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Introduction

In the north of Co. Dublin, in a north easterly direction from
the centre of the city to be exact, lies an area which extends
from the river Tolka which flows into the sea at Clontarf and
which rises from above Dundoyne in the county of Meath to the
Delvin river which seperates Meath from Dublin flowing into the
sea above Balbriggan. This area was known as * the land of the
strangers,’ Finegall or Fingal as it is called today. It was called
this because it was a special settlement of the Viking invaders
of this country. It was favoured by the Danes but also by their
successors the Anglo Normans, who settled in greater numbers
in Fingal than in the south of Dublin. This is an areas which is
extremely rich in ecclesiastical settlements. It formerly
contained fifty five churches and chapels most of which can still
to be seen or traced. This thesis focusses on Lusk which is one
of the most ancient ecclesiastical settlements in Ireland.

It is located fifteen miles north of Dublin. From an
early age, growing up in the area, | have had an interest in the
old church and in historic buildings in general. This interest has
grown over the years. On beginning to research the site, | found
that only a very scattered and limited body of information
exists.Through my research | aquired most of my written
publications from the library at Trinity college Dublin and most
of my drawings from the Office of Public Works. The majority of
the finds from Lusk are in the warehouse of the O.P.W. and the
national museum making access to them difficult. However, |
succeeded in seeing the cresset stone in the office of Public
Works. The other finds are personally owned.

| feel that it is possible to discuss the church at Lusk
in a relevant historical and architectural framework within its
surroundings. It will be examined from its earliest days (as a
pagan site), through the medieval period and right up to the
present day.






Chapter 1

General and Background History

The Annals of the Four Masters mention, Maccuilinn the first
bishop of Lusk who died 497 A.D.. But this site can be traced
right back, through old tales and legends, to at least the first
quarter of the first century B.C. . It was called Lugh Louha Logo
then because it was the site of an important sanctuary
dedicated to the Celtic Sun God Lugh ( MONKS. P.28 ). It was
also said to be the sixth chief bruden or place of hospitality in
Leinster, ( the Bruden in Celtic times represents a place
associated with the underworld ), and was known to be located
on the Slighe cualann, the highway of Cuala passing from Tara
to south east Leinster.So when Christianity was introduced by
St. Maccuillinn at Lusk, it was no accident that he chose this
particular site.

In the year 226 A.D. a battle took place at Crinna
near the Boyne between Cormac Macart, the Ard Ri and
northern soldiers under Fergus. The Ard Ri was helped by the
king of Munster, Olioll Olum, who sent his son and grandson
with troops to assis him. The king of Munster’'s son was called
Cian, and as a token of gratitude and partly to assist in
preventing further invasion from the north, Cian’s son, Tady
was made prince of the Tolka river to Dromiskin. The territory
was named Cianachta from the Cian Clan, who when
surnames were adopted became the Caseys. St. Maccuillin
was a member of the Cian Clan and was a local man and he
belonged to distinguished family and he was an early convert
to Christianity. It was customary at this time to erect Christian
churches over the sites of old Druidic or pagan places of
worship and St. Maccuillinn must have commenced his
preaching around 460 A.D. so this gives great antiquity to the
roots of Christianity at Lusk, far beyond that of any other district
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in the Fingal area. The name Lusk is said to date from this time.
Lusca is the origin of the present name, from the story that St.
Mac cuillinn lived in a cave hollowed out of a side of a hill.
Before he died he had attracted several devoted disciples, who
learned from his teaching and example the monastic rules and
customs and went out through the surrounding country
preaching and baptising. By the time of the the saint’s death on
the sixth of September 497 almost the entire north eastern
portion of what is now Co. Dublin had been converted to the
Christian faith. After Lusk was established, other churches were
founded from it and they include Hollywood, Grallagh,
Balrothery, Balscadden, Kenure and others which are
mentioned in the Annals. Two other churches founded in the
area, Bremore and Inispatrick were not offshoots of Lusk, but
came under its juristiction later. It was given the position of
Mother church and throughout the whole early Christian period,
from the days of St. Patrick right down to the time of the Anglo
Normans to around the time of the reign of Elizabeth, the whole
north east of Co. Dublin up to the Delvin, owed spiritual
allegiance to the Mother church of Lusk. There is an almost
complete list of abbots and bishops of Lusk recorded from St.
Macecuillinn’s time to after the coming of the Normans.

