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INTRODUCTION

The Transition Year Programme is set to become a permanent fixture in the

educational system. This study arose from my interest in the programme. I believe that

Transition Year provides an opportunity for teachers to create modules based on their own

disciplines and background, using the resources available within schools.

The Transition Year is, in essence, a Liberal Studies Programme. The focus is on the

needs and development of the individual pupil, in an environment that is free from exam

pressure. Transition Year seeks to equip students to meet the demands of society in the world

beyond the school. In carrying out the work described in this study, I sought to bear in mind

the overall aim and objectives of the Transition Year Programme.

In Chapter One I give an account of the changes in society which have led to a

renewal of the Irish Educational System. I look at key factors in society which have

influenced the decision to introduce a Transition Year on a national basis. This chapter charts

the phases that the Transition Year Programme has gone through and outlines its current

position. More specifically, I discuss the place of Art in the Transition Year Programme.

Chapter Two presents a profile of the co-educational school and the setting in which I

worked. In this chapter, I outline the school's approach to Transition Year and the approach

of the Art Department. In the course of devising a teaching module, I contacted Art

Departments in local schools and was surprised to discover that there is little interaction or

)

collaboration between Art teachers in the various schools.
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Chapter Three, the core chapter in my dissertation, gives an accout of the module I devised

for Transition Year Art. It gives the context in which my work took place. In describing the

context I refer to and discuss: My strengths as a craftsperson; The resources available to me

within the school; The methods and approaches I adopted.

An important issue that arose in the course ofmy work is that of assessment. In

Chapter Three, I discuss the importance of establishing assessment criteria and the benefits of

so doing for both teaching and learning.

Finally, I reflect on the module and my teaching of it. I also make a number of

recommendations for devising Transition Year Art Programmes.
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CHAPTER 1

SOME BACKGROUND ON TRANSITION EDUCATION

Transition Education Programmes have now entered their twenty-second

academic year. The first large-scale programme appeared in 1977 and since then

several others have been developed. In this short period of time Transition education

has assumed an important role in the education system serving many thousands of

pupils.

There have been many major changes in industrial societies which have

important implications for young people and, as a consequence, for education

practice in recent years. Education systems have generally been slow to adapt to

changing conditions. The changing conditions can be categorised as demographic,

technological, socio-psychological and economic in character (1).

Demographic Change

A study of population statistics has shown an increase in the number of young

people. In the 1981 Census of Population of Ireland people under the age of 25

accounted for almost half of the total population. In the same census people in the

15 to 24 year old age group accounted for 18% of the population by comparison with

twenty years earlier, when it accounted for only 14% (2). This increase created

pressure on accommodation in schools and caused financial problems for the

Government.

Technological Change

Within the
echnological

area, it is suggested that the change led to a decline

in traditional labour-intensive industries and agriculture. There was a shift from

manual to non-manual skills and a breakdown in the barriers between traditional job

titles, activities and skills.

1
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Socio-Psychological Change

The changes taking place in society in recent years mean that the

environment in which children are growing up has become more complex and less

supportive. People's values were changing, there was changes in the structure and

role of the family. It has been suggested that the mass media - T.V., radio, video,

newspapers, and magazines are to blame as they absorb amajor proportion of an

individual's time.

Economic Change

The particular form that education takes, the number of pupils who receive it,

the number and nature of the schools they attend and the length of time they stay

there are all things that are influenced by economic circumstances. The average

standard of living has risen in the last two decades, so has the rate of inflation, the

progressive increase in taxation and social security schemes in the welfare system.

The rate of unemployment over the last ten years has encouraged pupils to stay even

longer in the school system, giving them every opportunity to develop and raising the

importance of being properly qualified. Thus the economic compulsion to leave

school on the earliest date that the law permits has diminished.

For some time, schools have been experiencing the effects ofmany of these

changes which have been occurring outside them. They have to deal with problems

of discipline, disaffection and drug abuse. When encountering these problems in the

past, schools would have turned to a variety of persons and agencies outside to help.

However, now these very persons and agencies are themselves experiencing major

problems.
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History of Transition Year Education

A reponse to the many chages taking place in society was the idea of

Transition Education. The concept of Transition has developed with the period

between adolescence and adulthood in mind. During this time,

"many young people are approaching psychological maturity in terms of the

physical, intellectual and emotional development but are confined to a state

of sociological childhood in institutions in which they are dependent and lack

authority and responsibility" (3).

Transition Education is designed to ease the move from school to work and adult

life. Government policy objectives of the programme for action in education 1984-

1987 "..... seek to achieve a closer relationship between education and modern

society and between education and the world ofwork"(4).

The development of the Transition Year Programme occurred in three main

phases. The first phase of development began with the introduction of the Transition

Year Programme by the then Minister of Education, Richard Burke T.D., in 1973. It

was designed" to stop the academic treadmill and release the pupil from

competitive education pressures for one year" (5).

In the Rules and Programme for Secondary Schools in 1976/77, it was described as

being in the pilot stage and was launched in three schools with a total os sixty-six

pupils participating.

In 1977/78 a total of sixteen schools opted to participate in this scheme.

These schools had to apply to the Department of Education in order to seek approval

and acceptance. An Evaluation Report was commissioned by the Department of

Education to assess the effectiveness of the Transition Year courses. This report,
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which is not yet available, is the only external formal evaluation of the Transition

Year Programme to date.

A collective enthusiasm for the Transition Year waned as a consequence of

the lack of communication with schools and the Department. This led to the

diminuition in the schools' willingness to take on the Transition Year Programme.

For the next two years participation rates dropped significantly - 281 and 174

respectively. In 1981 the number increased again to 540, slightly higher than the

1977 figure. Approval was not granted to any new schools to introduce the

programme and in 1983 the small financial aid given to schools was withdrawn,

leading to a further decrease in participation (See table 1.1). This may be explained

by the tight budgetary constraints and scarce resources available during the early part

of the 1980's, as outlined in the National Economic Plan "The Wav Forward"

1983/87.

Phase two of the Programme happened in 1984. The majority of schools

were offering a five year senior cycle. These schools were experiencing falling

numbers of pupils, due to a falling birth rate and to the fact that parents were opting

to place children into a six year cycle post-primary school where possible. Ms.

Gemma Hussey T.D., the Minister for Education listed Transition Year, Vocational

Preparation and Training Programme and Repeat Leaving Certificate courses as

options for schools wishing to offer a six year post-primary cycle.

The 1984 development was innovative and different to the previous

manifestations in numerous ways:

1. Government monitoring of programme.

2. Departmental Mentor system - provision of guidelines.

G
2 Standardisation and attempts at nationwide uniformity of programmes.
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It was envisaged that a six year cycle would help to ease the problems with entering

Third Level at too young an age and would bring the Irish Education System more in

line with the rest of Europe. Schools, particularly those in a five year cycle, were

keen to be accepted for Transition Year by the Department of Education in order to

retain pupils. Although proposed in 1984, schools could not provide Transition Year

until 1986/87. The Programme was extended to 73 schools with 2,918 pupils

participating in 1986.

The Curriculum and Examinations Board (C.E.B.) produced: "Planning,

Introducing and Developing Transition Year Programmes - Guidelines for Schools in

1986". This document gave details of the Department's aims and aspirations for

Transition Year as well as information on a practical approach for teachers. As in

Phase 1, support for the Programme did not continue. A short time after these

guidelines were issued, the Government reversed the decision that all pupils would

have access to six years of Second Level Education. A further five years were to

elapse before Ms. Mary O'Rourke T.D., would relaunch it again (6). Although the

number of participants decreased over the next two years, this did not herald the

demise of the Transition Year Programme. Access was still granted and schools

already offering it continued doing so. Detailed application forms had to be

completed and returned to the Department of Education. Controlled access allowed

for a small expansion, but the next major expansion did not occur until the third

Phase of the evolution of the Programme in 1994. In September 1989, 111 schools

were offering Transition Year Programmes and 5,594 pupils were participating. The

number gradually increased to 162 schools, 8,193 pupils in 1992.

