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My main purpose in choosing the curragh as a theme 
for a thesis is to try to reveal and to gain some under­
standing of this boat'.

' ■ -

h •1

< ■

• AdI grew up in an area (Cas-tlegregory in the north of 
.Vest Kerry) where curraghs are still being used., but

■ their popularity as fishing vessels is practically no 
more. They are mainly used now for curragh racing which 
is a popular annual event among west of Ireland fishermen 
and also as tenders to the larger wooden boats.

The number of curraghs being made today are few.
As well as fishing and racIng they are also being occasionly 
made for e port to such places as Australia, U.S.A, and 
Europe. Since about 1960?Bord lascaigh i'hara began to 
aid fish erm-en* with generous grants^to purchase larger 
wooden boats. The curraghs are being used as tenders to 
the trawlers anchored in deeper waters off shore.

It is likely, with the i .proved harbo rs, that the 
curragh will go completely out of use, as a vessel used 
by fishermen.
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"curragh".

The term "curragh" is employed for all varities 
of craft found in Ireland. The Irish term for this craft 
is "currach" or "curach". The English equivalent, which 
comes from the Irish, is "curragh". The term appears in 
various archaic forms - curchans, churchans in ancient 
narrative. In Kerry and Clare, the term used is "naornhog". 
"Canoe" is used in some Anglo-Irish speaking areas (such 
as where I come from).

Throughout .his article I will use the term
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INTRODUCTION

sewn
Ouch craft 
the coracles

A close example of this type of raft can be seen 
in modern Peru where costal fisherman use reed rafts 
known as caballitos (these are believed to date back to 
around 1206 E.C.). Development proceeded on different 
nines m .esopotamia and Eastern Mediterranean. On the 
Euphrates and Tigris, where Papyrus was unavailable, a 
float, consisting of an animal hide, inflated with air, 
provided a means of transport. A man could lie on it and 
kick or paddle himself actifogs? ; a river.

Before boats and ships, man must have\recourse 
to a .ide variety of rafts. He must have developed an 
understanding of materials and their availability. 
Materials which varied according to the environment as in 
Sg.vpt, when the Nile was once flanked by masses of Papyrus, 
and wood was not available, the first floats consisted of 
bundles of rushes tied together.

A clo e relative of this skin float is the skin 
boat. It basically consists of a hide covering, 
together, and stretched over a wood frame, 
survive today in the kayaks of the Eskimos, 
of rales and the curraghs of Ireland.



3APLY RECORDS ADD HISTORY CF THE CURRAGH

B

only;
During the time they are at

sea,

son
kidnapped wife.

. C. also
Chile

a
The carpenters made frames

The rest of the hull

There are £.any stories told of Ifflramha, in curraghs, 
in ancient Irish story-telling, - the voyage of Teigue, 

of Can, where he voyages to Spain seeking his
His vessel is a curragh built with

There are no records known a£ to the origin of the 
skin covered boat. There are, however, records mostly 
made by the Romans, who had the facilities to record such 
things.

Cver two thousand years ago curraghs,or skin covered 
boats,were used throughout Ireland and Britain. Timmaeus, 
the Roman historian who died C. 256 B.C. reported that the 
"Britains sail .... in boats of osier, covered with sewed 
hides1’.

Caesar who conquered Britain in 55 and 54 
recorded that the Britains were using curraghs, 
campaigning in Spain in 49 B.C. he put his observations 
to good use. His army were obstructed by the flooding of 
the river Segre so he ordered his carpenters to build 
11  boats of the kind that his knowledge in Britain 
few years before had taught him”, 
of keels and ribs of light wood, 
was wrought in wicker work and covered over with hides. 
The use of keels show that these could not have been 
coracles but were more like the Irish curraghs in form.

