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Lipstick. Watercolour by Steffie Nathan, 1928.

In the gloaming, oh my darling,
When the lights are dim and low,
That your face is powder-painted,
How am I, sweetheart, to know?
Twice this month I've had to bundle
Every coat that I possess,

To the cleaners—won'’t you, darling,
Love me more and powder less.

ANONYMOUS
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Girl with false pearls, 1913. Full, rosebud lips, dark brows, and
light skin were fashionable. "
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TWENTIETH CENTURY
1907-1911

1907. King's Virgin Cream — ‘A
Marvellous Skin Food and Tissue
Builder’.

1907. Harriet Hubbard Ayer’s
Wrinkle Eradicator. Price, $3.
1907. Crayon Brillerose pour les
Ongles. Stick nail polish.

1907. La Belle Coquette. Rouge
pomade in rose-garlanded Limoges
pot, by Harriet Hubbard Avyer.
Price, $2.

1911. Silver-plated vanity case sent
for 16 cents in stamps to the pur-
chaser of a can of Williams™ Talc
Powder.

1915. Rouge paste ‘from an Old
Southern formula’, to be applied
with a sponge.

1911. Williams” Violet Talcum
Powder in 4 scents — Violet, Car-
nation, Rose, and Karsi.

1907. Sweet Briar Dusting Powder
by Jean Carrington. Price, 50 cents.
1911. Monte Christo Secret of
Beauty. Liquid complexion powder.
1911. Dr Benach’s Spearmint Tooth
Elixer — ‘As Refreshing as a Plunge
in the Surf’. Price, 25 cents.

1911. Davenport Sanitary Pocket
Tooth Brush. Nickel plate, 75 cents;
silver plate, $1.

1911. Woodbury’s Facial Powder
with ‘Double Box and Free Cham-
ois’. Price, 25 cents.







TWENTIETH CENTURY
1913-1920

1913. Rigaud Talcum in glass
bottle, scented with Mary Garden
perfume.

1918. Jonteel Talc in black can with
red, yellow, green, and violet par-
rot. Face powder and cold cream
also available.

1918. Cutex Cuticle Remover.
1913. Dorin cake rouge in blue and
gold box. Brunette, Framboise, and
other shades.

1918. Rigaud Rouge, scented with
Mary Garden perfume, ‘in dainty
vanity case with puff and mirror’.
Price, 50 cents.

1919. Dorin liquid rouge, Paris.
1917. Gold powder compact. Price,
$5.

1919. Paris and Boston. Talcum,
face powder, and liquid rouge by
Jardin. Available in Jardin de Lilas
or Jardin de Rose.

1917. Lipstick in gold case. Price, $3.
1917, French. Marquise de Sévigné
face powder. Price, $1.50.

1919. Pompeian Day Cream (vanish-
ing) and Pompeian Bloom (rouge).
The rouge was available in light,
medium, and dark.

1917. Ivory powder box from an
eleven-piece dressing-table set. Bon-
wit Teller, New York.
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Orange-flower water, triple 6 ounces
Deodorized alcohol 114 ounces
Bitter almonds, blanched 1 ounce
White wax 1 drachm
Spermaceti

Oil of benne

Shaving cream

Oil of bergamot

Oil of cloves

Oil of neroli, bigarade

Oil of sweet almonds 4 ounces
Fresh cucumber juice ............... 10 ounces

Essence of cucumbers 3 ounces
White Castile soap (powdered) 4 ounce
Tincture of benzoin







‘Even the most conservative and prejudiced people,” wrote the beauty editor of
Vogue in 1920, ‘now concede that a woman exquisitely made up may yet be,
in spite of seeming frivolity, a faithful wife and a devoted mother. Like eating
and speaking and dressing, making up has well-bred and vulgar possibilities.
The woman who is innately tasteful will not powder to extreme nor daub her
lips with a too vivid crimson. The crudities of a whitewashed face upon which
the colour flares out like the spots on a clown’s cheeks, appear to her in their
true character, discordant, jangling. Conspicuous make-up goes hand in hand
with other vulgarities. The woman who uses overwhelming perfumes and too
much jewellery, whose voice is a shade too loud, will, inevitably, have her eye-
brows shaved to abnormal thinness and contorted shape and her lips painted
flamboyantly scarlet. . . .