In 695 St. Adamnan held a synod in Lusk, to discuss
and try to fix a time for the celebration of Easter. In 825 the
Norsemen pillaged and destroyed the church and in 854 the
church and the whole town was burned ( R.S.A.l. 1914 P. 253 ).
It was probably around this time that the name Fingal was
given to the district, stretching from the Tolka to the Devlin. At
about the end of the eight hundreds the round tower is thought
to have been built, because of the continuing attacks by the
Vikings. This is debatable but it may have had a defensive
function. In 1067 and 1969 the town was burned and again in
1098 it was burned by the’ people of Munster * when 180
people died in the stone church. In 1053 Donough son of Brian,
marched with his army into Fingal and the men of Teffie ( the
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foxs ) took captives from the church. Willlie Monks states that
this mention of a stone church at Lusk in 1053 or in 1098, and if
this is true, must have made it amongst the first in the country.
In 1133 Conor, son of the Roydamha of Tara, was slain by
Donogh son of the Roydamha of Leinster. In revenge for
Conors death, Lusk with its churches and people were burnt.

Because of these repeated assaults Lusk began to
decline in importance towards the tenth, eleventh and twelfth
centuries. When John Comyn a Norman was made Archbishop
of Dublin, one of his first alterations was to transfer the convent
at Lusk to Grace Gieu in 1190 and place it under the rule of the
cannonesses of St. Ausgustine. It is not known why the site at
Grace Dieu was chosen. The convent was used for the
education of girls from Norman families until it was suppressed
following the reformation in 1539. When Archdall wrote in 1907
he said that a wall of a church said to have been the ancient
nunnery at Lusk can still be seen but it no longer exists asl
have failed to locate it ( ARCHDALL, 1786 P. 252 ). In about
1480 the present belfry was built together with a very large
church consisting of a nave and two aisles. It was taken over
following the next reformation and turned into a Protestant
church, but as a result of the few numbers in the district it
gradually fell into ruins.The big winds of 1839 completed the
destruction, blowing off the roof of the church. It was taken
down after reported to be unsafe. The present church was
erected in 1847 on almost exactly the same site but it only
consists of one aisle. It is now the house of the Lusk heritage
centre run by the Office of Public Works.
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(Fig. 3) Remains of Grace Dieu. ( ARCHER, 1786 P. 53)

REMAINS OF GRACE DIEU NUNNERY
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Grace Dieu was the largest Nunnery in Ireland
for the education of the young ladies of the Pale
from the 14th century to 1538.
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Chapter 2

Architectural and Building Characteristics.

At Lusk only the round tower remains from the early
christian monastery. There is no visible evidence of any earlier
structure or foundation , but what there is evidence of is an
enclosure. Most monastic sites had enclosures constructed
around them which were generally subdivided. The inner
enclosure generally contained the most important
ecclesiastical buildings. There is no information today as to
what type of enclosure existed at the site at Lusk, whether it
consisted of surrounding banks and ditches like a rath or
whether it had a stone wall as at Cashel. We can trace the
former boundaries of the monastic enclosure which have been
preserved in the modern street pattern. (Fig.4) In a map of the
village one can see an obvious curving street to the east which
indicates the outer enclosure, and which continues around to
the south west by a somewhat irregular property boundary.
Similarly in the northwest the subrectangular churchyard marks
the general location of the inner enclosure. In Lusk the
enclosure was generally entered from the east side, and it is
interesting that a similar enclosure can be traced at Swords.