In the Jrd century a.D., clas ical writer Solinus, 
noted that the sea between Hibernia and Britain "is rough 
and stormy and is navigable in the year for a few days 

they voyage in small boats formed of pliant twigs
covered with skins of oxen.

they abstain from food1’.
According to the early story-tellers or bards of 

Ireland, voyages in skin covered boats or curraghs .'.ere 
undertaken. These voyages were called "Imramha” and were 
carried out by men in search of heavenly nd earthly 
paradise. This paradise was supposed to exist ..est of 
Ireland. It was called Mag Mell in ancient literature 
and Hy Brasil (Irish, Ui Breasail) in modern folk tales.
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the story 
voyage of pilgrimage, 

covered with hides three deep 
Five others ..ere also
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were’ voyages undertaken involuntary, 
penance by the Ihurch. 
for a crime. An 
the life of St. 
najued MacCuill, 
c urragh, wi thout oar 

Patrick.
Arouna the middle of the sixth century, Irish monks began 

to vo age from Ireland aero, s the seas in search of adventure, 
or a quiet home, or with a view to spread:ng their Gospel; in 
skin-covered boats. The most famed of these monks wag , 
. t. Brendan. In his account, which is in Latin, he tells u... 
in detail, t e rincipal features of the Iri h curragh of the 
6th. century. de are told how the Saint and his companions 
"Using iron tols, pre oared a very light vessel, with wicker 
.ork sides and ribs after the manner of th-t country (Ireland) 
and covered it with cow-hide tanned, in oak bard (rubriccetis 
in cortice robcina), tarring its jo-nts, and put on board 
provisions "or forty days, with butter enough to dre s the 
hies for covering the boat, whenever t ey needed repair, and 
all utensils necessary for the use of the crew" (Joyce I9:-3) . 
A tree <mast) was fitted amidships and a sail and the equipment 
required for the steering of a boat were provided. At the end 
of five years Brendan and his companions returned to Ireland. 
Brendan’s foster-mother Itha, disapproved of sea voyages in 
frail curraghs, so on his second journey he used boats made 
from wood. Brendan’s first curragh voyage would.probably have

twenty five thwarts and is covered with "forty o -hides of 
bard bark-soaked leather”.

In olden times, the measurement of a curragh was denoted 
by tne number of hides, each hide being sufficent to cover an 
area of 6 ft. long by A ft. wide. This explains when a curragh 
was s-id to be made of two, three, ... hides. There is no 
record of a curragh being made of two hides thick in construction.

In the voyage of the three .sons of Ua Carra, 
tells us that men in preparation for a 
had a great curragh built ” 
caable of carding nine persons”, 
allowed to accompany the party.

Another series of voyages were the "Longeas”.
Some were imposed as a

Others by the lay power as a punishment 
exa pie of a typical longeas is related to 

Patrick, where we are told, an Ulsterman 
committed himself to the mercy of God in

or padale, for a  enance imposed by
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journ^ed, 
to 527 A.D.

His second voyage, where he 
would have been form 525 A.D.

These raids were always carried out in curraghs. ut the appear­
ance of the Norsemen and Danes on the Eastern seaboard, in the 
8th and 9th centuries and their seizure of all sea trade, 
entailed a complete revolution in the design of Irish bo ts 
and ships. The curragh survived only on the western coast for 
costal fishing and local cq] tai trade.

been 510 a.D. to 52/4 A.D. 
possibly to the Azores, 
in a wooden boat.

Other Irish Saints also voyaged from Ireland; one of 
these was t. Columba. He used curr...ghs in his voyages to and 
from lona. Twelve co.panions accompanied him in a large 
curragh on his first voyage (around 563 A.j.) to the island. 
They landed at a little bay which is still called Port Na Curaich 
(The Bay of the Curragh).

St. Cormac who w s a disciple of St. Columba used 
curragh in his three voyages in search for solitude.

The community of monks in Iona, according to Adamnan, 
who wa successor to Columba as Abbot of Iona, not only 
possessed curr ghs but also a wide variety of wooden crafts. 
These included dugout canoes and several ty-es of plank-built 
vessels.

Cu raghs were not only used by the religious but also by 
traders end plunderers. During the 4th, 5th and 6th centuries, 
raids on '.ngland and .Vales by the Irish were particularly active.



THE CURRAGH II: GENERAL
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unusual in boat construction”.

In Ireland curraghs
Four major types still exist:-est coast.