Phase 3 of the development stemmed from a return to the commitment to

provide for six years of post-primary schooling, as stated in the Government's

Programme for Economic and Social Progress 1991. Once again pupils were to have

the option of a three year senior cycle and the Leaving Certificate was to be of two
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years duration. The Department of Education stated that no more than 40% of the

week was to be given to mainstream Leaving Certificate studies and that the year

was to be free from mainstream examination pressures.

In 1994/95, guidelines were sufficiently flexible to allow schools to plan the

Programme most suitable for the participating pupils.

In September 1994, 460 schools offered the Transition Year Programme and

21,173 pupils were participating. The Department of Education has shown its

support for the Programme by organising a nationwide programme of In-Career

Development for teachers during 1994 and also by providing a special grant to

schools of £50 per annum for each pupil on an approved Transition Year Programme

in 1994/95, and 1995/96. Initially this grant was to be used for allocation for part-

time teaching hours to free teachers for co-ordination work. However, the

Department later agreed to a greater degree of flexibility in the use of the grant

which may be used for any expenses relating exclusively to the Transition Year

Programme. Table 1.1 shows the number of pupils participating in Transition Year

Programmes from 1974-1994.

The Department of Education, Transition Year Programmes - Guidelines

1994/95, states that the overall mission of the Transition Year is:

nN to promote the personal, social, educational and vocational development
of pupils, and to prepare them for their role as autonomous, participative and
responsible members of society" (7).

The overall aims of the Transition Year Programmes are:

Woke Education for maturity with the emphasis on personal development including

social awareness and increased social competence.





Table 1.1 Numbers of Students participating in Transition Year Programmes
Source: Department of Education Statistical Reports 1974 -1992 and Department of Education

Secondary Vocational Comununity Comprehensive Total Total Total
Girls Boys

1974 66

1975 249

1976 269 17 62 170 306 312 'S18

1977 240 30 198 245 223 468
_

1978 5
4 67 105 4 119 162 2817

1979 109 38 27 19 YSa 174

1980 290 76 174 309 231 540

1981 249 210 4] 129 37 250 2969

1982 291 66 45 143 372 173 545

1983 244 55 49 155 3]9 184 503

1984 197 75 147 258 167 4256

1985 244 75 159 266 218 4846

1986 2183 409 88 238 2047 871 2918

1987 2125 391 270 1804 $92 2768

1988 2176 230 267 2013 660 2673

1989 327 281 3192 2372 58644956

1990 5451 344 310 3456 2649 6105

1991 7070 647 333 351 3699 80504

1992 7131 743 319 4364 3829 8193

1993 7377 755 367 4454 4045 8499

1994 15163 3871 2139 11536 9637 21173
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* The promotion of general, technical and academic skills with the emphasis

on inter-disciplinary and self-directed learning.

Education through experience of adult and working life as a basis for*

personal development and maturity." (8).

Table 1.2 Aims of Transition Year.

A Place for Art in Transition Year

"Curriculum content is a matter for selection and adaptation by the individual
school having regard to these guidelines the requirements of pupils and the
views of parents. In establishing its Curriculum, the school should also take
into consideration the possibilities offered by employers and other work
providing agencies and the wider interests of the local community." (9).

It must be remembered that each school plans its own Transition Year

Curriculum based on its staff and resources. There is no specific instruction issued

from the Department of Education regarding the role ofArt within schools. Art is

suggested under the headings "Aesthetics Education and Practical Studies".

"The aim is to develop an awareness and appreciation of visual art....." (10).

"A wide variety of activities could be considered as the following suggestions
* furniture making and restoration; interior design and furnishings.

* various crafts such as model making, jewellery making, pottery.
* photography and video production.

* textile crafts such as soft toys, wea' ing. fabric printing, etc." (11).
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Table 1.2 Aims of Transition Year

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT EXPERIENCE OF ADULT
WORKING LIFE

SOCIAL AWARENESS SELF DIRECTED
LEARNING

AIMS

REFLECTIVE - YOUNG ADULT MATURITY

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY PERMEATE THE WHOLE
SCHOOL
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CHAPTER 2

STUDY OF ART IN THE TRANSITION YEAR IN A

SOUTH DUBLIN OMMUNITY COLLEGECc

The School Profile

The main task ofmy sample school, a community school located in South

West Dublin, 1s to meet the second level educational needs of the local community.

The school values its distinctive features as a second level school which is co-

educational, non-selective and multi-denominational, catering for pupils from

different backgrounds and varying abilities, the College seeks respect for such

differences as a central value. The College also values the developmental process of

human growth through which young people are progressing.

The school has 962 pupils of age 11-18 years, 68 teachers and 21 ancillary

staff. The Senior Management Team consists of the Principal, Vice-Principal, and

six Year Heads. They are supported by the Board ofManagement and County

Dublin Vocational Education Committee.

Classes are organised in the College on a mixed ability basis. From Ist Year,

the base classes are mixed to take account of:

(a) the spread of ability as ascertained by the assessment test;

(b) a balance of boys and girls;

(c) the primary school of origin;

(d) the addresses of pupils;

(e) additional information, educational and family background.

12
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The College recognises that teaching a mixed ability class places more demands on

the teaching skills of teachers, it requires more resourcefulness and better

preparation.

While mixed ability teaching makes its own demands, the general benefit is a

better teaching environment, the absence of ghettoised classes and pupils, a greater

level of co-operation and positiveness between pupils and school. The end result is

more satisfying and worthwhile.

In my sample school the Transition Year Programme is entering its tenth

year. The year is subject based with English, Mathematics and Irish plus four option

subjects, and enhanced P.E. programme and R.E. programme on world religions.

Health Education, Work Experience, and Career Guidance are key areas. The pupils

rotate between Social and Media Studies, Mini-Company, Consumer Education,

Gender Studies, European Studies and Computer Studies. Some key features of

Transition Year are - Contract of Learning, Work Experience and subject based

classes (with assignments and significant learning days). Figure 2 shows a

breakdown of the Calender for the current year's Transition Year pupils. There are

89 boys and 61 girls participating.

The Study of Art, Craft and Design in the Transition Year

The Art Department is located at a prime position at the main entrance in the

school. There are two full-time Art teachers and one part-time Art teacher. For the

Principal, Art plays a valuable role in promoting a particular ambiance within the

school. Murals decorating the walls, corridors lined with examples of pupils' work,

are seen to engender an atmosphere of learning and purpose and ig an inspiration to

staff and pupils alike. Plate 1 and 2. The Principal has appointed a teacher to a post

of special responsibility for Art.
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PLATE 1. Example of 6th Year work displayed on corridor (scale - A1).
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PLATE 2. Displayed pupils' work (scale Al x 8).
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Art has always been an option in Transition Year. Usually two classes form

with around 24 pupils in each class. The groupings are ofmixed ability with

extremities of pupils who obtained high honours in their Junior Certificate Art

examination, and pupils who never had an opportunity to take Art as a subject in the

past.

The whole system of Transition Year in my sample school is under review at

the moment. It has its own special committee which is trying to formulate a

Programme which would be different to other school years in so far as possible. It

aims to explore new educational opportunities which the pupils would not have

experienced in their previous or future years within the school, while still keeping

within the Government guidelines.

It has proposed a modular system in Art. From my observations, the Art

teachers are not too happy about this. They feel that they have worked hard at

establishing Art as a serious subject and they feel that the Art room may become a

dumping ground. The Art teachers have certain standards and aim at all times to

achieve them. They feel that if every pupil does Art next year in Transition Year,

there will be a huge strain on resources and no solid work can be done in such a short

module by all pupils.

