from moveable type was one of the earliest industries based on a
technical process, the many changes that have occurred throughout its career,
can be traced back to new needs necessiated, and new possibilities opened by
technical improvements. These changes also brought with them new commercial
considerations, not to mention many sociological changes which were brought about
by a better informed public. This led to many new ideas with regard to taste

and fashion on the part of the reading public.

In this written piece I will be talking about the formation and setting up of
printing in Ireland with the main concentration of study being the city of
Kilkenny. When I set about this task I soon found out that I was not the first
individual to set about piecing together the history of printing as it came
alive in provincial Ireland. A Dublin solicitor and historian named

Ernest McClintock Dix along with other interested historians including James
Coleman, Henry Bradshaw and Seamus 0'Cassaide had already set about this task
in the early part of this century. They were concerned with keeping a complete
record of any printed work that had been done throughout Ireland, and
continually informed each other of any new discoveries or ideas that they may
have had with regard to unidentified pieces or new information that they

came across.

They also kept in touch with the public regarding any new information recieved,
and often even probed the public for information with regard to some unsolved
queries that needed answers. This they were able to do through the readership

of 'The Irish Book Lover' and sometimes 'The Dublin Penny Journal', which were

publications that came out monthly and contained information, notes and letters on

almost every subject, one of which was regularly printing.
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As one can imagine the task of trying to make and keep a record of printed

work carried out especially in provincial Ireland was not made easier by the
very simple fact that up until very recently, and even today items which would
be of great value in recording the activities of a particular subject such as
printing were usually discarded and done away with as soon as their uses ceased
to function. This very valuable and necessary documentation of such items
which makes seemingly useless objects, valuable, as soon as they cease to exist

is an area in which even today the general public are only becoming gradually

aware,

As a result this task of recording provincial printing in Ireland was not an

easy one for Ernest McClintock Dix, James Coleman and the others. They were.
able to make some very complete records, but what was complete in theory often
lacked the substantial evidence of visual copy due to the fact that such evidence
was no longer in existence. With regard to Kilkenny like most other places
recorded there were and are still some missing links which in theory make sense

but cannot be backed up due to lack of visual evidence.,

Ernest McClintock Dix made his own private collection of as much of the printed
matter that he could lay his hands on, which after his death he donated to the
National Library of Ireland. It was here that I was able to look up most of my
earlier information and it was from this collection that I was able to gain a
lot of the visual material that I have used for this study. I was also given
as much help and information as was possible when I visited the existing

printing houses in Kilkenny.

This assignment became most interesting for me with the actual discovery of
various printed pieces from the different periods throughout the history of
printing in Kilkenny. From these printed pieces it is possible to see the
various changes in taste and fashion that were taking place and which were, and
are still being reflected in the printed pages of the period. Apart from the
actual format and presentation of these printed pieces, many of them contain
information which give a clear insight into the attitudes and codes of social

behaviour that were the expected practige of the period., The early newspapers

are a very readily available source of all kinds@finformation, as well as being.

fine examples of the quality of printing that was being carried out.
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In my research I collected as many examples as possible of Kilkenny printed
work. When these pieces are put side-by-side it becomes possible to analyse
the changes in type style and format as they occurred. For the purpose of this
thesis, I have delegated the different pieces that I have found into their
correct periods, around which I hope to be able to give some of the relevant
history. With some items I have included much more historical details than
with others. This I have done, because I found that to talk about some items
it was necessary to have good background information, while with others, a

general knowledge of the printing of the time was sufficient, Knowing some of the

Finally, in order to give the complete picture with regard to the setting up and
commencement of printing in Kilkenny, I have included a brief synopsis of the
comnencement of the invention of printing, and how it actually travelled across
Europe, into England and eventually entered Ireland and Kilkenny. In order to be
able to judge rightly the good or bad features of types used for the printing of
some of the Kilkenny printed pieces which I came across, I have also included

some information in relation to theearlier forms from which our modern types have

With the late intorduction of printing into Ireland it is very interesting to

be able to compare the quality of printing that was done here with the standards
of printing done in Europe at the same time remembering that England and Europe
had far more practice in the trade than Ireland. This sort of information also
gives us some idea of the origins of type used in Ireland, in this case Kilkenny,

and also the origins of page size and layouts that were adapted here,

Ireland may have been one of the last countries to avail of this new art called
printing, but from my research and the various examples of printed pieces that
I came across, I am of the opinion that it did not take long to catch up with

the rest of Europe. Ireland indeed Produced some very commendable Printing,
even from a provincial place such as Kilkenny,
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According to the history of printing, the history of printing from moveable
types can be roughly divided into the following periods:

1. 1450-1550: The creative century, which witnessed the invention and
beginnings of practically every single feature that
characterises the modern piece.

2. 1550-1800: The era of consolidation which developed and refined the

the achievements of the preceeding period in a predominantly

conservatige spirit.

3. 1800- The period of tremendous technical advances

to the present:
which has radically changed the methods of production and

distribution as well as the habit of producers and readers,

Printing in Ireland can only be traced back to the second of these three
periods, . with printing in Kilkenny commencing approximately one hundred years
after the commencement of this second period.

China was the first place that true Printing first began. It is thought that
Some time in the eleventh century a man called Pi-Sheng introduced separate or
movable types. Chinese, however, was a non-alphabetic script and was not at all
suited to the use of moveable type and so Pi-Sheng's invention expired with his

death.

Printing does not appear in Europe until after the enterprising adventures of
Marco Polo and other travellers to China. Before this time all books in Europe
had been supplied by the labours of the scribes, but by the acquired power of
literacy, the graphic word was unrested from conventional signs, and soon
attained the enormous Strength of mechanical multiplication. The enormous
contrast between the scribe and the press soon showed Printing to be a speedier
way of getting Messages into many people's heads, through their eyes. Contrary to
what the vast majority of people have been led to believe, Gutenberg did not
invent the Printing press or discover the transfer by impression, but he can

be acclaimed as the Progenaster of the periodical press. His was the first
successful venture in mass production, and his end product lost little ip

apperance and quality when compared with the hand product that had gone before,
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Gutenbergs press remained in use without any very radical improvement for more

than three centuries. Its working required a great deal of muscular force; the
pull and weight of the machine made presswork toilsome, and it was incapable of
printing a full sheet of paper at one pull. However it sufficed for its day,

and for the then limited section of the public which could read its products.

TYPE DESIGN

The development of type design began in the fifteenth century in Germany.

These first letters of type were one variety or another of what we have come to
call gothic. This was usually a very decorative letter and wagused in both the
manuscripts and most of the early printed books. The regularity of each letter,
the compactness of each line, along with the closely woven pattern of each page,

rather than clarity and legibility were the effects a well trained scribe sought

to produce. The printer unhesitantingly accepted this convention.

The early printers were their own typefounders and manufacturers of almost
everything they required, but specialization soon appeared and seperate work-
shops came into existence for the founding of type. Printing houses one by one
closed down their founderies and allowed themselves to depend on the specialists
for their material. This tendency led to a gradual improvement of the technical

quality of type.

After Gothic, there was a turnabout to Roman types. These types can be
classified as either old-face, modern or transitional. One of the most

beautiful and legible of these roman types was used by Nicholas Jenson in Venice
in 1470.

and most famous in their field.

Jenson and Griffi were the first type cutters and possibly the best
Their influences and fame spread across Europe
with the circulation of the books they printed or cut the types for, and most
countries that turned to roman types adopted first a letter after the Jenson
model, and later began to experiment for themselves. A slightly lighter version
of Jensons type was developed in France in the early sixteenth century by the
famous type designer Claude Garamond, and it is still in use today by book

printers.
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As native designers and cutters arose, typefaces began to alter in appearance.
Letters were made sharper, the serifs were given fuller and more graceful
brackets, and the contrast between thin and thick strokes was accentuated.

The Venetian flavour that had once distinguished the printed page was

disappearing.

Among the main typecutters that have been influencing our printed page since
the beginning of printing are William Caslon and John Baskerville. Many of

their types are still used widely in the ordinary run of book production today.

Apart from the old-faces and moderns, there was what were known as the
transitionals. These type faces were what could only be called 'inbetween'
typefaces as they were neither old-face or modern. A fine example of a
transitional typeface is 'Clarendon' which is a victorian typeface which was
originally cut in 1845. It became known in the trade as 'Egyptian' because

of its slab serifs. It became very popular and is still in much use today.

It is to the above men, along with many others to whom we owe the style of our
printed pages, as we flick through them today. It is also to the skills and
inventive minds of Gutenberg, Pi-Sheng and others that we owe the very often
taken for granted privilege of turning back from the page on which we have

found something debatable, in order to find and re-read that point where the

argument started.

As I have already said, printing is one of those areas that at one stage or
another has influenced and touched upon everyone's lives. It is also an area
that can be very much taken for granted. Bearing this in mind, I hope to

end up with a clearer picture of how this skilfull trade managed to be set up

in Kilkenny, and the major contribution that it made from then onwards to the

everyday hustle and bustle of a country town.

Being a native of this town, and also a student in the field of visual
communication, the researching and writing of this subject was of special interest
to me. I hope that my findings may also be of value to others with these same
interests who may wish to read it. Most of all I would like to think that this
written piece could be taken up by any individual, regardless of whether they
have a special interest in print, type or simply Kilkenny and its origins, and

be of some value to them. Op this note I would like to Proceed,
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A printing house in the sixteenth century
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Ernest McClintock Dix,
a Dublin solicitor started on the work of registering all the books, pamphlets
and newspapers printed in Ireland. He began collecting these items and compiled

many articles and pamphlets on the history of printing in the various Irish towns.

It was from many of these articles and notes that I was able to piece together
the various bits and pieces of information with regard to the commencement of

printing in Kilkenny.

As one would almost expect, printing did not appear in Kilkenny on any great
scale for quite a long time after it had first arrived in Ireland. Dublin
was the main activity centre for any major printing jobs that were done in

Ireland in the early days of this new technology.,

Likewise, Ireland was also one of the latest of the European Nations into
which the art of printing was introduced. According to Dr. Madden

(a noted Irish historianj, it was not until 155] that printing found its way
into Ireland, seventy seven years after Caxton had printed the first book at

Westminister in 1474.

In 1551, "The book of Common Prayer and Adminestrative of the Churche" was
printed in Dublin in alternate lines of black and red ink, by Humphrey Powell,
This is believed to have been the first work printed in Ireland, a copy of

which is preserved in the library of Trinity College, Dublin.

Four years later, two books were noticed in their title pages as having been
printed at Waterford, but as there was no evidence of printing having been so
early executed in that city, these books are alleged to have been printed in
London. It seems that from this time forward, the few books that were published

in Ireland, were usually reprints of London books.

The first attempts at printing in Ireland are enveloped in much doubt. The
early . printers, publishers, and booksellers of Ireland, in the eye of the law,
were looked upon as a stubborn race of dare devils, who had not:

"The fear of God, nor the respect for the executive before their eyes."
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Tt was often for very little reason that the authorities would swoop down upon
these printers, seize their plant and if failing to capture the unlucky
printers, outlawed them by warrant for their "seditious and treasonable
practices". They were narrowly watched, and though some were granted a
licence, they were scarcely trusted to carry out their job without a constant

espionage. The state printers were the only exception to this rule.

This code of practice was the same in all areas where printing was allowed to
be practiced. Kilkenny was no exception and the influence of the authorities
of Law and the state printers bore a great influence on the progress of

printing there.

As printing houses were set up in connection with several of the monastic and
religious houses in England, and books issued there, it follows some of the
very earliest printing carried out in Ireland was done in the Irish monastic
establishments during the sixteenth century. As a result, the first efforts
at printing in Ireland were confined most exclusively to pamphlets and books

connected with the services of religion and the church.

Before 1600, very little of any sort of printing was executed in the country,
and when it was done, it was usually connected to either the church or the
state. It is interesting to find that Waterford speedily followed the example
of Dublin in becoming one of the early homes of typography in Ireland. There
are many pamphlets and prints bearing the date as printed at Waterford during
the sixteenth century but as no data is available as to the existence of any
press at Waterford so early, it is thought that some of these works were

printed on the continent and possibly privately printed in this country.

All of this information is very interesting in relation to printing in Kilkenny,
as Waterford and Kilkenny always had long standing relationships with each
other with regard to any printing carried out in each city, so if printing was
done in Waterford at that time, it would not have been unusual to find some

connection with printing carried out in Kilkenny at the same time,

From the seventeenth century up until nearly the close of the eighteenth

century, printers, publishers and booksellers in Ireland were obliged to be




careful of what they printed against the powers that ruled. Authors and
printers, clerical and lay, unless they worked in the service of the state,
worked at great risk of oppression in Ireland in the early days of the
printing trade. This of course was not helped by the disturbed state of
Ireland in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries which proved very
unfavourable to any progress in the art of printing. However, from the
middle of the eighteenth century until its close, the printing, publishing
and bookselling trades in Ireland made rapid strides, though a great quantity

of the works were reprints of English and foreign books.

Comparatively speaking, very little printing appears to have been done in
Ireland, outside the capital, until the early part of the eighteenth century.
Journalism and periodical literature such as it existed down to the close of the
eighteenth century and for a portion of the nineteenth century usually

consisted of the rampant literature of the dominant ruling party. Many of

the Irish newspaper press which were once powerful, popular and influential,
declined in public favour dispite the great exertions of their proprietors and
were forced to give way to new aspirants who again, after dictating and

leading opinion for many years, had also to give way to new comers.

This sort of political influence could also be seen to have had an effect on
'Finns Leinster Journal' of 1767, which later became known as the 'Kilkenny
Journal' which was run by Catherine Finn after the death of her hushand. I
hope to be able to refer to this interesting little newspaper office at a
later date, but at this point, I think it isinteresting to note that the vast
majority of the printed books, pamphlets and other publications issued in the
provincial cities and towns such as Kilkenny during the early printing days
were printed at newspaper offices such as 'Finns'and issued therefrom.
Outside the capital, these little newspaper offices became the established

printing houses for the provincial press.
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As can be imagined from what I have already said, the actual setting up and
running of a printing house in Ireland during these early days of printing
took a lot of courage as i mént that as a printer, you would always be
under the watchful eye of thellaw. Should a printer happen to publish
something that was not looked upon favourably by the powers that ruled, it
was quite likely that his whole operation would be closed down, leaving the
printer without a means of earning a living, of worse, it would not have been

unusual for the printer to end up in prison.

However, as in all oppressed circumstances, a number always manage to survive
the heavy hand of the law and continued to work on in spite of all the draw-—
backs. Kilkenny was no exception, with its own printing presses going through
some varied and turbulent times as printing in Kilkenny in the seventeenth
century arose through the political emergencies of the time, and of the wars,

principally between the royalist and parlimentary parties.

When the Catholic Confederation was established in Ireland, they took up
their headquarters in Kilkenny and held their Parliament there, where they
remained until the Royalist cause was defeated. Kilkenny city had its finest
hour in the seventeenth century when the supreme council of Catholics ruled
from there. Printing in Kilkenny during this period lasted a very short time
and then ceased there. This printing was 1imited to a period of less than
ten years, namely between the years 1642 and 1649 inclusive. This limited

period can be divided into three parts:
1. The printing done prior to 1646 for the Supreme Council.

9. The press of the society of Jesus, which was taken over by the

Supreme Council.

3. The printing by William Smith, printer to the Duke of Ormonde, during

the very brief period he governed alone in Kilkenny for the King.

These will now be discussed in greater depth.
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THE PRINTING DONE PRIOR TO 1646 FOR THE SUPREME COUNCIL:

The Confederate Catholic party of Ireland first got over a press from the
continent. This press was established by Rinuccini, the popes Nuncio, for
the purpose of giving publicity to his orders and those of the Supreme
Council of the Confederate Roman Catholics, who at that time met in the city
of Kilkenny. This press was worked for a time in Waterford by Thomas Burke,
their printer. In the year 1646 an almanae was printed at Waterford and a
similar one in London, each of which contained a short summary of Irish

affairs. The latter was entitled "The bloody Irish Almanae."

However, printing in Waterford appears as far as this press was worked by
the Confederate Catholic party, to have ceased in the year 1646. It is
thought that Thomas Bourkes press was transferred from Waterford to Kilkenny,
as at this time, printing ceased in Waterford and became much more abundant

in Kilkenny, in the latter part of the fifth decade of the seventeenth century.