North Kayo,

are found almost entirely along the 
those of Donegal, 

the Aran Islands and the Dingle type.
bhe Donegal curragh is regarded as being the most primitive, 

s the mo t refined in

■

while the Dingle curragh is described 
construction.

a_l1 curraghs are constructed bottom upwards, 
gunw les are shaped first and all the frame work is formed by 
them. In 11 curr-.ghs, except the. Boyne curragh, the gunwales 
are maae in two sections - (a) a fairly horizontal main or 
body section and (b) a curved bow section, sheered up (except 
in those of t.e Rosses). The joint is secured by a shoulder 
piece which loc is the ends of both pieces together. The bottom 
side.? are put into position later which is in J. Hornell’s 
'British corecles and Irish Cur-aghs, 1938) opinion ’’most

Experiment would show that it 
is much easier to arch the ribs over the gunwale than to fasten 
them and the stringers to the ground and then to bend them 
upwards for insertion into mortices in the underside of the 
gunwale frame. The first method enables the builder to 
exercise more control over the bending of the ribs.

In curraghs with: two gunwale frames, the lower gunwale is 
first constructed which will eventually be the side to face 
upwards. The thwarts are then nailed on to secure the arts in 
place. Then work begins on the upper gunwale. >Vhen finished 
short sub-vertical struts or "standards” (or stanchoins) are 
inserted between the two gunwa_.es, holding them apart at a 
measure of about 5 or 6 inches. This co .pletes the ciouble 
gunwale which is then turned upside down to allow the ribs and 
stringers to be built up to form the bottom and sides.

In some curraghs (Connemara and Mayo) the stringers widen 
into thin planks, t uching one another at the side::. Here 
the curragh has actually evolved into the image of a plank-built 
boat, the difference being that a tarred cloth cover is used 
in order to revent the need to caulk the seams of the- planking. 
In the Dingle curragh, the stringers are narrow laths, fairly 
widely separated, thus retaining the memory of 1 ttice-wOrk 
basketry, characteristic of the coracle.

gunwa_.es


Others
curragh has one fixed

of the Ros es.
They
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sre fix d as thwarts, 
thwart.

; urraghs are propelled by oars although tne majority of 
curraghs nowadays use out-board engines. The oars which pivot 
on a thole-pin pass through a heavy block nailed to the after 
side of the loom. The blades are narrow and cannot be 
leathered because of the method of pivoting. The blade of the 
oar can only exceed the diameter of the shaft by a very small 
mount, otherwise it would foul the water on the return stroke. 
Curragh oars are therefore long and thin, length being needed 
to co ’.pensate for the thinness of the bl.de. A long oar will 
obviously be heavy and to make up for this a "bull” or thick 
piece of wood is usually fitted at the point where the oar 
passes the thole-pin (being near the hand grip). The shape of 
the bull differs from area to area. In rowing the oarsman 
pulls ”cross-handed”with cars overlapping, one hand above and 
slightly in advance of the other. In the i orth Mayo curragh 
both hands are required because of the weight and length of 
one oar. ..A si mi ar type of oar, to the west of Ireland oar, 
is used b. sardine fishermen of Portugal (Setubal and dporto)./\ 
Similar one also recurrs in Madeira.

A sail is carried by the larger Dingle curraghs and a 
small one by large Aran Island boats. All others depend soley 
upon oars or paddles. Paddles are used in areas only where 
curraghs retain very primitive characteristics in form and 
construction.

There are many variations in shape and method®of construction 
evident in Ireland - from the Boyne paddling curragh to the 
Dingle curragh. The most primitive in construction is the 
Boyne paddling curragh. Oval in design, with doubled hazel 
wands and an undeveloped gunwale - the whole frame being- 
covered with a hide of a single ox.

Donegal curraghs hsve only one gunwale as in the curragh 
These boats are usually 8 to 9 feet in length, 

differ from the Boyne type as they substituite a gunwale

The rib-frames are formed also of laths in the majority 
of sea-going curraghs, but in Donegal, paired withies are still 
used in some curraghs as ribs and also the Boyne river curraghs 
use both ribs and stringers.

