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. Until around
. pad swept over western Europe - the Roman

. of the Irish sea. Although Ireland was not exactly peaceful,

)

THE VIKING INVASIONS - A Historical Background .

810 AD Ireland had been spared all the conquests and cgstrophies which
, Germanic and Saxon invaslons stopped short

the internecins gtrife

of the petty Irish dynasties didn't amount to much - being in the nature of family
discord and taking place in a society where war had its rules and limits.

Then the Vikings arrived, of them Francoise Henry wri‘tes:,,They belonged to a different

world that knew nothing of unwritten laws. They hrought havoc, cutting mercilessly
through the network of family relations and established loyalties. Pagans; they
violently shocked a society which had oecome essentially Christian. They plundered
without restitution, destroyed without redress' ¥

By 840 AD the Norwegians had established a fort in Dublin, which became one of their
wealthiest trading posts in the Western world. Then the Danes arrived and engaged in
a series of struggles with the Norwegiand over the ownership of Dublin. This was
resolved in 853 AD with the arrival of a "royal fleet" commanded by one 0lav Huite,
son of a Norwegian king, whose purpose was to "exact taxes" from the Irish. Firmly
entrenched in Dublin, he used the city as a.pase from which he waged war in England
and Scotland.

In 901 AB the Irish, under the king of lLeinster, occupied Dublin. The Viking fleet
withdrew but returned tvictoriously" in 911 AD but by 950 AD Christianity was
beginning to penetrate amongst the Scandinavians and they were by that time inter-
marrying with the Irish. When the kingdom of Dublin passed into the hands of Sitric
Silkenbeard, Dublind first cathedral, Holy Trinity (Christ Church) was built.

Meanwhile (back at the ranch?) an obscure Munster family had grown powerful through
the prowess of two of its members - lkahon and his younger brother Brian. They
defeated the Norwegian king of Limerick in 968 AD and then the king of Dublin in
1000, Mahon died and Brian unifyied the country under his rule. He then became knowr
as Brian Boru - Brian of the tributes. His rule 1asted ten years. Then in 1014 a
Scandinavian army of 10,000 returned and on Good Friday of that year the battle of
Clontarf was fought on the northern shore of Dublin Bay. The Irish were victorious,
3,000 Vikings being slaughtered, but Brian Boru was killed while praying in his tent
on the evening of the battle.

So ended Seandinavian rule in Jreland.

The effects of the two centuries of Viking invasions and occupation in Treland were
man especially on the monasteries; again Fr ncoise Henry: ;
Yariesh J 0 & "The impact of the Vikings

was catagtrophic. We hear of nothing but churches set on fire, broken shrines, books
destroyed by fire and water. Everywhere the pattern is the same. The Vikings knew
very well that the churches contained an accumulation of gold and gsilver objectscco-
(which the Vikings ) melted and made into coins, or simply cut into fragments of a
given weight." **

However while they plundered the monasteries '"new towns of a different characiter wexre
developing, the Viking settlements of Dublin, Limerick, Waterford, Wexford, all on
estuary harbours admirably suited to sheltering the fleeis of a hundred or two
hundred ships which sometimes gathered there, and also able to accomodate the trading
vessels which incessantly called....ships coming from the Mediterranean brought
African slaves, silks from China arrived through Bzyantium or across Russia and the
trading posts on the Paltic. From these towns in Treland it was customary to go 1o
Iceland, Greenland and even America' *¥¥

As such the Vikings introduced cities and towms to Ireland and since then their
developement, especially in recent times, appears to have been goverened by an
attitude simular to that of the Scandinavians in their treatment of the monasteries.
In place of the monasteries it is now the historical landmarks of Dublin which are
being plundered.

I 2 p.26:
BB TIrish Art During the Viking Invasions HH