Kilkenny became a great stronghold of the confederate Catholics who printed
many proclaimations, declarations, and manifestoes while they were in power
there. It was not possible to get copies of these declarations, but the
titles are rather interesting as they tell us a lot about the powers that

ruled at this time. One of the most famous of these declarations was called:

"The declaration of Owen O'Neill, which was published in the
headquarters of that part of the army adhering to him, together
with the right honourable the supreme council of the confederate
catholics of Ireland in 1640."

Another manifesto published by the council assures the Roman Catholics in the

English quarters that they shall

"ot be molested the object of the council of the Confederate

Catholics, being always to protect the catholics of the realm".

This manifesto was printed in Kilkenny in 1646. It was only 12" by &"

in size. A third manifesto which was also printed by the confederate

Catholics in Kilkenny in 1648 is headed:
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"by the Supreme Council of the Confederate Catholics of Ireland."

This manifesto was also very small in that it was only 16" by 12" in size.
It becomes very obvious from these titles, that the Supreme Council of the
Confederate Catholics were very much the ruling power in Kilkenny during

that period.
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THE PRESS OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS:

As already stated, the first efforts at printing in Ireland were almost
confined exclusively to tracts and books connected with the services of

religion and the church. Up to and during this period very little printing
was done outside Dublin and when it was carried out it usually had

connections with either the church or the state.

The Rev. E. Hogan S.J., M.R.I.A. puts forward some very interesting

information which throws light upon the printing in Kilkenny at this

period. In father Hogan's chronological catalogue of the Irish province

S.J. he states:
"McDavitt, Bryan, born in Derry in 1606; entered the society in

Belgium in 1624. He bought in France the printing press for our

Irish fathers, which the confederates took for national purposes."

It is not Suprising therefore to find that the Jesuit order in Kilkenny
had a printing press in their house of novitiate. Father Hogan continues
on to note:
"SARRAZIN, GEORGE, born in Ireland or France, entered the society in
1644; was a temporal coad juter (head assistant), and died at Evora
after 1657. He had charge of our printing press in Kilkenny in 1648."

During this period they used this press for printing documents in connection

with their order.

On one sheet which was printed there, Lord O'Neale, who was one of the
Supreme Council, was reflected upon adversely. The result was, the Supreme
Council took offence at this, reproved the Jesuits for it, and subsequently
issued a proclaimation protbhiting anything being printed by the Jesuits
unless it was signed by seven of the councillors. This proclaimation was
made in April 1648. The Supreme council afterwards sent their secretary to
take possession of the press. They also took over the men who worked at it,

and ordered them to work for the councils wages,
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confirms that there was a printing press in Kilkenny in use by the Jesuits,

and that the first few items were printed at it, and not at Bourke's press

as was often suggested. When this press was taken over bodily the Supreme

Council,

it was used at least in part for their own printing in Kilkenny,

It is also thought that it was possible that there were two presses used

by the Supreme Council at Kilkenny, or if not, one was most certainly

stationed in Kilkenny, and the other at Waterford. This was noted because

of some undoubted difference of type in some of the printed pamphlets

published in Kilkenny at this time. The last imprint with Bourke's name

is dated 1646, at Waterford.

Many of these pamphlets which were thought to have been printed in Kilkenny

are only known by the existence of a reprint in London of the Kilkenny

printed pamphlet. On many of these pamphlets, no place of printing is given

but from the type and ornaments or dates, or from the nature of the contents,

it seemed almost certain that they were printed in Kilkenny.

The press at Waterford however, was ultimately seized by the Cromwellion

party when they obtained possession of the town in August 1649,




THE PRINTING BY WILLIAM SMITH, PRINTER TO THE DUKE OF ORMONDE:

Ormonde landed in Cork on Michaelmas Day 1648, and on the 6th of January
following (1649) he concluded a peace with the Supreme Council of the
Confederate Catholics, who had for some time had their headquarters in

Kilkenny. By this peace he consolidated the Royalist interest in Ireland.

In the calendar of state papers for Ireland the volume for "1647-1660"

there is noted on page forty, thet the Marquess of Ormonde issued a
proclaimation announcing the conclusion of a peace with the general assembly,
and that all the king's subjects were to take notice thereof, This
proclamation bears date the 17th of January 1648 and it is stated that it

was printed at Kilkenny by William Smith. The orignal is in the public record

office in London.

Ernest McClintock Dix, on being admitted a member of the Royal Irish Academy,
found in a bundle in a strong room there of what is looked upon as being a
very rare and perhaps a unique specimen of Irish printing., This unique
specimen was another procalmation by Ormonde later in date to the one I have
just mentioned, by five days. I was fortunate enough in being able to get

a copy of this proclamation along with two other proclamations.

On this note I would also like to bring your attention to some other

proclamations which I came across ip a book called 'Irish History'. I was

tions and pamphlets that were printed in London and Dublin, which were very
similar to some of the declarations I have Jjust mentioned, which also

included reprints of some Kilkenny printed proclaimations of this Same period,

collections. Both proclamations have the title:

"The Articles of Peace".
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KILKENNY PRINTED PROCLAMATIONS OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY contd:

These proclamations show us that , in comparison to London, Kilkenny
printing was of a very high standard, and well able to stand up among the
best. But with London print also being a reflection of the standard of
print that was being done in Europe, it also shows us that Kilkenny printing
stood as high up in the field of print as any of the best centres in Europe.

This can be clearly seen in the proclamations which I shall g0 on to discuss.

Another of the London printed proclamations which I found was called:

"THE BLOODY DIURNELIL FROM IRELAND"
(see illustration no. 1), on which it is stated that the orignal was printed in
Kilkenny and the reprint, of which I have included a copy, was printed in
London. Many of the items which I found in this book were almost all printed
in London, but are almost all op the subject of Ireland, stating the political
happenings here during that particular period. Many of them make reference
to the activities of the Duke of Ormonde and the Confederate Catholics of
Kilkenny. I have included photocopies of some of these printed pieces as I
think they play an important role in showing us examples of type, style and
the quality of printing that was done. It is very interesting to compare the

two sets of proclamations which were printed simultaneously in London and

Kilkenny.

These proclamations are all of a small size which means that they were likely
to have been printed on one of the small hand presses common at that time,
These hand presses usually consisted of a flat plate and the bed on which

the forme is laid. Hinged on the bed was a frame, the tampon, holding a
stretched canvas vellum sheet, on which the paper to be printed was fixed in

a predetermined position. The forme was inked by rolling with a hand roller,

Once the type was inked, the tympon was lowered onto the forme. The bed

was set on runners, so that by turning a handle it came to rest immediately
below an iron plate, the platen. A lever was then pulled over to bring the -
platen down with considerable, but gradual Pressure on the tympon, the lever
was released, the bed withdrawn and the tympon raised, The sheet of printed

paper was removed and hung over a line like g piece of washing for the ink to
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dry. This cycle of operation was repeated for the next sheet until the

edition was complete.

It is most likely that the early printing presses in use in Kilkenny during
the seventeenth century by the Confederate Catholics, the Jesuits and the
Duke of Ormonde were all ones similar to the one I have just described, as
this type of hand press is typical of the type used for printing during this
period, and was continued to be used by satisfied printers for over nearly

four centuries.

The size of these proclamations also tells us that the presses that they
were printed on must have been fairly small, which made it easy to have the
presses lifted from place to place. This also made it easy for the
authorities to shut down and remove a whole printing press if they did not
approve of what was being printed. One instance of such happenings had
already taken place in Kilkenny in the seventeenth century, which I have
already mentioned, whereby the press was taken over by the Cromwellians,
During their takeover of Kilkenny they also took control of the Royalist
and Ecclesiastical presses which they either disposed of, or carried out of

the country, no longer to be used in Kilkenny.

The three Kilkenny printed pieces done in successive years seem to have been
printed by the same person, who in this case was 'William Smith' printer to
the Duke of Ormonde. All three Pieces would seem to be printed in what is
known as old-style roman type, which was used by printers generally right
throughout the seventeenth century and the greater part of the eighteenth

century. This type would be a direct decendent of the roman type used by

the early Italian printers, including the Very great venetian printer, Jenson.

Previous to this, the early printers struggled to try and reproduce lettering

similar to that found in the early manuscripts, but with the introduction
of the roman typeface during the renaissance in Italy, it soon spread to
Spain and France, and later into England and Ireland leaving Germany the

only land in which the use of the gothic letter continued to be practised,
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THE ARTICLES OF PEACE:

"“"”"I"““ To begin with I would like to take a comparative look at the Proclamations
8 N entitled: i
) — \.1 "THE ARTICLES OF PEACE" (see illustrations nos. Z.and3.)
\
‘, B T - The very first thing that strikes me about these two pieces is the simplicity
; 3 __, of the Kilkenny proclamation in comparison to the London one, The Kilkenny
f'i' r Proclamation states very clearly 'The Articles of Peace' with a single block
J 1 E 7 of type directly underneath the display type explaining who the Articles of
j Peace were agreed between, Underneath this in big bold type is the seal of
’ r " the Duke of Ormonde, with the Kilkenny emblem inserted into it. The seal
f "'mhl“““ with its big bold letters C.and R, is further emphasised by its placement
dil‘_p:)'} g ;0. O‘m, T ]I:’,f}'; 16,-__5,6". b} .!A’_“' Ev— A‘H] on.th]e-a page, with plenty of space left 8I‘OUI.1d it so'tl.hat it stands out
S Ban e I‘_—IisEXCCIIGHC}’,;',’?‘f:’Z‘ffLQI'CI Marques = ! .———' crisply and clearly on the page. In fact, 10 my opinion the layout and
{ Ormord Lord Licnienant General,and General Gover. f' A display of this Proclaimation is excellent and has as good a visual impact as

nor of His Majelties Kingdem of Irelund His Maizftizs
Commiffioner , to Treat and Conciudea Peace

with His Majelties _Ror’n:n Catholique Sub- | today,
Jeéts of the faid Kingdom, by vertue of ; ——1 o
His Majelties Commiffion under the F e
T
: ' TRy e Y . Z 2 : R
Grear Seal of 55;; e L 4 :.‘;"V '-’”Ej, { In comparison, when you look at the London printed 'Articles of Peace',
g ‘\f"-:- JL \;..: 2 3 5. SO uy | ¢ < - : / :
Bearing date at Bickingbam onthe 24 day of | (see illustration no. =. ) you see that it 1S a much more elaborate piece of
@i il ST @ R HATT K 2 a8 A 1 :
i SEa Sl i) o B0 el D& f __—
:?7,,;--’:m’I!;E'I;V;:Iﬁntlefpﬂjcﬂ;?‘m m_:_i;.cngn!, ior and on 7 , . ( work, but not necessarly a better plece of work, In fact, in my opinion
the bebalf-of His moft Excellen Majefty of the ope oare 3 B

there is so much information confined into the same s 1f not smaller amount of

|
I

: AND

= K Jf:'"’ ¥ 1 ETI‘P r Af '2‘__ 4] o= Phim e - .'/ = . . . - .
3, D‘}:‘%”f‘-om } 1‘_‘39”-?1,-’“’“{‘5:}’:4-!4 others appoInt- gz f ——y— space as the Kilkenny piece, that one almost becomes swamped in text. This is
&5 - edand Authorized by His-Majefties faid Roman Catho- SHia
pa &=, | 1 S i not helped by the surrounding of the whole text area with decorative type

7, =3
gy 1 T Gt B
lque sud

] y vertue of ap Autherity of the (5id-
518 Romns Carholigue Subjeés, b:::ix:g date the fixth day of
3 > S o
s, derch, 1645, andin'the One and twentieth year of
His Majefties Reign, of the other part,
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{: :r%f‘-féiﬂ‘;,,?év —— e - L In fact, when I first read this Piece, all that it kept reminding me of, was
,,f E[;L:;Jam C'r::’frf«ér?r vemmang of the Lord | i the text that an optician would give to somebody when he is testing their
: %g’ Tl 5:?"7'77873723:3??5{?“&;?;;‘2& ‘j r‘j iy eyes! The text begins with 'The Last Articles of Peace' which does stand out
L‘ 5 mc»;;.ﬁéﬂ?“;c“;éj{{fi’f‘;;f;";f‘j‘”’ ol * 3 ' very clearly as it is done inp big bold type similar to the Kilkenny piece.
=.--.%;'x{:'n‘;ﬁ.;‘£%f;;g};;;{f%ﬁ,@%é%i;__-,;Jé%%;“g : 4 However as you read on down the page each line of type seems to get smaller
: e , | and shorter, which makes you almost wonder if like the opticians text, you
j ﬁm"ﬂ"‘"““““’ ' J Sy may end up not being able to reag the last lipe!
Yo LONdon Prinke, ec i J =
s The display type making up the 'Articles of Peace' (see illustrations nos.
J 4 ’w”:-.am\,.:%“.) is almost identical on both pieces, However in the Kilkenny piece,
_’ 'Articles' was picked out as being the most important word, and made to stand
J] out from the rest. In the Londop Piece, 'articles' ang 'peace’, are both
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given the same amount of emphasis with the word 'Peace gaining even more
emphasis than articles, simply because it is a shorter word and was thus

allowed more letter sSpacing,

In the Kilkenny printed Proclamation .the word 'articles' reads almost as
'ar-ticles' because of the greater amount of space left between the R and T

in comparison tothe rest of the letters making up the word, In contrast, the
words 'of peace' read almost as one word 'ofpeace' because of the lack of
enough space betwean the letters F ang P. This does not happen to the same
extent in the London proclamation, but the letter Spacing in the word 'article’
could still pe improved upon, However, in Spite of these criticisms the
display lettering on both these pieces are highly commendable, especially when
it is remembered that at that time, display types were nothing more than large

sizes of those typefaces that were used for the Printing of the text type.
as instant display lettering,

Apart from the title displays, both proclamations are really very different
from one another, There is much more text in the London Proclamation,
(see illustration TIO: iz ) which as I have Stated earlier, seems to get

smaller and smaller as your eye travels down the page. Emphasis when required

It is interesting to note the black lines which have been inserted to Separate
the publisher from the rest of the text., If you look closely at them you will

See that they have been made up of single pieces of metal placed side by side

to make up a thin line, which at times fail to meet, Similarly, a closer look

e
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border, flower by flower.

In comparison to the more elaborate style of the London Proclamation, the

text of the Kilkenny proclamation seems very simple. All the text fits into
one block which is Placed underneath the title, and set to the column width of
the word 'articles', Again the text is very evenly set, but there is Some
difficulty in reading it which has possibly been created by an uneven
application of ink at the Printing stage. This block of type, when looked

at as a unit seems rather grey in colour, especially when it ig compared to
the big bold letters of the word 'articles'. Other factors which possibly

contribute to thisg uneveness of colour created in the text are:
% The fact that the letters themzelves Seem to be rather roughly cut,

2% An uneveness of Spacing, with no Space at all left between some of

the words, and SO, when proper Spacing is used it begins to create

uneven gaps.

Emphasis on particular words in the text: of this piece is Created by the

use of letter spacing as in the name '"JAMES', which in the London print was
p g

given emphasis by the use of italic lettering,
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KILKENNY PRINTING 1647;

here is the use of type flowers to produce a very decorative ending. On

pPrinting was made up of small individual pfeces. This can be seen by the
way some of the elements, especially on the first line, are placed more
apart than others, As g result, there are g8aps created within the pattern,
which allows us the opportunity of clearly being able to decipher the way

in which such a pattern was put together by the printer.