. ome curraghs have seat which are unfastenable.
The Donegal

bl.de
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of twisted withies for a wooden gunwale and the employment of 
laths as ribs and stringers, and tarred canvass for tanned 
hide. ether differences are the introduction of removable 
thwarts and thole pins - which permitts the vessel to be rowed 
as well as paddled. The.paddler ’kneels near the bow and 
paddles over it.

The ne. t stage in curragh development occours in Donegal 
also. in the curraghs of Sheephaven the length increases 
from fifteen to twenty feet. They are four feet wide amidship 
and one foot, ten inches deep. The fore end is pointed and 
one, at least, of the thwarts is fi .ed. Oars are always used, 
each pivoted to a thole pin which passes through a hole in a 
block fixed to the loom.

The north Mayo curragh is a much grander vessel than its 
Donegal counter-part. It is up to 24 feet in length and is 
k feet wide and 25 inches deep. A. new feature is introduced 
and is common to all curraghs from Mayo to Dingle - this is 
the double gun .vale consisting of an upper and lower wooden 
gunwale. They are held gpart by a series of struts or standards, 
5 to 6 inches in length. It is ro.,ed by four men each handling 
onl ■ one oar (unlike all other curraghs, which are rowed double 
handed) and is steered by the fifth man, who uses an o-r 
placed over the stern. These vessels were traditionally used 
for salmon fishing and carried five nets each six feet deep 
and between the-; stretched half—a-mile. The ribs are often 
made of bent withies and the stringers are of laths. The oars 
do not rest on thole pins as in other types of rowing curraghss 
but manoeuvre between two thole pins. They are often heavy 
weithing, sometimes from 50 to 60 pounds each and they differ 
in six- from bow to stern. Also the curraghs of north Mayo 

oared double handed — one man to one oar. This occ rs 
in the north M-yo curragh.
The long profile of the Aran Island 

rathe’’” than curved, 
from 
amidship and has a

curragh is angular
It has two gunwales and varied in length 

16 feet to 18 feet and is up to 4 feet J inches in «ldth 
depth of about 20 inches. They have a 

marked shear to the bows and a blunt transom-like stern. 
Thin laths are also used inside, providing considerable 
protection to the skin or covering. This was important- when
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land.
w. s on a mast of about 8 to 10 feet, 
to a bamboo yard which was hauled to the top of the mast so 
that the .sail billows out at the bot om. Sheets lead off 
the bottom corners and were tied to the kness (wooden brackets 
which join the thwarts to the gunwales).

The Dingle curragh (Dingle Peninsula and the Blasket 
Islands) has been described as " .... the most elegant, the 
most beautifully proportioned and the most carefully made of 
all surviving types .... they ride the water more lightly than 
the sea-fowl yet are strong enough to bat'le successfully with 
the veild Atlantic gales". They have practically no straight 
timber in their design as one curragh builder in lest Kerry 
co... ented, "Almost every piece of wo. d in one of these craft 
if not curved, is aslant (except the thwarts of course). 
Everything too has to be balanced with extreme exactitude".

Ones first impression of the Dingle curragh suggests 
that its design is an imitation in laths and canvass of a plank 
feuilt boat, but when one considers the evolution in design, 
which exists, then the plank built origin can h rdly be accurate. 
"hey vary in length from 16 feet to 25 feet and also in width 
from 4 feet to 4 feet 6 inches amid ship, but are only 2 feet 
wide at the stern. Both gunwale curve from stem to stern 
but toe bows are far more curved than the st rn. nlike the 
Aran type, the Dingle curragh narrows sternwards from it 
widest po'nt amidship ending in a squ re stern tnat below the 
:.ottom gunwale burves into the rounded bottom. The stringers 
and ribs are both made of laths although the gunwale is made 
of thicker o-k. The number of thwarts vary from two to four 
depending on the length. or boats using sails there is a 
small thwart for rd. A curved keelson, not found in other

transporting cargoes of farm produce, peat, etc. in the boats 
to the islands. Both stringers and ribs are also made of 
laths and 11 the thwarts are -ecured. The oars (unlike 
those of Mayo) pivot the thole pins also. The crews usually 
numoer three, although this varies with the si e of the boat, 
from two to four, occasionally with a fifth man as steersman.
Unlike curraghs from other parts, except Dingle, those of the 
Aran .. slands are sometimes sailed. This is mainly due to the 
distance between trie islands (Aran ..nd -laskets) and the main-