One of the most influential models for teaching Art and Design is laid out

below provided by Maurice Barrett. He divides the model into three essential parts

of any visual enquiry:

"1. The personal or conceptual element creates curiosity and interest in children,

places the work within a meaningful context for them and generates feelings,

responses to the idea, and problems presented by the theme.

2. The technical element is concerned with the organisation and use ofmaterials

and processes with the development of skills appropriate to the problem.
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3, The visual element embraces perception and understanding of those visual

elements that reveal the appearance of the world: colour; tone; surface; line;

space; movement; etc. It also includes understanding of the different forms

of visual response appropriate to the theme or problem" (1).

The overall aim is to provide pupils with looking, thinking, and making

skills. If this new system is implemented next year, the structuring and use of time

will be a very important element for the teacher of Art, even allowing for the fact

that pupils do work at very different speeds. Other teachers from different subject

areas feel that anyone can do Art, so why not give the pupils a chance. The result of

what is going to happen next year is unclear at this stage.

Included are two course outlines for 1992 and 1994, written by the Art

teachers within my sample school. Appendix A and B. They are clearly within the

guidelines from the Department offering pupils exciting and experimental ways of

working within the Art, Craft and Design field.

A Look at Art in Transition Year in Local Schools

Over the last two decades, West Dublin has become one of the largest

populace centres in Ireland. An expansive infrastructure is a direct consequence of

this occurence. Geographically the region is quite disjointed, population size

denying regular interaction between peer groupings and education centres. Looking

at the Art programme within my sample school, an interest arose to find out how

other schools in the local area were approaching the Transition Year, thus

determining further the status ofArt in the local community,

A questionnaire was the most direct format of compiling information and

guaranteeing almost immediate responses with time spent being an important
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consideration. Prior to posting out a questionnaire on Art in Transition Year,

contact was made with the Art teachers concerned requesting that they would kindly

respond. Isolation seemed to be the pre-dominant mood among the subject group.

Further interaction and information was requested after compilation of facts.

Inservices were organised approximately five times in the 1993/94 academic

school year for the South and West County Dublin schools. They concentrated

solely on the Junior Certificate exam and the difficulties presented to the Art

teachers in the introduction of new skills required by the exam. Because Transition

Year is only presently being introduced into most schools now, the Art teachers have

only the Government guidelines to adhere to. There is a definite need for more

communication between Art teachers and local schools.

Below is a general summation of information gathered from questionnaires

sent and returned. Appendix C.

GENERAL QUESTIONS

Ql. How many years has Transition Year been in your School?

A. Longevity of course existence ranges from one to three years.

Q2. How many Transition Year students are taken on each year, on

average?

A. Initial year in existence one class group of 24 pupils, doubling and

tripling to a maximum of 75 pupils in year three.





Q4.

Q7.

QB.

Q9.

19

Have they been selected/interviewed for the Transition Year

Programme?

Interviews occur in different formats, some more officioy than

Q3

A

others.

Is Art in Transition Year compulsory? Yes/No.

If Yes, do students take part in Art for the whole year or just a block?

IfNo, what options is Art set against on the timetable?

(a) The majority of pupils in Transition Year take Art as a subject.

(b) Pre-dominantly modular.

A

(c) Art is set against Science in some cases.

Is Art a popular option in your School?Q5

Collectively yes.A

Is it necessary for the Transition Year student to have done Art

before?

Q6

Collectively no.A

Have you the power to restrict the number of students in each class?

Union restrictions are adhered to.A

Have you got good facilities/resources?

All schools have excellent resources.A

Do students have to buy their own equipment?

Limited purchases appear to be the norm.A





Q10.
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In your experience what methods ofmotivation do you find to be the

most successful?

The method ofmotivation appears to be based on a topic of universalA

appeal to all pupils disregarding their past experiences or lack of. A
f

craft tends to be the option regularly chosen.

ART PROGRAMME QUESTIONS

Ql.

Q4.

Could you outline briefly the breakdown of the year?

Modular and skilled based activities determine the segmentation ofA

the academic year.

Do you specialise in any area, for example a craft, photography or

portfolio preparation?

Specialisation within the Art room is determined by the teacher's

O2

A

original discipline field, ie, fashion design, batik, photography.

Is the Artwork based on single or multiple themes, please give

examples.

03

Multiple themes, ie, wildlife, sport.A

Do you ask them to keep a personal notebook/diary on a particular

theme?

No personal notebook/diary kept by students.A





Q7.

Q8.

Q9.

Qll.

21

Is there an Art/Craft based Mini-Company regularly organised in your

school?

(a) The tendency is to disinvolve the Art department as the base for

such activities.

5Q

A

(b) Past experiences has brought forward the response given in (a).

Have you had to adapt your scheme over the years? Yes/No.06

General congensus is yes, they have to adapt their schemes ofwork.A

Do you find the amount of time students are out a disruption to your

module or has it worked out well within your timetable?

Good timetable management appears to be the solution to disruptionsA

within the academic year.

Do you have certain deadlines for work asignments to be completed?

Deadlines are stressed.A

Is their work displayed/exhibited or for sale?

All work is exhibited.A

What proceures do you use to assess Transition Year work?

Differing riteriag,applied by all teachers concerned ranging from

O10

summative, continual and individual assessment throughout the year.

What are the positive aspects of Transition Year for Art Education?

No exam syllabi to adhere to, releasing students to acquire new skills,A

experiment and indulge in areas within the field ofArt.
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Are there any negative aspects of Transition Year for Art Education?O12

Problems and reservations arise as Transition Year course matures in

years within schools. Classes in the initial year experience no

difficulties. Mixed abilities due to Art being a general option has

lowered standards and pressurised staff to accommodate students.

Modular system deemed too short in some instances to cover

successfully project tasks. The Transition Year guidelines concerning

"Aesthetics Education and Practical Studies" (2) are diluted within

A

this allocated timeframe.

The sample school is unique and peculiar to the Transition Year programme
» 2

for numerous reasons - reasons proven to be beneficial and equally not in an

educational sense. The programme is presently in its tenth year, a pioneer in relation

to its neighbours both locally and nationally. The lapse of time has provided the

vital indicators. The South West Dublin area comprises. ofschools proposing to

introduce the programme this academic year to centres entering their second and

third year. The sample school in this study subscribes to a method of blanket

application with all students completing 3rd Year being automatic candidates. The

lack of a selective process, presently 'employed by other centres locally, creates

problems logistically and educationally. The programme is perceived by some staff

members as a selfish consumer of teacher energy and school resources, providing

poor tangible dividends. For those who participate willingly and enthusiastically, the

programme provides excellent opportunities to introduce a teacher's own degree of

f

specialisation to a chosen subject.

The long awaited evaluation report of the governmental inspectorate only

recently published, was derived from a one-day visit to a selected number of schools.

The pre-empted occasions giving opportunity for 'specimen' displays of general
woe-
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trey

Buy
activities concealed the underlying difficulties. The shallow surface evaluation Athens (

resulted in distorted reports containing disappointed revelations, ~ pod ?

"The most widespread criticism was the failure ofmany schools in the

planning and carrying through of projects, to establish strong cross-curricular
and interdisciplinary linkages." (3)

Each centre is responsible for its own assessment criteria and application.

Certification is particular to each school. However, the area of evaluation is

contestable and indicates it requires "specific attention." (4)

The questionnaire, while limited to the schools in an immediate vicinity,

proved a worthwhile exercise to gain valuable insight into grassroot reactions.