The block of type (see illustration no 9. ) on this piece also seems to
have been unevenly printed, with some of the letters such as the Ywl, e
and 'a' filling in. The print is of the same type face and set across the
same column width as the type on 'The Articles of Peace', but the type size
is much smaller and in myopinion, more difficult to read. The type seems

to have been set more carelessy with many of the letters falling below the
line of type. Again, there are Spaces left between some of the words and
none between others, as the Printer seems to have made the effort to Jjustify
the lines. This would have been highly commendable if he had managed to
make the whole text fit into four even lines, but somehoyw he managed to fit
everything except for the last five letters of the last word, which make

very little sense, hanging in mid air,
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the LORD LEVTENANT GENERALL AND GENERALL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND:

(Kilkenny Printing 1648)
Finally, I come to the most famous of the three pieces that Dix came acrosg

in a bundle in the Store room of the Royal Academy, Again this piece looks
very similar in style to that of the 'Articles of Peace'. Tt i3 algg pPrinted
in the same type face and across the same column width, twenty four picas, as

the previous two,

The body type is the same as that used on the Second plate, though on first
glance it seems much more evenly set and also Seems to have been printed with
a much more even coat of ink. What Strikes me most about this piece is the
number of different type sizes that are used to make up the display heading,

Out of the six lines of type, there are five different type sizes used,

All are set in capitals. Emphasis ig given to 'General Governor of!' by the

use of the largest lettering, However, William Smith, the printer was not

as many of the letters fall above or below the line of type. This is
especially noticible in the word' 'governor' in which the individual letters

Seéem to be falling at all angles, (see illustration no. 12

The style in which the word 'Ormonde' is Printed is worth noting, (see
illustration no, 1% ) in that the first letters 'Qr' are printed as normal,
but the remainder of the word 'monde' has been printed in italics. This is

unusual, in that you would rarely see a word printed in such 4 manner today,

complex as those done by hand, and ip the early days some of these were

actually hand done onto the individual sheets, by a pen and a brush,

It is interesting to note the way in which the large initial 'w' has been
printed on this piece, (see illustration no, 1%, ) If you take a second

glance at this initial, you will See that it has ip fact been made up of tyo

large 'V's which have been placed side by side to make up the 'W! shape
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many of the other Proclamations that I came across, (but have not included)
as having been printed ip London, the same large initial 'W' yag made up of
two large 'V's ip a similar fashion. The lack of large type Possibly accountg
for such practices. Tht limited range of type is also Possibly the reason

for so many different type sizes being used on a single page,

The placement of the large initial is also worthy of some consideratis; here,
In normal Printing circumstances, today, the placement of such an initial
would be done so that it would join with the word 'whereas' of which it is
part, without danger of misapprehension. It would also agree with subsequent
lines as though it were made to fit there, and not dropped haphazardly on the
page.

However, being printed in 1648, it was not possible for 'William Smith' to
enlarge or reduce his initial so that it fitted exactly an equal number of
lines of text in depth, He had to make do with what he had and place it to
the best of hig ability, However, I do think that it is worth noting that
if he had thought about making the initials fit more closely to the word, it
would read more as one, rather than reading, '"W' Hereas, This of course is
not helped by the continuation of the word in its own right. The text as a
whole is carefully set, but tends to 'bleed! outside its margins., The

length of the last line being longer than the length of the first line.

matter and very nicely inserted his Own name in italics to make it stand apart
from the rest of the printed matter. He also made an effort at decoration by

the use of borders made up from hig P¥inters flowers, These same flowers were

margins of type. Also, they could have looked so much nicer if they hgd
been placed Sstraight on the page.

However, looking at this piece as a unit, it ig My opinion that it maintaing

as high a standard of printing (especially, when it ig taken into consider-

ation the very limited facilities under which these Printers Operated)
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as any other printed matter that I have seen produced during this same

period. The quaint old english spelling takes a little bit of getting used

to on first reading.

I would like to conclude this chapter on printing in Kilkenny in the

Séventeenth century by including some of the observations made by Ernest

McClintock Dix, after he had examined this proclamation which he found.

(see illustration no. 11. ) One of the more interesting points that Dix

refers to is the Paper on which it is printed., He refers to the paper as

being 'very thin' but goes on to say that:
"even though it may look fragile, it is tougher and made of stronger

fiber than much of our modern paper".

Dix concludes his comments by saying:
"The ink is still very black and fresh, and though the whole is

perhaps somewhat crude in execution, it is very interesting and

well deserving of pPreservation."

The printing in Kilkenny during this period was brought to a conclusion by

on behalf of the king had again obtained

the Marquess of Ormonde, who,
which brought the work of the

possession of the pPrinting press in Kilkenny,
It would seem that the Marquess of Ormonde

Supreme Council to an end.
to do his printing for him. This

employed his own printer '"William Smith'

is verified by the imprint of 'William Smith' on the proclamations I have

It is thought that this 'William Smith' was brought over

Jjust talked about.
us tothis there

by the Marquess of Ormonde from England or abroad, as previo

is no record of this printer having done any other printing in Kilkenny or

even Dublin, where all other major printing in Ireland was u
s' name in fact, first appears as a printer in this proclaim-
the kindred one being in

sually done.

'"William Smith'
atoon which Dix came across in the Royal Academy,

the Public Record Office in London.

Unlike his predecessor, Thomas Bourke, William Smith did not end his career

as a printer in Kilkenny, but moved to Cork, where his name is to be found in

the imprint of a few works between the years 1657 and 1690. Thomas Bourke,

the printer of the Confederate Catholics disappears when their confederation

was broken up and his name is not traced again,
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Printing came to England through the Netherlands, who for long influenced

it most. Following the style in vogue on the continent, they obtained

most of their materials there, and also imported their workmen from Holland or

France. Up until the beginning of the eighteenth century very little of
typrographical importance had happened in England, and as Ireland depended

almost solely on England for its print materials and typographical influences,

the same could be said of Ireland.

A whole century elapsed apparently before printing revived in Kilkenny.

According to Ernest McClintock Dix, the first item may be dated about 1759
"I can trace no other work with Crofton's imprint."

One of the most famous Pieces ever to be printed in Kilkenny was done in

the eighteenth century by Fr. Thomas Burke, and is known as 'Hibernia
Dominicana' 1762. This famous printed piece is a history of the Dominican
order in Ireland, Up to and during the eighteenth century. It also contains
many valuable documents which Dr Bourke, its author, was careful to insert
at every stage of his narrative. As a result this book is a very valuable

asset in the study of Irish History, especially for the second half of the

eighteenth century, :

to be printed in Kilkenny.

HIBERNIA DOMINICANA was initiated by the master general of the Dominican
order in 1748, who ordered that each province of the order should elect its
own historigrapher who sould compile its history. When completed, the
history of each province was to be forwarded to Rome for formal approbation,

However, it was not until 1753 that this order was implemented in the Irish !

province, when Fr. Thomas Burke was unanimously elected for the task.
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Thomas Burke was born in Dublin in 1710. When he was fourteen years old he
was sent to the Irish Dominican convent of St. Sixtus in Rome where his
granduncle, Father Thomas Burke was prior. There he made his solemn

profession in 1726, 1Ip 1743 he returned to Dublin, a Dominican priest.

On being appointed the task of compiling the history of the order in
Ireland he set about it with enthusiasm. He already had some experience in
literary work, so this was nothing new to him. Without any delay, he wrote
to the superiors of Dominican Houses all over the country seeking informa-
tion and transcriptions of any papers in their posscssion., He worked for
four years on his history and finally in 1757 he had completed his task.

He had now to make a copy of the entire work.

However, the seven years war was going on in Europe at the time and so he
was very reluctant to hazard his precious orignal on the long journey to
Rome. He decided to wait. TIn the meantime he was appointed bishop of
Ossory in 1759 and went to reside in the Cathedral city of his diocese,
Kilkenny. Tired of waiting for the troubles in Europe to cease, it secems

he decided to go ahead and get his work printed himself at the office of

Edmund Finn,

Edmund Finn founded the 'Leinster Journal' Neéwspaper in 1767, which
remained in his family until 1801 or even later. He is thought to have
orignally come from Cork, where he worked as @ master printer, and it is

also thought that he Printed a book there in 1766,
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Exantiquis Manufcriptis, probats Auctoribus, Lierjs Originalibys
nunquam antehac impreffis, Inttrumentis authenticis, & Archivis, alylque invictz
Fidei Monumentis deprompta,

IN QU2

Nedum omnia, quz ad Mmemoratam attinene Provinciam, & Cznobia ejus, tam
intra quam extra Regnum Hibernie conftituca (interjeis fingulorum Fundatorum
Genealoyjis) atque Alumnos ipfius, fey Dignitate Epifcopali, fey Munere
Provinciali, fey Librorum Vulgatione, fey Martyrio, Publicave Vireueis Opinione

claros, fuccinéte diﬁin&eque exhibentur,

SED ETIAM PLURA

Regulares generatim fumptos, Clerumque Szcularem, necnon & Res Civijeg
Hibernie, arque etiam Magne Britann.e fpectantia, fparfim appofiteque, adjeig
infuper Notis OPportunis, inferuntury & in perfpicuo Ordine clocantur,

PER

P THOMAM DE BURGO, praelibati Ordinis Alumnum, 8 Theoloziz
Magiftrum, & Protonocarium Apo&olicum, necnon Hiberyie Dosinicane
Hiﬁoriographum, poltea,
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- HIBERNIA DOMINTCANA:
N
= “T‘"~f I was able to look at a copy of this work by Thomas Burke in the National
X f 4 Library Dublin, which was reprinted in 1970 by:
_ "Gregg International Publishers Limited", England, and printed
; in Western Germany,
_:~‘ 37 I was very lmpressed when I saw the size of this work, alleged to have been
: -Fm“d Printed in Finps Journal office in Kilkenny. The very fact that they were
B | able to produce a work of this size in 0y opinion was a big achievement ip
7 i itself,
R -
F— 4 There was 3 tradition ip Kllkenny that this work was printed with the same
- o= fount of type used by the Confederate Catholics for their state printing,it
- would seem as if this Printing press was also used for the Printing of some
o of the earlier acts similar to the Proclamations I have already mentioned,
-f—T‘ﬁa I have included copies of some of the main pages including the title page
& -

ot the sixteenth century,

The early Manuscripts before this did not possess a title page but started
Straight into the text on Pages one and two. But as the title page
developed it was used a4s a means of giving the title of the book some
significance, along with the name of the authorand the printer. In this
respect the title page of 'Hibernia Dominicana' bears much resembelance to

those early title pages.

Dy
e Here (see illustration no. 17, ) you will find that much of the wording is
T printed in the same size and face of type as that used for the text. Tt
. = should also be noted that unlike a modern title page, there is quite a vast
- ; amount of extra information given along with the essential information of
the authors name and the names of the publisher ang printer,

m_—
- ] Larger sizes of type are brought in for the main line '"Hibernia Dominicang!

which is printed in bold, the rest of the sub headings being printed ip

smaller and lighter typefaces. The typefaces used are Very similar to those

used on the 'proclamations printed almost a ce
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SUPPLEM-ENTUM

HIBERNIA DOMINICANZE,

Varia Virorum Generum compleétens

ADDETAMEN’E‘A,

Juxtd memorag] Operis Seriem
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Per eundem Aultorem

P. THOMAM DEL BURGO, 0. P.

Ep-fc-P-m Off=r-nfem,

Anno Domini MDCCLXXIL
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% ‘IN“‘ It is very interestlng to note the difference in the setting of the first
3 j edition to that of the supplement, (see illustration no., 18, ) The title
g MI““" page of the supplement ig much closer to what one would expect to see inp
& N a printed book of thig century in comparison to the title page of the first
h“*ﬂr~w- edition,
B =
- - It is much clearer and easier to read because of the fact that all the
5 f finer details of the first page are abandoned and only the necessary and
~qu‘_;a relevant pieces of information are included. This may have been done purely
o from a design point of view, but it could also have been done due to the fact
f i that the printer was looking at it form the point of view that most of those
¥ | e who would be reading the supplement would already have read the first edition,
=™ SO0 1t would not be necessary to cover the same ground again,
4 lﬁ e The layout of the type has been altered dramatically and this has been
;T__ . achieved by a greater emphasis being placed on the positioning and spacing of
: l_ g, the words, as Spacing is the means by which lines can be placed in exactly
 . _; the position that enhances and enforces them in relation to others,
: 7 'Hibernia Dominicana' is no longer the dominant type as is very much the case
3‘*_Ir'1“ in the first title page. Here the emphasis has shifted to the words
F — "supplementum' and 'Additamenta’. This has been achieved by both placement of
. the lines and letter spacing used. Our attention is almost immediately focused
Uﬁ_ﬁl~‘ o on the word 'Additamenta' simply because it has been placed in the upper part
- of the page, approximately one third of the depth down, which has always
l been the custom to Place the greatest weight of type. The reason for this
7 B being, the natural optical centre of the Page is distinctly higher than the
nnh_lr-ﬂ‘ physical centre. Also the use of letter spacing is a very simple but
{ E effective means of achieving emphasis and enhancing legibility, This trick
k"*'g'ﬁ’ has been put to use very well here with different amounts of letter spacing
= being used to alter the words "supplementum’ 'Additamenta’ and 'Disposita’

s each in a different way. Letter Spacing has also been used in the first

title page but it does not Create anything like the emphasis that is

created in the supplement title page.
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- Regni Hisenniz, ac Ordinis Przprcatorum Prote@ord,
_ i

; | F. Thomas pg Burco, Hib, Oy, Przd. E, .

- = S OLEMNE o8, & inoeterats bridem feribend; Ufu yeceptum, Princeps EMINENTISST202,

,: &t gui aligusd evulgat, illud, nifs clariffimi sujufpiam Patrons Aufpicifs fretum, ac mue
T~ witum, in Hominym Manus exire non patiatur, guo &9 Tft':lg Clypeus Operi accedat, €3 dia Sore
Mﬁ: Deroptata Suppediters AvRes i Occafea Venerariones, Swaiy € O%feqaiu;y, Publics profitends,

L Syem autem, quefo, Patronusm ambiret Opus, Hiberpize Domidicanz A; oriam exgiben;, quér
| Vigilontiffimum Hibernjm Regni, & Dominicani Qydings Proteftorem ( in quem perbells quadrat)

(g~ 32 18 efus Sinu, ad quem Mj;ﬁarl!é convolat, foveatur, in ejufque Humanitate Fure quodam Juo cona

guiefzat P Cui, amabs, ecenati qualemcungue meam Lucubrationem aptens aut accommodatizy

i A qudm peculiari meo Pstrons (cus tantoperé addifius Jum Riemoris profufe E:;zjcmticz Jempiterns)

[ ditare €5 devopeye Poffem ? Opgortunam JSeilice? nadtus Occafionem palim hgnificands conceptum

RS Jamdudim fingulayis bfervantie & Gratitudini, Senfum ergi EMINENTIAM Vvan, nrenog

Jeris (esfs Jers glmdend'i Publico perennique quopiam Momument, acceptorum Beneficiorusm jugenz

— O i tharddﬁmm, ad oemne Obfequium prompsiffimam Yoluntatens. Planz earm ¢ffe in Beneficiorym

| . al Largitione Legem, Sapientes Viri definiere, ut licst qui Beneficium largitus efty perpetue mandes

- Oblivions, quj nibilomings Beneficium accepity, nunguim ¢ Memoria excidere finat, Que quidems

= Lex, non bumanis Jancita Decretis, fed ¢ Naturg ipfa profeda, ufque ades lat? mirandym ;i Ma-

3 ] dum patet, ut nop Homines tantim Humanitatis Legrbug excultosy fed Bruta etiam Animantia, im-
| . 713 & immanes Firas, Vi Sud devinciag, :

His permotus Rationibys, CarDINALIUM ORNATISS‘IME, meunt induxi in  Animum iflius,

) R quem molitus fup, Librs, craffiors quamguam Minerys contextiy guafi Veftibulim, ut i25 laquar,

| Eminmt;ﬂfmo Tuo Namir:e-coboneﬂare, apertumque Venerationis smee Specimen malu; impar dare

— qudm nullum.  Sed, ut candig a%:e ingenut fatear, deterruerons me flatim fumma ilig Nobilitas,

; }7 fummague Dignitas, quibus in clefia Dei veluti Splendor fulse Firmamenti, ne Librum bune

. cum preeclariffimi Tui Nominis Ir:ﬁrr'ptiane Furis publici Jfacerem, quatenis is pimirim & Emin-

NENTIE Tuk Splendor;, &3 Defideria mes, quad ferventiffimum ¢f, parim 9ppids refpondere fa-

. eili Negatio intelligeren. A vers cim Erimem eximiam Affabilitaten Tuam, ac Fyc; omnis exper=

I tem "Benignitatem, tantamque perpetua Humanitatis Conflantiam, quanta vel i Homipe eptars

) Boffity panls accuratiis perpendere licuit, gbire Metus, tzfitationes procul gufuger, Agitationes
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L TH; It is also interesting to note that attention was placed on the design
‘M“ ? relationship of the title page to that of the text.(see illustration no.20, )
]-~_ This has been done by setting both title pages, but more noticably the first

one within the field of the text area. This has also been helped by setting
- |
]‘%‘h it in the type-face used for the text. This is an important point of note

with regard to the title page of any book as it is the introduction to the

T 1*‘*« typography as well as to the subject of the book.
r o
Tt An interesting point of note is the dividing lines between the title and
1 ] e the imprint. (see illustration no, 19, ) Rather than being made up of one long
- Strip as one would €xXpect, it is made up of single pieces of type which were