A squarish lug sail was used (no longer used) wh’ch
The sail was attached



then

currag’is, passes from stem to stern.
The larger Dingle curraghs also had sails. A mast of 10 

to II feet (about 3 inches in diameter) passed through the 
fromt thwart. It w s placed in a socket nailed accross the 
eight and ninth ribs. This sail provided a faster journey 
between the islands and the mainland. A crew of three occupy 
the 1st, 2nd and 4th thwarts when net fishing as the nets are 
(were) stowed below the 3rd thwart. Livestock was also carried 
in this same position.

When landed, curraghs are stored, bottom up. Because 
they are made of thin curved lathes they would wrap under 
their own weight if left right-side up on the ground. The 
common position is to support the bow from straining is to 
support the shoulder splice. In exposed, gale-swept areas, 
stone walls ere built (land docks) round each curragh for 
protection. In Dingle, they are supported to about 3 feet 
from the ground on stout wooden posts, placed in the most 
sheltered area.

Burr ghs are very finely balanced and are swift in the 
-Ater. One has to sit still in them or they sway about, even 
an uneven stroke is likely to put them off course, yet apart 
from all this they are very stable. Synge, when writing of a 
storm, may have best described curragh travel, when he said 

in this shallow trough of canvas, that bent and trembled 
with the motion of the ..men, I had a far more intimate feeling 
of the glory and power of the waves than I have ever xnov/n in 
a *71 earner”. Maurice O’Sul-ivan of the Blasket Islands, 
described how ” .... the curragh was mounting the waves, 
down again on the other side, sending bright jets of foam into 
the air every t me she struck the water. I liked it well until 
we were in mid-bay. Then I began to feel my ^uts going in nd 
out .... and as the curragh rose and fell I become seven times 
worse”. Not all curragh journeys, however, are as bad as 
O’Sullivan’s e’perience as ynge pointed out.
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Curragh building is .till carried on in Jest Kerry today 
but is not substantial. The majority of cur aghs, in this 

are constructed for competition in curragh racing or 
which are held annually in the area and also up 

along the west co st of Ireland. This sport acclaims the finer 
qualities o •’ curragh building. Naturally emphasis is put on 
speed but tne construction and shape is basically the same as 
in the ordin.r, fishing curragh.

A four handed racing cu ragh is acknowledged, among 
competitors, to be not more than 25 fe t in length because 
they claim the longer t. e vessel the swifter. It also has a 
more curved bottom or underneath which is another asset when 
competing. In construction the gunwa-.es are first shaped or 
model?ed. These are prepared seperately. The main gunwales, 
which are 1$ feet in length, are first shaped and then the bow 
gunwales, which are 6 fest, are assembled to the main gunw les. 
The wood used for the main gunwales is white deal and is 2.% inches 
by li inches in thickness. The wood used in the bow gunwales 
is teak and is 21 byi inches in thickness.

The four main gunwales, (two upper and two lower) firstly 
have to be shaped. This is done by steaming them. Various 
methods have being used for steaming gunwales but no one method 
has been settled upon. A method used recently (which is a 
modern one) is where the four main gunwales are tied together 
and fastened at one end. A plank is inserted underneath and 
pieced to determine the angle of curve (two feet). Tney are 
then wrapped in polythene and tied at hot.-; ends. Steam is 
then inflated into the polythene bag and the gunwales can be 
easily shaped. SEE FIG. I .Another and more traditional 
method applied is where, ag^in, the four main gun./ales are 
tied together, they are then placed in a wooden box open at 
both ends: at a right angle and underneath the oox there is 
funnel like opening. The ends of the box are both stuffed and 
the funnel is then placed over 
is fired. SEE FIG. 2

After the gunwales are shaped the seats are ut on tne 
lower gunwales/ The seats measure 4 feet in length and re
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inches in thickness.