Regular interaction between Transition Year Art teachers would prove to be

mutually beneficial to all involved.
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CHAPTER 3

CREATING A MODULE OF WORK FOR TRANSITION YEAR

"My Strencths" and Resources

In recent years, there has been a significant increase in the number of Art and

Design students entering teaching as well as qualified designers, particularly within

the fields of graphic design, fashion, textiles, and ceramics.

The degree of specialisation existing in an Art department will depend on its

facilities and the background training of the teachers. It may range over such

disciplines as painting, graphic design, textiles, sculpture or metalwork. It seems

quite obvious from the questionnaires sent out to local schools that the Transition

Year pupils are benefitting from specialised Art teachers. The increasing

technological skills and materials available to pupils in secondary schools have

created a demand for teachers whose role may be an adviser in a particular field but,

as an educator, value lies in the promotion of the pupil's deeper understanding of the

concepts related to the area.

Having come from a design-based faculty, a design orientated module was the

developing aim with this year's Transition Year pupils. Before implementing the

module, research was required to source the availability of space and resources, the

time allocated to Art classes, the class size and the background in Art of pupils in my

Transition Year class, all these factors had to be considered in the initial planning

stages. Table 3.1 Creating a Module ofWork.

In South County Dublin, the Local Education Authorities have grants

available in the setting up ofArt departments within new schools. My sample school

availed of this thirteen years ago. Among other things, they installed kilns, wheels

and pottery equipment. The opportunities were limited at first by the shortage of

teachers trained in this craft. The value of clay in an Art department is enormous. It

25
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Table 3.1 Creating a Module ofWork

"MY STRENGTHS" AND CONTENT
RESOURCES

Art Room - Materials Media
School - Resources Subject Matter
Community - Crafts, People, Pupil Input
Involvement Levels of Ability
Finance Improving Standards

Incentive

AIM METHOD

Suitable time limitAwareness and Appreciation
Development of Self- Lesson plans
expression Theme based
Observational/Research Interaction between pupils/
Develop technical skills teacher
Building on vocabulary Confidence building

Deadlines
Exhibition/Display

SUPPORT STUDIES EVALUATION

Significant Learning Day Identify strengths/weaknesses
Irish Craft workers Effectiveness
History of Art/Design Teacher/pupil assessment
Develop career options Statement of Attainment

Record achievements

CROSS CURRICULAR

Promote interdepartmental
liaison
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is a sympathetic and malleable material which gives pupils the chance to produce

immediate results.

All equipment and tools were available, clay and glazes being the only

requisite sought. The Art department§ budget accommodated this expenditure.

Limitations of scale and mass were considered because of time being a factor.

Content

The framework for the module had to be clearly planned and kept within the

government guidelines. Development of pupils' visual literacy through Art, using

tools and materials through craft, planning and problem solving through design. This

education will encourage in pupils

"an informed, inquiring and curious attitude about the world, how we
perceive it and how it can be assimilated visually" (1).

The aim is to give the pupils the chance to enjoy the tactile aspects of clay

and to explore its various qualities. Imparting the knowledge that the process is

often more exciting than a finished product.

Regardless ofmy field of specialisation, the sole concern is with the pupils

and their education. Considerations must be made when formulating a module

concerning pupils' development, physically and emotionally and their conceptual

growth and the way in which they learn. To this understanding I will bring my

insight and understanding of processes, materials, listen to the pupils, their ideas or

concepts they generate, in order that they may build their own education through Art.

A thematic approach has the advantage of providing a wide range of starting

points for pupils of varying degrees of confidence and ability particularly where they
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are able to contribute to the project through class evaluations in the initial stages. As

part of the process ofworking out the content personal concern with the pupils' range

of general abilities as already mentioned in Chapter 2. All should understand the

language of shape, texture, colour and line and then build on these. Without the

pressure of an examination, they can on one hand enjoy the discipline of a traditional

skill and on the other the opportunity to invent form which is only limited by the

properties of the material itself.

The need for skills in creating is crucial. The development of skills to

express oneself artistically, be that the development of observational skills through SP cine,
drawing, painting and model making skills or the higher level skills of perception
and design, leading to the ability to receive and appreciate Art, an aesthetic
experience. Ad porkra

"Without the necessary skills expression is doomed to be stifled because of / op a
the lack of discipline necessary for its realisation." (2) / Shay a .

é dng

{ tel en f

A curriculum in Art needs sufficient continuity so that skills can be

developed, refined and remembered becoming part of the pupil's expressive qualities.

A problem specifically with Transition Year is the time intervals between classes.

Long periods between project work increases the difficulty of developing and

refining the insights and skills gained.

When dealing with the range of abilities, the term 'standards' may only refer

to levels of attainment in skill. As for the establishment of standards as a necessary

condition to the pupil's commitment, Constant encouragement will lend itself to a

personal sense of achievement. That is a success in the pupil's own terms. It may

initially be the ability to handle a particular material or to create an image which is

positive and satisfying. It may be the accomplishment of a simple technical

procedure - the skills involved in such procedures as joining clay or the application

of glaze. The confidence gained will enable them to enjoy the activitiy. An added
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incentive was to let them know in the school that there will be a prize for the best

overall design. With an atmosphere of encouragement, the pupil will

"use his deeply rooted creative impulse without inhibition, confident in his
own kind of expression." (3)

For the Significant Learning Day allocated for Art pupils in December, a
planned intended visit to a successful ceramic artist workshop oceurted. The pupils
witnessed the mechanics of the process of a small craft business in operation, the
craftsman explaining and displaying each stage, revealing to the pupils a practical
business application of the material. Plates 3, 4, and 5. A prepared worksheet was to
be completed by students at home. Appendix D.
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PLATE 4. Significant Learning Day.
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Aims are about the broad and 'visionary' ideals of the content. To produce a

collaborative wall mural derived from source drawings of natural objects, adhering

to the intention of the module.

For the Teacher

To foster mixed ability group work.

To offer significant scope for personal development

To allow for the development of a broader perspective on learning.

To encourage the development of skills and include hands on practical to the

maximum extent possible.

To allow the pupils to be exposed to new learning strategies.

To encourage the development of personal responsibility for behaviour and

learning.

* To develop a sense of personal awareness, awareness of others and of

community.

To be interesting and to stretch the pupils' minds.

For the Pupils
* To enable pupils to become visually literate, to use and understand Art asa

form of visual and facile communication.

To enable pupils to take responsibility for devising and managing their own

learning.

* To develop particular creative and technical skills involved in the use and

manipulation of clay.

To enable pupils to have informed judgements about Art.

To develop pupils' design capability.

Aim

ae

*

Ey

a
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To develop pupils' ability to articulate and communicate ideas, opinions and

feelings about their work and that of others.

To develop pupils' ability to value the contribution made by artists,

craftsworkers, and designers and to respond thoughtfully, critically and

imaginatively to ideas, images and object ofmany kinds and from many

cultures.

Objectives

These form the basis for assessment. Objectives are more specific and

should include a balance of knowledge, skills, concepts and attitudes.

Pupils should

select and record images and ideas from first hand observation.

experiment with different qualities of line and tone in making images.

develop a personal approach to the identification of sources and how ideas

are recorded and developed.

experiment with ideas suggested by source materials and explain how they

have used them to develop their work.

apply their knowledge and experience ofdifferent materials, tools and

techniques using them experimentally and expressively.

experiment with pattern and texture in designing and extend their insight to

the technical and aesthetic aspects of their clay work.

use a specialist vocabulary to describe their work and where it developed

as

from.
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in preparation for the craft activity. Plates 6 and 8. By doing so, they become

familiar with the appearance, content and structure of the form they wish to recreate.

With this sufficient knowledge about its appearance, pupils are able to focus upon

the new and technical problems involved in the process ofmaking. The designs are

visual elements such as the surface, pattern and colour qualities in natural forms,

utilising the qualities of line, shape and form. Plate 9.