[ﬁ Placed together ip order to make up two long thin lines. However the setting
: 9 was not totally accurate, the result being a rather haphazzard looking line,
_ﬁxT‘—h' In contrast, on page twelve of this book, (see illustration no. 2.0. ) two

& Very similar lines are Printed almost perfectly,

_H‘[&~w The text type on this page (twelve) is set in italics with emphasis being
—— | Created by setting the first word and Some others throughout the EexE i)
Fﬁ*Tk £ plain type. Despite the type being so small, and also having been set in

italics, it is still legible. This must have been a Very painstaking and

| time-consuming task for the compositor of these pages, which were composed

solely by hand. To compose a book meant picking up each letter singly and
TT*1> > assembling it with others in an instrument called a composing stick,
: = according to the wording of the manuscript, which the compositor read phrase
o by phrase as he went along. A comparison to the time this must have taken is
T == made when it is thought that a good man could set one page of the 'Gutenberg
= ,“; Bible' in a day's work. A very slow process when compared to todays
(;;ﬁ technology.
b ]7 i Finally, I would like to note the way in which the index of this book has
& been laid out. (see illustration no, 2.1. ) The heading is given clear
rj‘[_ » prominence by the use of large letter spaced type, unlike the small word
e | 'index' which we have become used to in books today. Full use has been made
) o of the text area with type running from one side of the Page to the other
: _' o with the co—ordinating pagination being indicated directly underneath the
=
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« confirmantes, ac renovantes Decreta, 973“%’:;&? g:nggz gr[;);ﬂmlim fub formali Przcepto,
@ Superioribus przcipimus in Virtute Spiritus ki e broximo futaro umufcmufq.ue
¢ jmmo fub Pzna Nullitatis Atorum Capituli Provincialis, ut, o

Sue. i i - Definitorio elegi faciant Virum dotum, folertem, acri

@ Provinciz Capitulo, in communi Definitorio eiegl e e e
s battique Judicij, cui committatur propriz Provinciz, vel Congr;k*gb{jI St Lassda
¢ ac Dilgentid fcribenda ; eidemque teneantur Pnoresfub_?:_m?i_ ? ucommuConvenﬁl‘;us e
¢ Trimefire 2 Celebratione Capituli, communicare qu_rdqpld ‘_n m@é lé}_ i
¢ corum Fundatione fingulare, ac Memoriz dignum fuent, atque Jrdi R ’uon
¢ Gloriam pertinere videbitur, utab ipfo in Hiftoricos Provinaz Co_mmcngnd. it E'(:m‘jiue
¢ rum tamen Exemplar non anted Typis vuigetur, quim ad Magiftrum Qrdinis pro L. >
¢¢ & Approbatione mittatur.’ : ol S
An nipautem fequenti 1749 celebratum quidem fuit Capitulum .noﬁmrr! ?n_:\vmmale %z{g:mg;
in eo tamen ele€tus non erat Hiftoriographus, quatents Decreti iftius Notitia in_hanc ‘al: ZZ 2
Provinciam nondim adveniffer.  Quapropter expeftare oportebat Capvt‘u]u.n:. Provinciale ) n3
1753, in quo unanimi Suffragio Hiftoriographus fui electus ; qupd fané mihi magis jucun, 'u;a
foret nifi o ipfifimo - Tempore Przlo paraffem Opus hoc mferiptum Titulo : 1 ramfngﬁ"_"."?
Dogmatico-Carenico-Borale. Incan&tanter porrd ad Conventium tam intrd Regoum .x.;.lbs?’:'ul—ﬁf
conflitutorum, quim Extramationalium Superiores, aliofque pro Informationibus fcriplr, fed 2b 3
(unum alterumve £i excipias) quamquam etiam atque etiam rogatis, & prgenujﬁme exoratis, nole
lam porfis Opem literariam recepl, quod antique jam, & hen ! nimiim not= beff‘mg_eﬁarmz:;
bifce in Rebus Ignavie (abfit Injusia Verbo) partim atrribuendum videtur, partim verd quia Cz-
nobia omnia, eorumque proindé Archiva, adeoque & plurima przclariffima Monumenta, ex gqui-
bus laudabilifima nunc Hiforia conferibi pofiet, Acatholicorum Rabie in hand interruptis Bellorum,,
& Perfecutionum Cladibus 3 Lapfus in Schifma Hemriei VIII deftru@a fuere. Hinc polt perforu-
tatos tam publicos quim privatos quofdam Metropolis Dublinienfis Codices Manofcriptos, pat-
cofque Libros editos ad Rem meam fpeQantes, pertuftrandum mihi evat univerfom qua laté pa-
tet Regnum, quod, benedicente Domino, feliciter prftiti ; demimque ut hanc, quam nadus
fum, Spartam pro virili omarem, omnia, quz d diverfis, & in diverfis Locis colligere poteram,
2 unam hanc Hiftoriam redigere adlaboravi, Horis nemps fuccifivis, quantim affidva fed
Confeffiones excipiendi, fex Conciones habendi, feit Infirmos vifitandi Cura, alizque Miffionarij
Apoftolici Exercitationes finebant, itd ut intrd Quadricanium, i memorato mimisdm Ca pisulo

piz- Memoriz,
s fequentls :

frovinciali 1753 ad immediate fubfequens 1757, qualecunque Opus ad Umbilicum perducerem
gnrro & unum illius Exempkar propria Manu pexfcxibcrc.m, ae falicet in longa ad%ibam Vi::;-,
ellorum prafertim Tempore, primom deperdatur. :
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text on the left hand side of the page. There is no use or need made of

such items as leader dots. All the sub-heads are set in capitals, letter
spaced and centered. There is a lot of information gathered on one page,
yet everything as it is set out, reads simply and clearly. Quite an

achievement at any point in time.

Rev. Thomas Bourke is said to have supervised the printing of this piece
himself in the printing office of 'Finns Leinster Journal'. He had hoped
that on its completion he would have been able to make a revised edition
which would have included all the additions and changes that he would liked
to have made. However, he never lived to see that day as he died on 25th
September 1776, just four years after he had published his supplement of

'Hibernia Dominicana', in 1772.

Much controversy surrounds this book, 'Hibernia Dominicana' with regard to
whether or not it was actually printed in Kilkenny. H.D. Ledwich, in the
"Anthologia Hibernia' (1793) stated that this famous piece was executed by
Edmund Finn under Dr. Burke's own inspection. Dr. Madden, a noted irish
historian who speaks of the book as

"certainly executed in a way to do credit to Kilkenny",

also holds this opinion.

Archdeacon Cotton (1866) accepted the tradition that the book was printed

in Kilkenny and stated that the imprint was originally intended to stand:
"Canicopli, typis Jacobi Stokes juxta Proetorium',

but was altered through fear of the penal laws. (Jacob Stokes is said to

have been a foreman of Edmund Finn).

According to Thomas Wall a noted contemporary. irish historian:
"There is good reason to believe that, though the imprint on most
copies of 'Hibernia Dominicana' is a Cologne printing house, the
book was really printed in Kilkenny. Some copies do in fact have

a Kilkenny imprint,"

A copy in the National Library of Ireland, which once belonged to the

novitiate of St. Sixtus in Rome has the imprint of James Stokes, "Juxta



Praetorium" (near the Tholsel) Kilkenny. A copy in the Jesuit Library in Dublin

has the imprint of Edmund Finn.

Dr Thomas Wall justifies his beliefs by saying that apart from the technical
evidence with regard to the typography displayed in this book,
"It is hard to imagine how all the notes and after-thoughts added
after the main text was printed and paginated, could have been

included with the printer as far away as Cologne,"

Things which happened after the date of the book's approbation and almost
to the day of its publication are recorded, these would seem to indicate a
local printer. Thomas Wall also puts forward the point that the list of

subscribers has a local bias,

Apart from this one very famous piece of printing which was done in the
eighteenth century in Kilkenny, very little else has survived from this
period. Ernest McClintock Dix, put together a list of any known Kilkenny
printed pieces done during the eighteenth century, which he issued in the
'Irish Book Lover' 1928, but as he describes it himself:

"The list is meagre."
However from that list I was able to come across one of the printed pieces
entitled:

"The first Annual Report of the Corporation instituted for the

relief of the poor."
Because this is the only other printed piece besides 'Hibernia Dominicana'
that was printed in Kilkenny during this period and that I was able to

locate, I think it is important to take a short and closer look at it.

For this purpose I have included a copy_of the work. (see illustration no. . .

This printed piecemay not be as important or as historically valuable as

'Hibernia Dominicana' but it is a highly valuable piece for those who may be

interested in the typography and print of the eighteenth century.

It is also interesting to note again that this second and only other piece of
was
printing was also printed at 'Finn's Leinster Journal' as, 'Hibernia Dominicana'.

This little printing stronghold, which was set Up as a newspaper office, had
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b a rather turbulent career, in spite of which it lasted for nearly two hundred

L Q] years. Because Finn'sg Leinster Journal plays such a major role in the history
e I of printing in Kilkenny, I think it is important to give some background

information with regard to the setting up and running of this press. This
I shall do after a brief look at:
j 'The first Annual Report of the Corporation, instituted for the

1 4
&)

relief of the Poor.' (see illustration Nos. 23, 26 25.26.)

;o o M o 2 . 4 '.'T’“"‘I‘\

| Rev. CHARLES COOTE, D. D. SR
| 8 : | f"“l-jl THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CORPORATION INSTITUTED FOR THE RELIEF OF

DEAN OF KILFENORA; THE POOR (1776)

& ,__._“,_ 1 This piece was one of the early printed works that Edmund Finn was
WARM AND GENEROUS FRIEND TO EVERY 1 ﬁ commissioned to do after the setting up of his newspaper office in 1767.
PUBLICK AND USEFUL INSTITUTION; _7 I would like to take a brief look at the title page and some of the
A ND :-TM" other leading pages of this piece of work which was printed only fourteen

years after the first edition of 'Hibernia Dominicana' and only four years

. TOWHATEVER CAN PROMOTE THE HONOUI f |
e R Yo : TN after the supplement of that same book.
‘ AND HAPPINESS OF THE

[

| ’EUEENS CO U"l\j PTY : \Erﬁ"l%_ﬁf Having been printed around the same time and at the same printing office,
: 53 one would expect to see many similarities between the title pages and layout
| i D B T e ;‘. 5 f of these three books. However, when you put all these pages side by side it
REPOR’T AND OBET{WAT[OI\TS? i l b becomes very apparent that many changes have taken place from the first
ARE INSCRIBED By ‘ t ﬂ‘, attempts of printing in 'Hibernaia Dominicana' to the printing of 'The First
: ‘TT‘” Annual Report',
§EEMIICH oLy i E
AND MOST OBEDIENT SERVANT, ; — It is interesting to note that at this period in time there had been a
B Lo £ " e complete swing away from ornament and decoration, and a new leaning towards
b simplicity. Printers were becoming more aware of the subtelties that could
l i be created by the use of exact spacing. The use of a limited range of type
S P r, faces and sizes had also come into vogue,
77 :_v--Hl-— <
f BT With this book, the printer seems to have suddenly become much more aware
" “l* d of the function of a title page as serving a purpose of information that is
| essential as a means of distinction and identification. In his awareness
24 Derl cabion Z}E"i-_l_f'? ",»"F;Orf‘ "T‘f}ff-_ e ivl - he suddenly sees the need to pick out the important points and create emphasis
annual re pork ' - A on certain words, and the need to acknowledge the publisher, with room for

his own credits as the printer,




letter—spacing in both capitals and lower case letters. Capitals usually

[

L ~—

). VI-\’1 In trying to create some emphasis and variety with his limited availibility

i__ _l of type, he has once again resorted to the much loved .use of letter spacing.
r (see illustration no. 2%. ) However, in this case I think the effect has

{ 7 not been all that he may have set out to achieve.

r'f"'""'r?—v

'8 & In my opinion the overall effect has not been one of design and emphasis,

rr'""l“"ﬁ' but rather an overall lack of unity. This, I believe has happened because

. — of the fact that when there are too many lines generously letter-spaced, it

rr_f‘l-__ becomes trying on the eyes which prevents the instant grasp of word shapes.

'«f | In this printers efforts to create emphasis in his display he has made too
] much use of the space both between his lines and his words. He has used

7 ;

"f_—[mﬁ look better if they have been slightly letter spaced, on the other hand,
'8 ZF when doing it with upper and lower case it sHould be done only with the
;1'7’_I"“~‘1 greatest care. But in this instance the printer has resorted to using

= letterspacing with both upper and lower case and with both big and small
d ) sizes of type. For example: 'A VIEW', 'OF THE', and 'POOR LAWS', have all
q 2 been letter spaced to the same extent regardless of the fact that there is

{ : an enormous difference between the type sizes of the three lines.

The need for imagination and sometimes even more importantly, discrimination

E—TT" are very necessary in the production of good design. These qualities become

0 &F even more necessary in the design of 'plain' title-pages, rather than when

L‘-f e decoration is resorted to. In many cases the design may rely more on the

= T - strength of the decoration than on the ability with which it is used.

b

l i These points apply very much to the production of the title page in

“ discussion at the moment. The title page of this book is a plain title page

p mlw i in which the printer shows plenty of imagination without drawing on the

ﬁi i support of decoration in the form of borders and rules etc. However what he

¥ ‘I~ shows in imagination, he seems to lack in discrimination. He seems to have
W become so concerned with the creation of variety and emphasis that he forgot

i B [ to look at the whole page as a unit. Although emphasis implies vigour, _

l « variety, contrast and movement, what seems to have happened here is what could
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T o o XY an A& of the eleventh and twelfth of
AT his prefent Majefty, the Grand Juries

'éf)’; B g; of every County, County of a City or
%, o f % 1own, for ever may, and are authoriz-
2.1k _y ed and required, at every Spring Af-
fizes, after the r2th of February, 1773, to prefent
2 Sum, not lefs than one hundred, normore than two

~ hundred Pounds, to be raifed from off a County of

a City, or Town : and a Sum, not lefs thantwo hun-
dred, nor morethan four hundred Pounds, from off a
County at large.

his Statute, o clearly in the afirmative, was iatet-

_preted, by the Grand Juries of feveral Counties, ina
" manner neither intended by Parliament, nor legal.

For the Rule of Law is:

‘s Where a Statute di-

- 5edls the doing of a Thing, for the fake of Juftice or
.the Public Good ; the word may is the fame as the

word fhall ; for they are compellable fo to do,’’—

- 2 Salkeld, 609.

Some of the beft Lawyers, who were in Parlia-

" ment when the Law was framed, (and whofe Hu-

 manity was equal to their Knowledge) when they went
the Circuits, as Judges, explained the A& in this
Maaner ; and declared, that Jurors by that part of

 their Oath relating to prefentable Matters, were bound
o conform to the dire@tion of this Statute, The

B3 Grand
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only be described as over emphasis, or failure to realise that 'all display

is no display'.

This concept is summed up by the following:

"The whisper in the quiet room is as emphatic as the shout in a

hubbub.

If every line shouts there is no emphasis."

If the printer had looked at the page as a unit, I think he could not but
have noticed the number of different words which have been so letter spaced

that they begin to almost loose any resemblence of forming a word at all.

It is interesting to note the length of the actual title of this book:

'"The first Annual Report of the Corporation instituted for the

relief of the Poor, and punishing vagabonds and sturdy Beggars,

in the Queens county.'

Not only is it about three times the length of a title page as one would

expect to see it today, but all of it has been set using letterspacing and

almost half of the words have been set in large type.

So that in spite of

using so many 'visual tricks', as little emphasis and visual stimulation has

been created than if the printer had not bothered at all in the first place.

»

) which is that

Moving on to the dedication page, (see illustration no. .-
part of the book whereby the author suggests that by including a name or

other identifying phrase that it has all been done for the sake of or under
This, to me is much clearer as a page to

the inspiration of the dedicatee.

read.
major points being picked out for emphasis.

of letter-spacing and when it is used it creates nice variety between the
The page as a unit

rest of the text type which is rather closely spaced.

is very readable and easy to follow, with enough emphasis being created to

bring across the main points.

- 97

I have also included the first text pages of both parts of the report which are

set very similar and are both very readable. (see illustration nos

I think they give a fine example of the high standard of printing that was

being done in Kilkenny during this ‘period.

It is set much more simply than the title page with only the three
There is also very little use

e £O
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Of particular interest in these pages is the use of decorative borders
which are built up of type flowers which were something that had orignally
appeared in the sixteenth century and were brought back into use in the
eighteenth century. It should also be noted how a box has been made
around the letter B of 'By', by the use of the same type flowers as those

that have been used in one of the borders.