‘The whole art of make-up is first to know oneself. . . . If one’s lashes are
short and scattered and one’s eyes lack particular distinction, a careful darken-
ing of these lashes will give an impression of greater thickness and will add size
and depth to the eyes. The rest of the face should be untouched, save for the
tasteful dusting of powder. Too much make-up takes away expressiveness from
the face. It is far better to make it all lead up to or set off one special feature.
If the mouth is well-shaped, an accent of red will enhance its charm and con-
centrate attention on it. . . . Pretty fingers may be touched with rose to call
attention to their slenderness. A dark skin may be made distinctive by a blend-
ing powder and a rich red rouge. Too often, dark women powder their faces
white and rouge them baby pink, and this produces a most incongruous effect
in comparison with the olive colour of their necks and hands.

‘There is not a woman living who could not increase her piquancy and
charm by a little dash of artificiality, for there is a lure, a {ascinating flavour
about it, so long as it is elusive. . . . So out upon the dressing-table come the
little jars and boxes, and concealment is no longer a necessary act in connection
with one’s lip-stick. There are so many creams and lotions, rouges and powders

that delight with their little jars and boxes and bottles, that actual knowledge
is necessary to guide one in a choice of cosmetics. . . . If one chooses the best
and uses it well, one may possess— or very nearly possess— the world-sought,
infinitely precious secret of eternal beauty.’ '
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TWENTIETH CENTURY
1020-1930

1923. Solid silver vanity case by
International ~ Silver.  Contains
mirror, powder puff, note pad, 2
coin holders, and a compartment
for visiting cards.

1923. Pert cream rouge. ‘Orange in
the jar, it turns to a natural pink
as it touches the skin.’

1923. Lionel compact. ‘Opens and
closes with a snap.’ Imitation
leather case, lamb’s wool puff per-
fumed with Golliwogg de Vigny.
Price $1.

1928. Mascara and brush in sea-
green metal case. By Dorothy Gray.
1928. Dorothy Gray liquid Cherri
Rouge.

Dorothy Gray lipstick.

1928. Dunhill vanity case contain-
ing rouge, powder, puffs, lipstick,
and mirror. Available in natural
metal or coloured enamels. Price, $5
to $500.

1925. Tussy indelible lipstick, by
Lesquendieu, Paris.

1925. Scented indelible liquid lip
rouge.

1925. Tangee lipstick.

1925. Tangee Creme Rouge in glass
jar.

Dorothy Gray vanity case, con-
taining  rouge, powder, puffs,
mirror, lipstick, eyebrow brush,
tweezers, eyeshadow, and mascara.
Available in various colours and
leathers. Price, $9 to $18.







TWENTIETH CENTURY
1920-1930

1925. Solid silver compact for rouge
and loose powder. By International
Sterling.

1925. Terri lipstick in Bakelite case.
1925. Eyebrow pencil by Lablache.
1925. Terri vanity case with fitted
compartments for powder, rouge,
lipstick, cigarettes or bills, key, and
coins. Also contains a mirror and
comb. Leather case with white or
green gold.

1925. Terri loose-powder vanity
and lipstick in bakelite case.

1920. Azurea face powder, Paris.
Available at least as early as 1915.
1927. Coty Face Powder.

1927. Houbigant Double Compact
for rouge (4 shades) and powder
(3 shades). Price, $2.50.







‘First the cleansing cream, soft, soft as whipped cream, to keep the skin
smooth and fine-grained and clean. Next a bottle of skin tonic to tone up the
skin and bring out the natural freshness. You either buy this skin tonic or make
it out of one-third witch-hazel and two-thirds Florida water. . . . Then skin-food
cream to pat under the eyes . . . and all over thin faces and necks. Then a small

jar of astringent cream for the pores. And if you want to have a really lovely,
silken poreless texture, you buy a little bottle of the right kind of oil and,
taking a bit of the cream for the pores into your palm, mix just a drop or two
of this oil with the pore cream in your palm, smoeoth it over your face, and
leave it on all night. . . . If you are at all inclined to be plump, you should
have tucked away neatly in a drawer in a little box all its own a patter or a
molder or some such device to keep your chin where it ought to be, clear-lined
and never doubled, and your cheeks patted or molded up and out of their
sagginess. . . .

“Then the foundation cream, if vou use one. If you don’t use it, just smooth
a bit of the skin food on again, leave it on a moment or two and then wipe it
off. . .. Next the little box or bottle of rouge. Oh, yes you do! Most of you,
anyway. You need it when you're tired, if you don’t any other time. If you
use a paste, just touch your middle finger to it and rub over the place your
natural color used to be. (Don’t make your cheeks just alike— they never are
in nature.) Put a touch upon the point of the chin. Personally, I love a blur
of it on the center of the ciiest where you burn in summer.