G feet in
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The length of the seats will deter- 
To the centre of each seat there
Mortises are then cut out of the

Knees are then put on
Stanchios are then cut, from white

These are
The top gunwales are then

-- -..a
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n by i 
mine the .idth of the boat, 
is a measure of 45 inches, 
gunwales, 71- inches centre to centre, 
and screwed to the seats, 
deal which are 2 inches by I inch in thickness, 
rounded at both ends. SEE FIG. 3. 
put in position to mark off the positions of the stanchions, 
roles are then ..ored for the stanchions. At this stage the 
stanchions re already assembled to the lower gunwales. The 
top gun..ale is then assembled. The stanchions are painted at 
both ends to prevent rotting and it . Iso makes assembly eosier. 
The bow gunwales re next assembled to the main gunwles. A 
s oulder b.ock” is first assembled to the main gunwale and then 
the bow gunwales are joined in place. S -:E FIG. 4 ...

far) are then turned 
Forty or so ribs (from side to side) are placed 

The ribs which measure 
inches in thickae s (parana pine)

The four g.-n.vales (the frame so 
up. ide down, 
in a pipe which is heated, 
length and are i by inches in thickne s (parana pine; are 
then put In what is called a ’’former” until needed. This holds 
the ribs in position SEE FIG. 5 ••• 'hen required, the ribs 
are a sembled to the gunwale. . The main ’’lath” is put on at 
the centre. 'The remaining laths are nailed on to the ribs 
with - inch copper nails. The laths are 15 feet in length, 
white deal, and are ly by i inches in thickness. They are 
sometimes shorter in length and are joined at the centre of a 
rib, but not all the joints are in the one place. The laths 
are put on at intervals of one half of an inch at tne bottom 
increasing the space by a quarter of an inch up to the gunwales. 
SEE FIG. 6 •• Extra, shorter ribs are put on where the foot 
rests are positioned because this areaould be more used.

Then the fra.me is completed it is painted and canvas, 
5 feet in width, is layed over the frame for seams to be marked. 
Then marked, extra bits are cut off and the canvass is sewn 
together. The cnavass was traditionally hand sewn, but coday 
however, sewing machines are used. The canvas is then placed 
over the curragh frame. One half is folded back and tar, 
which has be n boiled for two hours is used to stick the canvas 
to the laths. One yard of canvas is tared inside and placed 
in position. It is then tacked along the upper gunwale with
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2j7 inch felt nails. Trie same is done with each succeeding yard 
until the frame is completly covered. The outside is then tarried. 
It is usually allowed a day or two to set, then it is seaworthy. 
The boat is propelled by oars resting on thole pins. It is oared 
double handed and sometimes t-ops of old shoes are fastened to the 
foot rests. This enables the "hands" oarsmen), to"pull ” (row) 
more toghether and in time. The oars are made of white deal and 
are about 10 to 12 feet in length. They have a triangular shaped 
’’bull .Racing curraghs are rarely used throughout the year except 
in practice and in competition.
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ibeing thirty lengths behind.
leavin the field behind

CURRAGH RACING lREGATTn.5) IN THE REGION 
OF WEST KERRY -MiHAREES IN PARTICULAR.

They rowed round the Blasket Sound to Dingle and won the main 
event next day. The fact that his boat was first allayed the 
owners temper and the story had a happy ending.

Another ouch story which w-.s the most talked about in that 
area',, was the regatta held in Brandon in 19^9® At that time 
mackeral fishing was at it’s peak and there were over one 
hundred curraghs in Brandon alone. he Brandon crew were 
favourites. About twelve curraghs lined up for the main race^ 
but owing to some confusion, the favourites did not oegin 
with the rest of the competitors. At the first turn they were 
level with the others however, after 
After th' second turn they succeeded in 
and went on to win by half a length.

About a hundred years ago, curraghs as they are known today 
were practically non-existent in .Vest Kerry. Around 1850, 
some Clare families moved to Kerry and settled in Brandon(l6 
miles from Tralee). They brought with them the first curraghs 
which bicame known as ’’namhogs" or "canoes". It is said that 
the Hartney’s first curraghs were made with coverings of horse 
skin strips stitched toghether. The Hartneys, the Pendys and 
the Lynches were the curragh builders of the arrivals.