This would seem to have been a very old printing practice and is one which
I came across earlier in many of the proclaimations that were printed in
London for the Duke of Ormonde dated 1645. This rather clever manipulation
of type flowers around a capital letter resembles very much that of a large
initial and is used in a similar fashion. Printed initials at this time
could not compete with the illuminated one because they could not be
elaborate in detail unless time was willing to be spent on them. In using
type flowers in this fashion, the printer has overcome this problem to the
extent that he has managed to create what looks on first glance to be a
large initial with enough detail, giving the illusion fo time seeming to
have been spent in its creation. As a large initial it has been placed well
on the page, agreeing with subsequent lines as though it were made to fit

there, and not dropped haphazardly on the page.

I think it is also a worthy point to note that this same decorative box
which has been inserted in the place of a large initial, has also been used
in the same fashion on 'Finn's Leinster Journal' newspaper which had commenced

its publication just eleven years earlier prior to the publication of this

book.
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PRINTING IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY Contd:

The eighteenth century was a period of many ) technical advances in the printing

. S
i

industry, which brought with it radical changes of production and distribution

ekl

methods which were carried on at an even faster rate in the nineteenth and

Ay

twentieth centuries.

i

e .~

7 I | As more and more newspapers were turned out in Dublin as the eighteenth

| century wore on, another regular pattern was established. Many newspapers
came out on Tuesdays and Saturdays, to catch the post for the country.

Thus it became established that there was a need for provincial newspapers.

The demand for newspapers in the country as well as Dublin, soon spurred
on the provincial towns to establish their own weekly newspapers which they
did with great success. Some of these newspapers survived for a very long
time with some lasting well into the twentieth century. Not only did they
fill a gap, but many of these small offices furnished several creditable

representatives of journalistic literature.

Kilkenny, being a major representative turned out some creditable publications,
religious, historical and miscellaneous, many of which were turned out from

the office of Finn's Leinster Journal.
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FINN'S LEINSTER JOURNAL:

Before I talk about the printing style of this famous newspaper, I would first
like to give the background information of the setting up and operating of this
busy little printing office, out of which, as already discussed, the very

famous 'Hibernia Dominicana' was printed along with many other printed pieces

of note, which turned this printing house into one of the major centres of

printing in Kilkenny throughout its career.

Tt is still in existance as a

printing house today, but unfortunately the newspaper ceased its publication

in 1965, just two years before its two hundreth birthday.

This printing house began in the eighteenth century and continued right

through the nineteenth century and into the twentieth century.

can

1.

Its lifespan

be divided into three periods:

1765:

1800's

1830's

It was founded in 1765 by Edmund Finn and called 'Finns
Leinster Journal' until the early 1800's when it passed into

the ownership of Patrick Kearney.

From this time until 1830, it was known as 'The Leinster

Journal', the proprietors being Patrick Kearney and later

Andrew Henderson.

From the 1830's onwards, was the third and longest period.
During this time it was owned by the Maxwell and later the
Kenealy families. During this period also the name was

changed to 'The Kilkenny Journal and Leinster Leader'.

In 1926 it became a limited company, the directors being

chielfy the members of the Kenealy family.

On the 24th of January 1767, Edmund Finn produced his newspaper from an

address in St. Mary's Graveyard, and Kilkenny had its own newspaper. It

cost 4d and was issued twice weekly.

It consisted fo two small sheets

known in technical terms as a 'fly leaf' with three columns of type running

down each of the pages.

At the bottom of the last page appeared the following:
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"Kilkenny: Printed by Edmund Finn, in St. Marys Churchyard; where
subscriptions and advertisments were taken in. Also letters,
essays, and articles of intelligence; and all manner of printing

work executed with propriety and expedition."

Not only did Kilkenny have its own newspaper, it also had opened its first

commercial printing house.

I would like to refer to some of the other items that were printed alongside
the newspaper at a later date. Such items included books, pamphlets, leaflets
and posters, but very few of these items still Survive. Besides the news-—
paper and some of the books, most of the other printed items were merely

discarded as their functions ceased.

The only other areas in which provincial newspapers were operating at this
time were Limerick (1726) and Cork and Waterford(1729), so Kilkenny was well
up among the starters in the field of provincial newspapers. It was
circulated mainly in Co. Kilkenny and the adjoining counties where messengers
brought it on horse-back to Carlow, Castledermot and Killcullen. It was also
sent by post to Dublin, London and Edinburgh. The messengers being obliged
to provide their own horses. In the issue of March 7, 1767, the following
appears:
"Wanted, a person that will undertake riding twice a week, from
Kilkenny to Clonmel, to convey this newspaper thither, on the
days of publication. Also another person that will undertake
riding from Kilcullen bridge to Kilkenny: They are to provide
their own horses. Apply to the printer hereof."
If there were any delays in the newspaper reaching these outposts of its
circulation area, Edmund Finn was in the habit of printing apologies to his
subscribers in his next issue.

"The delays were due to the villainy of the messengers."

Most of the material in this newspaper were long extracts from London and
foreign papers. They did not offer any opinions of their own. There were
few items of local news, the rest of the paper consisted of advertisments.
Many of the advertisments and notices published in this newspaper in the

early years are very entertaining when they are re-read today. They also
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give some very vivid descriptions of social standards and codes of behaviour
that were the norm at that time. For example in the issue of September 3,
1768, the following item appeared:

"Married, Sunday last, at Callan, Mr Edmund Ryan of Mullinahone,

merchant to Miss Margaret Butler, daughter of the widow Butler

of Callan, a young lady whose smallest accomplishment is a fortune

of five hundred pounds."

Finns newspaper, which was said to have been partially financed by his
brother William, a Carlow merchant, prospered and at the end of 1767,

moved from his first abode at St. Mary's graveyard, to a much more high
class establishment on the 'High Street', which was completely equipped

with new eq uipment. The L & N supermarket now stands on the site today.

However, in 1777, only ten years after starting his paper, Edmund Finn
died leaving behind a widow, and seven young children, the eldest of whom
was only eight. This left Catherine Finn with the choice of letting the

paper go, or taking it over herself.

A month later she announced in the columns of the paper that she intended
carrying on. It is said of her that during the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries no other woman played such a major role in the Irish newspaper
industry. She also turned out to be the only major newspaper owner and

editor during these two centuries.

After her takeover, Catherine Finn wasted no time. She solicited the

continued custom of the gentry, the catholic majority of Kilkenny. She

also organised the editorial content of the newspaper, sold the advertisments,

and oversaw the printing and distribution.

In her editorial approach copyright did not exist and she unhesitatingly
gathered all kinds of foreign news and gossip from the London and Dublin
newspapapers. This often meant that some of the news was late and often
inaccurate. FEven local items covered were often extracts taken from the

Dublin papers.
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According to Dr. Madden (a noted Irish historian) he derided her efforts
saying that he had not been able to discover any evidence of acquaintance with
literature or political taste! However, the 'Journal' under her watchful

eye, seemed to prosper well on a harmless diet of births, marriages and deaths.

During this time, She handed over the paper to her eldest son Michael who
married a daughter of a Dublin bookseller who was also an agent for the
journal. Her son knew nothing of how to run a paper successfully and along
with becoming involved in a spectacular collapse of a bank, operating between
Kilkenny and Dublin, he did not take long to go bankrupt. As a result,
Catherine Finn took back control of the newspaper which she remained in

control of until her death in 1832, aged 83 years.

Catherine Finn also lived through the merging of her paper into another
which became known as 'The Leinster Journal'. This was in 1802, the new
proprietor being Patrick Kearney. During this time Catherine Finn also on
occasions produced numbers of 'Finn's Leinster Journal' and so there exist

numbers of 'The Leinster Journal' with the printer being named 'C. Finn.'

This new paper 'The Leinster Journal' was very similar in style to 'Finn's
Leinster Journal', the same masthead being used but with the elimination of
"Finn's' name. However, a more dramatic change took place in the format of

this newspaper, changing over from a three column layout to an eight column

layout.

Patrick Kearney lasted only six years after which time he sold out to

Andrew Henderson. The paper was now being published from a building on the
corner of High St., which became known as 'Maxwells Corner'. There are very
few copies of the paper available during Henderson's ownership due to the

poor quality of the paper manufactured at this time, which deteriorated

rapidly.
In 1830, Finns paper changed hands again. This time it was purchased by

Cornelius Maxwell who once again changed the name to:
'"The Kilkenny Journal and Leinster commercial and Literary Advertiser,

the first number under this new name being published on the 17th March 1830.
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Maxwell was a strong supporter of Daniel O'Connell and so the newspaper
from this time forward took a strongly nationalist line in politics. In

1851, Con Maxwell died, and once again history was repeating itself and

the newspaper was run by a woman, Mrs Maxwell.

In the early 1850's a young writer was composing a song which he called

"The moon behind the hill". This was an ‘'exile' song which was sung

nostagically by the Irish in America. It is also a very well known and

sung, song, in Ireland today. The writer was William Kenealy, a Corkman.
In 1856, this corkman, William Kenealy was appointed editor of the Kilkenny
Journal. Two years later he married Rose Maxwell and on his marriage he
received a half share in the newspaper, with the option of purchasing the
other half on the death of Mrs Maxwell. However he died at the early age
of 48 in 1876, The paper remained in that family's name up until its

closure in 1965, being just two years away from two hundred years of

continuous publication,
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FINN'S LEINSTER JOURNAL ANALYSIS:

Like all newspapers of that period, the page layouts and display of 'Finn's

Leinster Journal' depended entirely on the machinery available to the printer,

and also on the imagination and individuality of that particular printer.

The early tradesmen had no design courses to attend. They did their own
layout which they learnt about as they went along. The rules which these
tradesmen followed were usually simple and traditional:

"The work must fit into the line"

or
"The line must be filled and the text must be easy to read".

However, all that has changed and in this century all apprentices are sent

on special block releases to the various colleges throughout the country to

learn about design and layout,

On making a quick comparison of some of the early copies of Finn's newspaper,
with some of the later copies, many changes can be seen to have occurred with

regard to its style, format and size.

This is only a reflection of some of the dramatic changes in society during
that same period. The growth of newspaper design also depended very much

on the technology available and on the customs of the period.

For example: In the 1840's and 1850's type-revolving presses were used which
required type to be locked into the formes by wedge-shaped column rules.

For the type to stay in place, column rules had to run from the top of the
forme to the bottom. The result of this sort of technology was that head-
lines running across more than one column were impossible to achieve.
However with the invention of the rotary press, horizontal layout was made

fesible, but for the most part vertical layout continued to be used.

The first presses were cumbersome affairs, sometimes these were converted
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Diagram of a Koenig and Bauer double-cylinder press built for
The Times in 1814. This machine printed two sheets at once. The
sheets were fed in from the upper-feeding boards at left and right,
passed round the cylinder, and were taken off on to the lower boards.
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'bookbinders' screw presses adapted or modified.

Before this time printers of news-sheets needed tremendous muscle power

to ensure that the primitive hand presses produced clear impressions on

the paper. A strong printer could turn out one hundred and fifty sheets

an hour. These presses were the basic appliances by means of which a sheet of
paper was presses against the inked surface of a forme of type, so that the

ink was transferred from the type to the paper.

The printing of 'Finn's Leinster Journal' would have been done on such
machines as the 'wharfedales' which have been built since 1858 by Dawson and
sons. These machines were two-revolution, stop/cylinder hand fed, flat bed
machines and most of the provincial newspapers were printed on these and

similar machines in their early days of publicationm.

In the 1820's the 'Koenig press' (see illustration No. “4. ) was invented.
which was able to turn out one thousand copies an hour. 'The London Times'
installed this new machine which replaced rows of 'Stanhope' presses which
had been little more than metal equivalents of the hand operated wooden
presses in use since newspaper printing started in the seventeenth century.
Soon a less elaborate but mechanically advanced press, 'the Columbian',

topped by a giant eagle became a common site in Irish newspaper offices.

While doing some research on this paper I came across a piece of information
in the 'Irish Book Lover', vol. 19, 1931 which read:

"The authorities of the National Library of Ireland were fortunate
enough to acquire by purchase recently, practically a complete set
of eighteenth century volumes of a rare old Irish provincial
newspaper, viz, 'Finn's Leinster Journal', (continued on as the

Leinster Journal) first published in 1767-8.

Without hesitation I looked up this old newspaper and was very thrilled to
be handed the very first volumes of its publication. The first actual
publication Vol. 1, no. 1, was published on 24th January 1767, but the very

first publication in the hands of the National Library is Vol. 1, no.4.
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For the purpose of this thesis I was not able to gain copies of the front pages

of this newspaper due to malfunctioning copying facilities. However, I was

able to get photographs of a second volume of this newspaper held by the

Kenealy family. This second volume is almost identical to the first.

I think it is important to take a good look at this first and very early
newspaper publication as it gives us a very good idea of the standard of

both newspaper and book printing that was being carried on at that time.

It indicates the standard of design which may have been done by intent or
otherwise, all of from which we may learn a great deal. It is also interest-—
ing to note the tremendous changes that have occurred in newspaper design
since these publications. Last, but not least, they also give us a very

intimate and interesting insight into the codes of behaviour and accepted

customs of the period.

This first journal consisted of two small sheets. The most distinguishing
mark on 'Finn's Leinster Journal' at this early stage was as one would expect
the masthead (see illustration no: 35-37). This reads "EDMUND FINN' set in
the centre of the page, letter spaced in capital letters. Underneath this
heading in much larger type is the heading:

'"The Leinster Journal'.

This masthead is beautifully set in upper and lower case letters, to fit
across the text type of the page. The word 'Leinster' is spelt with the

old english spelling of 'Leinfter' which reads rather quaintly and looks very
well in the way the 'F' of Leinster almost runs into the 'T' distinguishing
it as a ligerature ft. Above this heading set on the same line as 'Edmund
Finn' is placed the 'vol' no. directly in line with the left hand margin of

the heading and the text type. On the far side the 'edition' no. is neatly

lined up with the right hand margin.

Directly underneath the heading 'Finn's Leinster Journal' is a thin rule,
underneath which is set the date of publication of the particular edition:
From WEDNESDAY, Feburary the 1llth
To  SATURDAY, Feburary the l4th 1767,
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r | 3 the days WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY being set in block capitals. This
Twﬁﬂﬁ:} information is underlined by a black thin rule which brings to completion

; all the necessary information needed to make up the masthead.

The page itself is divided up into three columns of type each of which is
' ’1 eighteen picas per column width. This was a far cry from the eight columns
-

per page that are to be found in newspapers today. Between each of the

P o columns there is a dividing black line. The type begins approximately
?**-;] fourteen picas from the top edge of the page and finishes almost six picas
B | from the bottom edge of the page.
E

The type of this newspaper is beautifully set giving a very even, overall
‘____j] colour to the page, and in spite of the fact that there is very little display
used with most of the information being printed in small print, there is a
. “1 crispness and clarity here that is often very lacking in many of the news-

—_— papers which we buy today.

Like most newspapers published during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
there was very little use made of vertical display by putting a headline
over the main story. In fact there were many instances in which the main

story did not even begin at the top of the page.

FRONT PAGE:
The front page usually consisted of an assortment of news both local and

foreign. There was very little use made of display type to highlight items.
Any display type that was used usually consisted of capital letters belonging

to the text type.

There seems to have been no such thing as a main story, and even if there
happened to have been some 'hot' news at the time of printing this did not

necessairly mean that it would be printed at the top of the page so that it

would be the first item to be read. Any topical news when printed was more
likely to be found in the middle of the 'mass' of the page among all the
other news, local and foreign. However the problem of display for the main

-
l news item did not often occur, as was already stated, most of the material

oy

Ly

in this newspaper were long extracts from London and Foreign papers with




- : very few items of local news. It was even customary to find adverts and
ﬁﬁ_‘%jj notices, printed in the same formula as the rest of the text type and

placed on the front page.

i This in fact happens in the very first issues of the Journal where in Vol. 1.
'1 no. 4., the very first item printed is a letter to the printer asking what
e is going to be done about delinquent children. The only indication with
L‘:} regard to who wrote and sent in this piece being: the capital letters T.Y.
This piece ends in the middle of the second column directly underneath
which is a new heading 'GENERAL ADVERTISER' which is set in letterspaced
__:] capitals fitting across the column width. This piece consists of a
) combination of exerts, advertisments, and notices gathered from the Dublin
__:] and Munster papers. These extracts are further broken up into many sub-
headings such as 'PUBLIC NOTICE' - 'TO BE LET' = 'TO BE SOLD' ETC., which as
1

a further differenciation from the text are all set in italics.