Little is known about the exact type of monastic buildings
at this time.It is generally accepted that the builders or makers
of the church would use the materials nearest to hand and this
was often timber which was plentiful not only in the Fingal area,
but throughout most of the country and used by the people for
their own dwellings. Timber was used for the posts and other
main structures, hazel and willow as well as other pliable
materials were used to weave the panels of the walls and roof
structure. Clay was used to cover the wicker work and reeds or
shingles were used for roof covering. These building material
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Enclosure at Lusk

(Fig. 4)
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used until at least the middle of the tenth century. Due to the
perishable nature of these materials the various Annals contain
records of the total destruction of the monastic settlements.
They were used up to at least the middle of the tenth century.
.In Lusk the first recorded destruction was in 825 A.D. when
the church was destroyed by the Norsemen. This destruction
continued until the twelfth century. The importance of this
settlement is emphasised by a fair which was held in Lusk from
as early as 800 A.D. The fair provided a sales outlet for the
craftworkers and other skilled people of the area, people also
found it attractive to live and work within the environs of the
monastery. Gradually the fair would have developed into a
proper market , with a fixed market place. There is known to
have been a cross at Lusk which is referred to in the fifteenth
century. It was probably the market cross which would most
likely have been situated in the triangular area east of the
entrance into the graveyard.

Lusk is thought to have acquired its first stone church
in 1053 , and if this is true it would have probably have been
one of the first in the country and, most likely the first in Fingal.
Evidence of stone architecture from this period can only be
seen in the survival of beehive huts or clochans and small
oratories in the southwest of Ireland and other windswept areas
which would not have been able to develope structures made
of wood, but where stone was in abundance. Frequent raids by
foreigners in the ninth and tenth centuries must have led to the
replacement of perishable buildings materials with stone and
lime mortar. The use of mortar made it possible to construct
corbelled roofs of straight form, triangular within as well as
without. An example of this can be seen at St. Lua’s church,
Killaloe which measures 6.5 feet across with the slope of the
roof 3 foot in thick. The mortar gave the stone mason more roof
stability and strength. The result was buildings with thinner
walls and bigger interiors compared to those made as dry-
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stone structures like the oratory of Gallarus. The first type of
stone churches built with mortar probably could have been
seen at Lusk. Although no remains exist today on the site at
Lusk of the earlier church, we can assume that it would have
been on or near the site of the present church, as invariably at
other monastic settlements the round tower is located with the
west of the church facing the door of the round tower.

The first pictures of the 15th Century church at Lusk were
taken by G. Petrie in 1819 and in 1833. A view from the north
may be seen in the Irish Penny Magazine of May 11 of 1833.
(Fig33) The old church which can be seen here was in use up
until 1847. It consisted of two long aisles divided by a range of
seven pointed arches. It was 156Ft. long and 39 Ft. wide.
(Figs.5-8) When Austin Cooper wrote about it in1783, he stated
that four of the seven arches were blocked up and that there
were in the south aisle six handsome glazed Gothic windows
and there was also a small porch ( BARROW, 1979, P. 83). He
also said that the ancient church, built about the fifteenth
century to the east of the massive tower, seems in position and
that the architecture seems to have resembled the church of
St. Audoen in Dublin when it was in its full glory. The church
was in ruins, at the time when Mr. Cooper wrote the aisles at
Lusk were blocked up and were used as a lumber room. In the
aisle there were various ancient tombs and a hideous stone
figure reputed to be a stone idol, formerly worshipped by the
pagan Danes of this area. Stories are told of a past vicar of the
parish who secretly buried the stone idol, because he thought
that that it might lead the people of the district back to their
ancient paganism ( MONKS, P. 86). It has been described by
Cooper as representing the human features in a fancifull
hideous manner, the face being about seven inches broad and
the head without a neck or a body attached to a pair of
kneeling thighs and legs. It is accepted that this was a shelagh
na gig. He also described the building as twice the size of the
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(Fig. 5) Reconstruction of the north elevation of the 15th %
century structure at Lusk showing original height of the round %

tower and the present ground level.
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(Fig 6) Reconstruction of the east elevation of 15th century

structure at Lusk showing original height of the round tower
and present ground level.
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(Fig. 7) Reconstruction of the west elevation of the 15th century