The most important system any teacher can use is that of generating enquiry

through talk, whether through describing, questioning or discussion. At this point,
the teacher's own visual aids are most beneficial. Plate 7. The use of questioning in

association with looking is one of the most important and basic methods of teaching
available. For example, demonstrations which are given at the beginning of class

show through teacher instruction and student observation what steps are involved in

the particular task. Pupils see through talk as they do through direct observation and

especially in a society where they spend a great deal of time scanning or viewing pte
television/computers.

When doing observation, drawing notes can be taken, collecting information,

ie, writing down words which describe the object to be drawn, comparing orally two

or three similar objects or experimenting with materials to discover a range of tone,
surface or pattern. These types of observations and experiments enhance pupils'

ability to perceive something helping them in their drawing and making.

The role of the teacher in such a situation is often marked differently from

that where traditional forms of learning are followed. Often being a member of a

team, acting alternately as leader, adviser, assistant and confidant. Perhaps to be

for my judgement and skill. This role is in contrast to the traditional one of teacher

as authority and director. The approach is one in which the pupil is the central

element and encountering new information, ideas and materials they may gain the

insight and confidence which will motivate him/her to further enquiry.

treated as a partner in their enterprise but at the same time they demonstrate a respect ben,Ce
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PLATE 10. Support studies - AdolfDietrich - still life.
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PLATE 14. Rooms around the school.
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What is Assessment? b

The whole area of assessment in Art seems to have been avoided, Art

educators have not used tests to any great degree. There is a lack of definite research

findings to help in a criteria for evaluation. Evaluation

"is especially difficult in Art because the nature of the field does not lend

itself to the neat categories that are more easily applied to other fields." (4)

With information formulated and results gathered from the questionnaire, it is

my belief that marks tendered through assessment lack standardisation, structure and

practical application. An emotive and intuitive response by teachers to work done

can have a detrimental effect or an undervalued reaction. An ambigious marking

system has duly formed to justify art as a subject to acquire parental cong¢ensus.
Sen

The word 'assessment' is from the Latin "assidere", to sit beside. Sitting

beside pupils suggests a close relationship and a sharing of experience. It is ironic,

therefore, to find that educational assessment is associated with an obsession with

the measurement of performances leading to schools and teachers sorting out pupils

for occupations of different status and remuneration in a hierarchically ordered

society.

Assessment should directly relate to pupils' learning and progression. In

education it can be justified by the need to evaluate the effectiveness of teaching, to

provide incentive and feedback information to pupils to certificate performance, to

obtain the data for accountability and to ensure the maintenance of educational

standards.
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"Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning process. It
should be diagnostic, so as to provide accurate information with regard to

pupil strengths and weaknesses, and formative, so as to facilitate improved
pupil performance through effective programme planning and
implementation." (5)

Bu &
Teacher assessment can: bane A Relat Cy,

help identify the strengths, weaknesses and progress of each pupil.

enable teachers to evaluate the general effectiveness of their methods of
Coach
delivery and plan and modify future programmes ofwork.

formally record a pupil's achievements.

facilitate communication between pupils, teachers, and parents.

Formative or ongoing assessments are made once the educational programme

is under way. They may be formal, as in half-term tests or informal as when a

teacher walks around her class checking that a new process is understood and

correctly applied. Such tests are formative and will shape the next step in the

programme whether for individuals or a group. This represents the teachers

interpretations made in the context of everyday classroom activity. Observation has

the advantage of allowing behaviour to occur naturally, rather than a highly

structured situation such as a formal test. It can be applied to academic skills, pupils'

interest and attitude. Plate 15. It forms the basis of comments on record cards,

reports and the school's general impression of its pupils.

Summative testing is literally a summing up of performance at the end of a

significant period of school life.

Other terms frequently encountered in assessment are "evaluation", "testing",

and "grading" but they have quite distinctive meanings:
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"Evaluation can be conceived of as a process through which value judgements are

made about educationally relevant phenomena.

Testing is one procedure used to obtain data for purposes of forming descriptions or

judgements about one or more human behaviours.

Grading is a process of assigning a symbol dtanding for some judgement of quality

relative to some criterion." (6)

Evaluation refers to the processes by which the worth of something is judged.

In assessment terms it is usually applied to the attempts to find out how effectively a

teaching programme has achieved its objectives. Evaluation and testing are not the

same. The typical testing situation puts pupils in an artificial situation, providing

information on how pupils perform, giving no indication on how they behave outside

test situations. Much of the criticism of assessment is aimed at 'the grading system'.

A single grade A, B, C, or D is used to encompass or reduce the total range of a

pupils' efforts. What grades do not do is tell all that is known about the pupil's

performance or abilities and valuable information is lost.

There is no shared understanding of grading systems and no history of

moderating the effect to achieve a sensitive, comprehensive, positive and valid

assessment is in itself a tall order.

The Role and Value of Assessment

What is the point of assessment? The main purposes of assessment is to

provide information to help people make decisions. Pupils need to know what

progress they are making and what their strengths, weaknesses or special abilities

are. This information helps them to decide on where to concentrate their efforts,

perhaps revising for examinations or considering possible careers. This information

identifying matters for concern is called diagnostic.
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Teachers must make diagnostic decisions, to identify pupils' learning

problems and attainments and then plan their lessons appropriately. Additionally,

there is a need to pass information about pupils on to their next teacher so that the

pupil's progress can be maintained.

Methods of assessment in the arts need to be appropriate to the styles and

methods of teaching and learning in the Art class. In art lessons, pupils and teachers

work in collaboration, often in an open ended and unpredictable way. The pupil's

autonomy is encouraged and developed. Analytical thinking and self-evaluation are

promoted through discussion of their own and others' work. This collaborative

relationship must be extended into assessment. It is important that the criteria for

their success is clear. Pupils and teachers should negotiate agreement on these,

particularly where there is room for a variety of responses. This negotiation can

affect the planning and development of the course content and the teacher's

strategies. In this way, teaching and learning can be enhanced by assessment and not

hindered.

Assessment procedures need to respond to individual requirements not be

imposed from outside. Assessment at its best is straightforward, simple, positive, on-

going and most importantly a partnership between teachers and pupils.

ProblemsWith Assessment

Many teachers are concerned that assessment can be very time consuming,

get in the way of learning, make pupils feel that they are failing and involve a lot of

writing. They conjure up visions of endless cross-referenced checklists, forms,

profiles and records of achievements all stored away in filing cabinets. It is
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important that it is kept in perspective and perceived as an integral part of the whole

process of teaching and learning.

A strong opposer of any form of testing was John Hoit (1970), who says:

"I do not think that testing is necessary, or useful, or even excusable. At best,
testing does more harm than good: at worst, it hinders, distorts and corrupts
the learning process our chief concern should not be to improve testing,
but to eliminate it. How can we expect to measure the content of someone
else's mind when it is so difficult, so nearly impossible, to know more than a

very small part of the contents of our own?" (7)

With the widespread use of computerised records, human beings fear they are

reduced to numbers by testing and records, resulting in the reduction of human

freedom. Much attention is paid by the education system to only a small portion of

the abilities of children/pupils, usually their quantitative and verbal skill. Important

qualities and features differentiating one pupil from another are obliterated by

grades. Several pupils who have all got the same grade may have tackled quite

difterent problems in quite different ways.

The idea of pupils working for a grade has been developed quite early ina

pupil's school career. The grade tends to motivate the pupil, neither the joys of

inquiry or the finished peice gain this satisfaction. Living in a competitive society,

rewards are given to those who 'come in first'. Society considers the assignment of

grades to be appropriate, it 1s simply one of the reward systems that pupils will be

dealing with throughout their lives.