In this early newspaper and this would possibly apply to most of the other

early provincial newspapers, there was a general lack of any decision about

. 1 the relative importance of individual items of news or features. There was
B _j] very little use made of any varying typographical treatment, with hardly any

, I—_ attention paid to the detail of feature headings. However there was a
E i j] certain uniformity created in the way each news item ran into each other.
:7—_IFM It may not have been the most topical news, but in spite of this fact each
" ‘jj editibn was made up of the same news headings which were printed in the same
fixed position from edition to edition.
_ _j] This is so unlike the newspaper design of today where the space on a page is

IF divided accordingly to a scale of values. The most considerable happening on

j] the front page with the largest headline, and the most trivial happening being

tucked somewhere inside the newspaper, possibly to be found at the foot of a

iy o,
f column under a very small heading. This 'subject and place categorization'
"—’"I o as it is referred to is a modern development of newspaper design and one
P ”7 that has proved to be very effective.
B

L e b
_,. SECOND PAGE:

Turning to page two of this newspaper, the column grid which has already been

set is fixed at three columns per page, the first column of the second page
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being headed by three black rules, underneath which is written:
'Since my laft arrived, two British PACQUETS which brought the
Foreign Mails.
Fariona, in Corsifa, Aug. 29'
This heading should give some idea of the sort of news items that were
included for local readership! This page is then initialed with a similar
decorative box as I have already talked about in an earlier book, and which
I first came across in the early printed proclaimations of the Duke of

O:Qgp§§:‘<zhe rest of the text continues with:
: 3"
T L HE information which we
I'\
... 55 have from Baftia, Bay...

S PN g,

¥

The type on this second page begins approximately five picas from the top of
the page, with the same width being applied to both margins, with the greater
depth of seven picas being left at the bottom. Again there is a dividing

black rule being made between each of the columns.

After the news from Corsica, we read on into news from London which eventu-—

ally runs into news from Dublin,

THIRD PAGE:

Finally on the third page halfway down the third column, one eventually

comes to a small heading: 'COUNTRYNEWS' under which is given the local news
from round and about Kilkenny. This includes lists and accounts of the local
court, continued by lists of deaths, and finally rounded off by a list of

ads from the printers office. The rest of this page is taken over by

advertisments.,

The only use of display type that is suggested here is the use of a bold

capital initial, the remainder of the word being printed in large caps.

L o

& . -

.0 BE LET zxzXzXzZXzZXZXZXZXZXZXZX The text is finally concluded
ZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZX by the use of a black rule, with
ZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXZXXZXZXZXZXZXZXZ the next new heading commencing

directly underneath,



il

-
e FOURTH PAGE:
T“-\j] The fourth and final page is again headed by three black rules, underneath
: e which is written in spaced capitals 'POETS CORNER'. This column which is
ﬂQH_‘:} found in the exact same position in each edition, includes letters and poems
L ‘7 sent into the printer for publication. One such inclusion being a poem
7*H-;7 written by a Clonmel reader, the finishing lines of which read:

"Kilkenny therefore, is the city you've hinted,
3 :] Where, for profit and pleasure a journal is printed"
— , Many similar entries fill up this column with the final two concluding
~—_-,:] columns of the paper again being filled with advertisments this time from
b : Dublin and Cork.
E
| These advertisments are nothing like what would be expected to be found in
I ‘j} newspapers today. They are inserted in the column width in the same fashion

as was done with the type on the previous pages. The only variation of type

size and design is created by the name of the owner being inserted above the

j |

text of the ad. in letter spaced capitals. eg:
SEEDS
FRUNKEERSEESPEREASRAT)

|
ISh

continued with the béginning of the actual text, the beginning of which ,

use isvggde of a large initial.

|
|
{
|

) s

JCLATH just imported the undernamed goods.

This text continues on similar to the text of a book, and it is rather

amusing to find the advert being concluded by the thanking of all his

L

friends and the public for the many favours he experienced since he started
in business. A custom which is only customary to find in newspapers today

at christmas time, The conclusion of this advert as with all the others is done

nm

again by the drawing of a black rule., Thus concludes the fourth and last page

i
i

of the first edition of 'Finn's Leinster Journal'.

ey sl

|
~
{
{

j7 The size of this first edition of newspapers by Finn is ninety eight picas
ad by fifty nine picas. However in the last publication of Vol.l. there is an
‘ advert placed there by Edmund Finn stating that he is moving his business

b
)

| SRR
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Premises to High Street where:
"He will be conftantly fupplied with all new publications, and
transact every article in the printing, bookfelling, and stationary
Bufinets with that care and punctuality with which he flatters

himself,"

(note the use of old english spelling throughout the text of these early

newspapers).

Along with this move came a change in the size of the newspaper, the page
size having increased by one hundred and seven picas to sixty four picas.
This page increase was welcomed by many of the subscribers, as was
indicated in the following letter to the newspaper, issue 1, Vol.ll:
To the printer of 'The Leinfter Journal, Sir.

DARE to affirm it, your subscribers are highly pleased with

the revolution you have taken to enlarge the size of your

newspaper at the commencement of the new year...

The letter is signed 'Your confitent reader'
A FARMER.



“
{

N

L o
va

% pDaages

A

Fou
Eine.

42

< s
> ol
s a——
) .“
Y
[4 .u A.ﬂ.nll-
e
gt
» e
=
-’
Ld
Q) ~
- \l.,
o
£ i
N
N
of
Ch. —
«a
e &
S
0o

7
=
Q
S

w

'\ET\(\‘}/

197
)

K1\

£



Having gone into some detail with regard to.this early newspaper, I think
the relationship between book design and the printing of newspapers through

this transitional period becomes very apparent.

’ As newspaper makeup and design was in the early stages done by those same

TT~T~:3 craftsmen who were accustomed to doing book design and printing, it almost
goes without saying that there would be many links and similarities between

¥h,;h;3 book design and the early newspapers, something which in my opinion is

! quite destinctive in the first editions of Finns newspaper.

~T_‘,;] If you look at the front page of this ﬁewspaper and also the first pages

3 of 'The fifth Annual Report of the Corporation, (illustration No. 25. )
_rﬁ‘~;] you would soon begin to notice some very distinct similarities. To begin

i with the same type-face is in use on both publications. The printer has

i ] also made much use of the same decorative border surrounding the first

- initial, which he used as a focal starting point both in this book and on
- :]‘ his newspaper page layout. The display type, which as I have already stated,

is an enlarged version of the text type, and is also set in a similar fashion.

e )
Y. ] Rules, borders and any other decoration when used can be seen to have been
E made up of the same printers flower types and placed on the newspaper page in
—:] a simi-lar fashion to that of 'The First Annual Report'. The newspaper pages
-of Finn's Leinster Journal from 1775 until 1808 were made up of three columns
F ::j] of type, each column of type being similar in size to the width of the text
type printed on the pages of this book.

:rﬁﬂ”:] With so many elements in common I do not find it hard to imagine the first
page of 'The First Annual Report' being lifted up and placed in one of the
j] newspaper columns as an item of news, without altering the layout or display,

and fitting in very cosily without looking at all out of place. This in fact

o 3 . \
L5 B B R4 08 ,.",;,;,,1,'_,’ o

*"Phj] could be one of the reasons for the division of this newspaper into three
- columns of type. It was possibly based and calculated on the average width
'*J :] of text type used in the printing of their books during the same period.
j |
lza" :]
Pw.;‘:;‘r.-{*_a‘;i:r.: "J;.*\-;{:'.:-’e‘.:_.;: IR e e T]v ]




PRINTING IN KILKENNY IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
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It was not until 1813 that any form of competition appeared against 'Finns
Leinster Journal' whose name had at this stage been changed to 'The Leinster
Journal'. This was in the form of a paper called 'The Kilkenny Chronicle',
and was published by a John Reynolds. 'The Kilkenny Chronicle' was more
expensive than 'The Leinster Journal' costing 5d and it appeared three

Cimes a week. However this paper only lasted a few years.

It was not long before more serious revalry came the following year 1814.
when Abraham Denroche started a protestant newspaper called 'The Moderator
and Leinster Advertiser'. This paper was owned by a man called William

Lawlor who was a Unionist supporter and in direct competition to Catherine
Finn,
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Several of the printed books, pamphlets and other publications issued in the
Provincial cities and towns were printed at newspaper offices and issued there,
instead of any distinct printing and publishing firm. With the setting up of
these various newspaper offices it was becoming very apparent that printing
was fast becoming very fashionable and mych more abundant. It must have

been a viable proposition in Kilkenny during this period as in my research on
this subject I came across no less than six different printers operating in

Kilkenny city during the nineteenth century.

Three out of the six were newspaper printers, these being:
. Edmund Finn - Kilkenny Journal Office.
2 Abraham Denroche - Moderator Newspaper Office.
3% John Reynolds - 'The Kilkenny Chronicle'
It was a common sight to find adverts placed in their own newspapers by the
printers looking for all other types of work:
"All manner of printing work executed with propriety and expedition.'
The other three printers were:
4, T. Shearman
5. Coyle Brothers
6. John G.A. Prim, all operating from the 'High Street'.

These printers must have been in constant competition with each other as all
the book and leaflet printing that was done during this period was done by one
of the six above named printers. Some of these publications were writings of
local artists, but most of the publications that I was able to locates are
usually books to do with the church, Annual reports, Rules and Regulations
and catalogues. I would think the reasons behind these being the main
publications, is the fact that large bodies and societies were the only

people who could afford to get printing such as this done.

Ernest McClintock Dix gives a very consise list of all the printed pieces
that he was able to find printed in Kilkenny during this period. Following
in his tracks I went about looking up many of these publications. I did
not manage to locate them all, but those that I did find proved to be very

interesting, (copies of which I have included).
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In all I have examples of thirteen books which were printed in Kilkenny at
various stages throughout the nineteenth century. These examples include

@ 8ood range of material produced in Kilkenny from the early half of the
century to the later half,

I do not think it necessary to make a comment on each book individually as

I think this would be rather fruitless and time consuming. However as I

have gathered a number of samples of work done throughout this period, I
think it a good idea to look first of all at the collection as a unit, noting

the differences, similarities and any possible changes that may have occurred
during this period.

Having done this I think it would be then beneficial to look at some of the
individual pieces in relation to format, layout, typefaces and typography as
I think this would give a much clearer view of the changes and advances that
had occurred in the field of printing from the eighteenth century through to
the nineteenth century.

Technically speaking the early half of the nineteenth century is looked upon
as having been a period of great advances, much improvement being made in the
manufacture of new typefaces and in the use of printing implements and

materials,

It was also during this period between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
that much development of book faces took place. Up until this time, what were
distinguished as 'old type faces' were in general use. These '0ld type faces'
were easily distinguishable because of the very little difference in weight

that was made between the up-strokes and the thicker down strokes. (see

illustration no. 45. )

Amongst the types which were in general use by the founders, none enjoyed
such sucessive favour as Caslon's 'Old-face' in its various sizes and nearly

two centuries after it was first cut it was, and still is being used more

than any other face of type for printing fine books.



n
i

However to counteract these old type faces there came the development of
what became known as '"The modern face', (see illustration no, 4-5. )
which showed a much more pronounced difference between the thick down—
Strokes and the thin up-strokes. These modern faces were more typical of

the practice of the engraver rather than that of the scribe.

The engraver, rather than working with a pen as the scribe did, worked with
what is known as a burin. This instrument produced a much finer line

which modified the curves of the letters making them more stilted and less
open,

The tail of the '}Q', which in Jenson's type is thrust forward at an angle of

about forty-five degrees, at the hands of some of the seventeenthﬂengrévers,

tends to drop more vertically, as in the "I\, of modern type.

However, the 'modern face' is due more than anyone else to Bodini, a scholar
and printer of Parma. He cast a large number of founts, narrow in the 'set'
or width of the letters as compared with their height. His type also had
the excessively fine lines and the close loops and curves which are
characteristic of that face. He printed his books with very great care on a
spacious page in large and heavily leaded type. His books caught the taste
of his day, and his type was copied by all the english typefounders of the
time. The new fashion completely drove out the older tradition which dated
from the very invention of printing, and from the closing years of the
eighteenth century to the middle of the nineteenth century books were almost

exclusively in 'Modern faced' type.

With the development of 'the modern face' from the old face there also came
the development of typefaces which formed an intermediate group. Most of
these 'transitional' typefaces (see illustration no. 46, ) were cut in the
late eighteenth century and early nineteenth century and were very legible
and well shaped. There was more balance and not the same contrast made
between thick and thin strokes, and their general apperance had a crispness
and precision about them which was some times lacking in many of the old

faces. The serifs were bracketed and were notable for a lack of fussiness.
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John Baskerville's types designed in 1762 are a good example of transitional
faces. His type is looked upon as being vigorous and legible with few
letters surpassing it for gheer beauty combined with absolute simplicity.

It also had a remarkable printing quality.

Also in the late eighteenth centry and early nineteenth century there was a
massive return to both ornament and wording, and also much development of
letter design intended for display. Up until this time display types were
nothing more than large sizes of book faces as already mentioned and seen in
'Finn's Leinster Journal', These type faces appeared in greater numbers
than ever. They began to simulate everything and anything that inspired

the ingenuity of the designer (see illustration no. 47. ). It almost came

to the stage where nothing was too strange or far-fetched to be made into the
letters of the alphabet,

Used discreetly this sort of ornamental lettering posséﬁ'%harm and novelty, but
when it was used frequently and without discretion, it quickly became irrating.
The fact that the primary purpose of lettering is that it is legible, seemed
to be quickly forgotten. Its purpose of bringing beauty and pleasure to the
apperance of the page should be given secondary consideration. However,

" with this invention of so many new and decorative typefaces, ornament began

to become the dominant element. Also, the fact that when these ornamental

and decorative types were placed together as words that did not read very well
was of little consequence. In fact, the overall design of the page began to
take second positon. In spite of these facts; many of these novelty display
types were used in books for chapter headings, title pages and even book

jackets.

Bearing in mind some of the above points, with regard to printing in the
late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, I would like to make some comments
with regard to the sort of character and atmosphere (if any) that was created

in some of these Kilkenny printed pieces of the same period.

Taking a quick overall view of the material in front of me, what amazed me

most about these pieces on first'glance, is the array of different typefaces

noue.

that<become evident. With many of the pieces that I have looked and talked



about up to this time, such as 'Hibernia Dominicana' and 'The First Annual
Report', the most Striking feature I found about them was the visibal lack

of more than one type face, with the text type doubling up as display type,
also, there was anp incredible number of different type sizes to be found

on one page, and practically every line on the page was letter spaced.
However, when I g0 on to look at the printed pieces of the nineteenth century
many distinct changes seem to have occurred, when compared to similar work
done in the eighteenth century,

Apart from this array of some very elaborate display faces, there also seems
to have been a decided effort to clarify and print only that information
which is important and relevant to the subject. Taking a look at the 'First
Annual Report' printed by Finn in 1776, and 'The Evil of Separation from the
Church of England', printed by Denroche in 1815, the change that seems to

have taken placewithin the space of thirty nine years becomes very obvious.

Not only is there the noticed introduction of display type in the title pages,
but there is also a very noticable change from the use of the '0ld type-faces'

to the use of modern and transitional typefaces.

Apart from the apparent changes in the typefaces both book faces and display,
the actual format and way in which the title pages have been laid out,

show enormous change. Looking at these title pages I think the sudden
awareness that seems to have arisen with regard to page layout, and the
exploration of all the possibilities of type on a page, along with all the
possibilities of totally different and often ornamental typefaces on the
same page becomes very apparent. There also seems to have been a sudden
emphasis on the catagorization of information and the setting out of that
information according to the scale of values, the most important points
being given the most elaborate presentation with the less relevant information
being presented in a more relaxed style. There is an apparent awareness of
the need to be much more discerning with regard to the actual amount of

information displayed. A new leaning towards simplicity of information with

the elimination of unnecessary wording becomes evident.
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sSmaller the type becomes,

There was no longer the same emphasis put on letter Spacing, but rather a
turn to the yge of some of the multitude of display types which were
flooding the market during that period. For example: looking at the title
Page of 'Separation frop the Church of England' (illustration no. 4-8. )

it is easily noticed that a number of different typefaces have been used.