Later as the boats became more popular in use canvass 
introduced as an easier and cheaper covering. Their 
spread all over the Dingle Peninsula, as they ideally 

suited the needs of the people. The men became skilled:- 
oarsmen and it was only natural that the sport of curragh 
racing should develop. Regattas have been held annually 
in each port and fishing village on the Dingle Peninsula 
for over one hundred years.

There are many stories told as to the excitement 
generated by these regattas. One such story is that of the 
Brandon crew, led by John Pendy, v/ho ap reached, a Micheal Hartneyj 

■ skilled curragh builder) in order to borrow one of his racing 
curraghs to co.pete in the Dingle Regatta. They were refused 
and so they went at night and ’’spirited” it, from his yard.
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In Maharees the first regatta was held in 1904. During the 
early years it was co mon for the crews to row to the Br.ndon 
event to take part, and to return home in the boats. Nowdays 
the canoes (as they re known locally) are transported by 
trailer or on top of vans. dome of the early curraghs had 
sails and a special race w..s held for this class.
The event was then discontinued for a number of years but was 

revived again with a more varied program which included horse 
and bicycle racing across the sands.All of this was later 
dropped and the regatta as we know it today was begun again 
in 1965*

It is now held in June of every year and is a very popular 
event, both with competitors and spectators. The programme 
consists mainly of ten races, these would include one, two, 
three and four handed races with local and outside crews taking 
part. Of late both male and female competitors are includedo 
The main event is the male four handed r^ice. The course is 
marked by ti'buys or markers and the races are usually from 
about three hundred yards to three miles in distance* The 
races are begun with all boats lining up. The curraghs are 
numbered at the bow and stern, so as to distinguish the 
competitors. ..'omen competitors are usually accompanied by 
men e.g. one woman end two men crews in a three handed race. 
Frizes consist mainly of trophies and cash, the races being 
sponsored by local and outside business people* The whole 
programme is run by the Maharees Regatta Commitee which is 
an organized group of local people.

These regattas help keep alive a local tradition of 
curragh building which is fast disappearing. It is no 
longer soley an existence for costal people to fish the 
seas, but rather in economic venture. Bigger boats are 
now being used. Jith Government investment ( Bord lascaigh 
hara) the volume of fish being taken from the sea has 
escalated. Owing to t .e fact that a four thwart curragh 
holds but four thousand mackeral approximatly, the curragh 
has bee., outmoded and replaced by trawlers, carrying 
lunger amounts. Foreign investors are taking advantage of 
the rich fishing grounds around the west coast of Ireland,
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these being directly situated in the Atlantic Drift, containing 
a rich and varied catch, "ish processing plants may be observed 
nowadays on the coast and most probably employ curragh fishermen 
by descent.
Today conservation is dangerously hampered by the incredible 

quantities of fish being taken from the sea by large trawlers, 
■"he result is a prohibitaticn of the natural order of reproduction.
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FINAL NOTE.
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assumed that curragh building and 
all other traditions in my locality were but everyday 
happenings. . I have now however, gained a lot of appreciation 
and seme understanding of the curragh.
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As is common the old curragh builders today retain the 
secrets of the finer craftsmanship employed in the building 
of the curragh, as I have discovered through conversation 
with a particular curragh builder locally situated. To my 
mind pride inhibited the extent of the information recorded. 
However through younger curragh builders I was able to obtain 
the information aforestated.

It is ironic that with government investment in the 
fishing industry today, the curragh as a fishing vessel 
has practically died out.

In an article from "Canoeing in Britain" published 
in June 1969 > the author’s opinion on the curragh was that 
it was "sad to think of them sailing to extinction when 
they could be excellent pleasure crafts’.’ In my opinion 
in a country like Ireland whose traditions are tourist 
orientated, the curragh could well be develo ed as a 
pleasure craft.

In the gathering of information for this thesis I have 
discovered that it would be extremely difficult for one 
to produce a concise explaination of the tradition of 
curragh building and all it entailso It is however possible 
to compile an informatory article on the materials, sizes 
and variations of the curragh. It is difficult though to 
relate here the personality of such a vessel as I have 
experienced locally.

From childhood I had