Some subjects are less amenable to testing than others, indeed some may be

destroyed by it.

thn
"The problem of testing creative thinking and self-expression is considerably
more difficult than testing for achievement in Mathematics or Spelling." (8)
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The unfortunate consequence of this could be that we assess only what is easy to

assess and thus increase its importance.

Objectives in teaching Art are difficult to pin down. What the pupil produces

and what he/she learns are not always forseen. Pupils could happen upon something

accidentally that should be explored further. These unplanned shifts are when

teaching becomes most artistic, recognising that something valuable can be taught.

Eisner's expressive objective describes an encounter the pupil is to have and

hopefully positive consequences will follow.

"In the creation ofArt forms, there is no single correct answer. To allow for
this type ofbehaviour, indeed to encourage it, I have invented the concept,
expressive objective to complement, not to replace the concept, instructional
objective." (9)

Objectives alone will not provide evidence that the pupil has progressed. An

important method for judging achievement is to compare a pupil's products with

those of his/her classmates. It is illogical on the other hand to conclude that a

particular pupil ought to perform in a certain way simply because most people of his

age do. Sadly, assigning grades and evaluating progress on the basis of group

comparisons is another flaw in society. Pupils, parents and teachers desire to be

'above average'. Within a mixed ability class in Transition Year, how is it possible to

compare a new Art pupil's work to that of experienced pupils? Plates 16, 17, and 18.

Using an individual comparative base ts the logical answer, it also serves to

improve instruction. It provides opportunities for diagnosing strengths and

weaknesses in Art performance. Having samples of pupils' work helps in the

planning of Art modules and helps the pupil to recognise his own progress. It could
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PLATE 18. Tiles ready for glaze firing.
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present dramatic evidence of change for pupils who underestimate their own

progress.

wwe
"The pupil needs to recognise his own progress in Art as well as to
recognise the achievement of others. This recognition is more likely to take
place when he is encouraged to measure his own achievement in terms of his
own growth rather than by limiting his comparison to the work of others."
(10)

Developing pupil autonomy is an important function of Arts teaching. It is

important that the pupil's judgements about their own work are taken into account.

There is no purpose in marking work without discussion or explanation, for to have

real value, assessment should act as a guide to further progress. Work merely

marked with a simple grade represents a valuable opportunity missed, and can give

rise to resentment.

The topic of assessing ability presents something of a dilemma. Pupils have

different capacities, Sr William Alexander spelt out the practical consequences.

"Each child has his own standard, determined by his capacity. The task of
the school is to educate each of its pupils in such a way that attainment is
matched to capacity." (11)

Pupil self-assessment
provethat

they know better than their teachers about

certain aspects of learning, how hard they have tried, what they were attempting to

do and how successful their efforts were in achieving their personal goals. Self

assessment supplies information from the perspective of the learner. Assessment
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"should not determine what is to be taught and learned. It should be the
servant, not the master, of the curriculum. Yet it should not simply be a bolt-
on addition at the end. Rather, it should be an integral part of the educational
process, continually providing both 'feedback' and 'feed-forward'. It therefore
needs to be incorporated systematically into teaching strategies and practices
at all levels." (12)

Assessment Criteria

How Pupil Learning is to be Assessed

Setting out to assess Transition Year Art into a manageable framework aims

the intention behind appraising pupils' growth in Art, Craft and Design. Determining

whether pupils are learning and progressing as expected. To identity pupils'

strengths and weaknesses, so that positive achievement can be recognised and

learning difficulties supported.

As implied earlier, assessment procedures are the servant of the teacher, not

the master. Assessment will contain formative and summative information.

Ongoing records of research work, progress made and developing skills, attitude and

behaviour will guide the planning of further work and, gathered together, will form a

basis for a final summative evaluation at the completed stage, recorded and

presented in a standardised format. Evidence generated through observational

drawing, design work, discussion, Significant Learning Day, worksheets,

storyboards, and the use of technical skills and tools in their final piece. Plates 19

and 20.

A third kind of assessment is taken into consideration on the summative

report, that is the pupils' judgements about their work and performance.

Encouraging students to reflect on the achievements of the project and use this as a

basis for further skills development. This 'Statement of Attainment' filled out by the

teacher but guided by the pupil uses both active and reflective terms to describe their
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progression. Appendix H. The pupil needs to develop a vocabulary to express the

what, how and why of their work. This will develop awareness, giving simple

reasons or making links between why they created like that. They should be using

and encouraged to use their knowledge, skills and understanding to explain and

justify the way they worked. This form of questionning gives a very direct and

immediate form of feedback. The questions themselves have short sentence

answers, sampling the pupils' learning for themselves. Speech allows for instant

feedback but the written words are more appropriate for recording purposes later. It

is important that communication is clear and unambiguous, so that reports are fair to

all pupils. This ensures a wider coverage of pupil performance considering baseline

data, taken from the viewpoint of the pupil.

The summative report of assessment sheet sums up the pupils' overall

performance at the end of the module. Advantages are that it enables the teacher to

see how far the objectives have been been achieved and to use the pupils' comments

diagnostically as a basis to help learners improve their future performances.

Appendix I.

To generate evidence capability is assessed through:

STAGE ONE

Documentation ~ observational drawing skills, design process, proposed solution,

presentation of drawings and worksheets.

STAGE TWO

Technical - use of tools, knowledge of vocabulary, material and process skills and

the finished piece.

STAGE THREE

Evaluation - of their work, communicative, and expressive skills.
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REFLECTING ON THE MODULE

In the continuous search for high standards, the teacher should make a

realistic assessment of their own performance and areas that need improvement in a

positive way. A programme/module designed for Transition Year should provide

interest, a variation of pace containing stimulating teaching and learning methods.

Teachers willing to listen to pupils' comments and incorporate their ideas can

guarantee more success in generating interest and receiving a response. Where

possible, pupils given a choice of activity/task will engender feelings of control. A

choice of themes will increase feelings of participation and responsibility. This level

of autonomy creating a more mature adult response reflects the Transition Year

ethos.

The importance of establishing a positive atmosphere is a premium.

Discussing levels of performance and tasks completion deadlines with individual

pupils will lead to them feeling constantly challenged. A collective lethargy and

apathy requires constant monitoring.

For the project to be actual and purposeful it must contain relevance to their

world and they must see the challenges as learning opportunities that motivate

pursuit.

A craft based module had the advantage of having a new material to work

with but it could be used in a much more expressive way with emphasis on the

freedom to experiment.

Good preparation gave confidence, not only in a particular session, but

throughout the module. Presentation of the lesson must be considered. The use of
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probing questions leading pupils on to solutions which are all relevant, interpersonal

necessary skills. The classroom should be arranged in a way that enables pupils to

behave as independently as possible. Equipment should be clearly available and

easily accessible. Respect for the learning environment needs to be generated. The

teacher must show that he/she values the pupils' work by perhaps displaying it

around the room or school.

A feature of Transition Year is that pupils can involve themselves in subjects

which are not examination related, however a public certificate seems to be highly

valued in Irish society. Assessment is underestimated and the importance of its

continuity in programmes. It must be incorporated systematically into teaching

strategies and practices at all levels and not just implemented at the end of a task.

The very nature of the subject requires a consistent and progressive interplay

between teacher and pupil. I explained in Chapter 3 that there is no right or wrong

answer in Art unlike perhaps Science or Maths. The nature and range of tasks

require the teacher to adopt a more flexible system of assessment. It must be stated

that teachers cannot assess, by the same criteria, tasks as various as imaginative

composition, a lino print, or a papier mache sculpture.

The Student Attainment sheets were a professional procedure and a good

practice of negotiated assessment offering a time for reflection and appraisal. It

showed I valued their response to the project and that together we could plan the

next project considering what they wanted to learn next.