‘Now an eyebrow-brush to clean the brows and lashes of powder. . . . If
your brows and lashes are light, better have a small jar of eyelash paste or hard
cake and sweep your brush lightly across the paste or cake and go over them
again after you’ve got all the powder off.

“There are eyebrow-pencils nowadays of brown as well as black. A little
darkening of eyebrows with a brown pencil will oftcn give a charming accent
to a blond face. One no longer grooms the brows as mercilessly as a season or
two ago, but of course don’t have them too careless. And, finally, the dot with
the pencil in the outer corner of the eye to give the tilted-up look, if that is
your type, or a tiny line to elongate the eyes, if you are that type.

‘Don’t use chamois skin for your powdering— you’re apt to rub the powder
in too hard. Get a good, fine, well-made powder and put it on with a puff or
pad and it will stick. And keep that puff or pat as clean as your immortal soul.
Match your powder to your skin—Nature knew what she was doing. Get
ocher or cream face-powder if you're naturally dark; flesh, if you're blond;
dead white if you want to be bizarre.”
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‘As a base for my powder I use a very familiar face lotion. | find the powder
goes on much smoother and better and stays on longer than when I use a cold-
cream base. . . . T use a cream-colored powder, and on my lips I rub a light-red
lip rouge — the brighter the shade. the better. I use a dry rouge on my cheeks,
the same for daytime and for night, and I make it myself by combining two
rouges—an ordinary brunet rouge and a light orange powder. The orange
powder gives the rouge an animation it hasn’t got by itself.’

But Miss Fontanne points out that what may be right for her would be quite
wrong for another woman, and each should choose for herself. One of her

comments undoubtedly reflect the sentiments of luxury loving women through-
out history : .

‘In my bath I shake a few drops of a bath essence which cost a great deal of
money. Some “accessories are expensive, yet in the end they are worth their
price because they stimufate a feeling of well-being, of a sort of inner luxury .
which raises the spirits, which make one feel beautiful, which is half the battle’
of presenting a charming appearance.’
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The wistful look, 1925. Plucked and pencilled eyebrows, shadowed eyes, and
painted rosebud mouth.
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Fashionable model of 1927. From an
advertisement for Houbigant
perfumes and cosmetics.

The moustache comes
back ! Newspaper
caricature, Berlin,
1926.
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‘The average woman of today . . . proceeds upon the happy assumption that
there is no more to make-up than a paint barrel, a spade, and physical strength.
And as for lights it never enters her head to make a distinction between artificial
and natural. As a consequence, she makes up under an electric lamp without
thought of the outside sun, and when she reaches the street, she looks for all
the world like a circus clown.

‘I am not leveling any wholesale indictment against paint and powder and
lipsticks. T uphold the right of every woman to make herself as attractive as
possible. . . . Where I dislike and resent the employment of make-up is in the
case of old women and young girls. To me, at least, there is nothing more pain-
ful and pathetic than the sight of a grandmother —ancient enough to be one
anyway — mincing along a public street with her cheekbones buried under a
mass of crude vermilion, mascara dripping from her eyelashes, and her mouth

a study in scarlet. . . .

‘Even more ghastly is the spectacle of a young girl, still in her teens, going
about with a compact clutched tightly in her hand, opening it every few
minutes to freshen the violent crimson of her lips, to add to the blobs of rouge
on her cheeks, or to plaster more powder on her nose, already gleaming like a
tombstone against the background of reds and ochers. I never see the perform-

ance without wanting to grab the little halfwit and throw her under a
pump. . ..

‘My objection to painting and powdering and lipsticking by adolescents is
that it cheats them out of childhood. A child may start on the use of a compact
because “all the other girls do it”, but be very sure it will not be long before
its significances are understood by her. In its essence the thing is a call to
vanity, and there can be no question that it leads to a premature development
of the sex instinct. . . .

‘If 1 have picked on this painting and powdering business, it is because I
know of no better symbol for the joy-riding spirit of the times. Don’t tell me
that any decent mother approves the use of cosmetics by her thirteen-year-old
daughter! Take away every other consideration involved, and the mere sight
of a baby face smeared all over with rouge is enough to make any normal
human being heartsick. . . .

‘Let them call me old-fashioned all they please. My thirteen-year-old daughter
is going to keep right on going to bed at half past eight; she is not going to be
permitted to paint and powder, sit with boys in darkened movie galleries,
smoke cigarettes, and attend hip-flask parties; at least, not until she is eighteen.’
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