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INTRODUCTION

The debate on Australian cinema and its portrayal of national identity within the internation-
al market is ongoing. In recent years there has been a shift from more traditional representa-
tions of the nation based on land and the ‘Outback’, to a narrative which is more culturally
diverse, and less reliant on a masculine, Anglo-Saxon terrain. I have divided my exploration
into five chapters, the first four explore motifs traditionally associated with Australian cinema,
those being: a man’s country; the Australian heroine; the Underdog and Aussie battler; and the
wide open land and its inhabitants. In my final chapter I discuss camp and kitsch elements in
some of the recent offerings from Australia, and investigate how these offer a refreshing and
sometimes ironic alternative to ‘traditional’ Australian cinema. Using a variety of references I

will illustrate the difference between the old and the “new wave” Australian cinema.
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