I was pleasantly surprised by the critical skills pupils brought to bear in

assessing their work and in the confidence they showed in discussing their work with

me. Attitudes to Transition Year ranged from one individual who saw the

Programme as a waste of time despite achieving high standards to others who loved
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the social aspects of the year and embraced the new experiences in the subject.

Plates 21 and 22.

At the end of Transition Year, I now feel that it is important for teachers to

reflect on and review: (a) their class management, (b) their forms of questioning, (c)

their explaining of subject knowledge, (d) lesson preparation and planning and (d)

assessment procedures. In other words I am now aware of the need to review every

stage in delivering a module in TransitionYear and hope to bring this reflective

approach to all my future work as a teacher.

I would like to finish by saying that the Transition Year Support Team, which was

set up this academic year by the Department of Education, is a positive step. They

contain the insight and enthusiasm to fight for the best education for Transition Year

pupils.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Looking to the Future

Having devised a module for Art in Transition Year, and having devised the module

with my pupils, I believe the following guidelines should be borne in mind in

planning future TransitionYear programmes:

* Open communication between teachers, pupils and parents so that all parties

concerned can have an active role in the structuring of the school's Transition

Year curriculum. In doing so, everyone can be reassured as to the value of

the year.





65

PLATE 21. Pupil's tile project in situ (Science department).
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PLATE 22. Close-up of tile project.
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Schools should examine their internal organisation, their role, their

relationships and their contribution to the successful preparation of students

for post school life.

- A structured timetable, eliminating time lost after out days etc. Taking into

consideration Art's special needs for time with the use of specific materials.

- Early planning to determine interdepartmental co-operation and

participation.

- A solid review of the programme completed in every subject area,

submitted to the Principal, assessing the teacher's own contribution and

ae

performance.

Closer links with teachers in other schools to share experiences.

Continual inservices to be provided to keep teachers up to date with

technology providing confidence in the handling of resources.

Pupils' ideas for projects must be considered. The Art teacher has thea

responsibility of cultivating the pupils' sensibilities and creativity through

projects which are of genuine interest to them.

Experience and experiment with different media within the Art class and

outside. Increasing the range of 2D and 3D modelling techniques.

Assessment procedures need to respond to individual requirements. There

should be a partnership between teacher and pupil with a straightforward and

positive approach. It is important to keep this in perspective and perceive it

as an integral part of the whole process of teaching and learning, continually

focussing on what has been achieved and what can be achieved. Effective

assessment is a useful way to improve pupils' performance in Art.
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Encouragement of pupils to evaluate their ideas as they progress through a

project not just at the end. Developing a critical vocabulary. Reflection and

consolidation are needed.

A serious evaluation of schools' programmes in need with specific

recommendations by the Government Inspectorate.

- Criteria referenced and subject specific assessment procedures.

Ideally, each Art department needs to work together to discuss, develop and

implement a system which works effectively. This will not be achieved

overnight, but will take several years of evolution and modification to get

right.
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To explore new aspects of Art which will enthuse and motivate students,

investigating practical applications of Art beyond the confines ofan examination

syllabus.

This Art programme provides an excellent opportunity for students to become

involved in making and displaying their work, some ofwhich will become

permanent Art works for the College, while enabling them to learn new skills,

developing a critical analytical approach and giving them a better appreciation of Art

in the world around them.

SIX PROJECTS OF VARYING DURATION

1. POSTERWORK

'September/October

Introductory project to aid students with no background in Art to cover a

range of skills in addition giving Junior Certificate Art students an

opportunity to brush up on old skills.

~ self portrait - developed into screen print - research lettering - market

impact.

- skills - experimentation in textures - marbling - colour - lettering - drawing -

technique of stencilling - screen printing - collage.

2. BATIK HANGING

October/November Open Day

Four Batik Panels based on four stone heads designed by Patrick Scott of the

four rivers, Shannon, Liffey, Corrib and Foyle (6ft x 4ft).

To be displayed in relevant Group Area.

Skills - enlarging - colour experiment - use of dyes - lettering - batik - display

of design - frame-making.

Appendix A Transition Year Art Project 1992
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CAREER PROJECT

November/January (Display for Arts Week)

Students chose their own project linked directly to their chosen career (work

experience), e.¢.,

Architecture - model-making, scaled drawings, interior desivn, ete.

Fashion - T-shirt design - fabric print - batik - weaving - fashion drawing

Advertising - product design - marketing - display.

Mlustrator - calligraphy - illustrate existing or original poem - story or song.

Theatre - set design - puppetry

Animation - cartoon, character design.

Potter - ceramic project - various techniques - sculpture - relief panel -

3

domestic product.

ADVERTISING PROJECT

February/April - incorporating Significant Learning Day

Visit to CIE Sign Writing Depot

Product design - existing or original product chosen by student

Finished piece - product prototype - logo - image - scrapbook - market

research - ilustration for double page spread for magazine - design for sign-

4

writing on CIE bus.

ARTS COUNCIL SPONSORSHIP

Artists in Residence Programme.

Selected students will take part in Residency Programme to produce ceramic

wall panel for permanent display in school.

HISTORY OF ART PROJECT
Tilustrated essay A3 size.

6

Research an artist, sculptor or period in Art history.

Appendix A Transition Year Art Programme 1992
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Statement:

The experience is very much one of teaching Art to mixed ability students. In

Transition Year, Art classes ofien include a percentage of students who have not

previously taken Art as a subject at Junior Certificate level. It is interesting to note

that even those students who achieved low to average grades in the Junior Certificate

exam, have a great advantage over those taking Art for the first time, as they have

developed a greater understanding ofArt elements, materials and processes, in the

course of the three years preparing for the Junior Certificate.

This situation highlights one of the main aims of our T.Y. programme. The

necessity for us to build into our programme the flexibility to cater for a wide range

of ability levels, which at the same time makes provision for the development of the

individual student, regardless of previous experience and natural ability.

Aims:

Developing skills and fostering awareness in areas such as:

Planning Creativity
Problem solving Critical Awareness
Expression Colour relationships
Visual awareness Composition
Understanding of form Sensitivity - Media & Art elements
Art & Design appreciation Heritage & Cultural Identity

Though the course content does not aim at the Leaving Certificate directly, it stands

to reason that the experiences gained as a result of the exposure to the modules

undertaken as part of the T.Y. programme, will have longer term beneficial effects

for all the students as they approach the Leaving Certificate exam.

Appendix B Transition Year Art Programme 1994
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MODULES:

Drawing:

: from observation, Natural and Man-made forms.

: from imagination.

: expressive/gestural

: experiments with a variety ofmedia.

Painting:

: experiments with, and exposure to, a variety of techniques and styles of

working.

Graphics & Communications:

: Design concepts.

: Composition of graphic elements - image & text.

: Manipulation of graphic media.

: Understanding of graphic processes, - printing.

: Original use of visual images.

: Experiments with pattern and shape.

: Computer generated graphics.

Crafts:

Ceramics:

: Modelling forms in clay.

: Hand-building techniques, - Pinch, Coil, Slab.

: Decoration of form, - Additive / Subtractive.

: Decoration of surface, Glazes.

Appendix B Transition Year Art Programme 1994
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Printing.

: Screen printing, - Cut paper stencil technique.

: Lino printing.

: Mono printing.

Tye-Dve:

: Techniques for creating designs on fabric.

Significant Learning Days:

: May involve visits to, Galleries, Museums, Workshops and Studios. All

help to reinforce the notion that what the students are learning in school does

have applications in the 'real world',

Special Art Related Projects:

In recent years the students have been afforded opportunities to take part in

specialised projects.