Not only are they not the Same size or members of the same family of type
but each line has been made up of display types which are totally independent
»FH:] of each other. This does not imply however, that what has been done here is

bad. There is absolutely no reason why the type used on a title page or

chapter head whould be confined to the series in which the text is set if

it is possible to achieve a more suitable effect by using different type.

3 :] Some would possibly not agree that the use of amultitude of display type-
faces as can be seen on many of these nineteenth century Kilkenny printed
;] Pieces is good design. It could be argued that they served no purpose
other than giving the printer the opportunity of displaying the number of
Y <;] different typefaces that he possessed, the title page acting as a catalogue

for his printing workshop.

(see illustration nos, 55 — 64 . )

B J THE NEW COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY FOR THE CITIES OF WATERFORD AND KILKENNY
:] This case could possibly have been put forward when one looks at 'The

L - New Commercial Directory for the cities of Waterford and Kilkenny', this

_j_h[— 2 being the first of this kind of work ever to be printed for Kilkenny and

J Waterford. This little book which is only twenty four picas by forty one

picas, (which is very small in size when compared to todays commercial

:j diaries) could also be looked upon as a typefounders catalogue. It is

'muﬁ[' beautifully printed with the title page again showing a collection of
display faces, the most elaborate being the word 'DIRECTORY'. This in

itself is a rather unusual display type by any standards. It is printed

in block capitals with the 'shadow' being on what most would refer to as

the 'wrong' or opposite side of the type. At any rate it has a very unusual

and an almost quizzical look about it. (see illustration no. 55. )

With this title page it can be noticed that absolutely no use has been

made of letterspacing with emphasis and variety being secured by .the
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HEN the Publishers undertook to compile a Dinpc.
TORY for the Cities of Warkrronrp and N:.zmw.zﬁ
and the Towng of Cr,

ONMEL, CarrLow, Ngw Ross, &e. &e.,
they were not aware

. of one being compiled for the first of
. the places they had selected : finding, however, that g res.

pectable Stationer in the City of S‘::wwwcar:; ..enmic_.
_ErErmm:

list of names, with the Almanack, a5 g Direc-
tory, it was inte

nded to omit Waterford and insert Li-
' merick in jig place. pon reading over that list, and consuly.-
mﬂ. I ML .Mﬁ HW 2 Z %.. : mz,ﬂ.i:r many of the respectable inhabitants, it o thought
: . advikable ¢ proceed as at fipgt mtended, and to compile a
= g Dir ‘ctory upon the same plan as that s Successtully adopted
= I England. F irst, by giving a brief notice of the Town,
1ts Public w::&:m{. b_w:ﬂ::::ﬁ and C
Alphabetical Ligt of the Nobility, Gentr
the range of each Pogt Office, and ivil
designarion and title, according to the
society ; and an Alphabetical arrangement of the various Pro-
fessions ang Trades, under which will be found the name of
ach individual, being a master tradesman or employer, as ob.-
tained from E:ﬁm?ﬁnic:u:? wherever p “acticable, and con-
£ __HE::W with a list of the various convey

rances, by land or wa-
ter, to and trom each town respectively

ommerce; next, an
¥, and O_E.r«%, within
1Z to cach hig proper
accustomed modes of

T
R P e
Pr——

ORRPSIP
R o v e N RN IR
e o

.

In compiling a work of this Ling,
shoulg be waited upon,

where every individual }
Much Iabour and

to insure any thing like correctness, |

expence is incurréd. The Publisher ven-
g tires ¢ rEE It may meet with Clcouragement and Patronage
_ :.em: the “nhabitants of the towny

which

. and neighbourhood for
1t has heen compiled,
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count eight different display faces, ranging from funny block capitals
ize.

already well-selected supply of types, continues to execute
ly twenty four picas by forty one picas in s

'Every description of printing"

1S on

Indeed, instead of looking like chaos as one would expect, this and the
other various pages which consist of totally different advertisments, but
set in a similar fashion, actually have a grace and atmosphere about them

to'sans serif'and'outline' typefaces, all of which have been set on a page
achievement, especially when the page is still seen to read very clearly.

And every description of printing is exactly what he presents, as he has
that is both visually pleasing to the eye and also very readable,

every single display line printed in a different typeface.

which
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This only goes to show that where infinite variations of ornament or

display typefaces are used, with proper discretion and good judgement, it

ided care is taken to

ign, prov

can add to the harmony of the whole des

This does not go

ensure that the ornament does not dominate the design.

to say that the use of ornament will ensure the success of a good design,

iJ
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but if used Properly and ip context, it can prove to be an added bonus.,

is is one of only two frontispi
between all the different Kilken

Ny printed pieces. This is a delightfully
engraved illustration,

but although it was printed by T. SHEARMAN, in

g ave been a commission which was done by a J. KIRKWOOD,
mrﬁl\\\ of Dublin. His Credits can be read in tiny print underneath the illustration.

As I was only able to come across two illustrations out of all the work that

—_— MJ I looked up, both as it happens were printed in the same year, and by the

Same printer, T.SHEARMAN, I can only conclude that there was very little if

L any other illustrations or work of this nature carried out in Kilkenny.
rﬁ*Fh%J THE POOR MAN'S MANUEL OF DEVOTIONS:
1 ;;] (see illustration no. 65, )
”TjIh' The second illustration is the frontispiece of another small book called:
— hJ "The Poor man's Manuel of Devotions",

~ This publication was in fact 4 poor mans prayer book, and it is interesting
:i]m..n to note that on the title page of this book, there is no use made of fancy

' _! display type. In fact there seems to have been a decided effort made to

-TEF- = use a‘limited range of typefaces.
':]”“‘ When you compare this book with 'THE NEW COMMERCTAL DIRECTORY', a decided

subtlety can be noticed with regard to the use of a strictly limited

ii]‘ range of type faces and typesizes, along with the use of exact letter

spacing and a very definite breakdown of information. This may have been
b ;] because of the fact that it was 'A POOR MAN'S JOURNAL' the book being a
'”j reflection of the type of person who might use it? Whatever the reasons
{ ;j behind it, it shows a decided effort on the part of the printer to take
m—r

into account the subjects of the individual books and print accordingly.

‘4“. L‘~ :W—* ~—‘
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: 3 ron Gowran to Castlecomer,
ir 98 pcis the road from Gowre : Soe:
o repair 98 pchs. of ¢ d from A e
f)OL:\'Ic 20 thcistreqm at the Widow a)cmn? s & Prerce .
ceLwee & s :
house at the 5-mile-stone, at 5s per perci,

- T

- " -
- - i

Wages, >

' J d

To Sir Wheeler Cuffe, Bart., the Hg}'.l An”]?”i}'-(};c{%’;r?in
- 1d Moore epair 84 perches of the road fi stie

David Moore, to repair 84 p E3.gL tiegroad i aghiesy
comer to Thomastown, between Sandford’s Court and Tem

- - . -

martin, - %

o
v : % -

res, =

; SDLS,

- - =

To Sir Nichs. Lo[‘tus,'Bm‘t., Walter Blackney, Esq. and Jaines

ir 75 [t oad fi Graigue o
Boyle, to repair 75 perches of the road from ( raigue

&,

W

Pt gy

20

; ; n; agt 5 )'et"‘ : )
Ross, between the turnpike gate at Nicholas® cross and Paté¢

Meighan’s house at Neigham, at 4s per perch, . - -
'\"Vgges, - - - =

i 2 Yo 2 T 10
To Thomas Neville, Esq. and James Loughlan, to repair ,1 00
perches of road from Thomastown to Kilkenny, bet‘.',?e:}
Maurice Bryan’s House & Killarney forge, at s per perch,
Wages, - - . - - -
To William Bayly, David Burtchaell, Esqrs. and Joha Brenan,

to repair 198 perches of the road fiom Gowran to Castleco.
mer, between Thomas Griffith’s kitchen garden and James

Titzgerald’s house, at 45 6d per perch, g -
Wages, - - . - - . :

To Thos. Kavanagh, Joseph Greene, Simon Blackmore; Esg_r's.
and Michael Shearman, to repair 152 perches of the road
from Kilkenny to Enniscorthy, between William Cummin’s
house and Rich. Walshe’s at Clashmagrath, at 2s 6d per peh,

Wages, | - . - s 4 o 2

To Nicholas Aylward, John Flood, Esqrs. and James Butler, to -
repair 88 perches of the road from Gore’s-hridge to Castle-
comer, between Thomas Clear’s house at Shankjlj and ‘Thos,

Kealy’s at Shankill, at 55 54 perperch, . -
"ages, - = . : - . .

To Thomas Kelly, Esq. and James Butler, to repair 114 perches
of road from "Thomastown to Castlecomer, between the street
of Kilmagar and the Castle of Clara :

Wages, . .
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County of Kilkep_qy{

W“—-—.—____

"Th_e following Gentlemen have peen appointed
upem{asmts, without Salary, in the different
aronies in the Counta; i . ot

-— v

GOWRAN BARONY.

SUMMER ASSIZES, 1815,

Sit Edward Loftus, Bart. OF that part of the road leading from Ross -
; i to owran, between Mount:Loftus and Gowran ;
Sir Nicholag Loftus, Barg,d and of that part of the road leading from Graigue -

appointed at Summer [tq Lelghlm-bridge, between Gore’s-bridge and .

1818, the bounds of the Count near the Royal Qak—-
(700 perches.) 4 e

to th:n:mt_own, (by Maddoxtown) between the
City Libei ties and Bennett’s-bridge-—'( 1054 pchs.) -

SPRING, 1816,

: ; Of that part of the road leading from Innis-
Joseph Robbins, Esq.......{tiogue to Waterford, between Mr.‘bTighe’s gate

and the bounds of the Barony of Ida—(729 pchs,) -

St W, Cuf Bart.,.......{ Thoman ! e 0ad leding from Kitkenny

Qf that part of the road leading from Kilkenny
John Power, Esqeeeeecerian to Graigue, between Bennett’s-hridge and Cop-
; Pana Gap—(2051 perches.)

o OFf that part of the road leading from Callan o
William Bayly, Esq......... Gowran, between Ballylinch bridge and the tur.

pike road leading to Gowran—(77v perches.)
SUMMER, 1816.

[ Of that part of the road leading from Kilkenny

- to Carlow, between the corner of Martin Butler’s

dilbonydale, Esq.........4 field at John’s-well and Dr. Baker’s bridge at the
Ll.iberty bounds—(8§22 perches.) «

j’ Of that part of the road leading from Thomss-
town to Gowran, between the Castle of Stroan
&and the mail coach road at Huntingtower.

SPRING, 1817.

[ Ofthat part of the road leading from Ki}kenny

‘ ey to Thomastown, between the turn to Kilfane and

Earl of Carrick..... ..... '] the turn to the bridge of Ballylinch-—(about three
wiles.) - & ;

Henry A. Bushe, Esq......
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ooking at the illustratiop of 'THE CRUCIFIXION' I think it resembles that

a copper engraving. Wood eéngraving is done

grain of the wood. Like a woodcut, only one

of a wood €ngraving rather thap
with €ngraving tools on the end

a black line. However, halftones can be

Stimulated by a means of fine shading and cross-hatching,

Although the illustration of'THE CRUCIFIXION'

is done with Precision and
shows much detail

» 1n my opinion, the overall effect is more one of a 'very

fine line drawing'., This difference in illustration techniques can be

more clearly seen when you compare it to the fine detail that shows through

in the frontispiece of '"THE NEW COMMERCIAL DIRECTORY'.

THE PRESENTMENTS OF THE GRAND JURY OF THE COUNTY OF KILKENNY
(see illustration nos, 06, 67, 68)
Some note chould be taken of 'THE PRESENTMENTS OF THE GRAND JURY OF THE

COUNTY OF KILKENNY'. This piece, printed in 1821 is the largest printed

page in the whole collection. I think it is worth looking at, as it is not

a book, but a catagorization of all the appointed supervisors in the
different baronies, in the county of Kilkenny.

The layout of this book is very much worth noting. The title page being very
clearly presented with nice use being made of the new display typefaces which
were very much in vogue during this period. On the title page the twenty
five names of the 'Grand Jury' have been presented, and rather than
cluttering up the page with text as one would imagine, they are made to fit
in very neatly and clearly with the whole design. There is a sense of
organisation and proportion in the design of the elements on this page, and
balance in their distribution. Although this title page contains a lot of
information, it remains very legible, easy to follow, and still holds on to

a sense of unity.

Inside,.it is just as clearly laid out with good use being made of bold type
for the headings and a continued uniformity being created throughout by the
use of the same text area and the same margins. Good skills and imagination

were put to use in the laying out of this publication.
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Sir Joshua Reynolds. ]
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One :
of the later books of thig period that was printed in Kilkenny and which

f is:
A CATALOGUE OF PICTURES AT KILKENNY CASTLE
This catalogue algg contained a

card and printed with an ide
back,

I was able to 8et a copy o

cover which was made from heavy olive green

ntical ornamental black border on both front and

The cover gives no indication of what is printed inside.

One of the reasons why I feel I should mention this piece is that it

contains one of the few title pages in which all the information is enclosed

in a decorative border, which if you look closely, you will find it to be

made up of printers flowers and rules. T think this title page also shows

very clearly the way in which only the very minimum information has been
Printed. Besides the actual title
name of the printer,

» the only other information given is the

This title Page is almost a direct contrast to that of 'THE PRESENTMENTS
OF THE GRAND JURY OF THE COUNTY OF KILKENNY'. There has been a total
elimination of any unnecessary and irrelevant material which puts it much
more in line with the title pages of todays books. Even more dramatic
contrast is created when you look back at the earlier title pages of

'"Hibernia Dominicana' and 'The First Annual Report of the Corporation'.

Without doubt I think it can be said that the printing of the nineteenth
century brought many changes both technically and typographically, although

they may have been initiated in Europe and followed on into England.

Ireland was never far behind, and I think this has been reflected very clearly

in many of the pieces that I have found to be printed in Kilkenny.
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Durin i .
g the eighteenth apg Nineteenth centuries the main developments were in

the desi
esign of many pey typefaces. However with the twentieth century came
the new technoligical era which bro

ught along with it radical changes in
most 1ndustries, but ncne more so t

han in the Printing industry,
The composition of type, and the make-ready on the machine are the two
Principal repliminary changes in printing since the fifteenth century,

After printing with the hand presses came the power of steam which was

coupled with rotary motion. Although this type of pPrinting machine was

Soon superseded by an improved version,

it was the ancestor of the presses
of the present day.

The stop eylinder and two revolution machines used

for Printing books are derived from it. Steam was also eventually superseded

when the presses were linked to the new power of electricity.

In the composing room the early equipment and methods of the twentieth
century were virtually the same everywhere. There were broadly only four
choices of equipment manufacture, These included Monotype, Linotype,

Intertype and Ludlow composing machines,

These machines were devised in the latter half of the nineteenth century in
an effort to preform the whole operation of composing type more efficiently.

Up until this time, type was composed solely by hand and was a very tedious

and time consuming job indeed.

Two major problems presented themselves with the invention of these new

type casting machines.

1l Justification, which was the spacing out of the line to the full
width of the measure.

20 The problem of what to do with the type the machine composed after

the book was printed and it was no longer needed.

The solution to these problems came with the invention of the Linotype

composing machine, the first commercial model of which appeared in 1886.
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This machine did not holq type,

; but matrices or moulds for casting the type
aCe-

These matrices were assembled by the operation of a keyboard, which

could se ; ;
t and cast a whole line of type in one piece, Justification was

achi
leved by a System of wedges, The used type went back into the melting

ot fo - i i i
p T reé-use in the machine, So this new process was a combination g
typecasting with composing.,

In the 1890

s Tobert Lanston of Washington was perfecting the monotype
machine,

This machine also operated from a keyboard, using matrices and

a mould for casting the type. However, the big difference in the monotype

machine was itg ability to produce Separate types rather than a complete
line of type as was produced by the linotype machine,

The completed monotype page presented on the printing machine the same
pProposition as hand set type,

was new and sharp.

with the important difference that every letter
It also offered the advantages of easy correction and
manipulation and did not demand a procedure in handling any different from
the way it was always done through four centuries of printing. This machine

also brought with it an ambitious policy of revival of old types, coupled

with the issue of newly designed faces of a great many varieties.

Both these machines were used widely in the early printing of the twentieth
century. EFEach machine suited a different use, Linotype being used principally
in magazine and newspaper offices, with its solid slug being a distinct asset
in the rush and bustle of getting out a newspaper. It was in fact one of
these linotype machines which was used in the 'Kilkenny People Office',

the remains of which can still be seen in the old and disused part of that

building today.