structure at Lusk showing the height of the round tower and
present ground level.
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present church and as being a waste, only used as a burial
place in the same manner as the church yard: “consequently it
is all rubbish, bones, skulls etc... only preserved entire by a
good roof covering the whole”(BARROW, 1979 P.85 ). The old
church was probably built at same time as the square belfry
and it is though that it could have been built in different stages
because of the different style of windows it possesses in the old
drawings. We can see in the old church evidence of two pairs
of square top ogee-headed windows and four examples of a
switch line, Y-shaped tracery windows.(Fig.6) There is not
enough evidence from the sketches of the old church to see
any fine decoration or detail which may have been an element
of the windows in their original state, or indeed of any other part
of the church. The evidence of a switch line Y-shaped tracery
windows on the north elevation (Figs.7-8) and the more
elaborate tracery design on the east elevation provoke an
interesting discussion about the date of the church. The design
of each mullion, branches into curves of exactly the same
radius as the enclosing arch against which each curved bar
terminates. This tracery design, because of its simplicity, is
thought to date from the early 1400’s. More flamboyant and
elaborate designs of the curvilinear style only appear in the
later buildings of the fifteenth century. Examples of this kind of
tracery are called ‘intersecting bars’ or ‘switchlines’. Switchline
tracery was to become the standard form for windows of two or
more panes. Examples of mid-thirteenth century tracery
possess much thicker mullions than the more elaborate
versions of the fifteenth century. An example of a surviving
tracery of this kind can be seen in the east windows of the three
chapels of the large transcept added to Castledermot friary
church, which appears to be the earliest Irish example of three
light windows (which may date back to 1302, when the church
was well-endowed, LEASK, Vol 2, 1966, p.125) (Fig.9 ). The
tracery, or open stonework, as then described, made an
appearance in lreland (from the influences by English
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(Fig.8) Ogee headed windows. (LEASK. 1966 P. 124)

M

(P11 )Castledermot\{:riary\:hurch.(LEASK, 1966,P.163).
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architecture) just before the middle of the thirteenth century,
with a marked increase in the width of the window. The roof of
this church was blown off in the great storm of January 1839
which is still being talked about today within the parish. This left
it in ruins, and it was destroyed to make way for the present
church. The old church had strong architectural links with the
church at Duleek Co. Meath which will be discussed later.

Of the old monastic settlement at Lusk, there is only one
survivor, the round tower which is a source of great pride in the
district. The importance of round towers or the Cloig teach as
some may say, can be seen in the Annals, the only historical
record of these times. There are twenty three entries directly
refering to them. Of these entries, one speaks about a death of
a builder (Tuamgrainey 964), one to a killing in a round tower
(Kells 1075), another to a completion of one (Clonmacnoise
1124) and the next thirteenth entries refer to accidents or
damage caused by fire or storm. The last reference is to a
construction of a round tower, they appear to be no further
writing on the subject until the seventeenth century where we
can see drawings and descriptions. 1699 provides the earliest
known drawing of Antrim’s round tower in the Lhuyd collection.
The first description dates to 1725 by Thomas Molyneux
professor of Physics in Dublin University, in an article
concerning Danish Mounts, Forts and Towers in Ireland.
(Barrow, 1979, p.20) Since that time keen historians have been
adding their opinions, facts and sketches. The one name which
stands out on the subject is George Petrie, who wrote the book
entitled “The ecclesiastical architecture of Ireland anterior to the
Norman invasion,”. There have been many writers since then
who have documented round towers.