One such praject involved the provision for students to work with a

professional ceramic artist during the period of Transition Year, towards the

production of Art-work to be permanently displayed within the College. This project

involved application to and sponsorship by the Arts Council.

During the current year, students from T.Y. are taking part in a collaborative

project involving four schools from the North of Ireland, and four schools from the

South. The project was initiated by the Northern Ireland Film Council, and involves

the creation of an animated film composed from work carried out by students from

each of the eight schools. It is proposed that the finished animation will be screened

at film festivals and by TV networks, north and south.

All Transition Year students taking Art are encouraged to take part in such

projects as the opportunities arise.

Appendix B Transition Year Art Programme 1994
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12B, Portobello Harbour,
Dublin 8.

8" February 1996

Dear

I am a graduate of NCAD and presently taking the Diploma for Art
and Design Teachers. I have been teaching in the Tallaght area for the last
four years. As a requirement of the course 1 must complete a dissertation
based on the Transition Year Programme. As part of my research I have

produced a questionnaire (enclosed) which will help me compile information
for my dissertation on Transition Year Art education within the Tallaght area.

I would be extremely grateful if you could take the time to answer the

questionnaire over the next week. Please feel free to add any information
which you consider relevant.

If I have not already spoken to you, I will be contacting you over the
next few days.

Yours sincerely,
Anne Moylan

All information will be treated in strictest confidence.

Appendix C Letter and Questionnaire for Art Teachers in the Locality.
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Questionnaire on Art in Transition Year in your School.

General Questions:

1. How many years has Transition Year been in your School?

2. How many Transition Year students are taken on each year, on average?

3. Have they been selected/interviewed for the Transition Year Programme?

4. Is Art in Transition Year compulsory? Yes/No

If Yes, do students take part in Art for the whole year or just a block?

IfNo, what options is Art set against on the timetable?

5. Is Art a popular option in your School?

6. Is it necessary for the Transition Year student to have done Art before?

7. Have you the power to restrict the number of students in each class?

8. Have you got good facilities/resources?

9. Do students have to buy their own equipment?

10. In your experience what methods ofmotivation do you find to be the most
successful?

Appendix C Letter and Questionnaire for Art Teachers in the Locality.
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Art Programme within Your School:

1. Could you outline briefly the breakdown of the year?

2. Do you specialise in any area, for example a craft, photography or portfolio

preparation?

3. Is the Artwork based on single or multiple themes, please give examples.

4. Do you ask them to keep a personal notebook/diary on a particular theme?

5. Is there an Art/ Craft based Mini-Company regularly organised in your school?

Is the business end of the company also done in the Art class?

6. Have you had to adapt your scheme over the years? Yes/No

7. Do you find the amount of time students are out a disruption to your module or has

it worked out well within your timetable?

8. Do you have certain deadlines for work assignments to be completed?

9. Is their work displayed /exhibited or for sale?

10. What procedures do you use to assess Transition Year work?

11. What are the positive aspects ofTransition Year for Art Education ?

12. Are there any negative aspects of Transition Year for Art Education?

Appendix C Letter and Questionnaire for Art Teachers in the Locality.
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SCHEDULED ABSENCES DURINGMODULE WITHIN THE

November

December

January

February

March

April

Appendix E

TRANSITION YEAR CALENDAR

Ist-7th

20th-24th

27th

18th-22nd

23rd-3 1st

1st-8th

22nd-29th

12th

16th-20th

26th-29th

Ist-8th

18th

Ist

Scheduled Absences During Module Within the Transition Year
Calendar

Mid-term Break

Work Experience

Significant Learning Day

Christmas Exams

Christmas Holidays

Christmas Holidays

Work Experience

Significant Learning Day

Mid-term Break

Work Experience

Work Experience

Bank Holiday

Easter Holidays
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LESSON PLAN

Date FH, 2. q G Lesson No. 7

Year group Tranaiti OV") Vr No. of students | q

Class ability Mixed Ability Class duration hr. 20 MINS ;

themeAbstract cevamic. tile- exploving surtace clecovatiov)

@

Aim To explore surlace decoration On clay
tile with servational dvawing A> Q

tavting pom.
orjective In reating a tile rangement,
cooider Palance, a Vari ation iv] urtace uality
and the shadows cast within the tile.

Introduction We howe explored clays chavacteristics
@

Cc

and cliscovered some of its mitations...
Forma of tie and dimensions .

Refer to test tiles, materials for printing
and Fextur ing -Naharal and an-macde_.
"bupilS must be aware of- time...
restriction and the standard of nlovk reguive

@ Appendix G 4 Sample Lesson Plan
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Task

To model re lief tile of ifferent levels of"

relief "Using suitable textuvesd

pemonstaton "Additive and subtractive methods.
'Buildin form /shape. (modelling) Joinin clay.Aen texture -

ough) +moot (bienisiong
Application of coloured alip.

Visual nids OTextuve using tools Or xture. with

{ound bjects - Colouved slip test tiles / textures
'Mountecl pupils Aesigns chart-format

Support Studies E. Coates - textuved surfaces
SJattray -~ceramic tiles -wive omin
GC. Hayes: Dept. of Industry and CommerCZ.
stone rViINgGsS.

wateras
Clay tenn Tiles signed.

modelling tools All wovk fo dvy or)
rexQwves ckk..Clean urface [fools |

ewspaper. Home Activity

SAFETY - eanliness ; Story - boar /Worlesheect
cust hazardous.

Appendix G A Sample Lesson Plan
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STATEMENT OF ATTAINMENT

Student Name NI. G. T.Y. 6. Date [1- S-14996
high grade achieved wy Junior cevt, Avt Exam.

The student's interest in the area of study Is reasonably involvect OVC |

motivated but without a great clea of evhusiasm.
Enthusiasm Loves dyawing ad worlcing with clay, Work.

Expenence with fashion Desiqner- career aPTION,
Research of subject Observes with ccuracy avid skill. Is ale

lo atlern structwe, Lacks surface levels on_tile.
Interaction in class |/) vOuUp Ais cussions evaluations
ro vec contest OY)

Oral communication skis Jo well able fo wmalce sions
yudgemetts ancl give opinions"

Written communication skills No ignificent Leaing Day sheel
Wore. effort and time veguired_ov Storyboard.

Completion ofwork on time

nal piece finished ow time.
Attendance

alec

Presentation

hile.
What the student needs to improve

Needs to be MOYe expressve verbally
ond with her -_worlc.
How this improvement might be achieved

M. needs to be challenged
ou)

tre work
and use hor wmaanation move.

mtevested nm aslton and photographyAppendix H A Sample Statement of Attainment

Good - not presovt at. s.L.D.

collet, W [comple mentary colouvs usec on
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ASSESSMENT SHEET

Student Name M

Tutor Class TYG. Date LO. D. IqIb

5: Excellent, 4: Very good, 3: Good, 2: Fair, 1: Poor.

Documentation

Technical

Appendix I A Sample Assessment Sheet

Drawing skill - observational

Attention to detail

Design proposed. Exploration of source material

Worksheet - Significant Learning Day

Ceramic - Storyboard

Variety of tools used/skills and techniques

Vocabulary used

Attention to safety

Final product (10)
Construction/modelling, application of glaze
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Evaluation

6
Overall Performance ol / %pa

Art Teacher AWd Mey lan
Course Co-Ordinator

Principal

Appendix I A Sample Assessment Sheet

Managing materials 3
Interpreting information

Managing time

Dealing with difficulties/critical appraisal

Creativity - expressive skills

Further details and comments: Can reco ro a curalel
OW weil. Can mmediate | see how an ideg
COW be trans secl ccessful vor)
ome dimension to notherr however, she
iegeds to be more expressive Vv)
e- work and Wa Co- rative situationh
where work, ideas andl matericls
howe fo be pooled _ Well doe
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