With the invention of new type casting machines, there was also the
invention of new printing presses, which being power driven provided for
the automatic inking of the type, for the feeding of the paper into the
machine and for its removal afterwards, as well as for the fundamental

business of impression.
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¢ % THE. COMMENCEMENT op THE KILKENNY PEOPLE NEWSPAPER:
Al i
-‘ITH\J Ong with the pey technological developments which were taking place so
quickly,

another pey paper

wa ] .
S called 'The Kllkenny People' which became a very direct and serious

r%val of the 'Kilkenny Journal' up until 1965 when the Kilkenny Journal
finally Ceased itg publication,

was being established in Kilkenny in 1900. Thig

1 .
The Kilkenny People' orignally started its publication from a premises

in James st, . When it was first set up,

it had joint ownership by P.J.0'Keefe

7 and E.T. Reane who were both Nationalist Supporters. Later on it was finally

taken over by E.T. Keane who became the sole owner,

N
| — ﬁ E.T. Keane, who hag come from Kerry to found 'The Kilkenny People' in 1892
Lo e GG LT :f—n”“‘ was to become known as ope of the towering personalities of early twentieth
fﬁ&;”W S i 7 ceéntury provincial Journalism. In 1940 he was still going strong as editor
5 Pﬁ*ﬁ“ﬁ‘ and owner,
B |
f‘"n He had what could only be described as a volcanic temperment that often
~ impressed itself on the staff of the paper. He was brillant in his command
- _;] of language and made much use of it to the discomfiture of many of the town's
ijiﬂm ; inhabitants, For example, one local dignatary who offended Keane was there-
T after always referred to in theSpaperiias M-S AR pa s ot The lack of
[ standing in the man's university degree became the means by which Keane
7 'jj continually berated him. E,T. Keane, not only saw out the Golden Jubilee
B of 'The Kilkenny People', but also the end of world war 11.
S
c-~~‘J The'Kilkenny People' took over from. the'Kilkenny Moderator'. However, it

was not a continuation of this newspaper, but was set up as a complete new
enterprise. Most of the 'Kilkenny Moderator' newspaper records are still

on file in the Kilkenny People Office, photographs of which I have included

here. It is interesting to look at the styles and format of some of the
Bi]_ last editions of the 'Moderator' newspaper and some of the first editions
’ of the 'Kilkenny People'.

:a The change in the appearance of newspapers over the last one hundred years

tells us a great deal about the changes in society. The conclusive effects



Newspaper design was alya
beginning of the ninetee
vertical display,

main story,

ys influenced by custom and technology. 1IN the
nth century, neéwspapers made no effort ip their
0T was there any effort made to put a headline over the
Or simply making sure that the main story began at the top of

the page. Although thig attitude was changing abroad in Europe and

the latter part of the nineteenth century, it was not until the

early twentieth century that Ireland followed their example.

E If you take a brief look at the front pages of the 'Kilkenny People' and
n_-]Ihﬁh the 'Kilkenny Moderator' it becomes very apparent that although these
v 7’ Neéwspapers are much later ip date to 'Finns Leinster Journal' the format
= f and layout has remained very much the same. Prominence is given only to the
T mast - heads, However, there is one big noteable change, and that is the
— nuﬁf breaking up of the pages into five and seven columns rather than three
3 ]. = columns as is found in 'Finn's Leinster Journal'. This change in grid
o ‘ﬁi breakup marks the beginning of many other dramatic changes which were to

I‘ take place in newspapers from this time forward.

—l o

i
?"_T~“J= I do not wish to 80 into an analytical study of newspaper design during
- o this period, but if one had the time to go through the files at the Kilkenny
- People Office,which also houses most of the files of the 'Kilkenny Moderator'
—.-[*JW g newspaper, you would soon begin to note marked innovations and improvements,
Ehwpwﬂj such as the placement of a headline over the main story, and even such basic

changes as the beginning of the main story at the top of the page. Another
i |
,f major development can be seen to have been the introduction of broadsheet

design which allowed the page a bigger base for Projecting on one page a

wide range of news at one time in an obvious order of priority.

b |

i

_;I - Offset printing also gave greater improved half-tone pictures and with the
i] invention of photo compostion, the designer was soon freed from the many

limitations of hot metal.

i
!
.:;‘. ‘ﬂ"
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32 e Post’ which was OwNed by i
Kilkeninv Peovle’ was in publication only
trom 1925 unkil \460.
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E.T. Keane, ang later John Kerry Keane

o » being innovative people always kept
emselves aware of what wag happenin

6 g in the printing world, and so the
Kilkenny People! newspaper was alway

: S as up to date with the technology
and design skills that were available

at any given time of print,

I e

n 1917, the Kilkenny People! gave rise to some interesting newspaper
history,

In 1882, E,T. Keane had established the Nationalist newspaper tradition in
the city

and in the run-up to the Parlimentary election in Kilkenny in
August 1917, the decision of De Valera to nominate W.T. Cosgrave as the
Sinn Fein candidate was made in the offices

of the 'Kilkenny People' in
High Street.

Cosgrave went on to win the election, gaining twice as many

vVotes as the Irish Parlimentary party candidate. After this significant

urban breakthrough for Sinn Fein, the 'Kilkenny People' was supressed.

However, the day was saved when a British army squad arrived to remove

parts of the printing press. One of the officers asked a young journalist
who was with the paper, to point out the press. The officer knew nothihg
of printing, so when the journalist showed him an old poster press, the
soldiers dismantled that!

L

CHRISTMAS 1983 AT
ITCHYC
- [/ s

'The Kilkenny Post' was another newspaper owned by 'The Kilkenny People'

e and was in publication from 1925 until 1960. It was a mid-weekly publication
r—*?—*l and was rather like a supplement of the Kilkenny People. However, unlike
i the broadsheet size of the Kilkenny People newspaper, 'The Kilkenny Post'
Erqvl:] was tabloid in size. The reason for this being that it was printed during

the war years, and the tabloid size was a bid to try and conserve the available

paper stocks. Hdwever, this paper was finally suspended in 1960 after the

second world war, due to paper shortage.

After world war 11 came the technological war which presented enormous

communication problems, so that by the 1950's, the quickening introduction
of new technology and the social reorganisation which was taking place

throughout Europe required communication systems to present these changes

o

’ o : ) i7]f
K - Xont e s O > -
T\ e %
ér -,.\\EJ&_,(&;:J":\Q(\L '-:f\rJHJJ b‘{\Q " g . . - 2 \ - :'"]

e e P AV AR A2 e
Y\Cu)fr'\‘tv : Main LLJAQi; KO (;W;A t\tgaJufkrry- g
WodPDEK, AS  vialatied \
\ P as FJ-J‘.(...:\_

g/ { e = - diin
Woned In Decern af? 187 B T



o
i

.’

to the public,

HOwever ip the printing industry especially, the most
tremendous chang

€8s did not take place until the past twenty years. This

of course has beep brought ahout by the new computer era.

10 the character of type, but the almost revolutionary developments in
electronics apg computers which again have especially had an impact on

the composition of type, or as it is now known, typesetting. This

revolution ig Still far from com

plete and typesetting has become an intrinsic
part of !

the information industry’',

To facilitate this new printing industry, general purpose micro computers

ams. In 1953, the newly formed
compugraphic company launched its first keyboard operated headliner. It
quickly became apparent that the composing room o

have been adapted to run typesetting progr

f the future would become
a smaller but altogether more powerful place.

At first, the users had to be content with the orignal one to one approach
where the operator keyed in the text,

and commands, and then output to
the typesetter line by line. Tht

oughout the next ten years however, many

other facilities were added, such as better editing facilities, paper tape

and later disc Storage, and the ability to allow the input of one job and the

simultaneous out put of another job.

Better fount libraries were added and towards the end of the 1970's, links
were forged with word processing. Thus, from humble heginnings, the direct

entry technology grew into keyboard controlled photo-typesetting systenms.

When the 'Kilkenny People' was taken over by John Kerry Keane, son of E.T.
Keane, he quickly set about building up this paper to become one of the

classic weeklies in Ireland.

As already stated, the 'Kilkenny People' orignally started its publication
from a premises in James St., but in 1965 it set up offices on High Street,

but retained the old building to house their printing press.
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In 1
982 there Wwas a complete renovation done of all the old offices with

This investment also includes the introduction of

which can run up to 12,000 sheets an hour, and

new factory Space added,
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rénovation of the working a

reas, including offices, editorial and advertising
departments for the paper,

composing and makeup departments. There was also
a new frontage huilt onto the high street,

In the old James St. building the 'Kilkenny People’ newspaper remains printed

o

i

by a nyloprint Ne€wspaper printing press which has be
the last twenty years,

en in operation there for

fasdd
-

'_‘Iw' Altogether the Kilkenny People office has a staff of fourty two and in addition

to its own newspaper and jobbing work, prints about thirty magazine titles a
month.,

il

I was given a grand tour of these offices, old and new, and it was quite
astonishing to see computer typesetting being done in one building and ten
minutes later to find yourself surrounded by wooden type, which is still
scattered all over the offices of the old building, along with old hand
printing machines and cutting machines. It was rather like a journey back in

time. The contrast in working areas and equipment was extrodinary.

My only thought was: 'what a long way Kilkenny had come since the first

introduction of wooden type and hand presses to this provincial town in

.:E s L__L Y L__E

the seventeenth century.

The last and final newspaper to be launched in Kilkenny to date, was called
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'"The Kilkenny Standarq’ , This paper in direct contrast to the KIlkenny

hoestring and was printed by the PMPA, owned

in Portlaoise. Later, the latter paper took over the
which wag closed down ea

People yag launcheq op as
'Leinster Express!

'Standarq! rly in 1983 after suffering severe losses.

Present day,






. Some of it
Wwas perhaps of Specialised interest to me in the sense that I

had a personal
interest in the typographical aspect of the subject,

However, I soon learned
’ P_‘j that not alone is it valuable to have a record of a given subject to enable
e | one to analyse the valye of the material that came before and after a given
i : period not to mention the valuable information that it provides in relation
|

to the creation of pew such material in the present per

iod. But, with
regard to Printing,

not alone does the keeping of printed material enable us
to analyse the material in the way it was executed, but this subject has

L

= B

the added bonus in that the actual reading of that material in itself makes

] a complete record of the various social attitudes and codes of behaviour

— that were peculiar to a particular place in a given period.

,j] This concept became very evident as I began to uncover many of the printed
=i1 pieces and newspapers of this city. I am sure that it would make some very
=

interesting reading, for those simply interested in life in Kilkenny during

these periods.

i I already mentioned in my introduction that it is to the skills and inventive
:[1" minds of Gutenberg, Pi-Sheng and others that we owe the very often taken for
.m‘ij granted privilege of turning back from the page on which we have found some—

- thing debatable in order to find and re-read that point where the argument
‘h"i] started. Likewise it is to the dedication of such men as Ernest McClintock
i

Dix, James Coleman and many others that I owe the privilege of being able to
i

P look up this subject of printing in Kilkenny and find readily available records
c and information. Their dedication has provided the nation and in this
o : ticular case Kilkenny with some very valuable information which could
‘ ar
?Zj] pth wise have been lost forever. I know their efforts have not been wasted.,
P other
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1830: Charter of tpe City of Kilkenny,

Printer; T, Shearman, High Street.
1865 Kilkenny Library Society (Catalogue)

Printer: at 'Journal Office' Parade, Kilkenny,
1872: 'Chatsworth and Clough',

Printer; Coyle Brothers, High Street,
1876: Ses Ciaran, Patron of Ossory'.

Printer; at 'Journal Office', Parade, Kilkenny.
1885:  Annual Reports of the Kilkenny District Lunatic Asylum,

Printer: Coyle Brothers, High Street.,

1898:

Rules and Resolutions of the Orphan Societ

y of Kilkenny.
Printer: John Reynolds, HIgh Street.
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BY

GEORGE Bryaw, Esq.,. M.P.
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PATRON OF OSSORY:

AN HISTORICAL COMMENTARY ON
SOME NOTES ON HIS DEATH, AND ON THE SURVIVING

PRINTED AT THE °‘ JOURNAL” OFFICE, PARADE

ST. CIARAN,

A MEMOIR OF HIS LIFE AND TIMES,

COMPRISING A PRELIMINARY ENQUIRY
RESPECTING THE PERIOD OF HIS BIRTH ;

THE LEGEND OF HI1S LIFE;

MEMORIALS OF HIS MTISSION,

BY

JOEN HOG AN,

KILKENNY.
— et

KILKENNY .

1876.
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Bradshaw, Henry,

n . .
Prlntlng‘in Irelang"

British and Co. Pript 13, 1884,

Coleman, James;
"R o
rly printing in wa

W

terford and Kilkenny 1898 - 1902"
aterford apg South-E

ast of Treland, Arch Soc. Jn., Vols. 1V-V111, 1898-1902

Dix, Ernest Reginald McClintock

n & a &
Early PTinting in the South East of Ireland"”

Waterford and South Eagt of Ireland Arch, Soc. Jn, Vols. 1X-X11.
N. Harvey and (o, 1910

Dix, Ernest Reginald McClintock
"Irish Bibliography"

J. KIng, London 1903. 12pp; 8vo.

Dix, Ernest Reginald McClintock
"Printers Names and Dates"

Dublin and Provincial Presses

Dix, Ernest Reginald McClintock

"Printing in some Irish Provincial towns in the eighteenth century.
Kings Irish Bibliographical Journal

Dix, Ernest Reginald McClintock
"Printing in Kilkenny in the seventeenth century"

Royal Irish Academy, vol. XXX11, C, No. 7. 1914

Dix, Frnest Reginald McClintock
"Printing in Kilkenny in the eighteenth century"

Typescript with manuscript notes. Dublin 1912

Dix, Ernest Reginald McClintock:

"A very rare Kilkenny printed proclamation and William Smith its printer"

- Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, Vol. XXV1l, section C. nos. 6 and 7



May-June 1928

Dix, Ernest Reginald McClintock;
"Kilkenny printin

» vol XV1, PP89-109, July-Dec 1928
Dix, Ernest Reginald McClintock:
"An early eighteenth centyr

Y broadside on Printing with 1 plate"
Royal Irish Academy Proc

' . ._ ; y I ‘ ' l U i
1 7 1 i o
i i ; ' 7
; 4
—
H
H
(2]
=r
=
(o]
(o)
=
=
g
(us
i
=
oQ
=
=
T
=
()
(1]
'..J
(0]
=r
ct
D
(1]
=
=
=
()
(1)
=
ct
=
Lo}
‘<-

-, Vol XXV11, Section C pp 401-3, Aug, 1909
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Dix, Ernest Reginald McClintock:

"The history of Irish printing"
Irish book lover,

Vol. V1, pp 124-5, March 1915

Eager, Alan R:

"A guide to Irish Bibliographical material

Evans, Harold:

"Editing and Design"

Book 5 - Newspaper Design

Fleischmann, Gerd:

"Irish Country Posters".

Hogan, John.

"Typographical and historical illustrations of the city and county of Kilkenny"

Kilkenny and South East of Ireland Arch. Soc. Jn, Ser 2, Vols 11 - V1, 1859-67

Hogan, John:

"Typographical illustrations of the southern and western suburbs of Kilkenny"

The Dublin Builder, Vol 11, No. 20, pp 306-307, Aug 1, 1860

Jennett, Sean:
"The making of Books"
Faber and Faber 1973
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Kenealy, Mary:
"Finng Leinster Journal”
The 014 Kilkenny Reviey

Oran, Hugh:
"The newspaper bookn
M.0. Books

Newdigate, Bernard H:

"The Art of the Book"

British types for Printing books

O'Cassaide, Seamus:

"The beginnings of printing in Irish Towns"

Irish Book lover, Vol —XV1, pp 30 1, Feb 1924

0'Cassaide, Seamus:

"An English Booksellers error"

(re; early printed books in Ireland)
Irish Book Lover, vol. V111, p

. 144, Sept — Oct 1937

0'Cassaide, Seamus:
"Newspapers of Ireland in 1819"
Irish Book Lover, Vol. X1X, pp 56-7, May-June, 1934

0°Cassaide, Seamus:

"Kilkenny printing in the seventeenth century"

Irish Book Lover, Vol. XX1, p 91 July-Aug, 1933

0'Lochlainn, Colm:
"A printers Device" (The sign of the three candles)

Irish Book Lover, Vol. XV1, pp 15 -6, Jan - Feb 1928

Steinberg, S.H.
"500 years of printmaking"

Pelican Books
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