The book which has the most descriptive
information and the one | will be using is Barrow’s book, a
complete documented history of all the sixty seven towers
which are in existance in some shape or form in lreland.
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(Barrow 1979, p.20)

Round towers are a tradition of early monastic times.
It is thought that the technique used was derived from the post
Roman world in Britain, because of the close contact Ireland
had with south Wales and the Severn Valley, and St. Ninians
monastery on the shores of the Solway firth in Galloway. The
missionaries at this time would have been familar with Roman
masonry which can still be seen today in these parts. In the
small portion of Hadrian’s wall which is left we can see the use
of mortar and stone, and if we applied this to the early Irish
building style it would have made it possible for the
construction of round towers. The technique used in Hadrian’'s
wall consists of a concretecore of small stones and mortar set
between two walls of evenly dressed stones in regular courses,
corresponding exactly to the method of building which can be
seen in a cross section of a round tower. The similarity of the
method of construction suggests that they were built by a team
who travelled from place to place, similar to the medieval
cathedral builders in Europe. Old folk tales attribute the buiding
to Goban Saor, but whoever built them, they are the works of a
genius because they still stand today. As to why they were
erected we can only guess. Some say that they were used as
burial graves, but there is not enough evidence, a few bones
found beneath the towers of Kilkenny and Kilmacduagh which
date to a much earlier time. It has also been thought that they
were pagan, thus being of a different period. It has been
suggested that the origin of these towers was allied to the
founding of the monasteries, but then it would have advertised
to the invaders a Christian centre of primary importance to the
society and thus a primary target. If, as the name tells us in
Irish, Cloig theach meaning bell house, hand bell were rung
from the tops of the towers. We know that hand bells were used
in Irish monasteries and that large bells were definitely hung in
many towers in later times, but records indicate that there did
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not reach Ireland until the twelfth century. The likely reason for
why the towers were constructed was an answer to the Viking
assaults. This is very questionable. If the towers are thought to
have been built around the ninth century and one must look at
this in terms of the Viking activities in and around Dublin. Lusk,
Swords, St. Michael Le Pole and Clondalkin were at the centre
of Viking initial assaults when they were first recorded in and
around the 790’s and it was also known that by the 840’s the
Vikings had control of Dublin. It is a more persuasive
suggestion to my mind that the round towers, especially the
towers along the east coast date to a much earlier time. This
would also clarify the unmistakeably primitive quality which
they possess. What we do know is that security was a primary
consideration of the designers when developing these almost
impregnable structures. This can be seen at a glance in the
thickness of the walls and the access to the door in position to
the ground. We know also from the Annals that they were used
for ferugue, but the window size suggest that they were not
used for defence. Corbels on the inside can tell us that they
used for storage of the monsteries possessions such as
manuscripts...etc.

The round tower at Lusk, which is divided into eight
storeys plus a basement, is complete to the cornice with
internal floors and ladders, giving it a greater number of levels
than any other tower around.(Fig.9) It now possesses a trap
door which leads to the basement The masonary inside and
out is well worked and closely jointed. The sill of the doorway is
now 90cm. above the ground. The diameter at that height is
5.06 metres, making the circumference which cannot be
measured directly approximately 16 metres. At the top windows
the diameter is 4 metres showing a reduction in diameter of
1.08 m, and the Batter (which is an inclination of a wall inwards
towards the top) is regular from the ground to the cornice. The
tower was measured by the Office of Public. Work’s before the
grills were attached to the windows and was 26.56 metres. The
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(Fig.9) Interior of the belfry and round tower at Lusk. (BARROW,

1979 P.85)
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O.P.W.’s plans also shows the tower slightly leaning to the east
, S0 much so that the top of the tower is vertically over the
foundation on that side. The ground has risen considerably
now being 1.7 metres above the basement floor. There is an
external offset, this would have probably been the original
level. The sill of the doorway is now 90cm. from the present
ground but would have been originally anything from 2.6
metres up to four metres up. The height of the round tower from
the basement to the top of the normal cap stone before they
replaced the top with a cement coated roof in the nineteenth
century would have been 32.8 Metres. The highest tower which
is standing today is in Kilmacduagh at 34.28 metres (which is
measured from the offset), round towers range in heights
between 25 metres and 35 metres .

In 1877, when O’ Neill wrote about the tower, the
interior was full up to the bottom of the doorway with earth. It is
thought that it was dug out shortly after that but there is no
record of this excavation nor any account that it was ever done.
The basement floor is indicated by an offset 15-20 cms. wide
which is 1.70 cm. below the present ground. This was the
original level and is the same level as the floor at the basement
of the belfry. 60 cm. below this again the walls narrow in where
one can see the beginning of the foundation of large under cut
stones. The full internal height from basement floor to the wall
is 28.56 metres and each storey as it rises decreases in size at
every floor level except the fifth which is set back by an offset
which is between 2-10 cm. wide on which the next floor rests.
The fifth floor has a ring projection of corbels. There are two
individual corbels projecting from the wall in the fourth floor and
three on the fifth, with one of them hooked and has a shape
similar to three others seen in the tower at Devenish Co.
Fermanagh. The other in the corner of the window is only 90
cm. above the floor indicating that this was probably used for
fixing scaffolding or for supporting a hoist. Other round towers
have holes surviving on the external walls which may have

28






been used as putlocks for the use of scaffolding. It is possible
that internal corbels were used to hang satchels and may
indicate that the monastic treasures were kept in the
towers.The doorway has a straight single stone lintel or
trabeate facing E.S.E.. It is now fitted with a door, ( Petrie’s
drawing from the nineteenth century reveals no door.) . The
stone used in the doorway is of prophyritic stone ( Wilson ) and
has the jambs in level course. The windows are square headed
with inclined jambs and they all narrow slightly outwards. In the
second storey the window into the belfry facing south is
covered up and expanded and would have allowed access
between the two towers. O’ Neill states that it was still blocked
up by 1877 (Barrow, 1985. P. 8529). Outside of the blocked up
portion can be seen in the small section of the wall of the round
tower that is visible through an opening in the wall of the belfry
in the North East corner at the first floor. On the sixth floor also
there is another blocked window facing S.S.W. which could
give access from that floor to the battlements, and was still
open in 1845 when Wilson wrote about the church. The
unusually large window in the seventh storey is sometmes
described as an insertion to lead on to the battlements. This is
an obvious mistake, confusing the one at the sixth storey(
BARROW, 1979. P.85).This build up of materials is often
attributed to the accumulation of later burials and decay but
there has been no excavation done on any tower with similar
position to confirm this. the most likely explanation would be
that the ground level would have been raised when they built
the present church. This is also visible with the fifteenth century
belfry where one thinks the ground level is in line with the
ground floor of the church, but it is actually the first floor. The
basement is the ground level outside the ground goes right up
to the top of the window frames which was not intended. More
evidence to prove this point is that in the present church there
is a considerable gap between the floor boards and the ground
level. It is as if they built the church up higher than it should
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have been in order to link in the first floor of the belfry.

There is no evidence as to what date the tower is but
it is thought that it dates to an earil period because of its
monastic function and proximity to the sea. When the Vikings
came to Ireland and first landed off Lambay island just up the
coast of Portrane, it is said that they anchored their long ships
in the back wash at Rush a half of a mile from Lusk. It is thought
for this reason that the lusk tower dates from prior to the ninth
century. Some say perhaps the fifth (Barrow), while others
suggest it was built in the troubled periods of the eighth
century.

Lusk was definitely in the line of fire for a very long
time, so much so that this would probably explain the striking
characteristics that this building has, it being primarily designed
for defense. In order to understand the reason why the Anglo
Normans built such a structure one must understand what was
going on at that time, not only in Fingal, but within Ireland as a
whole.

The present Gothic style church is half the size of the
old church, measuring approximately 78 ft by 26 ft. The shape
of the church indicates that the architect was aware of the
design of the old church, and took this into account in his
design of the new church. It displays the success of the
architect in incorporating the structure of a modern building into
that of a medieval belfry. Similarities between the new and the
old church include the twin porches (Fig.10 ), and the lancets
on the east elevation of the churches, which comprise of three
tall lancets with the tallest in the centre (Fig.6 and plate 1). All
of the lancets on the modern church, which include the triple on
the east face and the pairs on the north and south faces,
present a simple but yet attractive design, with rope-like
qualities on the stops of the hood mouldings (these are the
points at which hood mouldings terminate, usually projecting
slightly with carved of knots and human heads). The three
lancets on the present church are situated above the site of the
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(Fig. 10 )Plan of the site at Lusk. (O.P.W.)
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(PI. 3) Picture of the present church at Lusk







old altar, and consist of panels of stained glass (pl. no.4). The
church also possesses two strips of small multi-stepped
battlements each side of the roof, these are of the same style as
the circular multi-stepped battlements on the belfry, although
these are purely decorative as they have no walkway. The
multi-stepped buttresses complement the battlements on the
church and the belfry and together with the string course, which
is situated underneath the window cill, fullfil their role in giving
life to the building and indicating strength as well as beauty
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(Pl. 4) Stained glass in the present church at Lusk.







Chapter 3

CASTLE BUILDING IN THE ANGLO NORMAN WORLD

One of the main strategies of the Anglo Normans was that
“You fortified to advance, you fortified to consolidate and you
fortified for the future.” In George Cunninghams book we hear
of a Norman called Giraldus who wrote about how the country
would have been successfully and effectivly subdued by the
construction of castles from coast to coast and of how the
natives must be hemmed in by castles. (P.68)

“A sensible man should secure his

position in time of peace and make preparations to counter the dangers
of war with which he is always threatened, by building castles and
enlarging the forest roads” ( Cunningham, G. P.69 )

This chapter will discuss the reasons why the Anglo
Normans favoured Lusk for its moate-like characteristics to
build such a powerfull stronghold. When the Normans came to
the Pale, buildings of mortared stone would have taken several
years of relatively peaceful conditions to construct ,and this did
not happen until decades after the invasion.The first castles
which the Normans built to maintain their stronghold were
mostly hasty constructions using earth and wood. The earliest
evidence of Norman building around this period is the remains
of moates or steeply sided flat topped mounds usually man
made with an outer enclosure or surrounding ditch. The
greatest advantage to a moate is the speed at which it can be
constructed, compared to that of a castle even though it
requires the handling of hundreds of tonnes of earth. Tha
moate served as the mainline of defence.The enclosure was
the quickest way to defend oneself and one’s property. Even in
earlier times we can see the remains of raths, a similar
structure with over 30,000 examples in Ireland. Moates were
constructed in various places and periods between the arrival
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of the Anglo Normans and the first quarter of the thirteenth
century. Now only vague traces remain and we can offer no
chronology arising from the surviving features of the moates.
Commonly a moate bore a wooden house or tower. This
formed the landlords residence and within the outer enclosure
usually there was a base court which contained a hall chapel,
kitchen, stables, barns, and workshops. This was normally
defended by a rampart bearing a stockade and a ditch.

Natural features such as promontories or glacial mounds
were used and also they favoured ancient burial mounds as at
Knowth and other ecclesiastical sites like Lusk, because of the
views of the surrounding area which they command and the
enclosures which early monastic sites possessed. At this time
in Fingal the Anglo Normans were forever pushing the
boundaries outward conquering more land. They took over the
church (of economic and political reasons ) which had the
most important role in society at the time and made it conform
to their own rules. At Lusk we can see the list of abbots and
bishops before the coming of the Normans. The Irish names
are in latin and when the Normans came we see new names of
abbots and bishops like, Walter, James and Richard around the
early twelfth century onwards.

The art of building a moate and bailey which the
Anglo Normans brought to Ireland only really started to take off
in the mid twelfth century. Medieval writers mention the word
“Magnum turris” or “Donjon” when describing a tower. But since
the eighteenth century the word “ keep” has been in use. A
keep is an ultimate strong point, and tower houses which are
self contained houses with the main rooms stacked vertically
can be seen throughout Ireland. One should note that when the
Normans had firmly established themselves in Fingal after it
had been granted to Hugh De Lacy by king Henry the second it
was known as “The English land” and as it grew it became
known as “The English Pale.” In the year 1488 it stretched from
the north of the Liffey to as far north as six miles north west of
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Ardee and as far westward bordering the towns of Clane,
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